
(REGISTERED UNDER THE COPYRIGHT ACT, XX OF 1847)- 


THE INDIAN ARMS ACT MANUAL, 

CONTAINING 

THE INDIAN ARMS ACT. XI OF 1878, 

AS AMENDED BY ACTS XX OF 1919 AND XLiX OF 1920, 

AND THE INDIAN ARMS RULES, 1924, 

Corrected up to May 18 S 1 , 

WITH 

NOTES AND RULINGS OF THE HIGH COURTS, 

TOGETHER WITH ,, . , 

Rules and Orders of the Government of India, and of 
the Governments of Madras, Bombay, Bengal, 

United Provinces, Punjab,* Bihar and Orissa, and 
North-West Frontier Province, etc. 


BY 

G. K, ROY, (Rai Bahadur), 
SupdL [ Retd, ] Home Dept,, 
Government q/ India, 


EIGHTH EDITION. 

MAY 1931 


Price Rs. 7 net, 

— — — - — ~ ^ — — — — 

Published by the Eastern Law House, 15, College Square, 

Calcutta. 

Printed by G. B. Dey at the Oriental Printing Works, 18, Brindaban Bysaok Strejgt, 

Calcutta. 




THE INDIAN ARMS ACT MANUAL. 


DEDICATED, 

with kind permission, 

TO 

The Hon ble Sir HENRY WHEELER, K.C.S I., K.C.I.E., I.C.S., (retd.) 
E*.-Ciovemor of Bihar and Orissa. 




THE INDIAN ARMS ACT MANUAL. 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 

7. 

8 . 

9. 

10 . 

11 . 

12 . 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20 . 
31 . 


CONTENTS. 


Page. 

Home Department Eesolution No. 2125 C., dated the 31st 


March 1919 ... ... ... ... 1 

Eeport of Arms Eules Committee, 1922 ... ... 3 

Home Department Eesolution No. F.. 829-1-22 dated 

3rd November 1922 ... ... ... ... 19 

Brief Explanation of the Eules ... ... ... 26 

The Indian Arms Act, XI of 1878 ... ... ... 33 

The Indian Arm s Eules, 1 924 ... ... ... 78 

Eules under section 16 of the Indian Arms Act, XI of 

1878, as amended by Act XX of 1919 ... ... 178 

Eules under section 24, relating to disposal of confiscated 

arms, ammunition and military stores ... ... 183 

Eules for the grant of rewards to informers (section 28) 185 

Local Eules and orders—Madras ... ... ... 188 

„ „ „ ,» Bombay ... ... ... 203 

„ „ „ „ Bengal ... ... ... 217 

„ „ „ „ United Provinces ... ... 254 

„ „ „ „ Punjab ... ... ... 301 

„ „ „ Delhi ... ... ... ^7. 

„ „ „ Bihar and Orissa ... ... 318 

„ „ „ „ N.-W. Frontier Province ... 325 

Instructions for reporting loss, theft and recovery of 

fire-arms and ammunition ... ... ... 341 

• 

^ Rules relating to grant of shooting passes to sportsmen. 343 
Table of cases ... ... ... 345 

Index ... ... ... ... 349 



PREFACE 


The compiler tenders his grateful thanks to the provincial 
Governments and officials for their patronage and courtesy which 
have enabled him to present the Eighth Edition of the Indian Arms 
Act Manual within a comparatively short period of the publication of 
the last edition (1928). From the “Table of Contents” it will be seen 
that the book has been largely revised. The judicial decisions of 
the several High Courts have been added to those under the 
respective sections of the Arms Act, The amendments to the 
Indian Arms Rules^ 1924, notified during the last three years 
have been incorporated and the Rules brought up to date — (May 
1931), supplemented by the orders of the central and provincial 
Governments framed for the guidance of the officials concerned. 

2. So far as the Rules and Orders of the local Governments are 
concerned those relating to Madras will be found on pages 188-202, 
The only addition is paragraph 39 (page 202) declaring the weapon 
known as “Zipo“ or “Life Preserver” as subject to restrictions con- 
tained in the Act. 

Bombay (pages 213-217.) The Local Government had expressed 
some doubt in regard to certain rules contained in the last edition, 
which were originally compiled from certain old records. With 
the exception, therefore, of paragraphs 36-38, (pages 216-217) they 
have been replaced by those contained in paragraphs 318-354, of the 
local Police Manual, Yolunie I, Sixth Edition, 1927. 

Bengal (pages 217-253), and United-Provinces* (pages 2^4-300) 
are reproduced almost in extenso, with corrections up to date, but 
with such alterations as appear suitable for the purpose, of the 
Manual. 

'N 

"^Punjab (pages 301-317) have been revised with reference to 
notification no. 8508 dated the 8th March 1929, 

Bihar and Orissa (pages 318-324) and North-West Frontier Pro- 
vine (pages 325-341). There have been no material alterations. 

4. Among the omissions are the Baluchistan, ’Bangalore 
Baroda and Berar Arms Rules which were framed on the same lines 
as the main Rules of 1924 and their utility is confined only to 
area of those provinces. The local rules of the Central Provinces 
and Assam have been left out as these Governments have published 
their own compilations on the subject for the use of officers in 
their respective provinces. 

* With the exception of two recent notifications of the United Provinces Govern- 

ment withdrawing exemptions as regards swords, daggers, spears, etc., in the 
CawnpOre and Benares districts. These two notifications are included in the list 
of ‘‘Corrections**, appended. 



Pbebaoe. 


5. In short no effort has been spared to make the manual 
as complete as possible for the purposes of district and police 
oflScers on whom the main responsibility for the administration 
of the Act and the Rules rests and also for the members of the 
legal profession. The compiler will however be grateful if any 
errors or omissions which have escaped his notice, are pointed 
out to him for the purpose of rectifying them in the list 
of Addenda and Corrigenda which may be found necessary to 
publish in consequence of any changes in the rules. This list will 
be supplied at a nominal price to the subscribers of the book who 
will kindly send their names to the undersigned. 


NAPIER Town, 

■^UBBULPORE, 
May, 1931. 


G. K. Roy. 



CORRECTIONS 


(1) Page 38, Note (i). In the last* line of clause (ii) add the word “note** 

after the word "are**. 

(2) Page 3^, note (10). In the last line for the words “28th February 1929** road 

“21st December 1928.” Add as note — 

(llA)— “The 'contrivance known as “Stop” is an “arm” within the moaning of 
section 4, and add as footnote — 

paragraphs 67, 67 A, 67B, 670, 67 D and 67E of Bengal Eules on page 229.*’ 

C3) Page 42. Note above note (44) may be numbered as (43 A) and for th# 
word “Kipan” in this note read *'Eirpan” 

(5) Page 60. Note (33) For the word “offene** read “offence” 

(4) Page 59. Note (32). For the figures “29” in the first line read ”19” 

(6) Pages 78-88., Head-lines. For the words “THE INDIAN ARMS 

Act” read the "THE INDIAN ARMS RULES." 

(7) Page 109, Footnote. For the word “seohnd” read “second** 

(8) Page 114, Note. In the first line for the word “non-judioal** read “non-judicial” 

(9) Page 138. Add the following, as notes (13A) and (13H) — 

(13 A) Under the provision in entry 1 of schedule II "of the Indian Arms Rules, 
1924, the exclusion from the operation of all prohibitions and directions 
contained in the Indian Arms Act, 1878, is hereby cancelled in the 
Cawnpore municipality and cantonment in respect of swords, spears, 
“ballams** axes, *‘kanlas,” daggars and “karaulis” in the possession of all 
persons other than such persons as were exempted in respect of these 
weapons before the introduction of the Indian Arms Rules, 1920, or under 
schedule I of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924. (U. P. notification no. 309 dated 
the 16th January 1931). 

(13B) Under the provision in entry 1 of schedule II of the Indian Arms Rules, 
1924, the exclusion from the operation of all prohibitions and directions 
contained _ in the Indian Arms Act, 1878, is Weby cancelled in the 
Benares district in respect of bayonets, swords, daggers, spears, spear* heads 
and “gandasas** in the possession of all persons, other than such persons 
as were exempted in respect of these weapons before the introduction of 
the Indian Arms Rules, 1920. or under schedule I of the Indian Arms 
Rules, 1924 (U, P. notification no. 2015 dated the I4th April 1931.) 

(40) Page 138. Note (20), In the last line for the figures “1920” read “1930”. 

(11) Page 160. Head-line. For the words “Schedule ix/* read “Schedule viil 

Fobm IX.” 

(12) Page 188. Footnote. For the word “bassed” read “based” 

(13) PAGE 230, paragraph 73. For the word “stampted” read 
“stamped.’* 

(14) Page 255, United Provinces. Add as para. 2A.— 

2 A. Withdrawal of exemptions in Cawnpore and Benares Districts 
swords, bayonets, daggers. Vide note (13A) 
and u3B) added to notes on page 138. 
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Government of India, Home Department Resolution, No. 2125-0.^ 
dated the 2l8t March 1919. --W or many years past the administration of 
the Arms Act has een the subject of adverse criticism, mainly be- 
cause European and East Indian subjects of His Majesty are exempted 
from the obligation to take out licences for the possession of firearms 
while Indians, outside certain privileged classes, have to apply for 
licences and even if successful in their applications, can, in most 
cases, obtain them only after enquiries as to their status and 
character. The Government of India have for some time past been 
anxious to remove this racial discrimination and to minimise the 
•delays and inconvenience which necessarily attend the present 
system of administering the law, and they have had prolonged 
correspondence with local Governments on the details of this intri- 
cate and diflScult subject. 

2- Some critics of the existing system demand the repeal of 
the Act, or in the alternative its administration on a purely fiscal 
basis, whereby any one desiring a licence could secure it without 
question, on payment of the prescribed fee. The Government of 
India doubt whether the serious objections to so simple a solution 
of the problem have been fully realised by those who advocate it. 
In their responsibility for the maintenance of order and tranquillity 
the Government of India are bound to take into account the effect 
which an unrestricted dissemination of firearms throughout the 
country-side might have upon serious crime. They cannot overlook 
the likelihood of such weapons being freely used in the dacoities, 
faction fights, and agrarian and religious riots which figure so 
frequently in the records of our criminal courts. In more than one 
province firearms illicitly obtained have, during recent years, played 
an appreciable part in serious crime, and the Government of India 
cannot contemplate with equanimity the similar use of such weapons 
in other provinces. They apprehend that if there were no restric- 
tions on the possession of firearms by lawless characters, such an 
increase in crimes of violence might ensue as would endanger the 
security of the country, and that it would be necessary largely 
to increase the number of armed police and to improve their 
equipment. 

3. The Government of India have decided, therefore, that the 
question cannot be dealt with on these lines. They have considered 
the possibility of abolishing all exemptions and requiring every one 
from the highest authorities downwards to take out a licence for 
the pessession of firearms. Enquiries showed the objections to this 
course. There is every reason to believe that a general cancellation 
of exemptions would be regarded as withdrawing a valued privilege 
if not as a mark of mistrust. 

* 4. , After repeated examination of the question the Government 

of India decided that the best chance of solving the problem lay first 
in rigidly restricting the number of exempted persons, and, secondly. 



2 


Resolution op Maech 1919. 


in arranging that persons of recognised status and character should, 
without distinction of race, ordinarily be entitled to obtain licences 
for the possession of firearms without enquiry or delay. While 
details were still under discussion the following resolution was 
moved in the Imperial Legislative Council and accepted by Govern- 
ment on the 19th September 1918 : — 

This Council recommends to the Governor-General in Council that a Committee 
of oMcial and non-ofBcial members of this Council be appointed to consider and report 
to the Governor-General in Council to what extent the Indian Arms Act and the 
rules thereunder can be amended. 

The whole question was then laid before a Committee composed, 
partly of official and partly of non-official members of the Council, 
and the Government of India are now in a position to formulate the. 
conclusions reached after examination of the report of this Com- 
mittee. These are as follows : — 


<1) All arms other than firearms and also firearms of an oobsblete 'character, 
possessing ^ a purely antiquarian value will be exempted from all the ‘ prohibitions 
and directions contained in the Arms Act, except in Burma, the Punjab and the 
Korth-West Frontier Provinces, provided that any local Government may retain the 
existing restrictions for particular weapons or in particular areas where such a course 
is necessary in the interest of law and order. 


(2) All distillations of a racial character will be abolished, but a restricted 
schedule of exempted persons will still be retained, the privilege being subject 
to the same restrictions in respect of the number and description of weapons as 
at present. 


Exempted pejreons will not be required to register their weapons but power 
will be reserved to the Government of India and the local Governments and Adminis- 
trations to require the registration of rifias, revolvers and pistols in the. possession 
of such persons where necessary. 

^ (4) Ths great land-holders included in -entry (6) of the schedule who at present 
enjoy exemption in respect o^^ weapons in the possession of their retainers, will in 
future be allowed exemption in respect of a fixed number of retainers whose 
weapons will be registered annually as retainers* weapons, their number and descrip- 
tion only being specified, 


•a cbaraotei and status licences for the possetsion of 

rifles (other than those of prohibited bores) and smooth bores will ordinarily be issued 
on application and without previous enquiry. It wiU be for local Governments to 
pesonhe for each province the qualifioations entitling any person to this privilege, 

SaliffliLs sfao^^^^ 


(») Membership of any order established by the Crown, or the possession of a 
title conferred recognised by the Government of India or of the Kaiser-i-Hind 
a certificate of honour. ^ (n) Membership, past or present, of the Indian 
provincial X legislative Council or inclusion in the list of Provincial Darbaris 
{tit) Payment of not less than Rs. 1000 per annum land revenue or Rs 250^fn mad 

■Rk Maiestv’s Militarv nw 'NTairoi a- commissioned or gazetted officer of 

. a comtnissioned’Indian oflfioer of iheTm^per^l Servi"e**Troons*^'n° Service or 

Being a pensioned ofSoet who before rSSent w J, h J r • <3'”^ 

included in any of the classes described in (r) or (ci) abovey official pCsition, 

new schedule of persons exempted require the 

open to the local Government to treat ortf n hcences, but it will be 

.(iiJL.’?: ™ »• «»<<■ '« rp,,. ft. , 
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(0 Licences for revolvers and pistols will be issued only in cases of real 
necessity and to persons of approved eharacter, the fee being fixed at an enhanced 
rate of Rs. 10, except in the North-West Frontier Province where no charge will be 
made, {ii) For a licence in Form XVI the fee will be raised to Hs. 5 for each breech- 
loading weapon but will remain, unchanged for muzzle-loaders. (Hi) Licences will 
be granted, if so desired, for an extended period of three years on a compounded fee 
subject to the existing conditions regarding the report of loss and transfer of the 
weapon, and subject further to the proviso that the local authorities shall have the 
right to enquire whether the weapon for which a licence has been granted is still 
in the possession of the licence holder, (iv) Special instructions will be issued .to 
afford facilities to agriculturists to obtain licences for the protection of crops or cattle 
and to secure that they are not withheld without good cause, (u) Licences, other 
than< those for the protection of crops or cattle when issued at the licence-holder’s 
place of permanent residence will be valid throughout British India, except Burma. 
Assam and the North-West Frontier Province, subject to any restrictions that may 
be necessary in regard to any particular province, (vi) Licences will not only be 
issued by District Magistrates, but also by such Sub-Divisional Ofiicers as the local 
Government may specially empower in this behslL For the purposes of enquiry 
preliminary to the issue of a licence, other agencies will, where possible, be employed 
in addition to or in substitution for the police. 


The necessary modification of the rules and schedules in order 
to give effect to these decisions is now being undertaken, but in order 
to give persons, who are exempted at present but will not be exempted 
in future, time to adjust themselves to the new conditions, the 
changes in the list of exempted persons and the enhancement of 
fees will not take effect until Isfc January 1920. 


The Report of the Indian Arms Rules Committee, dated the Both SepL 
19BB.--A. resolution was moved in the Assembly on the 8th of February 
. , 1922 by Baba Ujagar Singh Bedi, to the effect 

Introductory. ^ Committee with a non-official majority 

should be appointed by the Governor General in Council to examine 
the new Arms Rules, 1920, and to submit a report before the session 
making specific recommendations with a view further to amend 
them. The resolution was carried and was accepted by the Governor 
General in Council subject to adherence to the principles 

(1) , that there should be no racial discriminations in the rules, 

4nd 

(2) , that the Government must, retain the power to impose res- 
trictions to prevent, arms and particularly firearms from falling into 
the possession of lawless or dangerous persons. 

In accordance with the instructions contained in Resolution No, 
F.-57-1 dated the 1st June 1922, we have examined the Arms Rules, 
1920, and submit our recommendations to the Government of India 
for such action as they think desirable. . 

2., Our conclusions have been reached after an exhaustive 
examination of the views of local Governments, the recommenda- 
tions*" of the Committee appointed in 1919 to advise as to the 
principles on which the rules should be framed, and a large number 
of memoranda subniitted.to us by various members of the public 
many of .which were sent in response to a general invitation issued 

the .Governpi^Dt of India to those interested in the subject 
under discussion to communicate their views to_Government fOp 
ihe , iaformation ^ of - OQUOLmittee? We ' have examined orally 13 
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official and 16 nou-offioial witnesses including representatives of 
the army and the trade, whose evidence was taken in public of 
which much has already appeared in the columns of the press. 
We commenced our sessions in the month of July and spent ten 
days in recording evidence. We were unable to conclude our work 
then and for unavoidable reasons were compelled to postpone our 
deliberations until the Septemiber session of the Legisriature, For 
this reason there has been some delay in the submission of our 
report, 

3. We propose to deal first with the question of the retention, 
g g extension, or contraction of the list of exemp- 

xcmp ons. tions. Their total abolition has been advocated 

generally as a counsel of perfection, and the majority of the Com- 
mittee would prefer thfis course if it were practicable. Local 
Governments, however, are of opinion that at this stage the entircT 
abolition of exemptions would create grave, dissatisfaction amongst 
the classes hitherto exempted and would be unwise and inexpedient. 
With this conclusion the majority of the Committee are in agree- 
ment. A large number of non-official Indians both in their ^oral 
evidence and in their written memoranda maintain that the schedule 
of exemptions should be enlarged. After careful consideration of 
the views put before us and after examining in detail the entries 
in Schedule I, we are of opinion that the existing list of exemptions 
contained in that schedule is imperfect in some respects and we 
make the following recommendations regarding it 

Under entry (a) we would include ministers and members of 
the Imperial Legislature during their terms of office and Privy 
Councillors. The Committee by a majority, do not recommend a 
similar concession to members of the Provincial Legislatures, 

In regard to entry 6 (d), 6 (i) and 6 (g) we doubt whether 

the terms Great Sardars or Zamindars are sufficiently precise and 
we do not know what interpretation is placed upon them by the 
local Governments concerned, namely, the Punjab, the United 
Provinces and the Central Provinces. We therefore recommend 
that enquiries should be made from these local Governments whether 
they maintain lists of these categories, whom they include, and 
whether they are sufficiently elastic. It has been represented to 
us that in some oases gentlemen who are in fact big Zamindars are 
excluded because they are not on the provincial Darbar List. If 
this is so, we think that it is an undesirable restriction. We are 
further of opinion that due regard should also be paid to lineage 
and family position and the lists revised accordingly. If such lists 
of exemptions under this entry are not maintained we recommend 
that they should be prepared after the terms in question have <heen 
more precisely defined. ♦ ♦ ♦ 

Entry Ho. 7.— We are impressed with the evidence of Khan 
Bahadur Muhammad Saifullah Khan, Khan of Isa Khel, who ex- 
plained that the proviso in column 3 rendered this privilege to a' 
lai^e extent ineffective and we accordingly recommend the removal 
of the proviso. We are also of opinion that th® same privilesre 
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should be extended to the districts of Carapbellpur, Rawalpindi 
and any other district adjoining the North-West Frontier Province 
which are exposed to raids and dacoities unless the local Govern- 
ment take exception to this course. 

Entries 11, 11-^4 and 11-5. — We consider that it is unnecessary 
^0 retain these exemptions in the actual Schedule of exemptions. 
These items were included with a view to protecting, what may be 
termed the vested rights of the classes named, on the 1st of January 
1920, and we are of opinion that these rights should continue to 
be protected. We therefore recommend that all the present exemptees 
in the entries 11, 11- and 11-5 should be granted a life licence 
conferring on them the same privileges in respect of arms exempted 
from licence and fee which they now possess. The majority 
of the Committee do not recommend that this privilege should 
be extended to title holders, who received titles after the 1st of 
January 1920. 

Entry 13, — We recommend that an addition should be made to 
provide for the gift of swords or other arms by the Commander-in 
Chief or on his behalf. A similar addition should also be made in 
Schedule II, entry 3 (viz). Our colleague, Baba Ujagar Singh Bedi, 
has pointed out that some confusion exists in regard to entry 11 
(d) and entry 13. He considers that it should be made clear that 
entry 13 relates only to those who were presented with swords 
and arms after 1920. This follows as a matter of course if our 
recommendations are accepted as entries 11, 11-^ and 11-5 will 
be omitted, and entry 13 will be renumbered. We are content to 
leave this point of drafting to the special officer who, we propose, 
should be appointed for the purpose of redrafting the rules. 

4. • We considered the proposal that all stipendiary and honorary 
magistrates should be included in the list of exemptions ; but we 
are of opinion that a firearm cannot be regarded as a necessary 
part of the equipment of a magistrate as such and are unable 
to recommend this. The case of the police is sufficiently met 
by the fact that a revolver is already a part of the equipment 
of police officers above the rank of head constable. While in 
our view it is reasonable that all Government servants who, in the 
opinion of the local Government, require arras for the adequate 
discharge for their duty should be exempt from the payment of fees 
we cannot recommend that all Government servants should be in- 
cluded in Schedule I among the exempted classes. 

5. In the case of all exemptees we consider it of the highest 
importance that they should register all the arms they have in 
their possession ; and we recommend that registration should be 
compulsory. In regard to the limit imposed by certain local Govern- 
ments on the number of arms which may be possessed we have no 
evidence that such restrictions are irksome and indeed from the 
rules we have seen we are convinced that the scale allowed is gene- 
rous. We therefore recommend no interference with the restrictions 
at present imposed by local Governments on the number and kind 
of arms which can be possessed by exempted persons. It follows 
that we do not recommend a fixed scale which shall be uniform 
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throughout India. Conditions vary in different provinces and 
under the rales framed by the various local Governments exemptees 
can carry as many weapons as they reasonably require for purpose 
of protection or other legitimate purposes. 

6. A proposal has been put before us that the power of can-i, 
celling individual exemptions should be given to local Governments. 
We consider that the existing rules by which this power is vested 
in the Governor-General in Council should remain. 

7. Our colleagues Mr. Bajpai, Mr, Reddi and Mr. Faiyaz, Khan 
favour the adoption of a system by which licences should be issued 
without restriction to all applicants on payment of the prescribed 
fee save in the case of undesirable persons specified in a list kept 
for the purpose. This proposal, however, does not commend itself 
to the majority of the Committee, who regard it as entirely out- 
side the scope of practical politics- It is only exposed to the objec- 
tions we have urged to the total abolition of exemptions, but is 
npen to the serious criticism that a suitable or proper classification 
of undesirable persons would be impossible. ■ 


8. We next come to the entitled class. The evidence on the 
- . , , , question whether licences are often withheld 

n c cass from those who belong to this class is divided, 
but we would recommend removal of restrictio-ns in two directions. 
In our view eligibility to be included in the entitled class should be 
considerably extended, and the existing procedure in the matter of 
enquiry is susceptible of material relaxation. As to the eligibility 
we recommend that the payment of Rs, 500 land-revenue, Bs, 100 
in roads and public work cesses, any payment of income-tax and, in 
the case of a Government servant, receipt of a pay of Rs, 100 a month 
and over should be sufficient qualification. In the case of the Punjab, 
Madras and the Central Provinces we suggest that enquiry should 
be made whether the limit of land-revenue should not be Rs. 250 
instead of Rs. 500. Further the heads of Joint Hindu families should 
be included in this class, and the adult brothers and sons of entitled 


persons living jointly with them should be similarly regarded as 
belonging to it. As to the relaxation of the procedure of enquiry we 
think that lists of entitled persons should be maintained and that any 
'member of the entitled class applying for a licence should be granted 
one immediately without enquiry unless the District Magistrate has 
some definite reason to think that the applicant is an unfit person, in 
which case he may for reasons to be recorded in writing,, refuse the 
grant of a licence or cause enquiry to be made : in cases of refusal 
we would recognize a right of revision by the Commissioner or some 
officer of equal status nominated in this behalf by the local 
Government. In the existing rules no mention is made. of the entitled 
class, the principles regarding it being contained in a Resolution of 
the Government of India, No. 2125-0. Police, dated the 21j5t March 
1919, (page h ante). We are of opinion that it would be more satis- 
factory to the general public if the provisions. regarding the entitled*^ 
class with, the jnodificatioms we suggest were embodied . in; the rnJ^s 
as we:strQngly recornmend that this: abouM: be done. : 
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9* We have given careful consideration to the various questions 
which arise in connection with the grant of 
Licences. Ucences, especially licences for the possession 

of arms. Complaints have been’made to us regarding the administra- 
tion, in practice, of the Rules, especially as regards the delays in 
dealing with applications, the irksome nature of the enquiries 
sometimes instituted, the difficulty of securing renewal of licences 
already granted, and the difference in the restrictions imposed by the 
various local Grover nments. Indeed we are constrained to place it 
on record that in our opinion the various criticism which has been 
directed against the Arms Rules in some quarters is due not so 
much to inherent defects in the rules themselves as to the method 
in which they have been put into practice. We have therefore given 
our particular attention to methods of improving the executive 
ipachinery. 


10. We have referred above to the unnecessary inconvenience 
« . caused in some respects to would-be-licence- 

bnquiry. holders by reason of the delay in issuing 

licences. We recognise that this delay is frequently caused by the 
necessity for making enquiries about the fitness of a person to 
posses a weapon, and while we do not recommend that enquiry can be 
dispensed with in every case, we believe that the present practice by 
which enquires are almost entirely carried out by the police is open 
to objection by the public and should as far as possible be abandoned. 
We suggest that in any case in which a previous enquiry is 
necessary, particularly in case of entitled persons, the Idstrict 
Magistrate should make it, if possible, by any agency, official or 
non-official, he may choose other than the police, and whenever 
possible through a Magistrate. In any case in which it is found 
necessary to have an enquiry made through the agency of a police 
officer we are strongly of opinion that a licence should not be refused 
merely on the strength of the report of such an officer alone but that 
the District Magistrate should order a magisterial enquiry also 
before coming to a final decision. 


11, In some provinces we have found that the custom obtains 
. . of limiting the number of licences issued. We 

berS'ucencM ”””* found that the practice of individual 

District Magistrates in the same province 
varies. Any arbitrary limitation of the number of licences issued 
in a district or province may clearly lead to the refusal of a licence 
to a fit and proper person and we can see no justification for the 
adoption, save in exceptional circumstances, of his practice. In our 
view the normal practice should he that no limit should be placed on 
the qumber of licences which may be issued in any district or 
province. We recognise, however, that circumstances may arise in 
which a rapid increase in the number of arms in a particular area 
may be fraught with danger and we think it advisable that local 
Governments should have discretionary power, without being 
compelled to resort to the extreme measure of disarming, to limit 
the number of arms in any area or district if there is reason to 
apprehend serious danger from the free grant of licences and if 
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such restriction is necessary for the maintenance of the public 
tranquillity. 

12. We should recognise a right of revision in the case of refusal 

P . . , to grant a licence, but we would not disturb the 

secntio^**”* ***^**' existing rule which requires the sanction of the 
District Magistrate to a prosecution. 

13. The period covered by the licence varies in different 
Durafion of Licencei provinces, but we recommend that it should 

now be the calendar year. The scale of fees 
is discussed in paragraph 21 below. Persons should be allowed as 
at present to take licences for three years on payment of a composi* 
tion fee. We gather this rule is not widely known at present, and 
we think it would be desirable that the necessary steps should be 
taken to ensure its publicity. 

14. In some quarters the criticism has been made that persons 
T«npo»My licence*. ^®sirous of purchasing a weapon are put to 

inconvenience because they cannok produce the 
weapon when applying for the licence necessary jfor its possession, 
and it was therefore recommended that a temporary licence should 
be given to cover such purchase pending the grant of a licence for 
possession. We do not agree with this, and in our view a permanent 
licence should be issued at the time the applicant applies for a 
licence and the^ number and description of the weapons purchased 
should be filled in by the firms from whom the purchase is made and 
communicated by them to the District Magistrate concerned. 
In this matter a uniform practice should be adopted throughout 
India. 

15. Another instance in which the present system has been 

Licences for ner- operate to the inoonventence of the 

sons arriving by licence-holders or would-be licence-holders is 

that of person arriving at Bombay, Madras or 
Calcutta, etc., by sea, who are not in possession of licences and are 
therefore compelled to deposit their weapons with their agents or in 
the Customs House until a regular licence can be obtained. We 
therefore recommend that customs and police ofScers should be 
permitted to issue a temporary licence for fourteen days on payment 
of the full fee, a receipt being given to the licensee. On receipt of 
the proper licence from the authority empowered to issue the same 
no further fee should be payable. 

IS. We attach some importance to the stricter enforcement of 
Loss of Weapons. Condition 7 of the conditions under which a 
licence for the possession of arms and ammuni- 
tion is granted. It has been suggested to us that the procedure in 
the case of failure to report the loss of firearms should be tightened 
up. Dnt we are of opinion that the contingency is provided for by 
the conditions of the licence, and all that is required is its more rigid 
enfor^ment. We recommend however that the licence should also* 
speciftr the penalty laid down in the Act for breaches of this or any 
of the conditions under which the licence is ^ranted. 



The Arms B.(jebs Committee’s Report'. 


9 


Crop protection lice- 
nces. 


Form of licence. 


17. The question of a free issue of crop protection licences was 
raised by a number of witnesses. The evidence 
given by oflScial witnesses goes to prove that 
crop protection licences are issued freely but 
in some cases conditions are imposed, such as annual production of 
evidence of the purpose for which the licence is required, before 
renewal is granted. We recommend the freer issue of such licences 
and particularly on applications by or recommendations of land- 
lords^ who are well acquainted with the local conditions and the 
extent to which damage is done to crops by wild animals. 

18* We have been impressed with the fact that licences are 
frequently granted on flimsy paper which 
quickly perishes, and we recommend the uni- 
versal adoption of the Calcutta form. There the licence is printed on 
stout paper, and is enclosed in covers such as is used in the case of 
passports. To the licence, a leaflet of instructions, in the vernacular 
of the province or in English, at the option of the licensee, should be 
annexed. These instructions should indicate the procedure laid 
down for the renewal of the licence and the restrictions to which the 
licensee is subject. In this matter we plead for uniformity through- 
out India. It has been suggested that the all-India, the provincial, 
and the district licence form should bear distinctive marks, and a 
different colour for each has been proposed. We do not regard this 
suggestion as of vital importance, but pass it on to the Government 
of India for consideration. 

19. A single licence form should be used for all the weapons 
licensed and not a separate licence for each 
arm. We have found diversity of practice in 

the different provinces in this respect and we recommend that there 
should be uniformity. 

20. As regards the renewal of licences we are of opinion that 

Renewal of licence* existing procedure is susceptible of improve- 

Kenewalot licence,. when a licence 

has once been issued, it should be necessary for a District Magistrate 
to sanction renewal. The licensee may have changed his district or 
he may live in an inaccessible locality. The inconvenience then 
caused is considerable and easily avoidable. We therefore recommend 
that licences should be renewed by any Magistrate or any Sub- 
Divisional Magistrate in the district in which the licensee is residing 
or in any other district in which he is known. In the case of a 
renewal of a licence in a district other than that in which the licence 
was originally issued we recommend that the original licence should 
be renewed and the authority which issued the original licence 
supplied with information of renewal. The production of firearms 
should nob in our opinion be a precedent condition to the renewal of 
a licence. 

21* In regard to the scale of fees we find that there are indica- 
tions that the present fees are regarded as too 
high (except for a provincial licence in the 
North-West Frontier Province) especially in the case of breech- 
loading guns. We recommend the following scale in all provinces 

2 


Single licence. 


Fees. 
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except for provincial or district licences in the North-West "Frontier 
Province and possibly frontier districts of the Punjab ; — 

Initial Pee — Revolver Rs. 10 ; Rifle Rs, 5 ; Breech-Loading Gun 
and ‘22 bore Rifle Es. 3 ; Muzzle-loading Gun or Air-Gun requiring 
a licence, annas 12 ; the enhancement of the fee from annas 8 to 
annas 12 being intended to meet the cost of the improved and more 
expensive form of licence. The fees on renewal should be reduced 
and we recommend that they should be respectively Rs. 5, 2*'8-0, 
1-8-0 and annas 8 ; but if renewal applications are not made within 
a month after the expiry of the period covered by the licence we 
recommend that it should be open to the District Magistrate in lieu 
of prosecution to levy the initial fee in full. No reduction of fee on 
account of composition is required. 

Payment of fees should be by non- judicial stamp and applicants 
should be allowed to send their applications for licences or renewal 
of licences by post. 

As stated earlier in our report all Government servants who are, 
Exemption from fees. opinion of their local Giovernment, 

required to possess arms for the adequate 
discharge of their duty, and all members of the Auxiliary and 
Territorial Forces, should be permitted to possess two arms without 
payment of fees. Exemptees should, as at present, pay no fees and 
those who will, if our recommendations are accepted, receive a life 
licence should similarly pay no fees for the arms which they are 
entitled to possess. We consider that the question of the extended 
issue of firearms free of fee in the North-West Frontier Province and 
Frontier districts should be carefully examined by the local autho- 
rities and we strongly recommend that, subject to such enquiries, 
action on these lines should be taken. W© sympathise with the 
view of the arms-dealers that the existence of a separate fee for 
a licence for import into India and transport to destination is a 
distinct hardship, and in our opinion there should be a single 
fee only. 

22. Under the rules no limits are placed on the amount of 
» % • 15 1 - ammunition which may be possessed ; but local 

of po*\ersron*^1 Governments, have themselves imposed limita- 
ann^nition. tioBS. From the evidence before us we consider 

that these restrictions are in some cases 
unnecessary and calculated to inconvenience the bona^iide sports- 
man. A uniform procedure in this respect is desirable throughout 
India and we accordingly recommend that no limit of ammunition 
should be fixed in the case of shot-guns or '22 bore or target rifles. 
In the case of^ revolvers we recommend a limit of 100 rounds and in 
the case of rifles a limit of 200 rounds per rifle. Any persorf who 
can prove that he needs more than 100 rounds for a revolver or 200 
rounds for a rifle should be given a licence for a larger number. 
At the time of the purchase of revolver and rifle ammunition the 
licence should, in our judgment, be produced. We are also of 
opinion that measures should be taken to facilitate the export of 
arms and ammunition to persons residing in feudatory states. 
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23. We have discussed in some detail questions affecting the 

issue of licences because we feel that the public 
^l-India licences j^ave legitimate grievances, and we believe that 
procSurer****^ ^ improvements can be effected for their benefit 
without in any way impairing the efficiency 
of the Arms Act administration. We desire now to make two 
proposals which we think may have material effect in allaying 
whatever dissatisfaction may remain. In the first place, we recom- 
mend that the issue of all-India licences should be as unrestricted 
as possible and should be generally encouraged, and that certainly 
every member of the entitled class to whom a licence is not refused 
should get an all-India licence if he desires it. Further, we see no 
suflBicient reason why Assam and Burma should be excluded from, 
the all-India licence and would recommend their inclusion. In this 
connection we also recommend, with reference to entry no. (1) in 
Schedule II, that enquiry should be made from the Punjab, Burma, 
North-West Frontier Province and Delhi whether the retention of 
these provinces in column 1 is really required, and whether the 
power given in column 3 is not sufficient to meet all reasonable 
requirements. Secondly, we strongly advocate greater expedition 
in dealing with applications for licences and renewals. We have 
dwelt already on the possible inconvenience caused to the public. 
With the object of remedying the existing state of affairs it has been 
proposed that in each district a special department or a local 
advisory board should be established to deal exclusively with matters 
connected with the administration of the Arms Act. We are not 
in favour of the establishment of such a department or board, as 
the result would probably be even greater delay than at present, 
but we. recommend that local G-overnments should be asked to issue 
instructions to district officers that they should appoint additional 
staff when necessary to deal expeditiously with applications for 
licences and renewals when applications are received in such numbers 
that the District Magistrate is not able to deal with them promptly 
with his ordinary staff. 

24. We now come to a number of miscellaneous points of 

Poinis of detail. detail and we propose merely to give a brief 

record of our conclusions. 

25. It has been suggested by the military authorities that the 

„ restrictions on the possession of revolvers 

rev<^verB should be tightened up. We recognise that 

the unrestricted possession of revolvers might 
be a menace to the public tranquillity ; nevertheless, we do not 
recommend any tightening up of the existing restrictions which 
seem to be adequate. At any rate they have not been shown to 
have failed. The existing restrictions should, however, remain. 

26. Enquiry has been made whether the import into India- 

revolvers should be prohibited, 
and *450 bore. ^ military authorities see no necessity for 

the prohibition and we do not recommend it. 
There are, however, good reasons why the import of *450 bore 
revolvers which take service ammunition should be prohibited, 



l2 Thb Abms Rtjibs Committeb’s Repobt. 


and vre recommend that such prohibition should be included in 
the rules. 

27. In regard to rifles of prohibited bore, we recommend that 
iio prohibition is necessary in the case of those 
Kifle* of proWbited jifleg foj which service ammunition cannot 
“**■ be used and the ammunition of which cannot 

be used for service rifles, but we make this recommendation subject 
to any objections which the military authorities may wish to place 
before the Government of India 


28. It has been suggested that the import of arms should be 

permitted through the post office, but we 
Uir”if*h* st ****** general rule such as this would be 

roug pos dangerous, and accordingly we are opposed to 

the adoption of this practice. 

29. The rules regarding retainers have been represented as 

Rrtuners inadequate, but no specific instances of hard- 

* ‘ ' ship have been brought to our notice, and we 

are of opinion that no change is required. 


30. A proposal was made to us that licences granted to the 
Carrying of arms head of a family should be held to cover the 
on journey* by female Carrying of arms by dependent members of the 
member* of licensee’s family, particularly in the case of adult female 
family. members travelling alone. We are of opinion 

that the acceptance of this principle in such general terms might 
be dangerous. We think, however, that there is much to he said 
for the wife of a licensee being permitted to carry a weapon for 
purposes of protection on a railway journey, and we recommend that 
to this extent the proposal should be accepted. 


31. We agree that the practice hitherto followed by licensed 
dealers of employing assistants to conduct 
their business in their temporary absence should 
continue, and that it is unnecessary to take further steps to 
legalise it. 


Sale by{agents. 


32. As regards reciprocity with Indian States, it has been 
, proposed that reciprocal arrangements should 

**** made in all matters connected with arms 
" administration. We recognise that unrestricted 

reciprocity is clearly impossible. Some States have no Arms Act 
or Rules, and in others the administration of their rules proceeds on 
different lines from those which obtain in British India. We could 
not with equanimity contemplate a large number of persons from 
Indian States coming into British India in possession of arms on 
the ground that they are exempted in their State. On the 'other 
hand our exemptions provide for the exemption in British India of 
a number of high officials belonging to Indian States, and we there- 
fore recommend that the Government of India should endeavour to 
secure reciprocal arrangements with any State which can satisfy 
the Government of India that they have properly administered 
Arms Rules, 
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33, We recommended that the same power be given to the 

Commissioner in Sind and the District Magis- 
Duinct authoiMe*, Karachi, in respect of the grant of 

R.arachi. licences for the export of arms and ammunition 

to Indian States by dealers in Karachi as are at present possessed 
by particular officers named in Schedule VI in respect of arms 
exported from elsewhere in India. 

34, We have not considered a number of technical points and 

minor errors and omissions in the existing 
Appointment of a Ruieg (jq which reference has been made in 
the ArmRule^ the Correspondence or the evidence we have 
examined. Our object has not been so much 
to revise the Arms Rules from the point of view of draftsmanship as 
to suggest improvements which will benefit the public. As regards 
the technical defects of draftsmanship we are not qualified to express 
an opinion, nor is it our duty to do so. We recommend, however, 
that an officer might profitably be placed on special duty to redraft 
the Rules, in the light of the recommendations made in this report 
and that an expert from the trade should be invited to assist him. 
In our opinion it would enable the ordinary licence-holder to get a 
grasp of the Rules which are of importance to him, namely, those 
relating to the issue and renewal of licences, the fees payable, and 
the restrictions imposed, if these Rules were issued in a self-con- 
tained section. The Rules as they stand are very confusing and 
are so comprehensive that the average licensee finds it difficult to 
disentangle those which concern him from those which are in the 
nature of technical instructions. 

*■*■**•*•■*•**■*• 


Minute of dissent by Bai Bahadur B. P. Bqjpai, M. L. A., Member, 
Arms Rules Committee, dated the ^7th September 1922. 

Paragraph 7.— I do not agree with the majority of the 
Committee that my proposal to issue licences to all applicants 
on the payment of the prescribed fee, save in the case of 
undesirable persons, specified in a list to be kept for the purpose 
is outside the range of practical politics. The policy of the 
Government of India in regard to the administration of Arms 
Rules has all along been a subject of hostile criticism in the 
country. It is urged that innumerable restrictions and limita- 
tions imposed on the possession of firearms have led to the 
emasculation of the Indian manhood. Those of us who were 
connected with the recruiting work during the great war know with 
what difficulty recruits could be procured for combatant strength in 
the army. The reason is obvious. People in the interior who have 
seldom seen a breech-loading gun would hardly agree to become 
soldiers and fight in the trenches. I think it is not impossible to 
prepare a schedule of exclusions. The Police maintain a register 
of bad characters, and a list of persons convicted of heinous offences 
can be obtained from the office of the District Magistrate. Bad 

nharacfcers. nArsfinss nnnvinhpH nf Vioinmia /%fFan/kaet 
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criminal tribes may be excluded. I think the time has now come 
for the Government of India to take courage in both their hands 
and adopt my suggestion, which I believe, will not only disarm 
criticisms levelled in season and out of season against the Govern- 
ment but also prove a source of considerable strength to the British 
Empire in the hour of need. 

Paragraph 3 entry 1 — (a). 

I think it is only fair that the members of the Provincial 
Legislatures should also be exempted. To me it appears an invidious 
distinction to exempt members of the Central Legislature and 
to deny the same privilege to Provincial Legislators. After 
all a considerable body of both the Legislators is drawn from 
the same class of citizens. This distinction, I am sure, will lead to 
considerable bitterness and heartburning. I shall, therefore, recom- 
mend to the Government of India to exempt the members of 
Provincial Legislatures as well. 

Entry 6 (g). 

(а) In Oudh all Taluqdars as such are exempt. Some of 
them pay nominal land revenue, while non-Taiuqdar 
Zamindars to enjoy the privilege of exemption are re- 
quired to pay twenty-thousand rupees land revenue. I 
think, with a view to assuage feelings which are running 
very high with regard to the exemption of Zamindars 
in the provinces of Agra and Oudh, I shall suggest that 
all Zamindars who pay Rs. 3,000 or over as land revenue 
should be exempted. My recommendation coincides 
with the recommendation made by the United Provinces 
Landholders’ Conference which met at Lucknow in 
July last. 

(б) Heads of Joint Hindu families who pay Es. 3,000 or 
upwards as land revenue should also be exempted and 
the adult male members on the analogy of the entitled 
class be considered as belonging to it. 

Entry 11, 11 (A) and 11 (B). 

I do not agree with the majority of the Committee in their 
recommendations to grant a life licence to exemptees falling 
under these categories. I am not convinced that the removal 
of these entries from Schedule I will satisfy title holders who 
received these distinctions after the year 1920. They will 
continue to feel that, while their more fortunate brethern are 
exempt to all intents and purposes, they are called upon to 
apply for licences. Most of the title-holders who received these 
decorations after 1920 feel that a rare privilege is denied to them. 

Big landholders and a large number of title-holders have got 
large stakes in the country. I, therefore, see no reason why tfeey 
should not be exempted. Consequently I recommend that entries 
11, ■ 11 (A) and 11 (B) should not only be retained but that all future 
title-holders, etc., should also be exempted. 

Paragraph 4. 

I do not agree with the majority of the Committee when 
they recommend that Magistrates, etc., should not be exemnted. 
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I think all Magistrates, Stipendiary or Honorary, Honorary Munsifs 
and Honorary Assistant Collectors should be exempted. Magistrates 
do need firearms to protect themselves when they are put in charge 
of processions, etc. 

Paragraph 5, 

I think it unnecessary to place restrictions on the number of 
firearms to be possessed by an exemptee. I shall, therefore, recom- 
mend that no restrictions be placed on the possession of firearms by 
exemptees who are almost always loyal and law-abiding citizens. 


Minute of dissent by Mr. Muhammad Faiyaz Khan, if. L. A*, Mem^ 
her of the Arms Rules Committee, dated the 18th October 192^. 

I am sorry that I have disagreed on some points in the Arms 
Rules Revising Committee, which run as follows : — 

(1) I do not agree on the ground of principle that the members 
of the Imperial Legislature should be exempted from the operation 
of the Arras Act only so long as they continue to be members. 
A person may not enjoy any concession, but if he does, he 
should not be deprived of it during his life-time, unless there is 
something to prove that he has become less trustworthy. A member 
of the Imperial Legislature does not lose any part of his worth or 
his sense of responsibility by ceasing to be a member, Member- 
ship is only an apparent proof of a mans qualities, and his retire- 
ment does not involve any kind of turpitude at all. I therefore 
strongly hold that the members of the Imperial Legislature should 
enjoy this privilege during their life-time. 

(2) I fail to understand why the entitled class should only 
be based on money consideration. A person may not be a Govern- 
ment servant or may not be paying the prescribed sum to the 
Government as revenue or taxes, but still he may be as good or 
even a better citizen than many of the Government servants and 
those paying the prescribed sum to the Government as revenue or 
taxes. The professor of a Communal College is an instance in 
point, who is neither a Government servant nor paying anything 
as tax. Again, the son or sons of a Zamindar may be thoroughly 
satisfactory men for keeping a weapon and still may not be paying 
any revenue or income tax in their name. 

I really do not see why education be not also regarded as a 
sufficient qualification for coming under this class. Wealth may 
lead a man astray and may even bring him down to the position 
of a beast, but education alone is a sure agent for ennobling charac- 
ter. I would therefore suggest the inclusion of the following to 
the entitled class. — 

(а) Barristers, Pleaders, Vakils of High Courts of 5 years’ 

standing ; 

(б) Professors, Readers and Lecturers at Colleges affiliated to 

an Indian University ; 

(c) M. As. ; 
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(d) B As. of seven years’ standing ; 

(e) Government Pensioners drawing Rs. 100 and over per 
month. 

(3) It should be expressly provided in the Arms Act that the 
licences will not be held back on the basis of the individual political 
views, and those who come under entitled class will get their 
licences as a right and not as a favour. What justification was 
there for the forfeiture of licences and arms of such revered, noble 
and peace-loving citizens as Pandit Motilal Nehru, Lala Bhagwan 
Das, Khwaja Abdul Majid and S. Asif Ali, etc.. The refusal to issue 
or renew a licence to Indians of this position, though a proof of the 
“frame”- being made of “steel" has the inevitable effect of lowering 
the prestige of the Government in the country. Big Zamindars 
and money-lenders paying a large revenue to the Government have 
been refused licences on the ground of their wearing “Khaddar." 

On the refusal or the forfeiture of licences, I have received a 
good many letters from respectable people ; and the following are 
the copies of a few interesting letters (not printed) in my possession 
which will reveal the methods some time adopted by some of the 
District Magistrates. * * * * * 

********* 

It is unfortunate indeed that some time the zamindars and other 
respectable people are deprived of the right of possessing fire-arms 
by licence, while Anglo-Indians of the position of a railway-guard 
are being granted licences, even for revolvers. The Government 
of India, whose vision is certainly broader than most of the District 
Magistrates may not, perhaps like them, be so narrow-minded, but 
their impetuosity has no limit. Let us, therefore, put a brake 
upon their rashness and local prejudices by an express provision 
of the Act. 

(4) The present Arms Act requires or it is at least a practice 
in some of the districts, to bring or send the arms, after having 
bought it, to the collectorate to have the number of the arms 
endorsed on the . licence, and I know a good many instances of a few 
Englishmen of higher service — District Judge and Joint Magistrate 
— Who instead of sending or bringing their arms to the collectorate, 
they just send a letter or a chit to the collectorate and give the 
number of arms in it for endorsement. I am of opinion that nobody 
should be required to bring or send his arms for ' endorsement to the 
collectorate, he should just mention the number of the arms in a 
letter addressed to the authority concerned, or if it is necessary at 
all that the arms should be presented before the endorsement 
authority, then each and every one, whatever position he may hold, 
should be required to present his arms before the endorsement 
authority and no letter or chit should be permitted to anyone. 

(5) The limit of 200 cartridges per rifle is one of the most 
important questions from the sportsman’s point of view ; if this limit 
means 200 cartridges per rifle per year then certainly it will be mosb 
objectionable ; 200 cartridges will never be suflScient even for a 
month in a sporting district, but if it means that not more than 200 
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cartridges can be bought or kept at one time then there is not much 
objection. But why* limit the number of ammunition at all ? When 
the Government relies on a person for an arm with a certain limited 
number of ammunition, then I fail to understand why the same 
person should not be relied upon for an unlimited number of 
ammunition. Why should the Government of India be responsible 
for this sort of act and restriction, which is bound to create dis- 
content in the country, or at least among the sportsmen, and make 
the Government unpopular. I know of no country in the world 
putting such sort of restriction on the amount of ammunition to be 
possessed by a licensee. 

(6) There is one more important point to which I would like 
to draw the attention of the Government, which is about the 
punishment meted out to the holders of unlicensed arms and 
ammunition. Cases have been known where an Anglo-Indian has 
been fined a few rupees, and his arm confiscated, for unlawfully 
possessing an arm, while an Indian had to undergo a few months’ 
simple or rigorous imprisonment for even unlawfully possessing a 
sword. In the eye of law there is no such distinction between an 
Englishman, Anglo-Indian, or an Indian, then why the distinction 
in the punishment. There is no reason why should an Englishman 
or an Anglo-Indian escape by merely paying a few rupees as fine 
and a poor Indian has to undergo simple or rigorous imprisonment 
for the same offence. If I am right there is a provision in the 
Government Order No. 454- VI-989, ‘ dated 14th March 1887, which 
clearly says that the offences against the Arms Act “would as a rule 
be sufficiently punished by fine.” I am afraid this order of the 
Government is never acted upon. There must be a uniformity in 
the punishment of an Englishman, Anglo-Indian or an Indian under 
this Act, and this will undoubtedly allay the bitter feeling of the 
racial distinction. 

There is every probability that under the new rules, more 
applications for licences will be coming in. If, then, the reforms 
are in reality the first step on the road to Self-Government, then 
these applications should be dealt with in the spirit of real justice 
and right and not as a favour. There are no doubt several District 
Magistrates whose attitude towards such applicants has been reason- 
able, but unfortunately the majority of them are still too proud and 
not yet prepared to consider themselves as servants but always pose 
themselves as masters, and do not feel that a new era has set in. 
They ought to be told in plain words that the grant of a licence to 
an entitled person is never a special favour or a privilege but they 
deserve it as a matter of right. Let me quote here a sentence from 
the speech of Mr. Iswar Saran, M. L. A., delivered in the Legislative 
Assembly on the 8th September 1923 at Simla, who in other words 
truly represents the public opinion and this applies in each and 
every case. He says : — 

“We do not want the white man to be our perpetual ruler, 
©ur perpetual trustee, our perpetual guardian. We have had 
enough of this everlasting trust. We, extend to the white man, 
and I speak with absolute truth and sincerity, the hands of 
3 
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fellowship and good comradeship, but I do resent and as long as 
there is the last breath of life in me, I shall continue to resent the 
perpetual domination of the Civil IService or any other service ” 

Unless the principle is accepted by the Government and faith- 
fully acted upon by the District Magistrates any improvement upon 
the present Arms Rules will be a farce. I cannot emphasise upon 
this point too much. The entitled class should never be debarred 
from holding the licence except on the only ground of moral 
turpitude. I must, however, make it clear that I do not regard any 
attempt on the part of an Indian to criticise the policy or the official 
of the Government or any desire on his part expressed in words or 
act to bring about a fundamental change in the policy of the Govern- 
ment, as amounting to moral turpitude. The District Magistrates 
must not allow themselves to be carried away by what they hear 
from the police or those unfortunate class of non-official people who 
are called the flatterers, official favour-seekers, title and job-hunters 
and sycophants, who as a matter of fact have taken on themselves 
the duty to always misrepresent the true spirit and condition of 
the country and the individuals, simply to satisfy their personal 
aggrandizements, and those unfortunate officials who are misled 
by this class of people, not only ruin their own reputation and 
position but that of the Government, too, along with them. They 
should always coolly form their own opinion, and without the least 
fear of contradiction I can say, that this class of people, — who are 
never considered anybody in public eye, who always mislead the 
officials and hence the Government — are unfortunately the chief 
and the only root cause of all the present discontent and situation 
in the country. The personal considerations would defeat the ends 
of justice and fair play and bring a bad name to the Government. 

With due respect to the President of the Arms Rules Revising 
Committee,' I may say that I do not for a moment accept the 
arguments sometimes put forward before the witnesses, that the 
presence of too many arms may prove dangeroUvS to the public on 
such occasions as the Arrah or Katarpore riots. I wonder why no 
such riots ever take place or have ever taken place in any of the 
Indian States, although the use of arms there is almost freer than 
in British India. It entirely depends. If I may say so, on the 
temperament of the people and the way in which delicate situations 
are handled by the Government. In the Indian States, there is no 
such thing as quarrels between the Hindus and the Musalmans, 
probably because their rulers do not seem to have yet adopted the 
unwise policy of the “divide and rule.” 

K I remember it right the Committee had decided that the 
powers of fixing the number of licences in any district, in the case 
of necessity should still remain with the local Government. JMEay 
I just say a few words about this— and finish this minute of dissent 
with the hope that these new rules will be dealt with a new and a 
broader vision— I do not think there is any harm if the local Govern- 
ments be given such powers, but, before limiting or reducing the 
number of licences in any particular district, I hope the looar 
Government will kindly announce through their local gazettes— at 
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least a rDonth before — the name with the date of the district where 
this new order is to be enforced, and also the reasons for doing so, 
with the opinion, if possible, of some of the leading oflScials and 
non-officials of the district concerned, then and then alone should 
the local Governments be empowered to enforce this order. 


Government of India, Resolution, No. F . — 
dated the Srd November 19B6. 

In pursuance of a resolution moved in the Legislative Assemb- 
ly on the 8fch of February 1922 by Baba TJjagar Singh Bedi, a 
Committee was appointed by the Governor-General in Council to 
examine the Indian Arms Rules, 3920, and to make recommendations 
with a view to their amendment. In accepting this resolution 
the Governor-General in Council had made it plain that there could 
be no departure from the two principles : — 

(1) that there should be no racial discrimination in the rules, and 

(2) that the Government must retain the power to impose 
restrictions to prevent arms and particularly firearms from falling 
into the possession of lawless or dangerous persons. 

The Committee submitted its report in November 1922. On the 
15th of February 1923 the Hon’ble Home Member stated in the 
Legislative Assembly that subject to enquiries from local Govern- 
ments and other authorities concerned on certain points of detail 
the Government of India were prepared to accept the main recom- 
mendations of the Committee. They could not^ however announce 
their decision on all the recommendations made without prior 
consultation with local Governments who are in charge of the 
detailed administration of the rules. Local Governments accordingly 
were asked for their views and at the same time were requested to 
give effect as far as possible to the principles adopted by the 
Committee where this was feasible pending the modification of the 
rules of 1920. The replies of local Governments have now been 
received and have been fully examined by the Government of India. 
The Indian Arms Rules, 1920, have been amended where necessary 
and are now republished as the Indian Arms Rules, 1924 : hut many 
recommendations accepted in whole or in part involve no amendment 
of the rules, and on these the Government of India are now pleased 
to announce their decisions. 

2. In paragraphs 3 to 7 of their report the Committee deal with 
the question of exemptions. The Government of India agree 
with the general principle adopted by the Committee that the con- 
finement of the privilege of exemption is in the special circumstances 
of India preferable to its total abolition. They accept the conclu- 
sions regarding entry l-(a) and entries 11, 11- A and ll-B of the 
schedule of exemptions, but they only agree to the proposal that 
members of the Imperial Legislature should enjoy exemption for 
their term of office with some reluctance. It is opposed by local 
Governments on the one hand, as creating an invidious distinction 
between the members of the Central and of Provincial legislatures, 
and on the other hand certain members of the Central legislatures 
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claim a life-exemption and not merely exemption for their terms of 
office. As regards entry 6 (d), 6 (/), 6 (g), and 6 (i), enquiries have 
been made from the local G-overnments concerned. They are averse 
from the preparation of lists in the sense recommended by the 
Committee. It is pointed out with justice that exemption is not 
conferred on certain Great Sardars or Zamindars as a right but as 
a privilege and that if the term were precisely defined and a list of 
all persons who came within that definition were maintained the 
fact of inclusion in the list would encourage claims for exemption 
as a matter of right. Moreover, the compilation of list on a logical 
and uniform basis throughout India would present difficulty and 
would inevitably result in anomalies. The most expedient course, 
therefore, and that which will secure the maintenance of the prin- 
ciple that exemption is a privilege and at the same time minimise 
the inconvenience referred to by the Committee, is to attempt no 
definition of the terms Great Zamindars or Great Sardars or the 
like in the rules and the schedule, but to leave it to the several local 
Governments themselves to determine what persons or classes of 
persons should be included in these categories. The schedule has 
therefore been amended accordingly. 

3. The Government of India after consultation with the local 
Government on the Committee’s observation on entry No. 7, are of 
opinion that there is no necessity to retain entries 7 (c) and 8 of 
Schedule I in view of entries 8 and 9 of Schedule IV. The proviso 
therefore to entry 7 (c) in column 3 automatically disappears. As 
regards the recommendation that the same privilege should be 
extended to the districts of Campbellpur, Rawalpindi and other 
districts adjoining the North-West Frontier Province, the local 
Government after careful consideration, have reported that no 
extension of this privilege is required, but in order to meet the 
danger of raids in the Attock District, suggest that power be given 
to them to issue licences for going armed in that district without 
payment of fee. The Government of India accept this suggestion and 
have accordingly amended the heading of the appropriate licence form. 
As regards entry 13, after careful consideration, they have decided 
that the words “or the Commander-in Chief’ should be added. 

4. The Government of India accept the recommendation made 
in paragraph 4. 

5. In paragraph 5 the Committee recommend that all exemptees 
should register the arms in their possession in respect of which 
they enjoy exemption and that registration should be compulsory. 
The Government of India accept the principle of registration but 
have decided that registration should be confined to firearms, and 
that no fee should be charged. In practice, they consider it would 
suffice if every exemptee were required to furnish the District Magis- 
trate with information as to the weapons in his possession, failure 
to do so rendering him liable to the cancellation of his exemption. 

6 . To give effect to the recommendation regarding entries 11, 
11 -A and ll-R, the Government of India have decided that those 
entries will be deleted from the Schedule and that no mention will 
06 xn 8 .u 6 of thos 6 classGs in. the revised rules. Every person now 
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enjoying the privilege of exemption under these entries in the rules 
of 1920 or under entry 12 thereof, since the same considerations 
apply in their case also, will, on application, receive free of all fees, 
a licence in form XVI, specially made valid for the lifetime of the 
licensee in respect of any arms now in his possession and hitherto 
exempt from licence provided he applies within six months of the 
coming into force of the rules of 1924, The privilege will not of 
course extend to title-holders who received titles after the 1st of 
January 1920, who unless otherwise exempt, will, as before, be required 
to take out a licence under the rules. 

7, In paragraph 8 the Committee recommend that in extension 
of the classes described in Home Department resolution No. 2124-0., 
dated the 21st March 1919, (page 1, ante) the payment of Rs. 500 land 
revenue, of Rs. 100 in roads and public works cesses, any payment 
of income-tax, and in the case of a Government servant receipt of a 
pay of Rs. 100 a month and upwards should be the qualification con- 
stituting eligibility for what is commonly known as the “entitled 
class.” The Governor General in Council accepts the principle 
underlying this recommendation that the grant of licences should 
be less restricted, and more free from irksome enquiries than 
was represented to be the case by many witnesses examined by 
the Committee and agrees with the qualifications suggested by the 
Committee as providing sufficient prima facie justification for the 
possession of arms. He is unable, however, to accept the recom- 
mendation that provisions recognizing and constituting an “entitled 
class” should be embodied in the rules. Conditions vary greatly 
in different provinces in India. In some quarters a practice is in 
force more liberal than that recommended by the Committee ; but 
in others it is necessary in the interest of law and order to secure 
that arms do not fall into the possession of lawless or disaffected 
persons, and therefore they are unwilling to embody in statutory 
rules any provision which would have the effect of curtailing the 
power or discretion of the District Magistrate in ordering enquiries. 
The term “entitled class” is somewhat unfortunate. The rules 
as now framed contain no provisions inconsistent with the principle 
underlying the recommendation of the Committee, but the term 
“entitled class” has created the erroneous impression that there 
is a special class, enjoying fewer privileges than the exemptees, 
but greater than those who are neither exemptees nor members of 
the “entitled class.” There is of course no such special class. 
The term is merely intended to comprise all those whose means and 
status prima facie connote respectability and therefore justify the 
presumption that they are fit and proper persons to possess arms. 
While therefore no mention will be made of an “entitled class” 
in the statutory rules, at the same time the Government of India 
are aniious that the qualifications recommended by the Committee 
should be generally adopted by the local Governments and should 
be made widely known. Where, however, a local Government has 
laid down more liberal qualifications, these should not now be 
abandoned. They cannot support the recommendation that lists of 
the “entitled class” should be maintained ; the qualifications 
are so low that each district list would be voluminous, and its 
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preparatiou and maintenance would involve cne appointment of a 
special staff. The expenditure and labour involved would be wholly 
incommensurate with the results obtained. 

8. ’ In paragraph 10, the Committee recommend that where 
enquiry is necessary the agency of the police should not, if possible, 
be employed ; but that if no other agency of enquiry is available 
a licence should not be refused on the strength of a police report 
alone but only after a further magisterial enquiry. The Government 
of India are unable to concur in this recommendation and are 
constrained to deprecate a reflection on the good faith of the police. 
The replies of local Governments indicate that it is impossible to 
eliminate enquiry by the police in the cities and that owing to the 
shortage or absence of suitable revenue staff, no other agency is 
available in many district areas. At the same time the replies show 
that enquiry is frequently carried out by other agencies where these 
are available. The Government of India are of opinion that the 
agency of enquiry is really a matter for local Governments and are 
accordingly adverse from imposing any restriction on the choice of 
agency. They leave the matter in the hands of local Governments 
who will, they are confident, take all steps necessary to secure that 
whatever previous enquiries are necessary they are promptly carried 
out, and in a manner which is neither inquisitorial nor calculated to 
wound the self-esteem of the applicant. 

9. The Government of India are in complete agreement with 
the recommendation made in paragraph 11 that ordinarily no 
arbitrary limit should be imposed on the number of licences 
issued in a district but that local Governments should have the 
discretionary power of limiting the number of licences in any area 
or district in which the number of arms justifies the apprehension 
of serious danger or in which such restriction is deemed necessary 
for the maintenance of public tranquillity. They accept the recom- 
mendation in paragraph 12 and have provided for the right of appeal 
by an amendment of the rules. The recommendation in paragraph 13 
is accepted subject to a partial reservation as to the proposal that 
the duration ef the licence should be for the calendar year. Local 
Governments have pointed out that in practice inconvenience would 
arise and would prefer that licences for possession and going armed 
and for protection of crops or destruction of wild animals should 
run from the date of issue, but have no objection to other licences 
being issued for the calendar year. The Government of India agree 
with the views of the local Governments. 

10. In paragraph 14 the Committee have dwelt on the incon- 
venience to which persons desirous of purchasing weapons 
are put because they cannot produce the weapon when applying for 
the licence necessary for its possession. The Government of India 
agree with them that it is not necessary to provide for issue of 
temporary licences in such cases and accept the recommendation 
that a regular licence should be issued at the time the applicant 
applies for a licence, if the application is granted. Provision has 
been made in the condition attaching to the appropriate licences 
for the details of purchases to be filled in on the form by the dealer 
from whom the purchases are made and also, to meet criticmm 
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offered in this respect, for details to be furnished to the licensing 
authority by the licensee himself in any case in which he purchases 
arms and ammunition from any person who is not a licensed dealer. 

11. The Government of India accept the principle of the recom- 
mendation made in paragraph 15 that a temporary licence for 
14 days should be given to persons arriving in India by sea and not 
in possession of a regular licence on the payment of full fee by the 
Customs Authorities. It is however open to objection in detail. The 
period clearly will in many cases be too short for the object in view ; 
the payment of the full fee to the Customs Authorities will deprive 
local Governments of their legitimate revenue ; and finally it is 
doubtful whether the agency of the Customs Authorities is altogether 
suitable for the purpose. The Government of India have therefore 
decided that a temporary licence for the period of the journey to 
destination should be granted by the Commissioners of Police at 
Bombay, Madras, Calcutta, Rangoon, or the District Magistrates at 
other ports, on a special form on the payment of a fee of Re. 1 for 
each weapon and that on arrival at destination a regular licence 
should be taken out in the ordinary way. No practical difficulty 
need be anticipated. It will be made clear in the form of temporary 
licence that it does not cover possession after arrival at destination. 
Travellers arriving in India possessing no regular licence and 
desirous of obtaining one should inform their agents beforehand of 
the weapons they intend to import and instruct them to obtain the 
necessary temporary licence. On arrival at destination they should 
apply for the licences required in the ordinary way. 

12. The Government of India accept the recommendations made 
in paragraph 16. The conditions of the licence forms have accord- 
ingly been altered so as to make it compulsory to report the loss 
of firearms. A note has also been appended to the licence forms 
explaining that the breach of any of the conditions of the licence 
renders the licensee liable to the penalties which may be imposed 
under the Act. 

13. The Government of India accept the recommendations made 
in paragraphs 17, 18, 19 and 20 and trust that local Governments will 
give effect to them both in the letter and the spirit. As regards 
paragraph 20 they agree that the District Magistrate or any Magis- 
trate in charge of a sub-division in the District in which the licensee 
is residing or in any other district in which he is known should be 
empowered to renew a licence. In any case of doubt it is always 
open to such Magistrate to make enquiries from the licensing 
authority which originally granted the licence. 

14. In paragraph 21 the Committee state their recommendation 
in regard to fees. There is some diversity of opinion in the replies 
received from. the local Governments, some accepting the proposal, 
some recommending no change and others putting forward variants 
of their own. The principal objection is the loss of revenue which 
will result from the adoption of the scale proposed by the Com- 
mittee ; in some quarters, too, it is suggested that the large number 
of arms-licences issued does not justify the belief that persons who 
require weapons are deterred from purchasing them by the high 
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cost of the licence. The Government of India are impressed by 
the substantial loss of revenue which complete acceptance of this 
recommendation will entail. On the other hand they cannot over- 
look the fact that stress was laid on the desirability of reducing the 
fees before the Committee, particularly in the case of breech-loading 
weapons, by many of the witnesses who were examined. They have 
accordingly decided that the initial fees should remain unchanged 
but that half of these fees should be chargeable on renewal provided 
applications are made wifchin a month following the expiry of the 
period covered by the original licence. In their opinion this reduc- 
tion of the renewal fees will afford substantial relief, and is the 
most they can agree to in the present financial stringency. They 
accept the recommendation in regard — (1) to the payment of fees by 
non-judicial stamp, but consider that an applicant should have the 
option of paying them in cashj—CS) the application for licences, (3) 
the renewal of licences by post, — (4) exemption from payment of fees 
in the circumstances stated in the concluding portion of para- 
graph 21, and (5) the payment by dealers of a single fee for import 
into India and transport to destination. 

15. As regards the limit on possession of ammunition, the 
Government of India agree with the recommendation of the Com- 
mittee and trust that local Governments will, if they have not already 
done so, issue suitable instructions on the lines recommended. 

16. They accept in principal the recommendation made in 
paragraph 23 that the issue of all-India licences should be as 
unrestricted as possible. They agree that Assam and Burma should 
no longer be excluded from the all-India licence; but they consider 
it necessary to make a provision that anyone who has secured an 
all-India licence in one province shall, if he enters another province, 
be subject to such restrictions as may be imposed by that province, 
as for example, that an all-India licence granted in one province 
should be endorsed by the District Magistrate of the district of 
another province visited by the holder of the licence. Enquiries as 
recommended have been made from the Punjab, Burma, the North- 
West Frontier Province and Delhi whether the retention of these 
provinces in column 1 of Schedule II is required ; the North-West 
Frontier Province agrees to exclusion, but the Government of India 
are unwilling at present to adopt this suggestion in the case of the 
Punjab (with which Delhi may be included) or Burma. On the 
proposal made in paragraph 23 regarding greater expedition in 
dealing with applications for licences it is impossible and indeed 
unnecessary for the Government of India to issue any general orders. 
They are aware that local Governments are fully alive to the 
necessity of prompt attention to applications for the grant and 
renewal of licences. They trust that no avoidable delay will nccur ; 
that if at any time the pressure of work in connection with licence 
applicatioris become abnormal, special measures will be taken to 
cope with it ; and that if in any case unnecessary delay has occurred 
steps will be taken to prevent its recurrence in future. 

17, The Government of India accept the recommendations made 
in paragraph 25, 26, 28, 29, and 33. but are unable, in view of the 
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stronger objections placed before them by the military authorities 
that there is no diflSculty in converting such rifles to take Govern- 
ment ammunition, to accept the recommendation contained in 
paragraph 27. As regards the recommendation in paragraph 31, 
the Government of India are of opinion that it is advisable to 
regularize the practice followed by licensed dealers of employing 
assistants to conduct their business in their temporary absence, and 
the licence form granted to dealers has accordingly been amended so 
as to include a column for the names of duly authorized assistants. 

18. The recommendation contained in paragraph 30 does not 
commend itself to the Government ofindia. They apprehend that the 
carrying of firearms by females might have dangerous results, 
and would only expose such females to attack from lawless persons 
desirous of stealing weapons. In their opinion it should be possible 
to meet the situation which the Committee appear to have had in 
mind by the entry of certain specified members of the licensee’s 
family as retainers. 

19. On the recommendation made in paragraph 32 urging 
reciprocity with Indian States the Government of India are not 
in a position to make any announcement. They have taken 
up the matter with the various States, and negotiations are 
proceeding. 

20. The changes in the rules necessitated by the acceptance of 
these recommendations have been made ; and the rules are now 
published as the Indian Arms Rules of 1924. It has not been found 
possible to accept in toto the recommendations of the Committee in 
regard to the form in which the rules should be published. 
They advised a separation of the technical directions intended for 
dealers from the rules governing the grant of licences for possession 
of fire-arms for private purposes- An attempt was made to draft 
the rules on this principle, but it was wholly unsatisfactory, and 
was accordingly abandoned. The Indian Arms Rules of 1920 follow 
the order of the sections of the Act ; this is obviously the logical 
arrangement of the rules and it is clearly convenient on administra- 
tive grounds that the sections of the Act and the rules should be 
in the same sequence. Moreover, the difficulties of interpretation 
to which the Oommitee have adverted are due far less to inherent 
obscurity or to the incorporation of technical directions than to the 
fact that they are not self-contained. To be properly understood 
they must be read in conjunction with the Act and with the 
schedules and such difficulties as the ordinary member of the public 
feels, will not be solved by the publication of a paraphrased or 
abbreviated edition of the rules but by the dissemination of infor- 
mation as to the correct procedure of applying for and securing a 
lioencet The Government of India have accordingly prepared for 
such use as local Governments may consider suitable a short 
pamphlet in popular language, describing the procedure regulating 
the application for licences for the possession of firearms for 
pifrpose of sport, protection, show and the like- They trust that 
this pamphlet will be translated in to the various vernaculars and 
that publicity will be given to it. 
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21. In conclusion the Governor General in Council wishes to 
express his appreciation of the labours of the Committee. The 
Indian Arms Rules of 1920 evoked much cx'iticism and many defects 
were removed as they were pointed out. But much remained to be 
done when the Com.mittee was appointed in 1922, and their business- 
like ^ and practical recommendations coupled with a sympathetic 
administration of the rules by the local Governments should go far 
towards removing any dissatisfaction which may still remain. 


A brief explanaiion of the Rules affecting the possession of arms 
hy private individuals* 


1. Complaints have been made that the Indian Arms Rules are 
Introduction understand. They contain many 

technical directions of no interest to the private 
person who desires to possess arms for private purposes ; they have 
been modified from time to time and have been considerably revised 
this year (1923-24) and as they have to be read in conjunction with 
the Act and the schedules, the layman sometimes finds it hard to 
ascertain the procedure he should follow in order to secure a licence 
and to understand the conditions on which he may keep arms. 
This pamphlet has been prepared, therefore, with a view to explain- 
ing to the public the procedure laid down for obtaining and renewing 
arms^ licences, purchasing ammunition, carrying weapons on jour- 
ney, importing or exporting weapons for private use and the like. 
It does not purport to be an exhaustive paraphrase of the Rules but 
merely sets forth, in language free from legal technicalities, what 
the procedure is without touching on matters connected with the 
manufacture, import, export and sale as aifecting dealers. 


2. Every person who is not specially exempt from the opera- 
« . tions of those sections of the Act which prohibit 

1^:^“ the keeping or carrying of arms without a 

exempt. licence must take out licences to cover any 

arms or ammunition which he possesses or 
wishes to purchase. A list of the persons and classes of persons so 
exempt will be found in Schedule I of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924. 
Persons exempt however are subject to the following conditions : — 


(0 the number and description of arms in respect of which 
exemption is enjoyed may be restricted under ^separate 
orders issued by each local Government. Where such 
orders are in force, arms in excess of the prescribed num- 
bers or descriptions must be covered by licences ; 

(m) all fire-arms [and ammunition] in a person’s possession 
must be registered in such manner as the local Govern- 
ment may prescribe ; 


{Hi) the loss or theft of any arms or ammunition must be 
reported forthwith at the nearest police station ^ and 

(tv) aras or ammunition may not be imported through the post 
office and in Burma may not be despatched through the mst. 
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Orders regarding conditions (^) and (li) are issued separately by 
each local Government in regard to its own territory. It is not possible, 
therefore, to state here what they are, but the necessary information 
will be easily obtainable from a Commissioner of Police in a 
Presidency Town or the nearest Magistrate. In the old rules, 1920, 
the list of exemptions was much larger than it is now: and certain 
categories have been excluded from the new schedule. Such persons 
now excluded but exempt under the rules of 1920 will be granted 
a life certificate of exemptions free of fees in respect of the weapons 
in respect of which they now enjoy exemption provided they apply 
within six months of the issue of the Rules of 1924. 


3. Generally speaking, that is, outside the provinces of the 
Arms for which Punjab, Burma and Delhi, licences are not 
licences are required necessary to cover possession of arms other 
and the various kinds than firearms 6, r/„ sword-sticks, daggers, spears, 
of licences. jj. ijappen that in particular 

districts or cities in other provinces under special orders of 
the local Government, licences in respect of such arms may be 
necessary. As, however, orders of this description are issued in a 
time of emergency and rescinded when the emergency has passed, 
it is not possible to include details in this pamphlet and persons 
who may have doubts are therefore advised to make enquiries from 
the Commissioner of Police in the Presidency Towns and elsewhere 
from the nearest Magistrate. Where necessary, licences for arms 
of this description are issued for a fee of eight annas for each 
weapon. Otherwise, throughout British India with the exception 
of a few scattered districts, details of which may be found, if fuller 
information is desired, in schedule IV* to the Indian Arms Rules, 
licences to cover possession of and going armed with all firearms 
are necessary. These are of various kinds and the applicant should 
make up his mind which form of licence he requires before submit- 
ting his application. For example : — 


4. Licences may be given entitling the holder to keep arms 
(other than pistols and revolvers) and ammuni- 
Kinds of licences. tion in a certain place but not to go armed; 
or again. 

Licences may be given permitting the holders to possess arms 
and go armed for the purpose of sport, protection or display or again, 

Licences may be given to possess arms and go armed for the 
destruction of wild animals which do injury to human beings, cattle 
or crops — (These are intended mainly to help cultivators and are 
granted free of fees) ; and, lastly, 


Licences may be given to go armed on a journey. 
5. It may be asked whether everybody is entitled 


Persons who may 
apply for licences. 


to a‘ licence 

on payment of the prescribed fee. The answer 
is in the negative. Any person of course may 
apply for a licence, but the grant of licences 
is governed by the broad principle that arms and ammunition must 
not be allowed to fall into the hands of lawless people. It is clearly 
impossible for all applicants to be personally known to the licencing 
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authority, who in order to discharge properly the responsibility laid 
on him, must in many cases cause enquiries to be made, through 
any agency he deems best, into the bona fides of the applicant and 
his fitness to possess arms before he can grant a licence. The 
Government of India have, however, laid down certain qualifications 
the possession of any one of which, connotes, in their opinion, 
sufficient evidence of respectability to warrant the grant of licence 
without further enquiry unless the licensing authority has a 
sufficient and definite reason for refusal or for ordering enquiry. 
These qualifications are ; — 

(a) Membership of any Order established by the Crown or the 
possession of a title conferred or recognized by the 
Government of India or of the Kaiser-i-Hind Medal or a 
Certificate of Honour. 

(b) Membership, past or present to the Indian Central or 
Provincial Legislatures, 

(c) Payment of not less than Rs. 500 land revenue or Rs. 100 
in roads or public works cesses, or any payment of 
income-tax. 


(d) Being a Government officer in receipt of a salary of not 
less than Rs. 100 per mensem. 

(e) Being a Commissioned or gazetted officer of His Majesty’s 
Naval, Military or Air Forces, Indian Marine Service or 
a Commissioned Indian Officer of the Inperial Service 
Troops in active service. 


(J) Being a pensioned officer who before retirement was by 
virtue of his official position included in (d) or (e) above. 

6. The licence which is most generally required is that which 
n«.nr- enable the holder to possess arms and go 
ily reqinred and from ^^med for purposes of sport, protection or 
whom obtainable. display. This licence is granted in Form XVI 

and anyone wishing to obtain it should apply 
either in person or by post to the Commissioner of Police in Presi- 
dency towns and elsewhere to the nearest District or Sub-Divisional 
Magistrate unless the applicant ordinarily resides in an Indian 
State and may have occasion to visit British India in which case he 
should apply to the Political Officer of his State. 


7. Details of the Fees chargeable for a licence in this form 
Feel. Oil reference to the heading of 

Licence Form XVI. — Broadly, they are : — 

(t^ for a breech-loading revolver or pistol Rs. 10, 

(ii) for any other breech-loading weapon Rs. 5. 

(u'O for any other weapon annas 8. 

These rates apply to a licence granted for the first time. Op 
renewal, fees at half these rates, except in the case of the last named 
viil be charged. 



Bbiep Explanation op the Boles. 


29 


There are, however, certain classes of persons who, in virtue 
Person, who are not of their past or present civil or military service, 
tequired to pay fees lidvo beGii exomptsd from tllG necGssity ot 
and how fees should paying fees for licence in this form. Details 
be paid, jji^ese will also be found in Schedule VII. 

Otherwise, where payable, fees may be paid either by means of a 
non-judicial stamp afiSxed to the application or in cash at the option 
of the applicant. # 

8. Licences in Form XVI are originally granted for one year 
from the date of issue and for the most part 
Area covered by jiitherto have been valid only in the district 
it^lidity. ° ill which they were granted. Licensees should, 

however, realize that if they wish to avoid 
the inconvenience of annual renewal they may apply for a licence 
valid for a period not exceeding three years which will be 
granted on payment of a compounded fee. A licence in this form 
may also be made valid for the whole of British India and the 
practice of giving such alUndia licences has been encouraged in 
order to minimise the inconvenience otherwise caused to persons 
who move frequently from one district to another. It should be 
observed that a condition attaching to a licence specially made 
valid for the whole of British India is that its validity is subject to 
such restrictions as may be imposed by a local Government in 
respect to its own territory, e, g , counter-signature by a local oflScer 
of a licence granted or renewed by an officer of another province, 
etc., and holders of such licences are advised in their own interests 
to ascertain, when they have occasion to go outside the province 
in which they originally obtained their licence or subsequently had 
it renewed, whether any such restrictions have been imposed in the 
province to which they have gone. This information will be readily 
obtainable from the nearest licensing authority in the new province 
who will also, in most cases, be in a position to regularize the licence 
if this is necessary. 


9. The amount of ammunition for revolvers, pistols and 
Restrictions on rifles other than 22 bore, which the licensee 
quantity of ammuni- is entitled to possess at any one time or within 
lion that may be the period of validity of the licence will be entered 
possessed. licence. This amount is determined by 

local Governments and all purchases of ammunition for these weapons 
must be entered on the licence form by the vendor but there is no 
necessity for the latter to enter purchases of any other kind of 
ammunition on the possession of which there are no restrictions nor 
has he any need to enter on any form of licence purchases of any 
kind of ammunition, other than that for rifles of *303 or *450 bore 
(and* revolvers or pistols of *450 or any intermediate boi*e) (to effect 
the purchase of which ammunition possession licences have to be 
taken out even by persons otherwise exempted) made by persons 
who are exempted from the necessity of taking out licences- 


^According to later amendments it should be [ pistols or revolvers of *441, "45£ 
or any intermediate bore.] 
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10. Where a liceace is valid only for the district in which it was 
granted and the holder wishes to carry his 
Journey licences, weapons on a journey or in cases in which 
the licensee wishes to go on a journey accom- 
panied by his retainers who are accustomed to bear arms when 
accompanying him, a licence is required for which a fee of four annas 
is charged for all weapons except revolvers or pistols for which a 
fee of Rs. 10 is exacted. These licences are obtainable from a Com- 
missioner of Police, a District Magistrate or a Sub-divisional Magis- 
trate specially empowered to grant them and as the law requires 
an officer who receives an application for a journey licence to obtain 
the previous approval to its grant of the proper authority of the 
place of residence of the applicant in cases where the latUr does 
not reside within the jurisdiction of the officer to whom application 
is made or not personally known to him, unless for any special 
reason this precaution is considered unnecessary, persons are ad- 
vised to allow for the delay that such enquiries must cause by sub- 
mitting their applications some time before the actual date of the 
journey. It should also be noted that a journey licence does not 
entitle the holder to use the arms covered by it for purposes of sport 
in the course of his journey. A licensee holding a distript or a 
provincial licence wishing to proceed to any place outside the dis- 
trict or province for sport should have his licence made valid for 
that place and that for the journey thereto or, and he is advised 
to do this, get his licence made valid for the whole of British India. 

11. The conditions attaching to the grant of any licence are 
. . . printed on the form itself. These should be 

to licence** ^^^*^***”^ Carefully noted and observed as the infringe- 
icence*. ment of any one of them constitutes an offence 

under the Indian Arms Act and renders the holder of the licence 
liable to prosecution. Prominent amongst these conditions are 
those which require the giving of information forthwith at the 
nearest police station of the loss or theft of any arms or ammunition 
and the embargo on. the taking of arms to a fair, religious procession 
or other public assemblage unless specially authorisad to do so. 


12. As has already been stated, licences to cover possession 

Renews of licence., and going armed are granted for a period of 
from one to three years. When this period 
is nearing expiry, if the arras covered by a licence are still in the 
holder’s pos-^ession, he should apply for renewal of his licence. Such 
an application should be addressed either to the authority who 
granted the licence or the nearest District or Sub- divisional Magis- 
trate according to which officer's headquarters are nearest to the 
applicant’s place of residence for the time being. Production of 
arms is not usually demanded before a licence is renewed but it 
should be understood that it rests with the licensing authority to 
demand this if he deems it necessary. The original licence should, 
of course, accompany all applications for renewal. In many cases 
personal applications will be found most speedy and convenient 
and are therefore encouraged where persons reside at head-quart€rs 
stations or in cities and towns but there is no objection to the sub- 
mission of these applications through the post. It has already been 
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stated that fees for renewal are, with one exception, muzzle-loading 
firearms and other arms, half the original fees. In this connection 
it should be noted, however, that licensing authorities have discre- 
tion to levy fees at the original rates in respect of renewals where 
the application for renewal is not received within a month following 
the date of expiry of the licence and where there is no suflBcient 
excuse for the delay. 


13. Private individuals frequently wish to import firearms into 
India as part of their personal luggage. If a 
iraTOUeS*”arriving in covering possession in India has been 

Inaiabysea. obtained beforehand or if a person is one of 

an exempted class no difficulty arises as on 
production before the Customs authorities of the licence or proof, 
if required, of exemption, the arms can at once be cleared since in 
these oases no special licence to cover import is necessary. In the 
majority of cases, however, concerning nou-exempted persons, the 
arms are not covered by a pessession licence and in cases of this 
kind where a person’s final destination in India is not the port of 
arrival, a licence covering temporary possession during the period 
of the journey from the port of disembarkation to the place of desti- 
nation can be obtained on payment of a fee of Re. 1 per weapon from 
the_ Commissioner of Police or District Magistrate at the port of 
arrival. This will enable an individual to take his weapons with 
him on his journey up-country but on arrival at his destination he 
must take out a regular licence* in the ordinary way. The objec- 
tion that there may be no time on arrival in which to obtain a 
temporary licence of the kind described from the Commissioner 
of Police or other authority can easily be met by the individual 
instructing his agent in advance to obtain this licence on bis behalf 
to cover the weapons he is bringing with him and a description of 
which should be furnished to the agent. The great advantage of 
this procedure is that the importer will be able to proceed at once 
on his journey with his weapons in his possession instead of leaving 
them in deposit with the Customs authorities until a proper licence 
covering possession can be obtained in respect of them. 


14, Rifles of '303 and '450 bores and tevolvers or pistols 
Refie* ravnW, ^ Tovolvers or pistols of *441, '455 

and pistols of proM- intermediate bore ] are not allowed 

bited bores, t® be imported into British India except 

under the special sanction of the Grovernment 
of India which is only given for exceptional reasons. This prohibi- 
tion applies to all weapons the bore of which is of the dimensions 
given irrespective of the dimensions of the chamber or “lead” 
and whether, as manufactured, Government ammunition can or 
cannot be used in them. Even persons who have been granted the 
privilege of exemption have had it restricted in this respect to 
weapons which have been lawfully imported into British India and 
no licensing authority is permitted to give a licence to cover posses- 
sion of such weapons to non-exempted persons unless he is satisfied 
that they have been lawfully imported. This can only be the case 
if special permission has been obtai ned or the weapons were in Indi^ 
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before the prohibition against import came into force, i.e., in the 
case of the rifles before January 1901, and of revolvers or pistols 
before the lastest Arms Eules, those of 1934. came into force. To 
ensure, however, that persons who own such rifles lawfully for 
sporting purposes and revolvers or pistols obtained before their 
import was prohibited, may obtain ammunition for the same in 
reasonable quantities provision has been made in the Rules to permit 
selected dealers being allowed to import and sell such ammuni- 
tion to qualified persons, i.e., those who hold licences covering 
possession of the same. 

15. Private individuals are not required to obtain any spe- 

Ex pri licences licence to cover the export of arms and 

ammunition which they may desire to take 
out of the country with them or send out of India provided these 
are of a reasonable quantity and their possession in India is covered 
either by a licence or by exemption, 

16. In the Appendix which follows will be found the list 
of exempted persons {Vide Schedule I, of the Rules], of persons 
entitled to a life certificate, [Sprinted below], persons who are not 
required to pay fees for possession licences [Vide Schedule VII,] 
and specimen copies of the licence forms [i.e., Forms Nos. XIV, 
XVI, XVII, XVIII. XIX and XX in Schedule VIII.] 


*1. All individual members of the undermentioned classes who were as such 
exempted under the Indian Arms Buies, 1909, immediately before the ooming into 
force of the Rules of 1920 : — 


(o) members of any Order of Knighthood ; (6) persons holding the Kaiser-i-Hind 
medal ; (c) persons holding titles conferred or recognised by the Governor-General 
in Gouncil; (d) persons holding swords or other arms received as gifts from the 
Governor-General in Oonnoil or a local Government ; (e) persons holding certificates 
received on the occasion of the assumption of the title of Empress of India by Her 
late Majesty Queen Victoria ; (/) retired ofiioers (other than retired subordinate, 
warrant, petty and non-oommissioned ofiioers) of the Royal Navy and retired Bri- 
tish and Indian officers within the meaning of section 7 (1) and (2) of the Indian 
Army Act, 1911, in receipt, as such, of a pension ; and (p) landholders and members 
of a Munioipal Board or a Committee designated for exemption in any list issued 
in this behalf of a local Government. 


2. All persons who before the Ist day of January 1920, had been admitted as 
members of the Distinguished Service Order, the Imperial Service Order, the Indian 
Order of Merit or the Order of British India, or had been awarded the Victoria 
Cross, the Military Cross, the Distinguished Flying Cross, the Distinguished Conduct 
Medal, the Distinguished Flying Medal, the Long Service and Good Conduct 
Medal, the Volunteer Decoration, the King’s Police Medal, the Volunteer Long 
Service Medal or the Indian Distinguished Service Medal. 


3. Retired officers (other than retired subordinate, warrant, petty and non- 
oommissioned officers) of the Royal Navy and retired British and Indian officers 
within the meaning of section 7 (1) and (2) of the Indian Army Act, 1911, in receipt 
as such, of a pension, who retired after the 31st December 1919 and before the 1st 
July 1921, and are resident in the Pnnjab. 


4. Such of the second and third class Sardars of the Deccan, of the second 
class Sardars of Gujrat and of the Mehwasi Chieftains in the Bombay Presidency 
as were exempted under the Indian Arms Rules, 1909, and Meherban Fattesina 
Gumansingb, the Chieftain of ChikalL ' ^ 
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THE INDIAN ARMS ACT, XI OF 1878. 

L — Pre Urn inary ^ 

PREAMBr.E. 

Sections 

1. Short title,— Local extent,— and Savings. 

S. Commencement. 

3. Repeal of enactments. 

4. Interpretation-clause. 

II.-~Manufacturet Conversion and Sale, 

5. Unlicensed manufacture, conversion and sale prohibited, 

II L— Import, Export and Transport, 

6. Unlicensed importation and exportation prohibited. — 

Importation and exportation of arms and ammunition for private use. 

7. Sanction of Local Government required to warehousing of arms, etc. 

8. 9. [Repealed,] 

10, Power to prohibit transport. 

Transhipment of arms. 

11. Power to establish searching stations. 

13. Arrest of persons conveying arms, etc. under suspicious circumstances. 
Procedure where arrest made by person not a Magistrate or a police officer, 

IV, — G-oing armed and possessing Arms, etc. 

13. Prohibition of going armed without licence. 

14. Unlicensed possession of fire-arms, etc. 

1 5. Possession of arms of any description without licence prohibited in certain 
places. 

16. Arms, of which possession has become unlawful, to be deposited at police- 
station. 

Licences, 

17. Power to make rules as to licences. 

18. Cancelling and suspension of licence. 

VL — Penalties, 

19. For breach of sections, 5, 6, 10, 13 to 17. 

20. For secret breaches of sections 5, 6, 10, 14 and 15. 

For concealing arms, etc. 

21. For breach of licence. 

22. For knowingly purchasing arms, etc. from unlicensed person. 

For delivering arms etc, to persons not authorized to possess them. 

23. Penalty for breach of rule. 

24. Power to confiscate, 

VII, — Miscellaneous. 

25. Search and seizure by Magistrate, 

26. Seizure and detention by Local Government. 

27. Power to exempt, 

28. Information to be given regarding offences, 

29. Sanction required to certain-proceedings under section 19, clause (f) 

30. Searches in the case of offences against section 19, clause (/), how conducted, 

31. Operation of 'other laws not barred. 

32. Power to take census of fire-arms. 

33. Notice and limitation of proceedings. 


THE FIRST SCHEDULE.— Enactments Repealed.— 
THE SECOND SCHEDULE. [Repealed.] 


Statement of Repeals and Amendments. 


Section 1 (6) amended in part by 
Sections 8 and 9 and Second Schedule 


Act XL IX of 1920, Sec. 35. 


sections S and 9 and Second Schedule 7 iqqi t?* + q u .:i i 

Repealed, and Section 14 Repealed in part, by 1 Act XII of 1891, First Schedule. 

Section 16 substituted by ... ... 4ct XX of 1919. 

5 
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THE INDIAN ARMS ACT, XI OF 1878, [ISth March 1878.] 

[As Amended by act XX of 1919 and Aot XLIX of 1920.] 

An Act to consolidate and amend the law relating to Arms, 
Ammunition and Military Stores. 


Statement of Objects and Reasons, {12th Dec. 1877] 


1. The law relating to arms, ammunition and military stores has long been felt 
to be In an unsatisfactory stage. In some particulars it has been found defective, and 
on many points it presents difficulties of construction which might at any time prove 
embarrassing to the Government or entail hardship on innocent persons. 

2. So far back as the year 1870 a Bill was introduced to remedy this state of 
things ; but, owing in part to press of work and in part to other causes it was 
allowed to stand over, 

3. The present Bill is in the main a consolidation of the existing law, and a 
re-enaotment of it in a simpler form with such improvements in points of detail as ■ 
the experience of the working of the Arms Act of 1860 has shown to be desirable. 
On two points only does it propose to introduce changes of any importance. 

4. The first of these points is dealt with in section 7, which, taken with the 
second schedule, imposes duties on the importation by sea of arms, and parts of arms, 
etc. Those duties, it will be observed, are fixed without reference to the value of the 
articles on which they are imposed, and they are so fixed and pitched, at what may 
seem at first sight to be high rates, expressly with a view to check the importation 
of a cheap class of arms, the importation of which has of late years largely 
increased. 


5. Such arms cannot from their inferior make, be intended for sporting purposes, 
and there is reason to suspect that a considerable proportion of them finds its way 
into the hands of the criminal classes in the interior of the country or of the hostile 
tribes on our frontiers. It has been found very difficult to prevent the transit of 
such arms from the sea-ports into the interior of the country and towards the fron- 
tiers when once they were imported, and it is believed that the simplest method of 
checking their importation, and the method best calculated to interfere with the 
legitimate trade in arms of a superior class, is to impose an uniform duty of the 
nature proposed. 


6. The other point in which the Bill goes to introduce a material change in the 
existing law is that of the possession of arms. At present the mere possession of 
arms is prohibited only in certain provinces, which, to use the language of Act XXXI 
of 1860, have been ^‘disarmed.” Throughout the rest of the country, though no person 
can go armed or carry arms except under a special exemption or by virtue of a 
licence, the mere possession of arms other than cannon is not restricted. 

7. How there is good reason to believe that this complete absence of restriction 
in the districts which have not been disarmed has led to the law prohibiting the 
transport of arms and the export of arms across the frontiers being extensively 
evaded. As long as all persons indiscriminately may have arms in their possession 
to any amount they please in the districts which have not been disarmed, it is prac- 
tically impossible to prevent such arms being passed on to the disarmed districts to 
the predatory classes in Native States, and to the hostile tribes on our frontiers. * 

The only remedy seems to be to place the possession of arms throughout the 
whole of British India under control and this it is proposed to do by section 11 of the 
Bill, which requires all such possession to be under a license. 


, . however, be observed that ample safe guards are provided to prevent 

this prohibition pressing unfairly against respectable persons desiring to possess arms 
pr legitimate purposes. Section 11 allows a period of three months after the Bill 
becomes law within which the possession of arms in the districts not hitherto disarmed 
will not be illegal, and during which any person n such districts can applv for a 
licence • section ^5 enacts that in these districts no person shall be prosecuted for 
possessing arms without the previous sanction of the Magistrate of the Bistricf • 
section 26 imposes special and very stringent condition on searches for arms - and 
lastly, under s^tion 23, the Government may exempt any class of persons from the 
operation of the prohibition altogether. ^ wuimme 
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« 

9. On the whole it may be safely affirmed that, with a system of licences 
granted either without charge or on the payment of small fees, and in cases where 
it is safe so to grant them for reasonably long periods the Bill will not, as regards 
the possession of arms, materially affect the position of any parson to whom the right 
to possess arms can, with a due regard to the public peace and safety, be conceded, 

10. It need only be added that section 3 of the Bill maintains in force all 
exemptions granted under the present law. 


Whereas it 
Preamble. 


is expedient to consolidate and amend the law 
relating to arms, ammunition and military stores ; 
It is hereby enacted as follows : — 


Short tide, Local 
extent. 


L —Preliminary. 

1. This Act may be called the Indian 
Arms Act, 1878 ; and it extends to the whole of 
British India. 


[ Note. — ^^Bntish India” shall mean all territories and places within His 
Majesty’s dominions which are for the time being governed by His Majesty through 
Governor-General of India or through any Governor or other officer subordinate to 
the Governor-General of India. (Vide sec. 3 (7), General Clauses Act X of 1897.) ] 


Savings. nothing herein contained shall apply to — 

(а) arms, ammunition or military stores on board any sea-going 
vessel and forming part of her ordinary armament or equipment, or 

(б) the manufacture, conversion, sale, import, export, transport, 
bearing or possession of arms, ammunition or military stores 
by order of the Government or by a public servant [or a "member 
of either of the forces constituted by the Indian Territorial Force 
Act, 1920, or the Auxiliary Force Act, 1920] in the course of his duty 
as such public servant or member. 


NOTES. 

(1) This section was amended by Act XLIX of 1920, and the words “or a member 
of either of the forces constituted by the Indian Territorial Forces Act, 1920, or the 
Auxiliary Force Act, 1920” were substituted for the words “or a volunteer enrolled 
under the Volunteers Act, 1868.” Under rule 46 (8) aud Schedule VII “any person 
who was enrolled as a member of a corps of volunteers under the Indian Volunteers 
Act. 1869,” is however entitled to obtain a licence in Form XVI free of licence fee. 
Honorary members of the Parsi Indian Territorial Force are not exempt from the 
operation of the Act, (Bombay, no. 1850 dated the 29th Tany. 1911). 

(2) For definition of “public servant” see section 21, 1. P. 0. 

(3) A licence granted under the Indian Explosives Act (IV of 1884), fpr the 
manufacture, possession, sale, transport, or importation of an explosive may be given 
the effect of a like licence granted under the Indian Arms Act, 1878 [S. 15 of the 
Indian Explosives Act 1884, (IV of 1884).] 

(4) ^ Any person can possess, etc., arms, etc., in course of his duty — ^but heads of 
departments are prohibited from granting permits or passes to their subordinates to 
carry arms not required for duty, (H. D. letter no. 1594 dated the 7th October 1895.) 

^ (5) Lead-cutting swords imported by Native Cavalry regiments are under 
section 1 (6) of the Arms Act exempt from the operation of the Act. (H. D. letter 
n^. 860-878, dated the 29th March 1897). 

(6) In the District of Poona Katyars or small daggers which are used in marriage 
processions are excluded from the operation of the Arms Act. (Bombay notn no 
3565, dated the 4th May 1897), 
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(*?) There are no sufficient reasons for granting the exemption applied for in 
respect of Katyars, in the districts of Ratnagiri and Nasik, but the necessities of 
such cases can be met, if District Magistrates arrange for Chief Constables to keep 
a certain number of these daggers and to issue them, either gratis or on payment of 
a small fee, for use in marrige processions, (Bombay f ream no. 8121, dated the 8th 
Novr. 1897). 

^ (8) A sword or similar weapon used in marriage procession in Sind may be 
carried free of licence fee with the permission of the local Magistrate but it should 
be borrowed from a person holding a liceace and the name of the licence-holder 
should be stated in the application (fl. D, letter no. 1641, dated the 28th July 1899.) 

(9) An overseer or a village postman, who, under instructions from his superior, 
carries the necessary weapon “in the course of his duty" as overseer or postman, 
is protected by section 1 (6) of the Act from the prohibitions of the Act, and any 
special exemption of these officers appears to be unnecessary. (Bombay Resn, 
no. 8345, dated the 11th Dec. 1904.) 

(10) Explosives required by a public servant in the course of his duty as such, 
are, under s. 2 (6), exempt from the operation of the Act and no license is therefore 
necessary for their importation. (H. D. letter no. 445 dated the 7th Feb. 1908.) 

(11) Arms carried or possessed by officers of Crovernment as part of their 
equipment and arms supplied by Government to subordinates of Government depart- 
ments to be carried or possessed by them for their protection in the execution of 
their duty, are not required to be licensed. Under clause (6) of section 1 of the 
Arms Act, nothing in the Act or rules applies to the bearing or possession of such 
arms by such persons. (H. D. letters no. 1246, dated the 16th October, 1919 and 
no. 1171, dated the 17th May, 1921). {Vide also Schedule VIL) 

(12) Ko licence is required for the export of arms, ammunition or military 

stores issued to I?ative States from British arsenals under the orders of Government. 
Each consignment however should be covered by a certificate signed by the officer 
in charge ^ of the arsenal, to the effect that it is exported by order of Government 
under section 1 (6). (F. 0. letters nos. 1816 1., dated the 2nd June 1890 and 293G 
dated the 5th Feb. 1920.) * 

(13) The following arms shall comprise the equipment of the officers of the 
Army or Royal Air Force for the purpose of section. 


Officers holding Oommissions from 
His Majesty the King, 

I sword ... 


2 revolvers or 
2 pistols or 
1 revolver and 
1 pistol. 

1 Dirk 
1 Skeen Dhu 


( Of no special pattern 
1 but one of the wea- | 
-( pons must take Govt. Y 
( ammunition of *455 | 
L bore. J 


Officers holding Commissions from 
His Excellency the Viceroy. 

1 sword. 


1 revolver (Webley *455 bore.) 


Highland Regiments only 


1 Kukri (Gurkha and 
Garhwali Regi- 
ment only). 


(H. D. letter no. F. 21-XXX.23 dated the 15th March, 1924, 
and no. F. 21 XL VI-25 dated 23rd October. 1925.) 

[Note.*— These orders apply to persons exempted under section 1 ih) of the 
purposes of clauses (3) and (4) in Schedule 7II. of the Indian Arms 
equipment will apply to officers who retire 
after the 15th March 1934. Such officers are therefore entitled to a free licence for 
two revolvers or two pistols or one revolver and one pistol which formed part of 
prodded that one of these weapons takes Govt, ammunition of 
455 Iwre. Military officers who retired after the 15th March 1924, are entitled to 
free licences for_ revolvers or automatie pistols which are proved to have formed 
part of their equipment when in Service, irrespective of bore. For ex-officers of 
the AuiUiary force, equipment has not been defined, and licensing officers before 
issuing free licences, need only satisfy themselves that the weapons for Xoh 
exemption IS elmmed actually formed part of the officer’s eauipment (H n 
letter no. F. 21— XXV— 25, dated 2Sth July 1925.) 1 ^ ipment. (H.^D. 

r holding commissions both 

from His Majesty the King and His Excellency the Viceroy are entitled to be in posses- 
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sion, as part of their equipment for the purposes of section 1 (6) of the Arms Act, 
of two swords, one Full Dress Pattern and tiie other Field Service Pattern, when so 
required by the “Dress Regulations for the Army.** (H- D. letter no. F-21-XXX^23 
dated the 15 th October, 1924.) 

(15) The following arms shall comprise the equipment of an officer of the 
Royal Navy and of the Royal Indian Marine for the purposes of section 1 (6) of the 
Act, 


1 sword. 

1 rifle~303 SMLE, Mark III or III*. 

1 pistol — of no special pattern. 

(H. D. letters no. F-21-XXX-23 dated the 23rd October 1924.) 

(16) The sale of arms by the nazir of the court, in execution of a decree is a 
sale by a public servant in discharge of his duty and is therefore excluded from the 
operation of the Arms Act. It is expedient for the court ordering such sale to give 
notice of the sale and of the purchaser’s namo and address as contemplated by s, 5 
of that Act to the Magistrate of the district or to the police officer in charge of the 
nearest police station. 

Wala HiraJI Walad v, Hira Patel 9 Bom. 518 

(17) A volunteer, being a person exempted in virtue of a notification of the 
Government of India, is not exempted merely with reference to his duties as a volun- 
teer to possess firearms and to use them. [NOTE.— Under the Indian Arms Rules, 
1924, Volunteers are required to obtain licenses to possess their private arms. 
Vide Note (1), page 35 ante\^ 

Luke 22 All 323 

(18) Where a case might properly have been tried under the Arms Act or the 
Explosives Act, but the public prosecutor did not ask the High Court to order a 
retrial, the High Court cannot convict the accused under either of those two enact- 
ments without a fresh trial, 

Joseph Kangaui 8 M. L.T. 298. 


2. This Act shall come into force on such day as the Governor- 
Commencement General in Council, by the notification in 
the Gazette of India, appoints. 


[Note.— The Act came into force on the 1st Oct. 1878. (H, D. notn. No. 1169 
dated the 27th June, 1878.) 


3. On and from that day the enactments mentioned in the 
_ , . . first Schedule hereto annexed shall be repeal- 

meS^. ” *”*^*^* extent specified in the third column 

of the said Schedule. But all authorities and 
permissions given, licences and exemptions granted, orders and 
appoiotments made, notifications published, and rules, conditions 
and forms prescribed under any enactment hereby repealed, shall 
be deemed to be respectively given, granted, made, published and 
presoribed under this Act, 

And all such authorities, permissions, licences and exemptions 
shall, except as otherwise ^provided by this Act, continue in force 
for the period for which they may have been given or granted, 
respectively, or where no such period is expressly fixed, for one year 
from the date on which this Act, comes into force, and shall then 
cease to have effect. 
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Interpretation 4 In this Acfc, unless there be something 

cl&use. repugnant in the subject or context, — 

‘^cannon” includes also all howitzers, mortars, wall-pieces, 
mitrailleuses and other ordnance and machine-guns, all parts of 
the same, and all carriages, platforms and appliances for mounting, 
transporting, and serving the same : 

“arms'* includes firearms, bayonets, swords, daggers, spears, 
spear-heads and bows and arrows, also cannon and parts of arms, 
and machinery for manufacturing arms ; 

‘'ammunition'* includes also all articles specially designed for 
torpedo service and submarine, mining, rockets, gun-cotton, dynamite, 
lithofracteur and other explosive or fulminating material, gun-flints, 
gun-wads, percussion caps, fuses and friction-tubes, all parts of 
ammunition and all machinary for manufacturing ammunition, but 
does not include lead, sulphur or saltpej^re : 

“military stores’* in any section of this Act as applied to any 
part of British India means any military stores to which the Gover- 
nor-General in Council may, from time to time, by notification in 
the Gazette of India, specially extend such section in such part, and 
includes also all lead, sulphur, saltpetre and other material to which 
the Governor-General in Council may from time to time so extend 
such section : 

“license** means a license granted under this Act, and “licensed** 
means holding such license. 


NOTES. 

<1) For the definition of ‘‘arms” contained in section 4 of the Act, substitute the 
following (applicable only to Burma) : — 

“arms'’ includes — 


(1) clasp-knives the blades of which are pointed and exceed three inches in 
length ; 

(w) knives with pointed blades rigidly affixed, or capable of ^being rigidly affixed 
to the handle, and measuring in all over 5 inches in length, which are not 
intended exclusively for domestic, agricultural, or industrial purposes : 
provided that it shall be presumed, until the contrary is proved that knives 
of this description are intended exclusively for such purposes ; 

(i«) knives of such other kinds as the Local Government may, by notification, 
prescribe ; and 

(iv) firearms, bayonets, swords, daggers, spears, spear-heads and bows and 
arrows, also cannon and parts of arms, and machinery for manufacturing 
arms.” (Burma Act VII of 1928). 

(2) Iron droppings or pellets (bunda) are ammunition (H. D. letter no. 1633 
dated 7th Oct. 1881). 


(3) Giffards Carbonic Acid guns should be treated as arms requiring licences 
by unprivileged persons. (Bombay no. 6818 dated 13th Oct. 1884) 


(4) Amorces are excluded from the operation of prohibitions and directions 
contained in the Act. (Bombay no. 2641 dated 13th April 1896), o 


(5) Chhavi and gandasas are to be treated as arm 
Punjab (Panjab letter no. 12/1300 dated 29th Sep. 1899). 


in certain districts of 


INote See Schedule II appended to the Indian Arms Rules 1924 showing the 
placesin which certain kinds of arms, anamunition and military stores are excluded 
from the operation of the Act.] 


(6) The sights of guns and rifles should be regarded as parts of arms ( H D 
letter no. 900 dated 1st May 1911). 
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(7) Machines for loading empty cartridge cases is ammunition (Bombay no. 
898 dated 1st August 1898). 

(8) The materials used for making the cartridges and also instruments to make 
them are ammunition (Bombay no. 1025 dated the 22nd August 1921), 

(9) Humane cattle killers are not arms for the purpose of the Indian Tariff Act 
and notn.no. 2112 dated the 2nd June 1924, and cartridges for the same are not ammuni- 
tion for the same purposes unless they are capable of being used in firearms as well 
as in humane cattle killers. (H. D. letter no. F. 21-XrjlV 28 dated the 4th Sep. 1928), 

(10.) Appliances such as hand grenades and riot pistols for discharging gas, 
which are designed to render helpless for the time being a mob or an individual 
without causing a permanent injury, are arms within the meaning of the Act and 
are subject to all the prohibitions and restrictions imposed by the Act and Buies. 
(11. D. letter no. F. 21-L-V-28 dated the 28th Feb. 1929). 

(11) The weapon described as “life preserver** or “zipo” is an arm within the 
meaning of section 4, and subject therefore to all prohibitions and directions con- 
tained in the Act and Rules (H. D. letter no. F. 21/XXX/30 dated the 8th May 1930 
and^Madras notn, no. 968 Ms. dated the 9th Aug. 1930). 

(12) Toy cannon of certain descriptions are exempted from the operation of the 
Act, vide item 2 (j) of Schedule II, appended to the Indian Arms Rules, 1924. 

(13) The word “includes** in sec. 4 is clearly not intended to be exhaustive. 

Gangamma 1 Weir 654 

(14) There is no exhaustive definition in the Act of the expression arms. 
Where the oiroumstanees of a case show that a weapon or instrument is carried 
for the purpose of offence or defence and not as an article for domestic or agricultural 
utility there is no reason why such weapon or instrument should not held to fall 
within the category of arms. 

Sant Singh 16 P. R, 1910 Or. 

Ralla Singh 32 P. R. 1918 Or. 

Mangal Singh 1922 A. I. R. 1923 Lah. 138, 2 Lah. 291. 

Nga Po Tein. L. B. B. 1893-1900, 487. 

(15) The word arms except so far as the definition expressly includes other 
weapons must be understood to mean weapons of offence suitable for warfare. If 
anything in the opinion of the Court is not an arm it is immaterial whether the 
Govt, have or have not excluded it from the operation of the act. 

Nga Nb u 1 L. B. R. 1893-1200, 416 

(16) The purposes for which an implement is primarily intended regulates 
whether it would in ordinary parlance be spoken of as an arm. 

Ebrahim Dawoodji Babi Bawa 1905-3 L. B. R. 1 

Hmat KYaN 1 L. B. R. 271 

Nga po^Tein L. B. R. 1893-1900 487 

Nga lu gale , A. I. R. 1928. rang 49 

(17) The mere fact that the weapon is dangerous and, if used, may probably 
cause death, does not make it an arm within the meaning of sec 4. 

Gajja 26 I. C. 133 

(18) No weapon can be held to be an arm unless it is a weapon which in ordi- 
nary parlance be spoken of as an arm and if it is not designed for use as a weapon of 
offence or defence, although may be used as such, then it is not an arm, 

Mehbdin a. I. R. 1927, Lah. 162. 

NQAmPp Tein L. B. R. 1893-1900, 487 

Po ME A. I. R. 1923 Rang, 23, 11 B. L. R. 340. 

(19) Neither the length, breadth or the form of the blade of a weapon, nor the 
handle, afford any test of its classification as arms. Whatever can be used as an 
instrument of attack or defence for cutting as well as for thrusting and is not an 
ordmany inplement for domestic purpose falls within the purview of arms, 

SaTISH CHANDRA ROY 34 CaL. 749 

Baila Singh p. e. 1918 Or. 32. 



40 


The Indian Arms Act. 


[Sbo. 4] 


(20) Whether in a jjartioular instance an instrument is firearm or not is a 
question to be determined according to the facts of each case and the circumstances 
that it is in an unserviceable condition is not sufficient to take it out of the category 
of firearm. 

AZJJ Walad Batoab 1 s. L. R. 18. 

Jay ARAM Reddi %\ Mad. 360. 

(21) The word firearms only means arms that are fired by means of gunpowder 
cr other explosives. 

Harshanath Ohatterji * 42 0al. lias. 


(22) Air-gun not adapted for use with explosive substances and classed as toys 
for the purposes of the Tariff Act, was a toy and did not come within the definition 
of arms, 

MANUa SHWE Thet 4 Or. l. J. 239, 12 Bur. L. R. 201. 

[JTote. — Vide item no 2 {Hi) of the table of Schedule II appended to the Indian 
Arms Rules, 1924, which shows that air-guns, pistols and air-pistols are excluded from 
the operation of the Act, subject to the discretion of local Govts.— The Govt, of the 
Punjab has however retained the restriction in respect of the air-pistols (Notn. no. 
3174 Dated the 20 July 1929) and the Govt, of Burma in respect of Diana air pistols 
(Notn. No. 29, dated 19 Sep, 28)] 

(23) A gun rendered unserviceable by the loss of trigger does not come within 
the definition of arms. Possession of such a weapon without a licence is no offence 
under sec. 19 (/) 

SiDAPPA 6 Mad. 60 


(24) A broken unserviceable gun does not fall under the description of *‘parts 
of arms** within the meaning of the section. 

Rasood Sahib 1 wbib 658. 

(25) A firearm which is defective and otherwise unserviceable is not an arm 
within the meaning of the Act, and consequently not one for which a licence need be 
tafcenout, even though, it might be capable of being rendered serviceable by being 
repaired, 

Kdlappa Gramani I 

(26) A revolver with a brokers trigger is within the definition of arms. 
In such cases the question is not so much whether the particular weapon is service- 
able as a firearm, but whether it has lost its specific character and has so ceased to 
be a firearm. 


Jay ARAM Reddi 21 Ml d. 360 

(27) The unserviceable remains of a gun could not be fairly described as a 
fire-arm within the meaning of s, 14, and do not require to be protected bv a licenre 
under that section, 

CHAITOOGOND . 12C.P.L.R.CB.8 

xt- Asuji-UrTelsolong asUoanbeusedas a gun-banel, is an arm within 

the defimtiottofs 4 becaussitiaapart of fire-atm. But it is not a fire-arm with- 
in the meaning of s. 14, nor is it one of the other articles mentioned in the seotiom 
BaRwae Teli 12 jQ 

offenc?irdtfeace“^ 

Habpal 24 All. 454 

4.V. muzzle loading gun barrel in good condition a-nd with 

the touch-hole in good order is a fire-arm within the meaning of s. 14 There is 
nothing m a. 14 inconsistent with s. 4. Fire-arms in s. 14 inoludea of 

12O.P.L.Ra0BanwarTeU.noteno.(28)abovl, d,-»;;d) ^ ^ fire-arms. 

3N.L.R.58 

(31) A revolver even if it is out of repair or is oloceed frnm /li.n.. ' 

and a person in possession of it without a lieeno. is guilfy of an offenie under s 19 “ 

6P.B.1908OR. 
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(3^) Possession of a Quaokenbush rifle (which fires small cartridge charged 
with gunpowder in a metal oasing and a miniature bullet by means of a sticker 
worked by a string, which is released on pulling the trigger) in the Kohat district 
is illegal as it falls within the general expression of **arms of the kind known as 
rifles*’ as given in rule 3 A (b) of the H. D. notification no. 3031, dated the 16th 
November 1900, and is consequently punishable under s. 19 if), 

HARfiTAM Singh 159 P. B, 1 913 Or. 

(33) Bolts and bars of rifles are arms within the meaning of sec. 4. In order 
to fall within this section the weapon need not be in serviceable condition. 

Jatabam Reddy %i Mad. 360 


Kabm Din A. 1. R. 1923, Lah. 617 

(34) Accused were convicted for having in their possession sword hilts bought 
from time to time at sales of old stores. They contended that sword hilts were not 
arms within the meaning of the Act. Held that the expression arms included ‘parts 
of arms’ and that the hilt being part of a sword was an arm. 

Ndr Din and Nizam Din 38 p. R. 1889 Cb. 

(35) A sword stick is a sword within the meaning of sec. 4 of the Act. 

Satish Chandra Roy 34 Oal. 749 

(36) A sword stick is a weapon different from a Kirpan. The two expressions 
cannot be regarded as synonymous and so the possession of a swordstick by a 
Sikh is not exempted by sec, 27 of the Act, 

Randhir Singh a. I. B, 1928 Lah. 239, 

(37) A Sikh possessing or wearing one sword commits no offence under s 19 
by virtue of the exemption under schedule (3) (b) of the Rules under the Act. 

Habi Singh a. I. R. 1924 Lah. 600 

(38 A battle axe is an arm. 


Gangamma I Weir 654 

(39) Chhavi may be arms within the meaning of the Arms Act, and that as the 
word arms in s. 4 of the Act includes parts of arms the possession of a ohhavi-head 
may amount to possession of arms. 

Kesar Singh 20 p. r. 1890 Cr. 

Santa SINGH 16 P. R. 1900 Cb. 

^ (40) Every thing is chhavi which has a large axe^like blade curved or other- 

wise with an arrangement of ring or rings for binding it to the handle, and a handle 
of considerable length. The question of exclusive possession of an arm cannot be 
raised for the first time in appeal, • ^ uw 

13 P. L. R. 1914 Cr. 
10 P. L. R. 1916 Or. 
carried by the accus'ed is a Kirpan and 
a Punjab Govt, notification depends on the 

uuxuou is upon the accused to prove that lethal 

weapon carried by him was a Klrpan within the meaning of the exemption. A sword 

31 inches I<mg with a blade length of 22 inches in a simple scabbard was held not to 

be proved a Kirpan. 

Baohittae Singh A. I. R. 1922 Lah. 141 

Hari Singh A. I. R. 1924, Lah. 600 

The epmption only appliee to Klrpans actually in existence and nosseasad 
or Carrie^ by Sikhs and not to the manufacture of Kirpans by Sikhs. A Sikh is not 
prevented by provision in the Arms Act, from dealing with Kirpans which he possms- 
es any way he likes, but he is not exempted by the entry in schedule II from the 
operation of the prohibition as to manufacture contained in section 5 of the Act, 

Basta Singh A. I. R. 1923, Lah, 267, 3 Lah. 437. 

(43)_ Appellant ^ as found carrying a bamboo dang 5 ft. 7 inches lonsf whinh 
had an iron attachment at the thick end and hidden in the fold of his loin cloth was 
a blade 8 inches Jong which fitted the end of the dang. Held, that taking into coniTi- 
deration the nature of the instrument the fact that the blade could be readily slipped 


Gahna 

JiNDA 

(41) The question whether a sword 
therefore exempt from the Act under 
circumstances of the case. The burden 
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on and off tke stick and the fact that it was found detached from the stick and 
hidden in the appellant’s loin cloth showed that it was possessed by him not for 
ordinary domestic purposes but for purposes of offence and defence and that it was 
included in the term arms used in the Act. 

Mangal Singh A. L R. 19S3, Lah. 138, % Lah. 133 

Carrying a sword or Kipan, 9 inches in length, is an offence under sec. 6% 
of the Cah Police Act — (Bengal Act IV of 1863). 

KIBPAL Sikgh a. I. R. 1924, CAL. 231 

(44) An instrument consisting of two separate pieces, namely, a lathi, 6' 
long, at one end of which a hollow screw and an axe like blade, 5" by 4^'^ having a 
screw to allow of its being fixed into the long lathi was held to an arm within the 
meaning of sec. 19 (f), as no instrament like that is ever used for domestic or agri- 
cultural purposes. 

PUBAN SINGH A. I. R. 1928, Lah. 295. 


(45) Dahs of the kind described in notification ITo. 827, dated the 1.* th June 1893 
(vide entry 9 (a) (v) of Schedule II ) as excluded from the operation of the Act, are 
not arms within the meaning of the Act and it is therefore unnecessary to exclude 
them from the operation of the Act, 

Nga Ne it. L. B. R. 18934900, 416, 

(46) The meaning of in the Burmees translation of the Arms Act 

must be limited to the meaniug of dagger. 

nga Tnw Bau L. B. R, 1898-1900, 320. 

(47) Dalvres, spears aa d forks do not come within the definition of military 
lucres in s. 4 and the mere possession of such weapon is not a punishable offence in 
Burma under s. 19 of the Act. But going armed with swords or spears without a 
licence is punishable under s. 13. 

Hga Po Tein U, b. R. 1892-1896, VOL. 1, 1 

(48) The accused imported certain knives described as hunting knives and kept 
with him. One edge was sharp up to the guard, the other only at the point. The 
knife could be used for stabbing and thrusting. Held, that the instrument fell within 
the category of arm. [In a case Narain Singh— reported in the “Leader” of Allahabad 
of the 10th June 1925, The Biigh Court, Allahabad, held that an instrument which 
was a foltog knife of a large size could not in common parlance he described as 
dagger. The primary use of a dagger was to stab whereas the instrument seems to 
have been designed for ordinary use]. 

Bibhah SiKGH A. I. R. 1924, Cal. 714, 51 Cal. 573. 

(49) A clasp knife does not fall within the ordinary meaning of the word 


HUTAT Kyan 


1 L. B. B. 271. 


mi. A clasp knife is not a dagger and is not designed or suitable for warfere. 
Therefore it does not oome within the definition of arms. 


Nga Po This 


L. B. R. 1893-1900, 487. 


^ ® ’’I®'*® Witt a pointed end and is 

word arms*””* handle and turns over into the handle falls within the meaning of the 


Nga Lu Ggle 


A. I. B. 1928, Rang. 49. 


from keir appearance be saW^to°have'been^p°^mSly^mmJufec^^ 


Mb This 

(53) Dagger shaped 
arms. 


, . , 7 BuE. L. T. 165. 

knives known as clasp knives fall within the definition of 


Bbeahim Dowoodji Babi Bawa 


;i Bub. l, B. 183, 
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(54) A cook’s knife is not an arm. The accused’s conduct in manufacturing a 
sheath for the knife, to enable him to conveniently* carry It about with him, does not 
convert it into an arm, unless the character of the knife is altered ( e» g. ) by grind- 
ing it so as to make it double edged. 

Axtng Ba 5 

(55) A table knife however carried or intended to be used is not an arm, 

Nga Kta Nyo 9 Bub, 307. 

(56) A dashe-upyat of the usual type is primarily intended for domestic or 
agricultural purposes and is not an arm within the meaning of the Act. 

Hamyit 5 B. L. R. 207. 3 BUK, L. T. 91. 

(57) The true criterion is not whether any given dah is an “TJ pyat” but what 
was the intention of the maker as regards its purposes. 

Po Me a. I. B 1933, Rakg. 93, 11 L. B. R.340. 

(58) Axe or knife does not become arm within s. 4 by merely using it for 
offending or defending on particular occasion. 

Mehr Dik a. I. R. 1937, Lah. 163. 

(59) If Lee Me tford bullets were capable or fit for use they are ‘‘parts*’ of 
ammunition. 

Oheta all. Revn. No. 517 OF SEP. 1917. 

(60) Empty cartridge oases of which the caps have been exploded do not come 
under the definition of ammunition in the Act. An instrument for repairing cartridge 
cases of the Martini Henry rifle is not maobinery for manufacturing ammunition 
within the meaning of the Act. 

Jaman Khan 30 P. R. 1900 OR. 

(61) Empty cartridge cases in which the caps have been exploded come with- 
in the definition of ammunition. 


Ebrahim Alibhoy 7 Bom, L. R. 474 

Baldeo Singh 33 All, 182 

Rahgaswami Aiyab 4 1. 0. 405 

Alabin A. I. R. 1934, All. 315, 46 all. 49 

(62) To support a conviction for possessing empty cartridges it should be 
proved that the cartridges can be reloaded in India and used as ammunition by 
persons with whom they are found. If this is not found the cartridges are not 
ammunition and so no prosecution can be made on them. 

Amir a. I. R. 1935, All. 496, 47 ALL. 639 

Kallu a. L R. 1936, ALL. 355 


(63) The rockets referred to in s. 4 under the definition of ammunition are 
war rockets. 


SUPPI 


5 Mad. 159 


(64) A person in posses.sion of a quantity of gunpowder without licence' is liable 
to conviction under s. 19 although he may intend to employ the powder in the 
manufacture of fireworks or other harmless purposes, inasmuch as gunpowder is a 
material capable of being used for purposes of warfare. 

Kasim Sahib 8 Mad. 303 


^65) Paia/cas which are small packets, wrapped in a paper, of chlorate-potash 
mixed with small ^pieces of kankar, and which explode with a slight report when 
thrown with force against a wall or other hard surface, are not fireworks within the 
Explosives Act, and so no licence is necessary for the manufacture or sale of 
Patakgs. 

Bansidhar 8 P. R. 1910 Cr., 9 P. W. R. 1910 Or. 


(66) Accused was convicted under s. 5 for the manufacture, possession and 
sale of explosive in Burma, for possessing explosive without a licence. H&ld, 
that licences under these rules are not required for the possession of explosives of 
this nature. But cartridges and detonators are ammunition as defined in s. 4 and 
the accused might properly have been convicted under s. 19 if) of the Act. 

Nga Ye U L. B, E. 1897-1910 VOL. 1., 139 
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(67) Although lead is exempt from the operation of s.'4, yet if it is moulded into 
bullets of 20 to 24 bore, it is a ammunition within the meaning of the said section. 
In a case of technical offence a nominal sentence is always quite sufficient to meet 
the ends of justice. 

Sant Singh 16 P. R. 1910 Cr. 

(68) Lathis are arms within the meaning of sec. 106, Or. P. C. 

Sarjug Lax. 35 I. C. 489 


II— Manufacture^ Conversion and Sale. 

, 5* No person .shall manufacture, convert or sell, or keep, offer 
, or expose for sale, any arms, ammunition or 

military stores except under a licence and in 
and sale prohibited. manner and to the extent permitted 

thereby. 

Nothing herein contained shall prevent any person from selling 
any arms or ammunition which he lawfully possesses for his own 
private use to any person who is not by any enactment for the 
tirae^being in force prohibited from possessing the same ; but every 
person so selling arms or ammunition to any person other than a 
person entitled to possess the same by reason of an exemption 
under section 27 of this Act shall, without unnecessary delay, give 
to the Magistrate of the district, or to the officer-in-charge of the 
nearest police-station, notice of the sale and of the purchaser’s 
name and address. 


NOTES. 

(1) If an officer or soldier wishes to dispose of any arms or ammunition either 
by private sale or by public auction, he should ascertain that the would-be purchaser 
is a person entitled by law to possess the same and if such persoii*s name does not 
appear in the official Army or Civil List he should apply to the Magistrate or Deputy 
Commissioner of the District or the Local Political Officer, as the case may be, for 
permission for the transaction to take place. (L A. R. 12 of 3rd Jan. 1910), 

These orders were extended to Civil Officers by H. D. no. 902 dated the 20th Feb. 
and no. 6815 dated the 13th Dec. 1901, and XT. P. G. O. nos. 1115 dated the 15th Auril 
and 1751 dated the 1st June 1901.) 

(2) All arms and ammunition and articles of this nature found among unclaim- 
ed property in the possession of Railway Companies should be sent to the nearest 
Magistrate for sale on the understanding that the sale proceeds will be made over 
to the railway authorities. (Ry. D. letter no. 2106 R. T. dated the 3rd Dec. 1908). 

(3) The manufacture of cartridges for their own use by holders of licences to 

possess and carry arms does not require a separate licence to manufacture, f Bombay 
no. 1025 dated the 22nd Aug. 1921). ,, 

(4) The sale of arms, ammunition or military stores is prohibited except under 

a licence and m the manner and to the extent permitted thereby. The only excep- 
tion adlowed is the sale of arms or ammunition possessed by a person for his private 
use, which is permitted subject to the observance of certain conditions specified in 
the second part of the section. This exception would not cover the case of an agent 
to whom arms are made over for sale or commission. Sale by an agent in such 
circumstances would be illegal except under a licence. (Burma A, M. Ed. 1926 page 
188, para. 19.) ' ^ ® 


(5) When a person who repairs arms, is also a maker of arms, it is necessary, 
under the existing law, that he should provide himself with a licence in the latter 
capacity, so that the present question practically affects persons in the position of 
ordinary blacksmiths or others who may have arms in their temporary keeping for 
purposes of repair. In regard to these classes of persons, the Governor-General in 
Council IS decidedly ofopinion that it formed no part of the intention of the Arms 

and His Excellency in Council accordingly 
durects that in future no licences shall be required merely for carrying on the 
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business of repairing arms, (H. D. resn, no. 69-3039-50 dated the 15th Dec. 1881.) 
Those repairers of arms, however, who stock spare part of arms are required to take 
out licences for the possession of those spare parts in one or both of forms IX or 21 
or forms X and XII (H. D. no. F-31-Xiri-26 dated the 2nd Aug. 1936.) 

(6) The manufacture or possession of fireworks including rockets which are 
mere fireworks, does not come within the prohibition of s. 5. The rockets referred to 
in s. 4 under the definition of ammunition are war-rockets. 

SUPH 5 Map. 159. 

(7) . Vide Hibajx Walad HIRA PATBL, 9 BOM. 518— Note no. (16) under sec. 1, 
page 37, ante, 

(8) A person having obtained a licence for match-lock had the same converted 
into a percussion gun. He was convicted under s. 19 on the ground that the licence 
did not permit him to keep a percussion gun. Held that the accused could not be 
convicted under that section, 

Bodappa 10 Map. 31 

(9) There is nothing in the Act or Rules which renders a sale of sulphur and 
ammunition by agent of a licence-holder illegal. 

SlTHARAMMAYA 12 MAP. 473 

(10) The temporary of possession of a gun by a servant who carries it from his 
master’s house to the blacksmith for repair and by the blacksmith for the purpose of 
repair without a licence is not punishable under sec. 19. 

Tota Ram 16 Alp, 376. 1894 A. W. N. 83 

(11) The repairing of arms is not manufacture within the meaning of ss- 5 and 
19 (a) 

Yagantiah 1 Weir 653. 

(13) The manufacturer of the dagger shaped knives (known as clasp knives) 
before the Court, intended to supply weapons to persons who wanted efficient stab- 
bing instruments. They could not be likely to serve any domestic purpose and there- 
fore fell within the definition of arms. [Vide note (16) xtnder sec. 4, p. 39, ante], 

Ebrahim Dawoodji Babi Bawa, 3 L. B, R, 1 11 Bur. L. R. 183 

(13) A person who repairs arms and is in possession of guns made over to him 
for repairs cannot be convicted of being iu possession of arms without licence. 

Murli a. I. R, 1939, ALL. 730 

(14) The mere possession or sale of fireworks, without a licence is no offence 
under the Arms Act. 

Boyinapalli Venkataraju 1 Weir 655 

(15) Where the accused who had a licence under the Explosives Act to manu- 
facture and sell gun-powder and fireworks on certain premises, manufactured fireworks 
at a different place, held that the accused could not be convicted under the Arms Act. 

Ramaswami Pillai 1 Weir 656 


III— Import^ Export and Transport, 

6. No person shall bring or take by sea or by land into or 
out of British India any arms, ammunition or 
tation aTd ex°<Sta- stores except under a licence and in the 

tionprohibited*^^*^ " manner and to the extent permitted by such 
licence. 

Nofhing in the first clause of this section extends to arms other 
than cannon or ammunition imported or exported 
Importation and in reasonable quantities for his own private use 
ana“*Immuai«onX by any person lawfully entitled to possess such 
private use. arms or ammunition ; but the Oollector of 

Customs or any other officer empowered by the 
Local Government in this behalf by name or in vertue of his office 
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may at any time detain such arms or ammunition until he receives 
the orders of the Local Government thereon. 

Explanation. — Arms, ammunition and military stores taken from 
one part of British India, to another by sea or across intervening 
territory not being part of British India, are taken out of and brought 
into British India, within the meaning of this section. 


NOTES. 


(1) Any person “lawfully entitled to possess arms” can import into British 
India or take out of the country with him or send out any arms of ammunition, with- 
out any special licence, provided these are of reasonable quantity, are for their per- 
sonal use and their possession is covered either by a licence or by exemption. 
The words “lawfully entitled to possess’* app.y to persons licensed according to law 
to possess arms, as well as to persons exempted from the operation of sections 13 
and 14 of the Act. (H. D. no. 1852, dated the 14th Deo. 1880). 

(3) The exemption in clause 2 of section 6 cover only the export of arms and 
ammunition by a privileged person for his own personal use, not the export of arms 
and ammunition by other people for the use of a privileged person. (P. D. letter no. 
1327-1 , dated the 23rd March 1891.) 

(3) When arms and ammunition are simultaneously imported a licence under 
the Arms Act is necessary for the import of arms and another, under the Explosives 
Act, for the import of ammunition, irrespective of the question whether a licence 
under the Arms Act has been obtained or not. (H. D. no. 4638, dated the 6th 
August 1901.) 

(4) All articles of the foreign parcel mail imported into India and declared 
or suspected to contain arms and ammunition are scrutinised by the Customs 
authorities. Such articles as are found to have been imported in contravention of the 
terms of notification no. 2112, dated the 2nd June 1924, are detained by the Customs 
authorities and dealt with in aocordence with the provision of section 167 (8) of tho 
Sea Customs Act, 1878) (VIII of 1878), any arms that are confiscated under this 
section being disposed of in aocordence with the rules in force for the disposal of 
confiscated weapons. Parcels which on scrutiny by the Customs authorities are 
passed by them are handed over to the post-office for delivery to the consignees. 
Inward foreign articles of the letter mail found to contain arms and ammunition are 
forwarded by the post-office of delivery to the chief port of the Presidency or 
province neatest to that office to be there made over ijo the Customs authorities who 
then deal with them in the manner above prescribed for the treatment of parcels. The 
foregoing instructions do not restrict in any degree the discritionary powers exercised 
by the Customs authorities under the existing provisions of the law. (0. and I. no. 
523-527-17, dated 24th January 1911). 

The transmission of arms and ammunition in foreign postal articles forwarded 
by other postal administrations in open transit (a decouvert)^ though the India Post- 
Office, is prohibited. Articles of this class should be returned to the country of origin* 
Transit-articles of the foreign mail, the contents of which although falling under the 
head of ‘ arms and ammunition as defined in the Indian Arms Act are in themselves 
quite harmless, may, however, at the discretion of Postmaster-General be transmitted 
to their destinations. (0 and I. no. 8072 8074-55, dated 29th Sept. 1913,) 

(5) Under s. 19 of the Sea Customs Act, 1878 (VXII of 1878) and in supersession 

of the notn. of the Dept of 0. and I., no. 5377 dated the 26th July 1919 the Govt of 
India has prohibited ' 

(1) the bringing by sea or by land into British India through the medium of 
the Post Office, of arms, ammunition or military stores as defined in the Indian Arms 
Act, 1878 (XI of 1878). 

Provided that this prohibition shall not apply to the bringing of arms, ammuni- 
tion or military stores into British luiia — 


(o) from Berar, or 

(6) by or on behalf of Government ; 

(2) the bringing or taking by sea or land into or out of British India of arms 
apmunjtion or military stores, as defined in the Indian Arms Act (XI of 1878), save 
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in accordance with the provisions of that Act and of the rules and orders for the 
tinie-being in force thereunder. (0, and I. Dept. no. 2112 dated the 2nd June 1924). 

(6) The procedure for the exporation of arms, ammunition and military stores 
required for the Governments of Afehanistan and Ifepal are laid down in the letters 
of the Govt, of India, 1287/Fr., dated the 5th December 1922. and Govt, of 
Bengal, no. 2564 dated the 10th July 1925, which are reproduced as notes to rule 19 
of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924. 

(7) The following officers are empowered to detain arms and ammunition under 
this section — 

Bombay. — Political Resident at Aden. (Notn. no. 3467, dated the 16th 
June 1879 ) 

Bengal—AII Magistrates and police officers not below the grade of sub-inspeo- 
tor (Bengal L. R. and O., para. 83). 

United Pbovinoes— Any Magistrate, Justice of the Peace, Superintendent, 
Assistant or Deputy Superintendent of Police and any police officer being not lower 
in rank than an officer in charge of a police station (G. O. no. 229} dated the 
27th Feb. 1879). 

Punjab.— All Magistrates and Police-officers not below the rank of officer 
in-charge of a station. (Notn. no. 8408 dated the 5th March 1929). 

Central Provinces— All Magistrates and all officers of the police not below the 
rank of Assistant District Superintendent of Police, (Notn. no. 2595 (a) dated the 
18th June 1879.) 

Assam— All Magistrates and all police officers not below the rank of Inspectors. 
(Notn, no. 2443 J. dated the 12th June 1914.) 

N. W. F. Province All Magistrates and all police officers not below the rank 

of officer in charge of a station. [Notn. no. 7103 G. dated the 2nd May 1922.] 

(7) A person lawfully entitled to possess arms and ammunition signing the 
prescribed certificate of purchase of the same in the name of another with an address 
not his own and thereby deceiving the gunsmith and the Government and defeating 
the object of the certificate, commits forgery : his act having been done fraudulently 
if not dishonestly. 

Causlet 43 Cal. 421. 

(9) Where the accused who was the servant of some lady in the Nepal State 
was proved to have brought the gun to British India for the purpose of having it 
repaired and he had no licence, under the Indian Arms Act, held^ that he was guilty 
of an offence under s. 19 (e) but that it was sufficient to impose a sentence of fine. 

ORI a. I. R. 1929, Oudh 157, 

7. [Levy of duties on arms, etc,, imported hy sea] Repealed by the 
Repealing and Amending Act 189 1 (XII of 1891). 

8. [Power to impose duty on imports by land.) Repealed hy the 
Repealing and Amending Act 1891, {XII of 1891^ 


9. Not withstanding anything contained in the Sea Customs Act, 
« . ft 1 1878, no arms, ammunition or military stores 

GovCTnmrnt required shall be deposited in any warehouse licensed 
to warehousing of under section 16 of that Act without the sane** 
arms etc. tion of the local Government, 

[NOTE.-“The warehouse at Moyapur is declared to be a warehouse for the deposit 
of ammunition under this section. The premises of any licensed dealer in arms in Cal- 
cutta licensed also as a private warehouse under section 16 of the Sea Customs Act, 
1878. and approved of in writing by the Commissioner of Police, may be used as a place 
for the deposit of arms under this section. (Bengal notn. dated 24th March 1879.)] 


10. The Governor-General in Council may, from time to time, by 
p . notification in the Gazette of India , — 

transport ° regulate or prohibit the transport of any 

description of arms, ammunition or military 
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stores over tlie whole of British India or any part thereof, either 
altogether or except under a licence and to the extent and in the 
manner permitted by such licence, and 
(6) cancel any such notification. 


Explanation. 

Ttansfalpment of arms 


Arms, ammunition or military stores transhipped 
at a port in British India are transported within 
the meaning of this section. 


(1) In order to avoid the possibility of transport licence being used more than 
once, the time for which such licences are valid should iuvarably be entered in the 
proper column of the licence. The time allowed, specially in the case of arms ammu- 
nition or military stores licensed or transported through any part of British India to 
the frontier, should be carefully restricted to such period as may be considered 
reasonable. (H, B. no. 44—1737, dated the 23rd Sept. 1879). 

(2) In the transmission of a^ms, ammunition and military stores from one 
British district to another through foreign territory, the procedure prescribed is that 
both an export and import licence, in the regular form should be taken out— the 
export licence for the transmission of the consignment to foreign territory, and the 
impart licence to cover its re-conveyance into British territory. Whenever such a 
case may arise a copy of the original licence for export should be communicated to 
the Magistrate of the place to which the consignment is ultimately destined. (For. 
no. 2864-1 dated the 29th J une 1837). 

(3) Although the word “transport*^ as used in the Indian Arms Act, would in 
a certain sense, include every movement from p^ace to place, yet the Government 
of India consider that looking to the general objects of tho Act, ond the difSoulties 
which might result from oonsbruing the words in its widest sense it is reasonable to 
attach to it a more restricted meaning, which it would not, perhaps be easy to define 
precisely, but which would certainly not include such movement as the removal of 
arms from a warehouse to a shop in the same town or the landing of arms imported. 
Uuder such restricted interpretation of the term no licence is required for the removal 
of ammunition from one magazine and warehouse to another in the same locality. 
(H. D. no. 88-2955, dated the 9 th Nov. 1888), 

(4) The Advocate General, Bengal, holds that, in the case in question, the 
offence of transporting arms without the requisite licence was complete, inasmuch 
as the arms had been removed or transported from the gunshop to the Railway 
station at Purabserai ; a conviction under section 19 (d) of the Arms Act, as it stands, 
would therefore have been possible, if the accused had been charged with the sub- 
stantive offence punishable under that section. (H. D. no. 3007 dated the 9th Nov 
1921). 


Power to establish 
searching stations. 


11. The Local Government, with the previous sanction of the 
Governor General in Council, may at any 
places along the boundary-line between 
British India and foreign territory and at 
such distance within such line as it deems expedient, establish 
searching-posts at which all vessels, carts and baggage animals, 
and all boxes, bales and packages in transit, may be stopped and 
searched for arms, ammunition and military stores by any officer 
empowered by such Government in this behalf by name or in virtue 
of his office. 


[NOTE.-Conveyances and baggage belonging to passengers are liable to be stop- 
ped and searched at Sayer stations for arms, ammunition and military stores In 
carrying out this duty the notification of exemption and the rules under the arms Act 
so far as they rslate to the transit of arms, ammunition and military stores should be* 
followed by the officers of the Land Customs stations. /'Madras L. R. and O.) 
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12. When any person is found carrying or conveying any arms, 
Arrest of persons ammunition ot military stores, whether covered 
conveying arms, etc., by a licence or not, in such manner or under such 
under suspicious circumstances as to afford just grounds of sus- 
circumstances. picion that the Same are being carried by him 

with intent to use them, or that the same may be used, for any un- 
lawful purpose, any person may without warrant apprehend him and 
take such arms, ammunition or military stores from him. 

Any person so apprehended and any arms, ammunition or 
Procedure where mlitary stores SO taken by a person not 
arrest made by per- being a Magistrate or Police-officer, shall be 
son not a Ma^strate delivered over as soon as possible to a Police- 
or Police-officer. officer. 

All persons apprehended by, or delivered to, a Police-officer* 
and all arms and ammunition seized by or delivered to any such 
officer under this section, shall be taken without unnecessary delay 
before a Magistrate. 


IV . — Going armed and possessing arms^ etc. 

13. ITo person shall go armed with any arms except under a 
Prohibition of going licence and to the extent and in the manner 
armed without licence, permitted thereby. 

Any person so going armed without a licence or in contraven- 
tion of its provisions may be disarmed by any Magistrate, Police- 
officer or other person empowered by the local Government ip this 
behalf by name or by virtue of his office, 

[Note , — For the purposes of this section, arms includes also knives with pointed 
blades rigidly affixed, or capable of being rigidly affixed, to the handle, and measur- 
ing in all over 5 inches in length, which are intended exclusively for domestic, 
agricultural or industrial purposes. CBurma Act YIl of 1928).] 


NOTES. 

(1) The following officers are empowered to disarm persons under this section. 

MADRAS—All Magistrates, Police-officers and adigaris in the Malabar district. 
(Gr. 0. no. 457, dated the 5th December 1895.) 

BOMBAY.— The undermentioned officers of the Forest Department in the 
Northern Division, Southern Division and the Sind j— 

Conservators, Deputy Conservators, Assistant Conservators, Extra Assistant 
Conservators, Rangers, Foresters, Forest Guards, 

and Salt Inspectors in Sind in virtue of their office ; Officers, sepoys, 
and peons of Salt Department employed on the Goa and on the Northern Frontiers. 
(Notns. no. 6714 dated the 7th Novr. 1879, no, 9855 dated the 29th Novr, 1892, no. 
3049-A dated the 8th June 1889, no. 410 dated the 19th Jany. 1895 and no. 4082, 
dated the 11th Augt. 1905. 

"UNITED PROVINCES. — The Conservator of Forests, all Deputy and Extra 
Deputy Conservators, Assistant Conservators, and Extra Assistant Conservators 
(induing probationers). Patwaris in Jaunsar-Bawar have similar powers. CNotn. 
no. 3451-VI-888 dated the 4th Sept, 1913 and para. 76 of U, P. Rules.) 

BURMA.— All headmen and rural police men appointed under s. 5 of the Burma 
Village Act, 1907. (Notn. no. 112 dated the 5th Aug. 1909), 

CENTRAL PROVINCES, — All Forest officers not below the rank of Assistant 
Conservators and all Revenue officers not below the rank of Naib-Tashilder. (Notn, 
no. 2595 (a), dated the 18th June 1879 and para. 3 of C. P. Rules, page 184). 

7 
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(2) Holder of a licence to kill wild beasts not bound to take out a licence if he 
uses his gun for shooting purposes. 

BOMATA CHBTTT ® 

(5) Section 13 prohibits a person from “going armed” except under a licence 
but the Ucensee is not bound to take his licence with him whenever he goes armed 


EOBAQA 

Kishtthwa 

(4) Where a licence to go armed is granted for protection only, 
cannot use it for sport or display. 

VehkatabaTadtt 


1 Weie 66a 
ao Cal. 444 
the licensee 

1 Weir 663 


(6) A person who appears in public place or issues from his own property or 
abode, having about his person, a weapon of the sort described in s. 4 and not covered 
by a licence goes armed within the moaning of a, 13. The phrase going armed is not 
to be restricted to the meaning carrying or bearing arms in the manner usual for the 
particular weapon in view. 

Nga SHWE Ton A. 1. B. 1927, Bang. 32, L. B. E. 1893-1900, 284 

(6) The accused was found in another man’s house wearing a dagger. did 
not allege that the dagger was not his or that he had not brought it to the house. 
On the contrary he specified the purpose for which the dagger was used. Bela, that 
in the above circumstances the accused has committed the offence of going armed 
with a dagger in contravention of s. 13. 

NGA TEA BaunG U. B. R. 1897-1901 VOL. I, 4 

(7) Vide Nga PO Tein, U. B. R. 1892 1896, VOL. 1, 1, nOTE (47) to seo. 4, 
page 42, ante. 


14. No person shall have in his possession or under his control 
any cannon or firearms or any ammunition or 
. UnMcensed poms- mjiifcary stores, except under a licence and in 
lion o irearms, e c. manner and to the extent permitted thereby. 

{Temporary provision^ Be^pealed by the Repealing and 
Amending Act^ 1891 {XII of 1891.) 


(1) Vide Chaitoo Goim, 12 0. P. L. R. Or. 8, —note (27) under s. 4, page 40, ante. 

(2j A gun barrel so long as it can be used as a gun barrel is an arm within the 
meaning of seo* 4, because It is a part of firearm. But it is not a firearm within the 
meaning of sec. 14, nor it is one of the articles mentioned in the section. 

Barwar Teli 12 C, P. L. R. OR, 10 

(3) Firearms in this section include parts of firearms. 

Dhak Singh 3 N. L. R. 53 

(4) Where a person kept a gun for some time and made it over to another to 
keep for him he cannot be convicted under sec. 19 (/). The only person who can be 
punished under s. 19, cl, (/) is the person who has in his possession or under his control 
any arm in contravention of secs. 14 and 19. 

AKHIL Nath Dutt 15 c. W. N. 440 

(5) Vide PraBHAT Chandra Ghaudhuri,— 35 Cal. 219,— note under seo. 19 (/). 

(6) There is no provision in this section requiring a person to deposit a spear. 
If there is no other basis of conviction it is illegal. 

Chaganipate Chino Basavappa 291, j. o. 544 

(7) Possession of parts of firearms is prohibited by this section read with s. 4. 

Harsh A Nath Chatterjee 42 Cal. 1153, 19 0. W. N. 706 

(8) m offence of going armed with firearms is considerably more narrow 
than the offence of being m possession merely of firearms. The expression “going 
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armed’* clearly indicates two things, namely, first an intention to use it as a firearm 
and, secondly, the possibility oi using it. 

SONAI Mathu AMBALAM A. I R. 1925, Mad. 585 

(9) Where proceedings are instituted against any person for secret possession 
of arms in contravention of ss. 14 and 15, the accused should be discharged under 
s* 20 if the intention to conceal the possession is not made out. Offences created by 
s. 20 are distinct from those under s. 19. 

No A Po Chin 8 B, L. B, 452 

(10) Vide Nga Po B. R. 18924898, VOL. 1, 1,-note (47) under s. 4, 

page 42, ante. 


15, In any place to which section 32, clause 2, of Act No. XXXI 
of 1860, applies at the time this Act comes into 
force or to which the local Government, with the 
previous sanction of the Governor-General in 
Council, may, by notification in the local official 
Gazette, specially extend this section, no person 
shall have in his possession any arras of any description, except 
under a licence and in the manner and to the extent permitted 
thereby. 


Possession of arms 
of any description 
without licence pro- 
hibited in certain 
places. 


NOTES. 

(1) Section 32, Clause % of Act XXXI of 1860— In every such Province, District, 
or place as well as in any Province, District or place in which an order for a general 
search for arms has been issued and is still in operation under Act XXVIII of 1857, 
it ^ shall not be lawful for any person to have in his possession any arms of the des- 
cription mentioned in section VI of this Act, or any percussion caps, sulphur, gun., 
powder, or other ammunition without a licence, 

(2) This section does not apply to Burma as section 32, clause (2) of Act 
XXXI of 1860 did not apply to Lower Burma on the 1st Oot. 1878. 

(3) Act XXXI of 1860 was repealed by this Act (XI of 1878). 

(4) Section 15 has been extended to the following places — 

In Madras. The Malabar district. — (2) It is therefore hereby notified, that 
within the limits of the said district, no person who is not specified or described in 
Schedule I of the Indian Arms Rules, 1920, as exempted shall, from the date of 
this notification have in his possession any arms of any description except under a 
licence and in the manner and to the extent permitted by it. (Notn. no. 222 dated 
the 14th Sep. 1922). 

Calient, Ernad, Walavanad, Ponnani, (G-. 0. No. 355, dated the 6th Feb. 1885 
and no. 260, dated the 30th June 1815.) 

BOMBAT.— Aden. — (Notn. no. 3467 dated the 16th June 1897). 

The following notn. no. 1112 dated the 19th Feb. 1878, is republished with the 
additions attached to it by Govt. resn. no. 4378, dated the 13th August 1890. 

It is hereby notified, that the provisions of Act XXXI of 1860 (relating to the 
manufacture, importation and sale of arms and ammunition and for regulation of 
the right to keep and use tbe‘same, and to give the power of disarming in certain cases) 
as modified by Act VI of 1866, are in force in the following places, districts and 
portions of districts : — 

Town and Island of Bombay, Districts of Ratuagiri, Poona, Ahmednagar, Satara, 
Belgaum, Dharwar. 

District of Sholapur, (a) Pandharpur, (6) Sangola, talukas only. 

District of Bijapur (lately Kaladgi) (a) Bijapur, (b) Bagalkot, (c) Badami, (d) 
Hungund, talukas only. ^ 
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District of Kanara (a) Supa, (6) Yellapur* (c) Karvsrar, (d) Sirsi. (e) Siddapur, 
talukas only. 

District of Nasik :^(aj Nasik, (6) Igafcpuri, (c) Dindori, (d) Sainar, (e) Niphad, (f) 
Yeola, ig) Chandor, talukas only, 

(5) The provisions of Act XXXI of 1860, as modified by Act VI of 1866, are, 
with the exception of the several clauses of section 32, which apply to the disarma- 
ment of any districts, in force in the following districts and portions of districts 

The Province of Sind., viz — the districts of Karachi, Hyderabad and Shikarpur, 
Thar and Parkar and the U" pper Sind Frontier. 

Districts of Ahmedabad — Surat, Broach, Kaira, Panch Mahals, Thana, Kolaba, 

District ofXasik — (a) Malegaon, (h) Nandgaon, (c) Baglan, (d) Kalvan, (e) 
Feint talukas only« 

District of Kanara— (aj Kumta, fb) Konavar, talukas only. 

District of Kaladgi— (a) Indi, {h) Sindgi, (c) Muddabahal, (d) Bagevadi, 
talukas only. 

District of Sholapur— C^) Sholapur, (b) Barsi, (c) Madha, (d) Karmala, 
talukas only. 

(Kotn, no. 391, dated the 18th Jan. 1893 and Notn. no. 8225, dated the 12th 
Dec. 1898). 

BENGAL.*“Section 15 of the Act is extended to all districts in Bengal and with 
effect from the 9th March 1923, no person of these districts shall have in his posses- 
sion any arms of any description except under a licence and in the manner and to the 
extent permitted thereby. (Xotns. no. 787 dated the 9th March 1923 and no 1121 
dated the 31st March 1923). 

N, B» This notlfi,oation under section 15 does not in itself supersede any 
exemption under section 27 of the Act in force at the time. Exemptions in force 
remain in force ; possession of arms becomes unlawful if the arms are among those 
notified under column 3 of schedule II or among the exceptions noted in column 2 
ofschedulell of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924. (Bengal no. 1838—1866 dated the 
15th May 1922 and para. 24 A of L. R. and O.) 

PUNJ^AB.— Hazara, Peshawar, Kohat, Bannu, Dera Ismail Khan and Dera Ghazi 
Khan. (Notn, no, 1635 of the Ifitli Nov. 1900.) See also the list of villages printed 
at the end of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924, and referred to in Schedule IV.. clausa 

(7) (h). (Notn, no. 2460 dated the 3rd July 1879.) 


. possession of a sword or dagger in a place to which s. 15 has not been 

extended is no offence. 


Fakir ahmiej). 


1 WEIR 666 


(7) A person having a sword without a licence in a district which is disarmed 
but not going armed with it, is no offence under^he Act. 

KufTJA Asari, 1 Weir 666 

(8) The possession of a bayonet without a licence is not an offence under tho 
Aci, except in the district to which s. 15 has been extended, 

NGA SHWE HLA. 1872-1892-426 

(9) pi. 2, s. 32 of Act XXXI of 1860, relating to the manufacture, importation 

and sale of arms did not apply to the Badamt Taluka of the Kaladgi Coileotorate 
the time wh.n the Indian Arms Act. XI .of 1878, came into foror^andthfitmot- 
tionoftheGoveinmentofBombay, No. 1112 of the 19th Feb. 1878, which ^olarp^d 
that the provisions of Act XXXI of 1860, as modified by Act VI of 1866 are in fort>B 

ilnf “fa notification under section 

15 of Act XI of 1878, extending, with the previous sanction of the Governor-General in 
Council, the provisions_ of the section to Badaml. the possession of arms wuS a 
licence m that taluka is not punishable under s. 19. “ wunouc a 

Dodtama Basappa 


9 B9M. 478 
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(10) The knowledge of the existence of firearms found in a hut on search should 
not, without further evidence be imputed to any other than the occupier of tlm hut 
nor would that presumption operate even against him if it could be proved that it 
was possible that the same might be there without his knowledge, 

Bomesh Chandra 35 

(11) Vide Akhil NATH D ATT, —15 0. W. N, 440.— note (4) under s. 14, page 50. 

(12) Vide Nga po ohin — 8. B. L. R.. 453,— note (9) under s. 14, page 51, 


16. (i) Any person possessing arms, ammunition or military 
stores the possession whereof has, in conse- 
quence of the cancellation or expiry of a licence 
or of an exemption or by the issue of a notification 
under section 15 or otherwise, become unlawful, 
shall without unnecessary delay deposit the same 
either with the officer-in-charge of the nearest police-station or, at 
his option and subject to such conditions as the Local Government 
may by rule prescribe, with a licensed dealer. 

(^) When arms, ammunition or military stores have been 
deposited under sub-section (1) or, before the first day of January, 
1920, under the provision of any law for the time being m force, 
the depositor shall, at any time before the expiry of such period as 
the Local Government may by rule prescribe, be entitled^ 

(а) to receive back anything so deposited the possession of 
which by him has become lawful, and 

(б) to dispose, or authorize the disposal, of anything so deposited 
by sale or otherwise to any person whose possession of the same 
would be lawful ; and to receive the proceeds of any such sale ; 

Provided that nothing in this sub-section shall be deemed to 
authorize the return or disposal of anything the confiscation of which 
has been directed under section 24. 

{S) All things deposited as aforesaid and not returned or dis- 
posed of under sub-section {^) within the prescribed period therein 
referred to shall be forfeited to His Majesty. 

(4) {a) The Local Government may make rules consistent with 
this Act for carrying into effect the provisions of this section. 

(6) In particular and without prejudice to the generality of the 
foregoing provisions, the Local Government may by rule prescribe — 

(z) the conditions subject to which arms, ammunition and 
military stores may be deposited with a licensed dealer, and 

(ii) the period after the expiry of which things deposited as 
aforesaid shall be forfeited under sub-section {S). 


In certain cases 
arms to be deposited 
at police stations or 
with licensed dealers. 


(1) Statement of objects and reasons dated the 1st Sept. 1919, leading to the 
Amending Act XX of 1919, by which the present section 1$ was substituted. 

The changes in the administration of the Indian Arms Act, 18?8 (XI of 1878), 
which were announced in the Government of India (Home Department) Resolution 
no. 2125-C, dated the 21st March 1919, (printed on page 1, ante) are to come into force 
on the Ist January 1920. One of the changes is a curtailment ofithe list of exempted 
persons ; and there are probably a number of .persons now in lawful possession of arms 
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and ammunition, of whioli the possession by them will become unlawful by reason of 
that curtailment. It is necessary to arrange for the disposal of such arms and 
ammunition, and the present provisions of the Act are not suffi-oient for the 
purpose. The bill has been framed to provide for the safe custody of such arms and 
ammunition, and at the same time to avoid the infliction of unnecessary hardship, 
by giving to the former possessors opportunity to dispose of thoir property by sale 
or other lawful means/ 


F. Licences, 

17. The Governor-General in Council may, from time to time 
Power to make notification in the Gazette of India^ make 
ruIes^M^o licenSs. rules to determine the officers by whom the 
form in which and the terms and conditions 
on and subject to which any licence shall be granted ; and may by 
such rules among other matters — 

(a) fix the period for which such licence shall continue in force ; 

(&) fix a fee payable by stamp or otherwise in respect of any 
such licence granted in a place to which section 32, clause 2 of Act 
No. XXXI of 1860, applies at the time this Act comes into force, 
or in respect of any such licence other than a licence for possession 
granted in any other place ; 

(c) direct that the holder of any such ; licence other than a 
licence for possession shall beep a record or account, in such form 
as the Local Government may prescribe, of anything done under 
such licence, and exhibit such record or account when called upon 
by an officer of Government to do so ; 

(d) empower any officer of Government to enter and inspect 
any premises in which arms, ammunition or military stores are 
manufactured or kept by any person holding a licence of the 
description referred to in section 5 or section 6 ; 

(e) direct that any such person shall exhibit the entire stock 
of arms, ammunition and military stores in his possession or under 
his control to any officer of Government so empowered ; and 

(/) require the person holding any licence or acting under any 
licence to produce the same and to produce or account for the 
arms, ammunition or military stores covered by the same when 
called upon by an officer of Government so to do. 


NOTES. 


. (1) Fide— K obaga— 1 Weir S63.— note (3) under sec. 13. page 50 ante^ 

(2) The Act does not require a person who holds the licence for a gun or any 
other weapon to carry it on his person whenever he has the weapon with him 
When being required to produce it he is prepared to do so on a reasonable oppor- 
tunity being given him to get, and, if it exists, he should not be prosecuted and if 
prosecuted, the production of the licence at the trial is a sufficient answer to the 
charge of infringing the Act. 


Mahomed Ibrahim 
Kishunwa 


24 0. 0. 22. 22 Cb, L. J. 755 
20 Cal. 444 


Governments nnder section 16(4) wiU be found 
ai the end of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924. 
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(3) An order extending the time of renewal of licences has the effect of keeping 
licence previously granted practically in force and a person cannot be convicted 
under s. 19 (/) for a breach of its provision within the extended time. 

Kali Kath Singh. 3 c. w. n. 394 

(4) On the 1st Oct. 1900, the plaintiff applied to the District Magistrate to 
renew his existing licence for arms, and for the issue of an additional licence for fresh 
arms. The District Magistrate, however, cancelled the plaintiff's existing licence, 
and declined to grant him a licence for fresh arms. This order was sent on to defen- 
dant, the officer in charge of the police station at the village where plaintiff lived, 
with a direction that it should be communicated to the plaintiff, and that such arms 
as there might be in his possession should be attached. The defendant, accompanied 
by a panch, went to the plaintiff’s house, communicated to him the contents of the 

u® u district Magistrate, and called upon him to give up the gun 

which he held under the cancelled licence. The plaintiff produced a gun ; but the 
defendant suspecting that that was not the gun in respect of which the cancelled licence 

L ^ granted, searched the plaintiff’s house, but no gun was found. The plain- 
tiff thereupon sued the defendant for maliciously searching his house ; Held, that the 
defendant was not liable. (1) as he was acting in the discharge of a duty recognised by 
mw when he searched the house, and (2) as it was not proved by the plaintiff that the 
defendant acted dishonestly and was prompted by a desire to injure the plaintiff. 

Kara simha Shankar Deshpande 27 Bom. 590, 


18. Any licence may be cancelled or suspended— 

^ (a) by the ofiScer by whom the same was 

pension of lILnL!”*' granted, or by any authority to which he may 
be subordinate, or by any Magistrate of a district, 
or Commissioner of Police in a Presidency town, within the local 
limits of whose jurisdiction the holder of such licence may be, when, 
for reasons to be recorded in writing, such ojBEicer, authority, Magis- 
trate or Commissioner deems it necessary for the security of the 
public peace to cancel or suspend such licence ; or 

(b) by any Judge or Magistrate before whom the holder of such 
licence is convicted of an offence against this Act, or against the 
rules made under this Act ; and 

the Local Government may at its discretion, by a notification 
in the local oflScial Gazette, cancel or suspend all or any licences 
throughout the whole or any portion of the territories under its 
administration. 


NOTES. 

^BENGAL."-The only disarmed district in Bengal is Bakarganj, all licences in this 
district having been cancelled under s. 18 of the Act in Bengal G-ovt. Notn. no 4772 T 
^ted the 22nd Aug. 1896. These orders were modified in 1904 when the District 
Magistrate of Bakarganj was authorized to issue gun licences under the followino- 
conditions to respectable and trustworthy person:— ^ 

(1) All licences to be in form XVI. 

I'oensed for more than one gun without the counter- 
signature of Commissioner, who will only countersign if good reason is shown. 

the district!* Slanted to any person who is not a permanent resident in 

r.f to have a brass plate showing the number of its licence the dato 

f the original grant of the licence, and of each subsequent renewal Such ’nlatn +n 

be firmly afSxed to the stock of the gun, under the Magisrrate’a orders at the 

need not hTeThe&p£ -»bcr. 
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(6) Licences only to be granted to gentlemen of position and good character 
who can be depended on not only to misuse the guns themselves, but also prevent 
others from misusing them, (Bengal no. 2887 J. D. dated the 29th Sep. 1904, no. 136 J. 
dated the 16th February 1905 and para. 53 Bengal L. R. and 0.) 


VL — Penalties, 

19. Whoever commits any of the following offences (namely) : — 

(a) manufactures, converts, or sells or 
For breach of ^c- feeeps, offers or exposes for sale, any arms, 
^ons , , , o ammunition or military stores in contravention 

of the provisions of section 5 ; 

(6) fails to give notice as required by the same section ; 

(c) imports or exports any arms, ammunition or military stores 
in contravention of the provisions of section 6 ; 

(d) transports any arms, ammunition or military stores in 
contravention of a regulation or prohibition issued under section 10 ; 

(e) goes armed in contravention of the provisions of section 13 ; 

(f) has in his possession or under his control any^ arms, 
ammunition or military stores in contravention of the provisions of 
section 14 or section 15 ; 

Cq) intentionally makes any false entry in a record or account 
which, by a rule made under section 17, clause (c), he is required 
to keep ; 

(A) intentionally fails to exhibit anything which by a rule made 
under section 17, clause (e), he is required to exhibit ; or 

O') fails to deposit arms, ammunition or military stores as 
required by section 14 or section 16 ; 

shall be punished with imprisonment for a term w'hich may extend 
to three years, or with fine, or with both. 


(1) Glausb (a) Vide notes under sections 4, 5, 6, and 14 on pages, 38, 44, 45 
and 50 ante, 

(2) The possession of gunpowder without a licence, even though for the innocent 
purpose of making the fireworks, is an oftence. 

Boyinapalli Yenkataraju 1 Weir 655 

(3) As Khandesh is neither a district on the external land frontier of British 
India nor a seaport district of British Burma, clause IV of the notification of the 
Government of India, No. 518 of the 6th March 1879 (Fide item 5 (1) of Schedule II) 
has no application to it, and as the Government of India has not, by any other 
notification, extended s. 19 of the Act to saltpetre in the Khandesh district, a person 
cannot be convicted under s. 19 for keeping saltpetre without a licence, 

Sakharam Rat. un-cr. C. 227 

(4) The mere temporary possession, without a licence of arms, fop purposes 
other then their use as such, is not an offence within the meaning of s. 19. 

Harpal Rai 24 All. 434 

(5) The keeping of arms under this section must be keeping for sale, not 
keeping only. 

Harshasath Chatterji 42 Cal. 1153 

(d) Manufacture of Kirpan is an offence under the Act. 

Basta Sirgh 


A. 1. R. 1923 Lah. 267 
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(7) Though an unlicensed pistol was found in a shop— the master being absent, 
the servant in possession of the pistol alone could be convicted for the offence. The 
master’s conviction could not be upheld. 

Ohhotb -A, I. B. 1923. ALL, 33 

(8) Clause {h) ,—Vide notes under section 5, page 44 ante, 

(9) A person who applied for permission to sell a gun and did not obtain such 
permission was held not punishable under s. 19 (d) when he had given notice 
under s. 5. 

Venkiah 1 Weir 657 


(10) A gun was found in an abandoned room of the house belonging to the 
accused in which the accused who were members of a joint family and others resided. 
It appeared from the evidence that the room was accessible from outside. The 
accused were convicted under s. 19 (6) ; Jleld, that if the place in which an article 
is found is one to which several persons have equal right of access, it cannot be said 
to be in the possession of any one of them, and the conviction of the accused could 
not be sustained. 

SUDHANYA Bawali 21 0. W. N. 839 


(11) Clause (o) ,— Fade notes under s. 13, page 49, ante. 

Where a person is found carrying arms apparently in contravention of the 
provisions of the Arms Act, it must be presumed in the absence of proof to the 
contrary, that he is carrying such arms with the intention of using them should 
an opportunity of using them arise. Unless he is licensed to carry the weapon and 
is not exceeding the terms of his licence he may be properly convicted under s. 19 (o). 

WILLIAMS ALL. W. N. 1891. 208. 

(12) An offence under s. 19 (c) is committed when a person enters British 
India with a weapon he is not lawfully entitled to possess in this country. It Is 
not necessary that there should be any particular intention in the mind of the 
offender to complete the offence. 

Muhammad Ismail Rowther 35 596^ 


(13) 

(14) 

(15) 
intending 


Vide Orai— A. I. B. 1929, OUDH 157. note (8) under sec. 6, page 47. 
Clause {d ),--Vide notes under s. 10 page 48, ante. 

Where a person orders a gun from a dealer in Bombay ostensibly for an 
purchaser but in fact upon his own account, the act does not amount to 
offence of transporting without licence under rule 19 (rf). Under rule 24, Arms Buies 
it is for the consignor and not for the consignee to apply for and obtain licence and 
when the transporting is done by dealer in Bombay, it is fully covered by the 
licence. Conviction under s. 19 {d) cannot in such a case be sustained. It is sufficient 
that the person ordering the gun should under rule 22 hold a licence to possess the 
gun and if he is found without one he is liable to prosecution, on receipt of the 
weapon for possessing it without license. 

VIRASAMI Naidu a. I. B. 1929, Mad. 864. 

(16) Clause (e) .-~Vide notes under ss. 13 and 14, pages 49-50 ante. 

^ lic^Jised to carry a gun lent one of his servants his gun to shoot 

game vvitn It; that the servant should not be convicted for carrying a gun 

without a licence and that the gun should not be confiscated. 

1881 ALL. W. N., 7. 

failing to deposit arms is not triable by a Magistrate of 
the se^nd class under s. 8 of the Or. P. O, 1872. A Magistrate of the second 
class has no power to try an offence punishable under s. 19 (e) and a conviction 
by him for such an offence is illegal. uuviouwu 

Shaikh Mowla Sahib i Weir 66(), 


(19) The carrying of a spear is not an offence under s. 
are exempted from s, 13, 

Ganpat 

8 


19 (e), because spears 
Rat. XJn. Ob. O. 507, 
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(20) A man going about with a pistol, gun. sword or other weapon within the 
definition of arms in s. 4,’ must, in the absence of proof to the contrary, be presumed 
to be carrying it with the intention of using it, should an opportunity for using arise, 
and, unless he is licenced to carry the weapon and is not exceeding the terms of 
his licence he may properly be convicted under s. 19. 

BhuRB 15 all,, 27. 

(21) A person who had no ammunition with him so as to be in a position to 
use his gun is not guilty under s, 19 (e) of the offence of going armed, nor can 
he be convicted under s. 19 {f) without sanction as required by s. 29. 

Basawan 1 Weir 662 

(22) It must constantly happen that sportsmen on their way to and from the 
field hand over their guns to their servants to avoid unnecessary fatigue to themselves 
and by doing so it does not appear that the servants should be considerad as going 
armed when they have no control over the use of the gun so far as intended and are 
simply bearers of the gun as a load. If the gun were taken to pieces before being 
handed to the servant, it would be difficult to hold that he could be armed with 
it and the moral restrictions of the servant’s duty to make no use of the gun seems 
in effect to make the same difficulty when the gun is left complete. 

Hga MYat Avm U. B. R. 1897-1903 VoL. I. 1, 

(23) The accused Sonia Teli, an agricultural servant of Rao Bahadur Bapu 
Rao Bada was found in the village of Dongargarh carrying a loaded gun belonging 
to his master. The village belonged to the Rao Bahadur aud the accused was 
proceeding to his master’s field for the purpose of frightening off pigs from the 
crop. Sonia was charged under s. 19 (e) with going armed in contravention of the 
provisions of s. 13, but was acquitted on the strength of the ruling of the Allahabad 
High Court in *Empress versus Gangadin, 22 All. 118 ; Held that the exemption 
ahoul be construed literally, but the construction adopted by the Magistrate ignores 
the undoubted fact that the privilege conferred by the exemption is of a personal 
nature and does not extend to the servants and retainers of the person exempted. 

SoiriA Teli 14 0. P. L. R. 112. 

(24) Accused was prosecuted by the police under s. 19 (e) for going armed 
with a revolver. On taking the evidence the Magistrate doubted whether a i>erson 
couid be said to go armed with an unloaded revolver wrapped up in a cloth. 
He therefore charged the accused in the alternative with going armed under clause 
(e) or, with possessing the revolver, under clause (/) of s. 19. A fter the framing 
of the charge the Magistrate submitted the record to the District Magistrate 
owing to an objection being taken, for his previous sanction under s, 29. The 
District Magistrate wrote upon the Diary: " I sanction the institution of proceed- 
ings under s. 19 (f) against Eaka,” The trial proceeded and the accused was convicted 
under clause (/) ; Held that, the police having submitted a report in which it was 
stated that the accused was found carrying the revolver, and that being described 
as an offence under clause (e) of s. 19, proceedings under clause (/) were instituted 
only when the Magistrate framed the charge under that clause. Although the 
framing of the charge when the Magistrate did frame it was without jurisdiction 
yet if the Magistrate had followed the proper course of amending the charge and 
then obtained sanction as he did, there would be nothing to prevent him from again 
framing a charge under clause (f), and proceeding with the trial. The Magistrate 
cannot be said to be without jurisdiction to try the case merely because he framed 
the charge before receiving sanction, and did not frame a fresh charge after receiving 
it. At the time when he took the evidence for the prosecution no sanction was 
required, because proceedings in respect of an offence under clause (/) had not then 
been instituted, and, under s. 256, Or. P. G., the accused had the right to recall 
all the witnesses for the prosecution after the charge was framed. He was, there- 
fore, in no way prejudiced by the Magistrate’s procedure. The Magistrate, there- 
fore, had jurisdiction, notwithstanding the word ‘ previous ’ ins. 29, because, in the 
circamstancos set forth, the proceedings in respect of the offence under clause (^ 
cannot be said to have been instituted when the Magistrate received the police 
report. Considering the terms of the District Magistrate’s order, it was held 
that proceedings in respect of the offence under clause if) were instituted 
again after the sanction was received, and tdie absence of a charge framed after 
sanction, in that case, is cured by s. 535, Or. P. C. 

KaYa 


Vide note (48) on page 61, post 


4 L. B. R. 247. 
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(35) The accused was going armed without a licence within the meaning of 
s. 19 (e) and was not covered by bis master’s exemption under ol. I. Rule 3, of the 
rules framed under s. 27. The words ‘for his own personal use’ in cl* I, Rule v* are 
clear and unambiguous and cannot be interpreted to mean the use of the gun by a 
servant or any one except the person exempted. Where the meaning of the words 
of the statute is clear and unambiguous, a court is not at liberty to speculate as 
to the intention and to decline to give effect to the strict sense because of some 
apparent or supposed hardship. 

Hatamatai Walad Mehrehan 4 8 . L. R, 314. 

(36) The accused was sent to an adjacent village by his master who was 
licensed to bear arms, to fetch a gun, which he (the master) had left; there. 
While so returning with the gun, the accused was arrested for going armed in 
contravention of the provisions of s. 13. He was convicted and sentenced under 
s. 19 ie ) ; Held^ acquitting the accused, that the mere temporary possession, 
without a licence, of arms for purposes other than their use was not an offence 
within the meaning of s. 19, 

Koya HaNsJI 

f'27) Where the weapon which was found to fit a dang the appellant was carry- 
ing was originally concealed but the appellant voluntarily took it from its place of 
concealment in order to threaten a railway servant who caught him for travelling 
without a ticket; held^ that it indicates an indifference as to whether the weapon 
was seen or not. The intention requisite for an offence under s. 20 was not 
established and conviction must be altered to s. 19. 

SuBJAN Singh I. R. 1923, Lah. 10. 


■ (28) If the servant carries the gun for the purpose of the master or 
in the presence of his master, that may not he an offence under the Act; 
but to get further will be going against the terms of the Act. Where the 
master was misled by the District Magistrate into thinking that he was entitled 
to allow his gun to be used by his servant and he and his servant honestly be- 
lieved that they were doing nothing wrong in allowing the servant to take the gun 
and to use it for the purpose of shooting game in the forest, held^ that the order 
of the confiscation of the gun was wrong though the servant might be rightly 
convicted of an offence under s. 19 (e). 

Vaibavan Servai a. I. R. 1924, Mad. 668, 47 Mad. 438. 

(29) A person who carries about a gun without any ammunition can be said 
to go armed. To define “armed” as meaning “one who is equipped with an arm 
capable of immediate use as an arm” seems contrary to the vernacular meaning 
of the word “armed” and is also not safe. The offence is punishable under s, 19 
(e) and the sanction of the District Magistrate is not required. 

Muhammad Punja A. I. R. 1925, Sind 177. 

(30) An accused charged under e. 462 I. P, 0. for house trespass with 
preparation to cause hurt cannot be convicted under s, 19 (e) of the Act 
without a specific charge under the latter and with no opportunity to the accused 
to meet the altered charge. Conviction set aside. 

Uga Shwe Tojsr A. I. R. 1927, Rang. 32, L. B. R. 1893-1900, 284, 

(31) A licensee was granted a licence for a gun on certain conditions one of 
which was “ licensee shall not go armed otherwise than in good faith for the 
purpose of sport, protection and display and save where he is specially authorized 
in this behalf by the District Magistrate, he shall not take any such arm to a fair, 
religious procession or other public assemblage.” The licensee was convicted under 
s. 19, "in respect of his having gone armed with his gun in a marriage procession ; 
JFIeld^ that a marriage procession neither comes necessarily under the category of a 
religious procession nor of a public assemblage within the condition and therefore 
no special permission of the District Magistrate was required for the carrying of 
arms in such a marriage procession. 

Seth Balkishan A, L R. 1928, Nag. 219, 

(32) Where an accused having pleaded guilty was convicted under s. 29 (e) by 
the first class Magistrate and the Sessions Court acquitted him, it, was held that, as 
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under s. 412 Or. P» 0., no appeal lay from the conviction, the order of acquittal 
made by the Court of Sessions was made without jurisdiction and must be set aside. 

Nga Lu Gale A. 1. R. 1928, Rato. 49, 


(33) The offence under s. 19 (e) is distinct from offene under s. 324 1. P. 0., 
and therefore a trial for an offence under s. 324 I. P. 0., would not be a bar to the 
proceedings under s. 19 (e) of the Act. 

Manjubhai Gobdhandas a. I. R. 1929, Bom. 283. 

(34) Clause (J ).— Ro proceedings under s. 19 (/) can be instituted without the 
previous sanction of the District Magistrate, or, in a Presidency town, of the 
Commissioner of Police required under s. 29 of the Act. Also persons punishable 
under this section are not to be arrested without the previous sanction of the 
District Magistrate, 

Bomaya Ohety 5 Mad, 26. 

Nga. Poka L. B. E. 1892-1896. 536. 

Pa T\«E Wa TJ. B. R. 1892-1696. VoL. I, 2. 


GOPAL KRiSHfrA lYEE 


9 Mad. L. T. 475. 


AHMED Husain 


27 Cal. 692, 4 0. W. N. 750. 


Angad 


A. I. R. 1929, ALL 69. 


(35) The mere possession of arms, other than those mentioned in s- 14 is not 
a punishable offence. 


Nga Poka L. B. R. 1872-1892, 536. 

(36) The trial of an offender under s. 19 (f), wUhout the district Magistrate’s 
sanction under section 29 is not merely an error of procedure but is a defect which 
bars the jurisdiction of the Court. No failure of justice is necessary to set aside a 
conviction under the section made in proceedings without such sanction. The 
District Magistrate in such a case may, however, order a fresh sanction if he wishes 
to do so. Where the offence has been committed by the accused, who was in posses- 
sion of arms, the fact that the legal procedure (s. 25) was not followed in making the 
search would not, by itself, be sufficient ground to acquit the accused. 

Pa Twe Wa U. B. R. 1882-1896 YoL. L, 2. 

(37) Having regard to the Punjab Govt. Notifn. No. 826 dated the 25th Feb. 
1875, making the provisions of s. 32 of the Arms Act (XXXI of 1860) operative, 
in the greater part of the Punjab, including the Karnal District, the previous 
sanction of the District Magistrate, was not a condition precedent to a prosecution 
for an offence under s. 19 (/) of the Act, 1913. 

SUNDAR SINGH 24 P. R. 1913 Or. 


(38) For the purpose of supporting a conviction under s. 19 (/) and s. 20, the 
articles discovered must be clearly proved to have been in the possession of the 
accused. Admissions made to police are generally inadmissible as evidence under s. 
25, Evidence Act. 


Nga tha ku 10 Bxjr. L, T. 121. 

(39) In the Bijnor and certain other parts of the United Provinces in the north 
of the rivers Jumna and Ganges the sanction of the District Magistrate for a prose- 
cution under s, 19 (/) of the Arms Act is not necessary, as rule 92 of the U. P. Rules 
shows that all parts of the U. P. north of the river Son have been disarmed. 


AMIB Ahmad A. I. R. 1926 All. 143 

(40) Where the accused is clearly in possession of arms and ammunition with- 
out a licence, no sanction is necessary for starting prosecution under section 19 (/). 

ABDTJL GHAEDE A. I. R. 1929 a"lL. 68. 

(41) According to s. 29, sanction of the District Magistrate was necessary to 
prosecute a person under s. 19 (/) for possessing arms without a licence in the 
district of Aligarh, only for three months after 15th March 1878 and not subsequently. 
[A. I, R. 1926. All. 143 and A. I, R, 1929 ALL. 68, (notes (40) and (41) above) distd.] 

ANGad a. L R. 1929 ALL. 69. 

absence of a proclamation or order under s. 3, clause 2, of Act 
XXXI of 1860 for a general disarmament or search for arms, the sanction under s. 
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29 of the Act is necessary for a prosecution under s. 19 (/) for possession of a 
gun without licence. 

Peettmal Chetti 1 Weie 660. 

(43) A collection of firearms, consisting of four small cannon, four pistols and 
thirty-one musket, had been kept as oblects of worship in a Sikh temple in Patna for 
upwards of two centuries. The Mahant of the temple neglected to take out a licence 
in respect of these arms. A police inspector, who was appointed to see that the 
provisions of the Arms Act were obeyed, searched the temple on information received 
and, having found the arms, prosecuted the persons who had charge of the temple. 
The latter was convicted by the Deputy Magistrate of Patna under s. 19 if) and 
sentenced to pay a fine of Ks. 50 or to be rigorously imprisoned for two months. The 
Deputy Magistrate also ordered the arms to be confiscated, and directed that their 
value and the fine should be divided between the informer, and the police inspector ; 
Held, with reference to Act X of 1872, s. 579, and the heading to Schedule lY of the 
same Act, and to s, 19 (/) of fAot XI of 1878, that the proceedings of the police inspec- 
tor and the conviction of the accused were not illegal. There is nothing in the Arms 
Act to exempt the custodians of a temple from complying with the requirements of 
the Arms Act either by taking out a licence or obtaining exemption under s. 27, S. 25 
of the Arms Act appears to refer to cases in which the Magistrate considers that arms 
whether under a licence or not, are possessed for an illegal purpose, or under circum- 
stances such as to endanger the public peace. S. 30 of the Arms Act appears to con- 
template the presence of some specially empowered officer, besides the officer con- 
ducting the search . So much of the Deputy Magistrate’s order as refers to the divi- 
sion of the value of fire-arms and the fine imposed between the informer and the 
inspector was also set aside. 

Tegha Singh 8 Cal, 473 

(44) AHMED HusaiN'~27 Oal. 692, note (4) under sec. 20, page 66, post. 

(45) Under rule llA of the notification of the Government of India dated the 
6th March 1879, spears of all kinds are, so far as regards the Presidency of Madras, 
excluded from the operation of the Arms Act. 

Bapi Naikbn ^ 1 Weir 660. 

(46) When a Magistrate issues a search warrant under s. 25 it is necessary 
that he should record the grounds of his belief that the person against whom the 
warrant is issued has in his possession arms, ammunition or military stores for an 
unlawful purpose. Where proceedings under the Act in respect of the unlawful 
possession of arms are taken against a member of a joint Hindu family not being the 
head of such joint family, and arms are found in a common room of the joint family 
house, it is incumbent upon the prosecution to give good evidence that such arms 
are in the exclusive possession and control of the particular member of the joint 
family who is sought to be charged with their possession. 

Sangam Lal 15 All. 129. 

(47) A license granted to a person to carry arms and including a retainer 
authorises any retainer to carry the arms specified with the permission of his master, 
and does not restrict him merely to carry them while in the actual presence of his 
master. 

XiSHUNWA 20 Cal. 444. 

ff 

(48) By a notification under s. 27 issued by the Government of India, certain 
persons, amongst them certain Rajas and members of the Legislative Council of the 
Lieutenant Governor of the North-Western Provinces, were exempted from the 
operation of ss. 13 and 16, but with this proviso that ‘‘except where otherwise ex- 
pressly stated, the arms or ammunition carried or possessed by such persons shall be 
for their personal use, etc Held that the terms of this proviso would allow of a 
person exempted under the notification, above alluded to, sending a servant armed 
with a gun into a neighbouring district to shoot birds for him, and that a gun so 
carried and used by the servant of the exempted person was in the “personal use’* of 
the exempted person within the meaning of the notification. 

GanGaDIN 22 ALL. 118, A. W, N. 1899, 213. 

(49) In a prosecution under s. 19 the accused was charged with being in 
possession of a dagger which was found in a cloth or quilt inside a basket in one of 
the rooms of his house. It appeared that the room and house were jointly occupied 
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by the accused and his son, and the prosecution failed to prove that the dagger was 
in the exclusive possession and control of the accused, or that he was its owner ; 
Held, that the accused was under the circumstances not guilty of an offence under 
the Arms Act. 

Shbr Zaman 5^ It. 1905 Or. 

(50) When a person who apparently had a licence to go armed had come to a 
village wherein his cousin’s servant was to shoot, feeling thirsty, went to get a 
drink, leaving the gun with the servant, (a person not holding a licence under the 
Arms Act) ; held^ that such a temporary custody of the gun by the servant did not 
amount to “possession” or “control” contemplated by s. 19 (/). 

Khttbda Gond, 4 N". L. R. 140 Or. 

(51) A person, named Prabhat Chandra Chaudhuri, seized a gun which was in 
the hands of a servant of an exempted person and fired at a mad dog which had 
entered the compound of his house. It missed the animal but a shot from the gun 
wounded a man named Maiida Rajbansi. For this Prabhat Chandra Chaudhuri was 
convicted under s. 304- A., I. P. 0., and sentenced to pay a fine of Rs 300 and to 
detention in court for one day. The Session Judge on appeal reduced the fine to Rs. 
100. The accused was again prosecuted under s, 19 (/) of Act XI of 1878 ; Held that 
the accused was not liable under the section referred to. The provisions of this 
section do not make the mere posses.sion of a gun punishable ; they make possession 
contrary to the provisions of s. 14 of the Act punishable. The temporary possession 
which the accused had of the gun when he snatched it up and fired it was not the 
possession contemplated by s. 14 of the Arms Act. 

Prabhat Chandra Chaudhuri 35 CAfi. 210, 12 0. w. X- 272. 

(52) A servant was found using a gun which was lent to him by his mas^ier who 
held a licence for the gun for his own purpose; Held that the act of the accused was 
an infringement of the possession of s 19 (/) of the Act. 

M ADHO L AL 13 0. W. N. 124 


(53) Where a certain firearm has been found from the possession of the accused 
who had concealed it under a beep of straw, in ordef that visitors in the bouse should 
not see them, held that the concealment was not with the intention specified in s. 20 
and the accused could, therefore be convicted only under s. 19 (/). 

AZU Walad BaNGAR 1 S. L. R. 18, OR. 

(54) Ftds— A khil Nath Datta,— 15 C. W. K. 440— note [4) under s. 14, page 50. 

(55) The first part of s. 20 does not apply to cases of concealments or of 
attempts at concealments made by a man who has arms on his person or in a bag 
which he is carrying or which is otherwise in his immediate personal possession, only 
on being arrested. It is meant to deal with cases of concealment, before arrest. 
Where a man, finding himself arrested for being in possession of a revolver, attempts 
to throw it away, the act of such person would only come under s. 19 (/). 

Gopal Krishna Iyer 9 M. L, T. 475. 

(56) The accused kept a gun as a servant of 0, who was licensed to bear it. 
After C’s death the accused continued in the employ of C’s undivided brother V, who 
succeeded C in the management of the property. The accused was convicted under 
8. 19 {/) for having been" in possession of an unlicensed gun. On appeal, it was con- 
tended that the liability, if any, was that of V, who had neglected to renew the 
licence ; Held, that the accused was rightly convicted, for he was the only person 
who had the possession and the control of the weapon. 

J afu B ABU 14 Bom. L. R . 501. 


(57) The petitioner was carrying a gun on behalf of his master with fhe licence 
to the Magistrate for the purpose of a renewal of the licence. It was admitted that 
the object of tie petitioner was merely to carry the gun to the Magistrate, The 
petitioner was convicted under s. 19 (/) for possessing a gun in contravention of the 
provisions of the Act ; Held^ that the conviction of the petitioner cannot be upheld. 


Gharu Chandra Ghosh 

OOPAL 

Mia.UA 


41 Cal. 11, 17 C. W. N. 978. 

18 Os. L. J. 297 
20 „ 432 
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(58) Each case of concealment of arms must be decided on its ovrn facts, e, 
whether it falls under section 19 or section 20 of the Arms Act, and that oircumstau- 
oes connected with the present case showed that the concealment was made so that 

• the possession of the weapon should not be known to the police and the offence 
therefore fell under section 20. 

Khicsi Singh 8 P. R. 1915 Or. 

(59) A person carrying revolver in his pocket without a licence is guilty under 
s. 19 (/) and not under s. 20. When a revolver was found in the possession of one of 
the two men sitting together and it was proved that one time the revolver was 
possessed by one or the other of the two, both are guilty of possessing arms without 
a license. 


Udham Singh 27 P. W. R. 1915 Ob,, 15 Or. L. J. 637. 

(60) If on the trial of the case under the Arms Act the evidence recorded 
indicates an offence under s, 20, the Magistrate ought to commit the case to the 
Session Court 


Nishi Kant Lahiri 20 0. W. N. 732. 

(61) A discovery of arms in consequence of the information supplied by the 
accused that he had buried a revolver in his field, fulfils the requirements of sec- 
tions 19 (/) and 20. 


ISHAR Singh 72 P. L. B. 1916. 

(62) A pardanashin lady and her minor son, a young man of 17 years of age. lived 
together in the family house. In their house there was a small collection of arms 
of various kinds which had belonged to the father who as an honorary magistrate, 
was exempt from the operation of the Arms Act. There was evidence that the arms 
were kept clean and that the son at all events took a certain amounnt of interest 
in them. Held, that a finding that the son was in possession of these arms, and not 
having a licence for them, was liable to conviction for an offence of under's. 19 (f), 
was not open to objection, * 


Ghulam Husain 40 all. 420 

(63) Where a head constable made a false report that a dacoity had been com- 
mitted and that he had arrested some dacoits and after a delay of three days, as he 
said, recovered the arms from the petitioner not in the presence of witnesses who 
signed the list but who distinctly recorded that the arms were produced before *them 
by the constable ; Held that the petitioner was not guilty. 

A. I. R. 1923 Lah. 466. 

(G4) A chhavi was found in a house in the joint possession of both the accused. 
It couid not be said with any degree of certainty that one of them was in exclusive 
possession thereof and the accused must therefore be given the benefit of doubt 


^ A. I. R. 1923. Lah. 513. 

(65) The accused was in secret possession of local made guns and cartridges. 
Sanction was obtained for prosecution under s. 20, but he was convicted both under 
s. 19 (/) and s. 20; Held that the conviction under s. 20 was legal but that under 
s, 19 (/) was bad for want of sanction. 


Nga Tha Hla a. I. B. 1924 Rang. 85 

(66) A Sikh possessing or wearing one sword commits no offence under s. 19 
by virtue of the exemption under Schedule II. 

Hari Singh a. I. R. 1924. Lah. 600; 3 Lah. 308 

(67) The accused’s father held a licence for a gun. The licence did not mention 
that he was entitled to hand over his gun to a retainer. The accused took out the 
gun of his father for the purpose of shooting birds and was found out by an officer of 
the poliog and tahsiidar ; Held, that though the spirit of the law was not contravened 
yet, the latter was certainly contravened. The sentence was reduced to a fine 
of Rs. 23/“, 


Muhammad Hassan A. I. B. 1924 All. 175, 47 x4.ll. 267. 

(68) When communal riots were taking place in different quarters of the town 
the accused, brother of a licence holder, took out his brother’s gun and fired shots 
in the air so that people mischievously inclined might know that it was not safe for 
them to do any mischief to the people living in the house ; Held, that the Dossps^sinn 
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of the gun was on behalf of the brother and the accused was not guilty under 
s. 19 if). 

Babu Bam a. I. R. 19^5. ALL. 396, 47 All. 606 

(69) Something more than a mere ordinary concealment should be established 
in order to bring the possession within the meaning of s. 20. Where the gun was 
upon a charpoy upon which the accused was sitting and was covered with a dotahi 
and the accused had been convicted under s. 20 the conviction was altered into one 
under s. 19 if). [ 27 Cal. S^% folld.-^Vide note (4) under g. 20, page 66. ] 

Channan Singh A. 1. R. 1925, Lah. 395, 6 Lah. 151 

(70) Each case of concealment of arms must be decided on its own facts as to 
whether it falls under s. 19 or s. 20 of the Arms Act ; 1 S. L. R. 18 Or. (P. B.) and 8 
P. R. Or. 1915. For a conviction to fall under s. 20 there must be some special indica- 
tion of an intention that the possession of the arms was being concealed from a 
public servant or from a railway official. [Vide notes (53) and (58) above.] 

Ohet Singh A. L R 1926 Lah. 262 

(71) Proceedings are ‘instituted* against a person in respect of an offence 
under s. 19 (/) of the Arms Act only when he is placed before the Court. The fact 
that the sanction of the Commissioner of Police for a prosecution under s. 19 if) 
was not obtained before entering the case in the case book and making out a charge 
hut only before placing the accused before the Court does not, therefore, vitiate a 
trial, 

ISMAIL Khan A. I. R. 1927 Cal. 721 

(72) Want of compliance with the provisions of s. 25 will not render conviction 
under sections 19 and 20 illegal. 

Shiam Lal a. I. R. 1927 All. 5l6 

(73) If a person carries on his person a small weapon such as pistol, a dagger, 
or a blade of a ohhavi, he naturally puts it in his pocket or dab, and if with that 
weapon in his pocket or dab he is in his house or in his village or in a bazar or in a 
court compound, it cannot be inferred that he was so carrying the weapon with the 
intention specided in section 20. 

Ghulam Mohammed A. I. R. 1927 Lah. 561 

(74) Where two or more persons conspire to possess firearms without a licence 
they are guilty of an offence under S. 120 B, I. P. C., read with S. 19 (/) of the 
Arms Act. 

Birmal Chandra Db A. I. R. 1927 Cal. 265, 31 C. W. N. 239 

(75) Where an article, the possession of which is forbidden by the Indian Arms 
Act, has been discovered by reason of information given by an accused person, his 
conviction based upon that evidence is valid. 

Kaurang Singh A. I. R. 1927, Lah. 900 (1) 

(76) Where the cartridges of a rifle were found in the house of a person who 
was charged with theft, and he stated that the cartridges were not within his know- 
ledge but might have been placed in the house by his brother wbo had formerly been 
employed in the military, held, that he cannot be convicted of an offence under 
sec. 19 if) of the Arms Act. 

Maniger a. I. R. 1927, Cal. 571 

(77) Where the portion of a house in which an article is found is not in the 
exclusive possession of any one member of the joint family, but is used by or acces- 
sible to, ail the members of the family there is no presumption that the article is in 
the possession or control of any person other than the house-master or the head of 
the family. But it is open to the prosecution to prove that the possession^was with 
some other member of the family, and that member would then be liable to account 
for it. (15 AIL 129, Sangamlal/oiW.) 

DuLA Singh and another A. I. R. 1928, Lah. 272. 

(78) Where the form of a licence contained a description of a gun as a full 
banelled gun, it cannot be held as a licence to hold a half barrelled gun 

Mtjrli SITOH a. 1. B. 1928, Lam. 759 (1), 
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(79) As in the case of a suit, a proceeding is instituted when for the first time 
the adjudication of a Court of competent jurisdiction is sought. Therefore the ex- 
pression “proceedings’’ in s. 29 mean legal proceedings in Court and not searches or 
arrests or investigations made by the police in exercise of the powers conferred upon 
them by the Criminal P. 0„ or any other law. Vide Katroo, — A, I, R. 1925 All, 434, 
note (12) under s. 25, page 72. 

Ghulam Nabi and others a. I. R, 1923, Pat. 146, 

(80) Before the Police entered the house which was to be searched, certain 
persons inside were seen throwing down something from their person, and on a search 
being made certain cartridges were discovered under the chowki on which the 
accused were sitting conversing with others. The cartridges were not proved to be 
in their possession, nor was it proved that they knew that they were there ; Held^ 
that the charge against them rested on suspicion and their guilt not being ^proved 
they cannot be convicted under section 19 (Q, 

Bazlar Rahman and others A. L R. 1929, Oal. 302. 

(81) In the case of a house occupied by a joint family there is an initial pre- 
sumption that an article found therein is in the possession of the head of the family : 
thus where a house was occupied by a person, his father who was 80 years old, and 
the person’s wife, and a chhavi blade was found in wife’s possession the mere fact that 
the father is 80 years old is not sufficient to establish that the person was in posses- 
sion of the chhavu 

Earam Singh A. I. R. 1929, Lah. 872 (1). 

(82) Offences under this section are bailable and triable by a Court of Sessions* 

Presidency Magistrate or a Magistrate of the first class (Schedule II. Cr. P. G.) being 
punishable with imprisonment for more than six months specified in s. 220 (260) Cr. 
P. 0., could not be tried summarily, 1 WfilR 854. 

(83) Sentence of solitary confinement cannot be awarded under the Arms Act. 

Nazir Singh LaH. 1924, 667 

(84) Under section 19 a Magistrate having found the accused guilty, was bound 
to pass some sentence though it was open to him to pass a nominal sentence. S, 24 
shows that the order of confiscation is an addition to the sentence that may be passed. 

Gangamma 1 Weir 664, 

(85) The Arms Act is highly penal and must be strictly construed. 

Sangam Lal 15 All. 129. 

(86) In a case of technical offence, a nominal sentence is always quite sufficient 
to meet the ends of justice. 

Sant Singh 16 P. R. 1910 Cr; 23 P. W. R. 19X0 OB. 

Ebrahxm Alibhoy 7 B. L. R. 474. 

(87) A penal enactment like the Arms Act must be construed in favour of the 
individual persou where any doubt exists. 

Seth Balkishan A. 1. R. 1928, Nag, ’219. 

(88) Where the accused was bound under section 110 Or. P. 0., and was made 
to execute a bond in the sum of Rs. 500/-, with two sureties on the ground that he 
was a habitual thief and dacoit, and where before the expiry of the bond, he was 
convicted for being in possession of a chhavi under s. 19 (/) and sentenced to three 
years imprisonment, where it was proved that while he was found in possession of the 
chhavi he was on a wandering expedition and where after his conviction, the Courts 
below forfeited the full amount of the security furnished by the sureties, held^ 
that the order of confiscation of security was fully justified, 

Buta Singh and Roda Singh 3 P. R. 1917 Or. 

20. Whoever does any act mentioned in clause (a), (c), (d), or 
F ^ K 1 . (/) of section 19, in such manner as to indicate 

of**secUons, S^^erio* intention that such act may not be known to 
14 and 15.’ * * * ^.ny public servant as defined in the Indian Penal 

Code, or to any person employed upon a railway 
or to the. servant of any public carrier, 

9 
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and wiipever, on any search being made under section 25, 
For concealing conceals or attempts to conceal any arms, 
anw, etc. ammunition or military stores, 

shLall be punished with imprisonment for a term which may extend 
to seven years, or with fine, or with both. 

NOTES. 

(1) Under Soh. IL* Cr. P. 0. 1898, offences under this section are not bailable 
and triable only by a Court of Sessions. They can, of course, be tried by officers 
S|>eclally empowered”. under S. 30 of the Code. [Bur A. M.. 1926] 

(2) For definition of “Public servant*' see s. 21, 1, P. 0. 

(3) An offence under s. 20 is not triable by a first class magistrate. 

SHlTNSHrNKlSA 2 L. B. R. 244, 

(4) The license of the accused lor the possession of fire-arms and ammunition 
was cancelled in August 1897. He was suspected of being in possession of arms 
after the cancellation of his licence. The Assistant Magistrate of Purneah, with a 
asumber of police, went to the house of the accused to search for arms* They surround- 
ed it, arrested the accused and then searched his house. The police had no search 
warrants, nor was there anything to show upon what charge the accused was arrested. 
Twp gun-stocks, some ammunition and implements for re-loading were discovered in 
the house. There was nothing to show that the sanction required by s. 29 of the 
Arms Act was given before proceedings were instituted against the accused. Accused 
was convicted and sentenced under ss. 19 and 20 of the Arms Act. Held that the 
conviction under s. 20 was not sustainable but that the accused must be taken to have 
had arms and ammunition as defined by the Arms Act, within the meaning of s. 19 
{/) and the conviction under that section must be confirmed. Held^ further, that 
with respect to the question of whether or not any previous sanction had been given 
under s.29, the Court was not unmindful of the suggestion that the charge in this 
oaae was, in the first instance, in respect of an alleged offence under s. 20 and not of 
one under s, 19 ; but that ss, 19 and 20 were so interwoven that it was difficult to see 
how an offence could be committed under the first paragraph of s. 20 unless an 
offence under one of the enumerated sub' sections in 8. 19 had also been committed. 
It was not suggested that the charge here was an offence under the second paragraph 
of & 20 

Ahmed HtJSiiN 27 0 al. 692. 

(5) Proceedings may be instituted against any person under s. 20 for the 
secret possession of arms in contravention of the provisions of sec. 14 or sec. 15 with- 
out previous sanction under aec 29* If however in such a case the Magistrate finds 
that the intention to conceal the possession is not made out he should discharge the 
accused under sec. 20. Proceedings under sec. 19 (f) may then be instituted if and 
when the necessary sanction thereto is given, under sec. 29. The absence of sanction 
is a defect which cannot be cured by sec. 537. Cr. P. C. [Vide note (24) under sec. 19 
on page 58 ) 

Nga Po Chin 8 L. B. E. 452, 9 Bub. L.T.287 

(6) The mere dexiiel on the pert of e person, whose house is being seerohed by 
tbfi police for unlicensed arms, that he has any such arms in his possession does not 
constitute a concealment or attempt to conceal arms on search being made by the 
police within the meaning of the second paragraph of s. 20. Held also, that where 
unlicensed arms are found concealed upon premises which though legally the joint 
property of a joint Hindu family, are in fact, at the time of the finding in the exclu- 
sive possession and control of one member of the family can properly be held to be 
in possession of such arms. 

EamSabup. 28 all. 302. 

(7) Vide Gopal Krishna Itee, Mad. L. T. 475, note (53) under see. 19 (/) 
page €0. 

(8) S. 20 of the Act though widely worded is in practice only applied to cases 
wnm the import of arms is attempted and not to ordinary cases of concealment of 
arxesL 


IBBABIU 


9 P. B, 1912 C 
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(9) Vide Khem Sinoh,— 8 P. R. 1915, Cr., note (58) under $ 19 (/). page 63* • 

(10) Sec. 20 is applicable only to those case where the import or estport of an 
.arm in attempted. 

Gahna. * 13 P. L. R. 1914. 

(11) Vide Udham SlNGH—lS Or, L. J. 637, note* (59) under sec. 19 (/), 
page 63, ante^ 

(12) Vide AZTJ Walad Bangar— 1 8 . L. R. 18 OR., note (53) under sec. 19 (/), 
page 62 ante. 

(13) The only additional element necessary to constitute an offence underr sec. 
20 is that the possession should be in such a manner as to indicate an intention that 
such act may not be known to any public servant. 

Harsha Nath Chatterji 42 Oal. 1153, 19 0. W, N. 706. 

(14) Sentence of three years* rigorous imprisonment without special grounds 

.is very heavy and ought to be reduced. , 

Balamboil Butt ash abi Ahmad ^ • 17' Or. R. 80. 

(15) Vide ISHAR SINGH,— 72 P. L. R. 1916, note (61) under sec. 19 (/), 
page 63, ante. 

(16) Vide NGa Po Ohin— 8 B. L. R. 452, note (9) under sec. 14, page 51, 

(17) The eight appellants were on a joint trial convicted by the Session Judge 
of dacoity under ss. 395, 397, 1. P. G., and one of them was not only charged with 
being concerned in the dacoity but also with being in possession of arms and arnmu* 
nition under s. 20 of the Arms Act, at a time subsequent to the dacoity. The learned 
.judge acquitted him of the latter charge as he held he c(*uld not be legally convicted 
of that offence and of that of dacoity at the same trial. Held, that the trial was 
illegal and the defect in it could not be cured by the court acquitting the appellant 
concerned of the charge under the Arms Act. 

Jai Singh 44 P. R. 1917 Ob. 156. 

(18) Where an approver makes a statement disclosing his illegal possession of 
firearms and is released on pardon it is illegal to try him under s* 20. 

Shiam Sundab 19 All. L* J. 717. 

(19) Vide Mangal Singh,— A. I. R. 1923, Lah. 138, 2 Lah. 133, note (43) 
under sec. 4, page 41, ante. 

(20) Each case of concealment of arms must be decided 43n its own facts and 
it must be shown that the concealment was made so that the possessioor might not 
be known to the police. 

Sher Ali a. I R. 1923, Lah. 79, 52 P. R, 1905 Or. 

(21) Merely because the weapon concealed is chhavi, maximum sentence 
ought not to be inflicted. 

®’^KIBA 3 L. L. J. 145. 

(22 1 Where the arms were discovered on the information given by the accused, 
the concealment of tbe chhavi and other arms recovered from the possession of the 
accused is clearly within the intention of this section. 

ALI Ahmad A. I. R. 1923, Lah. 434 

^23) Vide SURJAN SiNGH,— A. I. R. 1923, Lah. 10, note (27)' under sec. 19. 
page 59. ' 

(24) Vide ChhotB,— A. I. R. 1923, All. 33, note (7) under- s. 19, page 57. - 

^ (25) Sec. 20 lays down distinct offences and the Court should therefore 
distinctfy state whether the fi[rst or the second part of the section is meant. Vide 
note (65) under s. 19 (/) on page 63, ante. 

Nga Tha Hla. a. I. B. I9J4 Bang. 85. 

(26) Vide Ohannan Singh,— A. I. B. 1925, Lah. 395. note (69) under sec, 19 

page 64. * 

(27) The^ power of search in respect of au offence punishable under s. 19 (/) 
must be exercised in the presence of some officer specially appointed by name or 
in virtue of ms offence by the Local Government in this behalf, A search conducted 
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by a Police officer In charge of a reporting station, specially empowered as above 
without obtaining a warrant from a Magistrate, is not illegal. 

Baburam a. I. R. 1925, All. 396, 47 All. 606. 

(28) -Keeping ammunition^ and part of arms hidden under clothes, falls under 
8. 20 and not under s. 19» 

Mt, Babo a. r. B. 1926, Lah. 61. 

' ' (29) Each case of concealment of arms must be decided on its own facts 
whether it falls under s. 19 or s. 20. (F»de note (70) under sec. 19, page 64.) 

Chet Singh A. I. R, 1926 Lah. 262. 

(30) Each case of concealment of arms must be decided on its own facts as to 

whether it falls under s. 19 or s. 20, but for s. 20 to apply there must be some special 
indication of an intention to conceal the possession of arms from public servant, 
.railway official or public carrier. 

Karim Btjkhsh A. L R. 1928, Lah. 193. 

(31) ■ Vide Ghulam Mohammad,— A. I. R. 1927, Lah. 661, note (74) under 
sec. 19, page 64. 

(32) In every case it is a question of fact whether the person found in 

possession of a concealed weapon is carrying the weapon in such a way as to 
indicate an intention to hide the article from the classes of persons referred to in 

S. 20. Bat the fact that a person is concealing a weapon while he is on a rail- 

way platform must indicate an intention to conceal that weapon from inter alia 
railway officials who are about that platform. The fact that there was a suspicion 
in the mind of the police that the accused was about to take part in a criminal 
undertaking is not a circumstance which a Court can take into consideration in 
arriving at an appropriate punishment for the actual offence which^has been proved 
under section 20. 

ABDOX* Wahid A. L R., 1928 Lah. 110. 

(33) The fact that the accused secreted the spear-head next to his skin does 
not ihdioate any intention that the possession by. the accused of the spear-head 
might not be known to any public servant. The fact that the accused ran away 
when chailenged by the constable indicates an intention of the character mentioned 
in s., 20. But where the accused had a companion who also ran away but upon 
whose person nothing incriminating could be found, as no such intention can be 
credited to the companion on the ground he also ran away, it cannot be attributed 
to the accused as well. 

Harnam Singh a. I. R. 1929 Lah. 576. 


21. Whoever, in violation of a condition subject to which a 
licence has been granted, does or omits to do 
Far breach of licence, any act shall, when the doing or omitting to 
do such act is not punishable under section 
. 19 or section 20, be punished with inaprisonment for a term which 
may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to five 
hundred rupees, or with both. 

NOTES. 

(1) Under Sch. II, Or. P. C, 1898, offences under this section and under sec. 
22 or 23 are bailable and triable by any Magistrate [Bur. A. M. Edn. 1926, p. 22], 

(2) The accused, who was a cousin of the licensee, borrowed the gun apd carried 
it in a marriage procession where he fired some shots and wounded some people 
accidentally. The licensee was forbidden under the terms of his license from taking 
the gun to a public assemblage. Held, that the accused was guilty of an offence 
under s. 19. Where a marriage procession, emerged from private premises and 
goes down the public street, then it is open to the public to join, the procession, 
becomes a public assemblage. 

. e;ai,7^ chahs gofal CsAiip 


A. I. B. 1923, Bom. 35, 24 BOM. L. B. 487. 
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22 Whoever 

For knowingly p«r- 
cbanng arms* etc , 
from unlicensed per* 
font, 

For delivering arms, 
etc.9 to persons not 
autborised to possess 
them. 


knowingly purchases any arms, ammunition or 
military stores from any person not licensed 
or authorised under the proviso to section 
5, to sell the same ; or 

delivers any arms, ammunition or military 
stores into the possession of any person 
without previously ascertaining that such 
person is legally authorised to possess the 
same; 


shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which may 
extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to five hundred 
rupees, or with both. 


NOTES. 

(1) Dealers in arms will be responsible if they merely rely on suck inquiries 
to satisfy themselves of the legal authority of any intending purchasers. They 
are similarly not properly discharging their obligation if they send by post arms to 
any porson who professes himself entitled to posBess them. They must meke due 
inquiries in all cases of sales, and must in all cases where they have not already 
sufficient proof that the purchaser is legally entitled to purchase, obtain sufficient 
proof by further inquiry. (H. D. no. 2964, dated the 11th August 1909.) 

(2) Under this section licensed dealers in arms and ammunition are 
bound to ascertain that the persons to whom they sell arms, ammunition or 
military stores are legally authorised to possess the same. Any tendency on the part 
of dealers to evade this obligation should be checked by the police by their constant 
strict supervision over the trade in arms and ammunition. The police should also 
exercise constant vigilant supervision over the registers maintaiued by licensed 
dealers in order to ensure that arms and ammunition are not sold to persons other 
than those legally authorised to possess the same. If on inspection, they find that 
arms and ammunition are supplied to persons whose exemption seems to be doubtful 
they should take steps to ascertain whether such persons are really exempt from 
the provisions of the Arms Act, and, if not, to report the matter to the District 
Magistrate. In doubtful cases of sales to persons said to possess licences under the 
Arms Act, a reference to registers maintained in police station will show whether 
the purchasers are bona-fide or not. (Madras L. E. and O,) 

(3) The manager of a licensed vendor of arms, ammunition and military stores 
sold certain military stores without previously ascertaining whether the buyer was 
legally authorised to possess the same. Held that the licensee was liable to punish.^ 
ment under this section, though the goods were not sold with his knowledge and 
consent. The principle — ^'whatever a servant does in the course of his employment 
with which he is entrusted and as a part of it, is his master's act" is applicable to 
the present case. 

Tyab Ali 24 Bom. 423 

(4) From s. 22 of the Act it is clear that the transfer of possession contemplated 
is something more than the entrusting of an arm to a servant. Moreover, in ss. 14 
and 19, the Act deals with possession and control as distinct matters. A servant 
using a gun belonging to his master would no doubt have the weapon under his con* 
trol, so long as the use continued, but the weapon, would remain in the master's 
possession. Throughout the Arms Act the word "possession" must be taken to mean 
something different from mere "control." 


Mukunda 4 N. L, R. 78 

(5)» A and his servant N while out on a shooting excursion, came across a deer 
recently killed by a tiger. A fixed his rifle over the killed deer so as to form a trap 
for the tiger and went home leaving the trap in charge of N. A was charged under 
section 22 of the Arms Act, with having delivered the rifle into the possession of an 
unauthorised person. Held, that the delivery into possession contemplated by sec- 
tion 22 of the Arms Act is such a delivery as to give the person into whose possession 
.the arm is delivered control over the arm and authority to use it as an arm and that 
therefore A cannot be convicted for an offence under section 22. 

5 L. B. R.183 
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(6> Where a gunmaker acting under the directions of the licence holder made 
over his gun to a person merely to carry it to its owner and not with any authority 
to use it as an arm held^ that the gunmaker did not commit an offence under s. 22, 
A licence-holder of a gun can permit another person who is not so licensed to carry 
his gun. 

MaNZUB HITSAIN a. I. R. 1928. ALL. 55, 

(7) Vide ABOTL WahID,— A. I. R. 1928, Lah, 110, note (32) under sec. 30, 
page 68. 

(8) Vide Kabim Baksh,—A. L R. 1928. Lah, 193, note (30) under sec. 20, 
' page 68. 

(9) Vide ISriBMAL CHANDRA De,— A, L R. 1927. Cal. 265, 31 0. W. R, 239, note 
(74), under sec. 19, page 64. 


^3. Any person violating any rule made ufider this Act, and for 
Penally for bteach the violation of which no penalty is provided by 
of rule. this Act, shall be punished with imprisonment 

for a term which may extend to one month, or 
with fine which may extend to two hundred rupees, or with both. 

24. When any person is convicted of an offence punishable 
Power to confis- this Act, Committed by him in respect of 

cate. arms, ammunition or military stores, it shall 

be in the discretion of the convicting Court or 
Magistrate further to direct that the whole or any portion of such 
arms, ammunition or military stores, and any vessel, cart or baggage- 
animal used to convey the same, and any box, package or bale in 
which the same may have been concealed, together with the other 
contents of such box, package or bale shall be confiscated* 

notSsT 

(1) Confiscated arms, ammunition and military stores may be sold to licenced 
dealers or to other persons entitled to possess them, and such rifled barrels as are to 
be destroyed must be sent to the nearest Ordnance officer to be broken up, and may 
no longer be destroyed locally. (H, D, no 1404 dated the 11th June 1907 and no, 1628 
dated the 9th Oct. 1907). 

(2) For delay in getting a licence renewed a Magistrate imposed a fine and 
ordered confiscation of the gun. Held, the fine was a sufficient punishment and set 
aside the order of confiscation and directed the retention of the gun at the Police 
station till the production of a licence entitling the holder to possess the gun. 

Kottdwa Rowtheb 15 Or. L. J. 21 

(3) Confiscation is in addition to some sentence which the Magistrate is bound 
to pass. 

Gangamma. 1 Weir 664 


V IL — Miscellan eous. 

25. Whenever any Magistrate has reason to believe that any 
... person residing ■within the local limits of his 
by MaSrtr.to*”*”' jurisdiction has in his possession any arms. 

ammunition or military stores for any unlawful 

purpose. 

or that such person cannot be left in the possession of any such 
arms, ammunition or military stores without danger to the public 
peace, 

such Magistrate, having first recorded the grounds of his belief, 
may cause a search to be made of the house or premises occupied by 

The Rules relating to disposal of confiscated arms, etc., under section 24, will be 
found at the end of the Indian Arms Rules. 1924. For page numbers see the List of 
Gontenta. 
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such person or in which such Magistrate has reason to believe such 
arms, ammunition or military stores are or is to be found, and may 
seize and detain the same, although covered by a licence, in safe 
custody for such time as he thinks necessary. 

The search in such case shall be conducted by, or in the presence 
of a Magistrate, or by, or in the presence of, some officer specially 
empowered in this behalf by name or in virtue of his office by the 
local Government. 


NOTES. 

(1) The following ofiSoers are empowered under this section to conduct 
searches : — 

Bombay.— Police Officers of not lower rank than the Inspector of Police (Police 
Manual, Edn. 1928, Vol. I, page 169). 

Bengal.— A uy police officer not below the grade of Sub-Inspector or the Deputy 
^nseryator of forests, Jalpaiguri and Buxa Duars in the Jalpaiguri district 
[Bengal L. R. and O. para. 82 (2)]. ^ ^ 

United Pbovinoes.— Justices of the Peace and Superintendents, Assistant 
Bupermtendents, Deputy Superintendents and Inspectors of Police. (G O 
no. 3264- yi-2 dated the 9th Nov. 1907 and para. 84 of U. P. Buies). ' 

Punjab.— A ll police officers not below that of -.officer in charge of stations in 
virtue of their office (Notn. no.;8408 dated the 5th March, 1929). 

Centeal Provinces.— All police officers not below the rank of Sub-Insneotors 
(Notn. no. 8126 G. dated the 6th November, 1893). inspectors. 

officers not below the rank of officer in-oharge 
of station (Notn. no. 7103 dated the 2nd May, 1922). ® 

(2) Vide Teoa SlNaH,-8 Cal. 473, note (43) under sec. 19 (/), page 61 ante. 

(3) Vide Sangam Lal,— 15 All. 129, note (46) under sec. 19 {/), page 61. 

(4) Where the accused were convicted of ofieuces under ss. 225-302 224 353 I 
P.O. and it was urged on their behalf on revision that a search under the Arms Act 
which gave rise to the alleged obstruction and use for criminal force on their uart 
was illegal inasmuch as it was made at night, and was not restricted to the prooe- 
dure laid down m s. 25 of Arms Act. heldf maintaining the convictions that a search 
by night is not illegal, and, in cases under the Arms Act, is not restricted to the nro- 
cedure laid down in s. 25 of the Act. S. 25 of the Arms Act does not overrides 165 
of the Grim. Pro, Code. 

Shabaf Khan. 144 jgg 

(5) The defendant, who did not, before causing the search of the plaintiff’s house 
to be made, first record the grounds of his belief, could not justify the search under 
thfi provisions of th© said Act. As ther© was no proceeding pending before him 
the defendant was not a ‘court’ within the meaning of s. 94, Cr. P. O. and therefore’ 
the defendant ooiHd not direct a search to be made in his presence under the pro’ 
visions of s. 165 of the Code. The search having been for the purpose of disooverintf 
arms generally, s. 165 of the Code did not apply! Conducting aSh for arms te n” t 
an act done m the discharge of a judicial duty. Even where a defendant’s bona tide 
in conducting a search, is established, it does not release him from the obligation the’ 
law oasts upon him, as being in supreme control of the search partv, of seeing that the 
search was conducted in a proper and reasonable manner. In such a case, the damages 
should b» substantial, and not merely normal. 

special right, but certain formalities have to be 
complied with, antewdent to the exercise of that right, a strict observance of the 
foimahties is essential to the acquisition of that right. In a ueneral aonmh nf o*™! 
under s. 25 the Magistrate holding such search mult &sT xeofKl ^foutdl o^s 
belief M directed therein m order to avail himself of the protection of that section 
from the consequences of ^s action. A Magistrate can only conduct a search undSr 

PsTrf Au ^ssue a search warrant under s. 96 of that 

Code which applies to the issue of a search warrant tiy the Court. ^ 
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Per Maclean C, J , — When there are special provisions in an Act of the Legis- 
lature dealing with the case of a search for arms and laying down what are the condi- 
tions precedent to the making of such a search, and there are general provisions in 
another Act of the Legislature dealing with searches generally, and in point of fact 
the search was one made for arms, it ought — in the absence of evidence to show that 
the search was made under the general as opposed to the specific legislation, to be 
taken that the search was not made under the general provisions authorising searches 
and especially so, when the search was made by one who, in the circumstances, had 
no power of search under the general provisions as to searches. The scheme as 
regards searches under the Code of Criminal Procedure is as follows 


(1) the Court can issue a search warrant under s. 96 ; or 

(2) in lieu of that, the Magistrate may himself search under s. 195 ; and 

(3) s. 165 deals with searches by a police-ofdcer and not by a Magistrate. 
-The duties of a Magistrate in this country are at once executive and judicial. If 
a search is conducted by a Magistrate in his executive capacity he cannot rely on 
Act XVIII of 1850 as a protection from the consequences of holding a search. 

Per Harrington J , — Where a statute authorises the doing of an act which is 
prima facie a wrong to an individual the doer must comply strictly with the conditions 
imposed by the statute if he desires to rely on the statute as a justification for his act, 
A Magistrate cannot be said to be acting judicially in directing a search to be made 
without any proceeding having been instituted before him which he would be called 
on to determine judicially. The respondent though successful was not allowed his 
costs for pressing charges of malice against the appellant which were held to be 
unfounded. 

BROJfENDftA KiSHORB Rai Chowdhuri. 36 Cal. 433, 13 0. W. N. 456 


(6)^ On appeal to the Privy Council, Their Lordship thought that there was no 
foundation for theiipuit ; Clarke’s action under the circumstances was quite justified. 
The charge of personal misconduct advanced and reiterated without any shadow of 
proof deserves the severest reprobation. Their Lordships therefore, advised His 
Majesty that the appeal ought to be allowed, the order of the Court of Appeal 
discharged and the suit dismissed with costs. 

• Brojendra Kishore Rai C HOWDHUbi 39 Oal. 953. 16 0. W. IT 865 


(7) Vide Nisei KaNTa LahirI,— 20 C. W. N. 732, note 60, under s. 19 (/). p. 63. 

(8) Search for arms would be illegal if it was not ordered by a Magistrate in 
pursuance of s. 25. 

NOA PO Teie XJ. B. R. 1892-1896 You I, 1. 

(9) Vide Jai Singh,-- 44 P. R. 1917 OR. 156, note (17) under s. 19 (f), p. 67. 

(10) ^ A magistrate directing the issue of a warrant to search premises on 
information received that the owner or occupant thereof is in possession of firearms 
without a licence, acts as a Court and not merely as a public servant, whether he 
purports to act under the Cr. P, Code or under s. 25 of the Arms Act. 

Gadbam Panohaltt 42 Mad 46 

(11) Although the search is illegal, a person can be convicted if the evidence 
against him is conclusive. The ordinary meaning of “in the course of any proceedings 
instituted” in this section is in the course of any legal proceedings which have 
already begun. “In the presence of some officer” mean that there must be two 
persons, namely, the person making the search and the officer specially apnointed 

KutROO a. I. R, 1925, ALL. 434, 47 axj. 575. 


(12) Where the police officer made a search under s. 165 Or P 0 and a 
stolen gun and cartridges were found; held that the accused could be ’ convicted 
under s. 20 and that the want of compliance with the provisions ofs 25 will not 
render conviction under ss. 19 and 20 illegal. ’ 

SHAIM Lal j R. 1937, - An,, 516. 


26 . Tbe Local Government may at any time order or cause to 
Seizuieand deten- be seized any arms, ammunition or military 

possession of any person, notwith- 

. , that such person is licensed to possess 

.the same, and may detain the same for such time as it thinks 
necessary for the public safety. uinks 
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27 . 


Power to exempt. 


Governor General in 
notification 
India : — 


Council may from time to time, by 
published in the Gazette of 


(a) exempt any person by name or in virtue of his office, or 
any classe of persons, or exclude any description of arms or 
ammunition, or withdraw any part of British India from the opera- 
tion of any prohibition or directions contained in this Act ; and 

(6) cancel any such notification, and again subject the persons 
or things or the part of British India comprised therein to the 
operation of such prohibition or direction. 


NOTES. 

(1) For persons -or classes of persons exempted — Vide Schedule 1. 

(3) For arms, ammunition or military stores excluded — Vide Schedules II 
and III. 

(3) For parts of British India withdrawn — Vide Schedule IV. 

(4) Exemption from the operation of the Aot applies to the possession of a 
gun, so long as it is the property of the licensee and the mere fact that it happened 
at the time to be carried by a servant does not make the servant liable for not 
having himself license under the Act. 

Kali Nath Singh 3 0. W. N. 394. 

(5) The Government of India have, under s. 37, the power of excluding any 
description of arms from the operation of the Act. But the Act does not empower 
the Government to define what is an arm within the meaning of the Act. If any- 
thing is not, in the opinion of the Court an arm within the meaning of the Act, it is 
immaterial whether the Government have or have not excluded it from the operation 
of the Act. Dahs of the kind described in the notification no. 837, dated the 15th 
June 1893 (vide entry 9(a), clause (v) of Schedule II) as excluded from the operation 
of the Act are not arms within the meaning of the Act and it is therefore 
necessary to exclude them from the operation of the Act. (Nga Tum Baw, — 
L. B. R. 1833-1900, 330, — note (46) under s. 4 on page 43, ante, overruled).] 

Nga Ne XT L. B. R. 1893-1900, 416. 

(6) As the notification of the Government of India exempts all soldiers in 
the service of Her Majesty the Queen- Empress of India from the operation of 
certain provisions of s. 13-16 of the Arms Act, 1878, and as by the orders of the 
Government of India the term ‘soldiers* includes reservists the possession of a double 
barrelled gun by the accused did not constitute an offence against the provisions of 
the Arms Aot. There is no provision of law or of any rule having the force of law 
whereby the Army Regulations. India, can be held legally to restrict the powers 
exercised by the Governor-General in Council under s. 37 of the Arms Act- 

Bishan Singh 1 P- R* 1903 Or., 5 P. L. R. 1903. 

(7) * The petitioner proceeded on leave from his regiment in April 1884 when he 
held the rank of a Havildar in the regiment. On 33nd June 1884 one A was found 
carrying a gun which he said belonged to the petitioner who, on being questioned 
about it, admitted that it was his, and said he had a pass from the Officer Command- 
ing his detachment. At the trial it was found that the pass was not given by 
the Officer Commanding as alleged and the petitioner was accordingly convicted of 
having Jjeen in possession of arms without a licence. In appeal it was brought 
to notice that the petitioner has been promoted to the rank of Jamadar with 
retrospective effect from the 1st June 1884, and that, therefore, he fell within the 
exemption extended to commissioned officers of the Native Army. The Sessions 
Judge held that as petitioner was only a Havildar, so far as the public orders were 
concerned on the date of the offence, tha fact of his subsequent promotion with 
retrospective effect was of no avail ; Held that the petitioner having obtained a 
Commission on date prior to the 33nd June 1884, must be held to have been a 
Commissioned Officer on the date, the fact of the order promoting him bearing a 
later date notwithstanding, and that, therefore, he fell within one of the classes 

10 
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exempted by the Government of India from the operation of the prohibition 
contained in ss. 14 and 15 of the Arms Act. 

Nabain Singh %i p. r. i885 Ce. 

28. Evei’y person aware of the commission of any offence 
Information to be punishable Tinder this Act shall, in the absence of 

given regarding reasonable excuse, the burden of proving which 
offences. shall lie upon such person, give information of 

the same to the nearest Police officer or Magistrate, and 

every person employed upon any railway or by any public carrier 
shall, in the absence of reasonable excuse, the burden of proving 
which shall lie upon such person, give information to the nearest 
Police officer regarding any box, package' or bale in transit 
which he may have reason to suspect contains arms, ammunition or 
military stores in respect of which an offence against this Act has 
been or is being committed. 

29. Where an offence punishable under section 19, clause (f) 

has been committed within three months from 
Section required the date on which this Act comes into force in 
under **seciion^^ 1? Province, district or place to which section 

clause If). * 32, clause 2 of Act XXXI of 1860, applies at such 

date, or where such an offence has been com- 
mitted in any part of British India not being such a district, province, 
or place, no proceedings shall be instituted against any person in 
respect of such offence without the previous sanction of the Magis- 
trate of the District, or, in a Presidency town, of the Commissioner 
of Police. 


KOTES. 

(1) Vide notes under clause (/) of sec. 19. 

(2) The case against the accused was found on facts which constituted an 
offence under the Arms Act as well as under section 30 of the Rangoon Police Act ; 
Held^ that the accused should not have been charged and convicted twice as for two 
offences under each of the said Act. 

3 L. B. R. 218 

(3) Vide Ismail Khan,-A. I. R. 1927, Oal. 721 .-note (71) to sec. 19, page 64. 

(4) FideGHULAMNAEI ANDOTHERS,— A. I. E. 1928, Pat. 146,-note (79) to 
sec. 19 (/J, page 65. 

(5) In the United Provinces, an officer in charge of a Police Station is em- 
powered to conduct a search* An officer who takes action under a particular section 
must be deemed to have full powers until the contrary is proved. 

W hetbcr the search was legal or legal arms have been found in the possession 
0* the accused, no question of the legality of the search or otherwise can be raised 
by him, A.I.E. 1925, AIL 434 on. 

Abdul Ghafdk I. r. 1929 03 (1 .) on page 72) 

(6) According to s 29, sanction of the District Magistrate was necessary to 
piMecnte a person under s. 19 {/) for possessing arras without a licence in the 

^ H 1878 and not subsequently, 

A. L E. 1926, All. 143 and A. I. B. 1929, All. 6S iiel. on. 

A. 1. E. 1929, ALL. 69 

(7) Vide cotes under see. 30, page 75, post. 


Section 28. The Buies issued by Local Ooverninents under this section will be 
ff Contents/^ ® 
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30. Where a search is to be made under the Code of Criminal 
Procedure, 1882, or the Presidency Magistrates 
Act, 1877, in the course of any proceedings 
instituted in respect of an offence punishable 
under section 19, clause (/), such search shall, 
notwithstanding any thing contained in the 
said Code or Act, be made in the presence of some 
officer specially appointed by name or in virtue of his office by the 
local Government in this behalf, and not otherwise. 


Searches in the 
case of offences 
against section 19, 
clause (f), how con- 
ducted. 


NOTES. 

(1) Sections 29 and apply to proceedings instituted under s. 19 (/). When 
the case falls within s, ao, of the Act, ss, 29 and 30 do not apply either to the search 
for arms, to the arrest of the possessor or to the sending of the case for trial before 
a magistrate. As there are no special provisions governing cases under s. 20, the 
effect of s. 5 of the Or. P. C. is that the police must act under that Code, which 
treats cases punishable with imprisonment for three years and upwards as cognizable. 
In cases to which s. 25 applies magistrates will have to be guided by it, but that sec- 
tion does not restrict the action of the police under the Or. P. C. in cases which fall 
within s. 20 *** (.Burma A, M., Edn. 1926, page 135.) 

(2) In the Madras Presidency searches in respect of offences punishable under 
sections 19 if) may be made in the presence of a Magistrate, an Inspector or Sub- 
Inspector of Police or of a head of village. In the taluks of Calicut, Earnad and 
Walavanad and Malabar district, searches in respect of offences punishable under 
section 19 if) may be made in the presence of a Magistrate, an Inspector or sub- 
inspector of a Police, station house officer or of a head of a village, (Notn. nos. 
384 and 132 dated the 31st Aug. 18S3 and the 14th March. 1885). 

(3) In other provinces searches under this section are to be made in the 
presence of the following officers ; — 

Bombay.— P olice officers of not lower rank than a Sub Inspector (Bombay 
Police Manual Edn. 1928, page 169.) 

Bengal. — M agistrate or a Police Officer not below the grade of sub-inspector 
(Notn. no. 10674-80 P. dated the 23rd Nov, 1914, and para 83 {S) Bengal L. B. and 0). 

United Pkovinoes, — Magistrates, Justices of the Peace. Superintendents, 
Assistant Superintendents and Deputy Superintendents of Police, Inspectors of Police, 
and officers-in*charge of reporting stations (G. 0. No. 3264 dated the 9th Novr, 1907, 
and para 84 {b) of U. P. Rules). 

Punjab.— P olice-officers of rank not below that of officer in charge of a station. 
(Notn. no. 8408 dated the 5th March 1929). 

Central Provinces.- Magistrates and Police Officers not below the rank of 
Sub-Inapecfcor. (Notn. no. 8126 dated the 6th Nov. 1893). 

N. W. P. Provinces.— A ll Police officers of rank not below that of officer in 
charge of a station (Notn. No. 7103 G., dated the 2nd May 1922.) 

(4) Vide Babubam — 16 A. L. J. 721 — note (28) to sec. 20 on pages 67-68, 

(5) Search in this section refers to searches of house or premises occupied by 
suspected persons and not to searches of persons. Even if the search of the accused 
was illegal it made no difference to the fact that the accused was in illegal possession 
of arms, 

Khem Singh 3 P. R, 1915 Cr. 

(6) • Vide, Kutroo— A. I. R. 1925, ALL. 434, note (12) to s, 25, page 72, ante). 

(7) Entering a case in the case book and making out a charge is not institution 
of proceedings. 

ISMAIL Khan A. I. R. 1927, Cal. 721 

(S) A search undertaken solely for the purpose of discovering unlicensed arms 
should not be instituted anywhere without the express sanction of the District 
Magistrate previously obtained, and only in accordance with sec. 30 of this Act. 
If unlicensed arms are discovered in the course of a search legally conducted for 
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any other purpose, they should be sent to the District Magistrate for disposal under 
his orders. In that case the question whether a prosecution is to be instituted or 
not must, in view of the uncertainty which prevails as to the application of sec. 32, 
clause 2 of Act XXXI of 1860, (reproduced as a note to seo. 15, on page 51), on the 
date on which the Arms Act, 1878, came into force, be left to his discretion. (Bom. 
Pol. Man, Edn. 1928, pages 169-170). 

31. Nothing in this A.ct shall be deemed to prevent any person 

from being prosecuted under any other law for 
not omission which constitutes an offence 

barSd. against this Act or the rules made under it, or 

from being liable under such other law to any 
higher punishment or penalty than that provided by the Act : 

Provided that no person shall be punished twice for the same 
offence, 

NOTES. 

(1) The accused was sentenced to a term of imprisonment for an offence under 
the Arms Act* The sentence was ordered to run concurrently with another sentence 
previously passed upon him under s. 123, Or. P. 0, Held that the sentence for the 
substantive offence must commence at once and cannot be postponed to take effect 
after the expiry of the period of imprisonment in default of giving security for good 
behaviour which the accused was undergoing at the date of the conviction, that s. 
35, Or. P. C. applies to sentences on conviction for offences at one trial and has no 
application to imprisonments under s. 123, Or. F. C. 

Xanji Jot sinoh. 6 Bom. l. r. 26 

(2) The case against the accused was found on facts which constituted an 
offence under the Arms Act as well as under section 30 of the Rangoon Police Act. 
Held that the accused should not have been charged and convicted twice as for two 
offences under each of the said Act. 

POKa 3L.B. R.218. 

(3) Where a case might properly have been tried under the Arras Act or the 
Explosives Act, but the public prosecutor did not ask the High Court to order a 
retrial, the High Court cannot convict the accused under either of those two enact- 
ments without a fresh trial. 

JOSEPH Kangani 8 M. L. T. 289 

32. The local Government may from time to time, by notifica- 

tion in the local ofiBicial Gazette, direct a census 
censiSTof fire-arms taken of all fire-arms in any local area, and 

empower any person by name or in virtue of his 
office to take such census. 

On the issue of any such notification, all persons possessing 
any such arms in such area shall furnish to the person so empowered 
such information as he may require in reference thereto, and shall 
produce such arms to him if he so requires. 

Any person refusing or neglecting to produce any such arms 
when so required shall be punished with imprisonment for a term 
which may extend to one month, or with fine which may extend to 
two hundred rupees, or with both, 

33. No proceeding other than a suit shall be commenced 

NoKceandlimita- PUrSU- 

lion of proceeding*. ance or this Act, without having given him at 

. least one month’s previous notice in writing of 

the intended proceeding and of the cause thereof, nor after the 
expiration of three months from the accrual of such cause. 
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THE FIRST SCHBDDLE.-BNACTME1SITS REPEALED.— (See SECTION 3) 


Number and year.' 


Title. 


XVIII of 1841 


An Act for consolidating 
and amending the enact- 
meats concerning the expor- 
tation of military stores. 


XXX of 1854 


An Act to provide for the 
levy of duties of Customs in 
the Arracan, Pegu, Martaban 
and Tenasserim Provinces. 


XXXI of 1880 


VI of 1866 


III of 1872 

* * * 


An Act relating to the 
manufacture. Importation 
and sale of arms and 
ammunition, and for regula- 
ting the right to keep and 
use the same, and to give 
power of disarming in certain 
cases. 

An Act to continue Act, 
No. XXXI of 1860, (relating 
to the manufacture, importa- 
tion and sale of arms and 
ammunition, and for regula- 
ting the right to keep and 
use the same and to give 
power of disarming in certain 
cases) and for other purposes. 

The Santhal Farganas 
Settlement Regulation. 

* * ♦ 


Extent of Repeal. 


So much as has not been 
repealed. 


In the preamble, the words 
“and that the exportation of 
munitions of war from any of 
these Provinces into foreign 
States should be prohibited.’’ 

Section II. 

So much as has not been 
repealed. 


The whole. 


So much of the Schedule as 
relates to Act XXXI of 1860 
and Act VI of 1866. 


* ” * 


XV of 1874 


An Act for declaring the 
local extent of certain enact- 
raents and for othe purposes. 


So much of the first Sche- 
dule as relates to Act XVIII 
of 1841. 


THE SECOND SCHEDULE— ARMS, ETC., LIABLE TO DUTY. 
[Repealed by the Repealing and Amending Act, 1891 {Act XII of 189L)\ 


•Nb<e.-The entry wlat^g to Regulation IX of 1874 repealed by the Repealing 
■Act VIII of 1930, vide Part IV of the Q-azette of India, dated the 32nd 
j>iarcu. i^oU, page 4U. 
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THE INDIAN ARMS RULES, 1924 ; as amended by notifica- 
tions published up to the Isfc January 1931. 


RULES. 

1. Short title. 

2, Interpretation, 


CONTENTS. 


Application of the AcL 


3. Exemption, exclusion and 'withdrawal. 

4. Extension. 

IniporL 

5. Restriction upon import of cannon and certain other articles. 

6. Restriction upon import of arms, ammunition and military stores from Portu- 
guese India. 

7. Restriction upon import of certain rifles. 

8. Import of arms, ammunition or military stores into certain ports. 

9. Import of arms, ammunition or military stores by sea from Madras Rancoon 

or Bombay into certain ports. ’ 

10. Import by land or river of arms, ammunition or military stores. 

11. Import from Berar. 

12. Scrutiny by Railway authorities of consignments. 

13. Production and delivery of import licences. 


14. 

15. 


16. 


17. 

18. 
19. 


20 . 


21 . 

22 . 

23. 

24. 

25. 


26. 


27 . 


■ Export. 

Restriction upon export by sea of cannon and certain rifles. 

Export by sea of arms, ammunition or military stores from and to certain 
ports. 

Export by sea of arms, ammunition or military stores from certain ports to 
ports in States in India or foreign territory. 

Export by land or river of arms, ammunition or military stores. 

Export to Berar. 

Delivery of export licences. 

Import and Re-export. 

Import and re-export by sea of arms, ammunition and military stores. 
Transport, 

Prohibition of transport by post of arms, ammunition or military stores 
within the province of Butma. 

Prohibition of transport of arms, ammunition or military stores other- 
wise than under licence. ovwioo uuuor 

Restriction upon transport of cannon and certain other articles. 

Transport of arms, ammunition or military stores. 

Delivery of transport licences. 


Import^ Transport and Re-export. 

Licence for import, transport and re-export of arms, 
military stores. 


Ammunition and 


Export and Re-import. 

Lioeno, for export and re.import of arms, ammunition and militarjr stores. 
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RULES. 




28. Manufacture, conversion, keeoine for sale of arms, ammunition or 

military stores. »■ i- o 


Keeping sa/e custodi/. 

29. Licence to keep for safe oust;^^^ fire-arms and ammunition, 

^ssesstow. 

30. Eestriction upon possession^ cannon and certain other articles. 

31. Possession of arms, ammimiti^^^ military stores. 

32. Licence for the possession, ^ fire-arms for purposes of target 

irractice. 


Posnession 

33. Possession of arms and ^^^viQition and going armed for sport, protection 
or display. 

ammunitiou and forgoing 

35. Possession of arms and and going armed for the destmcjiion 

of wild animals. 

36. Possession of arms and and going armed for the protection 

of crops. * 

37. Going armed on a journey. 


88 . 


39. 

40. 

41. 
43. 

43. 

44. 

45. 

46. 

47. 

48. 


49 . 


Possession j^port or Transport. 

Possession by dealers of cetti^j^ ammunition, with liberty to import. 

Applications foy.^ Licences. 

Previous sanction in certaii^ biases 
Application for licences. 

Form and language of licen(t^^ 

Duration and renewal of 

Discretion and control of a'ttho,itieg empowered to grant licences. 
Obligation to produce licenti^^ 

Production of arms. 

Fees payable for licences. 

Fees payable for duplicates^ 

CoUeotion and refund of 


Cancellpi^^ 

Cancellation of the Indian 
The Schedules — I to VIII. ® 


and Savings. 
Buies, 1920. 
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GOVERMENT OP IlTDIA, HOME DEPARTMENT, NOTIFICA- 
TION, No. F. 829-1-23, DATED THE 3RD NOVEMBER, 1923, 

{with amendments tip to the 1st January 1961.) 


Interpretation 


In exercise of the powers conferred by sections 4, 10, 17 and 
27 of the Indian Arms Act. 1878 (XI of 1878), the Governor-General 
in Council is pleased to make the following rules : — 

ci. ^ 1 (1) These rules may be called the Indian 

Short hUe. Arms Rules, 1924. 

(2) They shall come into force on the 1st January, 1924o 

2. (1) In these rules, unless there is anything 
repugnant in the subject or context, — 

‘^District Magistrate” means in the case of Aden, the Superinten- 
dent of Police, in the case of the suburbs of Calcutta, as defined in 
the Government of Bengal notification, dated the 21st September 
1880, the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, and, in cases where the 
Local Government so directs in respect of any district or part there- 
of, an Additional District Magistrate ; 

“Form” means a Form as set out in Schedule VIII ; and 

“the Act” means the Indian Arms Act, 1878. 


(2) The General Clauses Act, 1897, shall apply for the purpose 
of the interpretation of these rules in like manner as it applies for 
the purpose of the interpretation of an Act of the Governor-General 
in Council. 


[Note. — In exercise of the power conferred by clause (1) of rule 2, the Governor 
in Gounoil, (Bihar and Orissa) is pleased to direct that the powers and duties of a 
“Magistrate of the District’* shall be exercised and performed by the additional Dis- 
trict Magistrate of Manbhum within the Dhanbad Sub-division of that District. 
(B. and O, notn, no. 4400 P, dated the 8th November, 1921)1 


Application of the Act. 


. 3. (1) The persons and classes of persons, 

du^on^^^and’ with- arms and ammunition, and the parts of British 
drawal. India specified or described in Schedules I to IV 

are, respectively, exempted, excluded and with- 
drawn to the extent and subject to the conditions therein specified 
from the operations or prohibitions and directions contained in the 
Act : 


Provided that the exemptions specified in Schedule I are made 
subject to the following conditions, namely : — 

(a) they shall not be deemed to render lawful the import of arms 
or ammunition, save from Berar, or the transport within the 


Rule 2 (J).— The words “Superintendent of Police** were substituted for the 
words** Assistant Political Resident’* by BL. D. notn. no. 21— XZXV'I— 30 dated the 
12th Aug. 1930. 

* w substituted b7 H. D. note. no. 21 

LXXvI— 24 dated the 16th March 1925. 
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[Rules 4-5] 


Province of Burma of arms, ammunition or military stores, through 
the medium of the Post Office ; 

(6) save in the case of persons included in entry (1) (6), entry- 
fa) or entry (6) (e) of the said Schedule, any person so exempted 
shall register in such manner as the local Government may pres- 
cribe any firearm or ammunition for the same in respect of which 
he is exempted from the operation of any provision of the Act ; 

(c) every person shall, on the loss or theft of any arm in respect 
of which he is so exempted, forthwith report the occurrence at the 
nearest police station ; and 

(d) the Governor-General in Council may, by notification in 
the Gazette of India, direct that any such exemption conferred on a 
class of persons shall cease to extend to any person included in that 
class who may be named in the notification. 

(2) Any person failing to comply with any condition of exemp- 
tion set out in provisos (b) and (c) to sub-rule (I) shall be deemed to 
have violated these rules. 


NOTES. 

(1) The exemption conferred under this rule and entry 10 Schedule 1 shall 
cease to extend to Sati MuEammad son of Ghuman Lambarder, of Chak No. 246, Hakh 
Branch Lyallpur District, Punjab. (Notn. No. P. 21-XV-24 dated the 22nd April 1924.) 

(2) Under clause (b) of sub-rule (1) of rule 3 of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924, 
the Govt, of the Punjab has directed that all persons who enjoy exemptions 
under Schedule I shall furnish to the District Magistrate of the District in 
which they reside, within three months from the date of this order, a list showing 
the number and description of fire-arms in their possession and shall thereafter 
inform the District Magistrate in writing of any increase or decrease in such 
number within one month from the date on which such increase or decrease takes 
place. Failure on the part of an exempfcee to comply with this order will render 
him liable to the oancellation of his exemption. No fee shall be payable in respect of 
any communication made by an exemptee in accordance with the provisions of this 
order. (Punjab no 6820 dated the 5th March 1923). 

(3) The Chief Comr. of Delhi has also issued similar orders in his notn. no. 1550 
dated 13 March. 1925. 

(4) In all cases in which arms are stolen, the question of the desirability of 
withdrawing any licence or exemption enjoyed by the possessor should be taken into 
consideration. (E. B. and A. no. 2705-09 G. dated the 29 th April 1910, para. 91 of 
Bengal Rules and rule 83 of U. P. Rules.) 

(5) District Magistrate should report for the orders of Government any case 
in which an exempted person either makes or permits improper use of his weapon, 
or persists in ignoring ordinary precautions for their safe custody or by his general 
behaviour proves himself unworthy of the privilege of exemption. (E. B. and A. 84-88 
PI. dated the 12th Dec. 1911, para, 35 of Bengal Rules and rule 16 of U, P. Rules), 


4. For the purposes of 
. . section 4 

Esctension. , ^ , 

extended 

sulphur and saltpetre. 


Restriction upon 
import of cannon and 
certain other articles. 


the definition of “military stores*’ in 
of the Act all sections of the Act are 
throughout British India to all lead, 


Import. 

5. (l) A licence for the import of — 
(a) cannon, 


Rule 3 (1) (b ). — Vide the second footnote on page 80. 

Rule 4,— Vide notes under Schedule II, appended to these Rules, 

11 
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(6) articles designed for torpedo service, 

(o) war-rockets, or 

(d) machinery for the manufacture of arms or ammunition, 
may be granted in Form I only by the Governor-General in Council. 

/ (2) A copy of every licence granted in accordance with sub- 
rule (1) shall forthwith be sent — 

(а) where the articles are consigned to a Presidency-town or 
Rangoon — to the Commissioner of Police, or 

(б) where they are consigned to any other place — to the District 
Magistrate of the district in which such place is situated. 

Restriction upon 

import of arms, am- 6. A licence shall not be granted for the 

munition and military import of any arms, ammunition or military 

.tores from Portu- stores from Portuguese India : 
guese India, , 

Provided that nothing in this rule shall be deemed to limit or 
otherwise affect any power conferred by these rules to grant a licence 
for the import of ammunition which, in the opinion of the. authority 
granting the licence, is intended in good faith fpr blasting purposes. 


Restriction upon 7. (l) A licence shall not be granted for 

import *of certain the import by sea or by river or land, save from 
nfles. Berar,— 

(u) {i) of rifles of '303 or of *450 bore or of parts of or fittings 
for rifles of such bores or, save as otherwise provided by rule 38, of 
ammunition which can be fired from such rifles ; or 

{ii) of rifles of any other bore containing the following com- 
ponents capable of use in rifles of *303 or of '450 bore, namely, 
actions, breech-blocks, breech-bolts, bodies, magazine cases, cocking 
pieces and breech-bolt heads ; or 


(m) of pistols or revolvers of *441, *455 or any intermediate bore, 
or of parts of or fittings for pistols or revolvers of such bores ; or save 
as otherwise provided by rule 38, of ammunition which can be fired 
from such pistols or revolvers ; or 

(zV) of appliances, the object of which is the silencing of fire- 
arms ; or 

(6) save with the previous sanction of the Governor-General 
in Council, of rifles, other than those specified in clause (a), or of 
parts of, or fittings for, rifles other than those so specified, or 

(c) of any arms or ammunition through the medium of the 
Post Office. 


(2) Nothing in clause (b) of sub-rule (I) shall be deemed'to limit 
or otherwise affect any power conferred by these rules to grant 
save as otherwise provided by rule 6, a licence for the import of 


EuU 7 (i) (a). The words and figures “pistols or revolvers of -451. *455 or anv 
intermediate bore were substituted for the words and figures “pistols and revolvers 
of -450 bore*’ by H. D. noln. no. 21.XXZ-23 dated the 23rd April 1924, and clauses 
and (6) were subsequently revised by notn. No. F-21-53/27 dated the 11th April 1928. 
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Bt 


rifles, or parts of or fittings for rifles, which, in the opinion of the 
authority granting the licence, are intended in good faith for sporting 
purposes. 


mrm. 

(1) Attention is invited to proviso (1) to sub-rule (1) of rule 33 of the Indian 

Arms Rules, 1924 * * * Several instances have come to the 

notice of the Government of India in which licensing officers have granted licences 
for the possession of weapons of prohibited bore without first satisfying themselves 
that such weapons have been lawfully imported into British India, in fact, before the 
weapons have been imported at all and such possession licences have been produced 
at Customs Houses, as the authority for importing the weapons which being of pro^ 
hibited bore can only be imported under an import licence issued by the Goyemor- 
Generalin Council. There seems to be an impression among certain licensing office^a 
that the prohibition against the import of such weapons does not apply to weaponi^ 
required for personal use- This impression is quite unjustified and to correct it as 
desired by the Government of India, the local Government desires to impress on 
licensing officers the necessity of strict compliance with the provisions of the Arms 
Rules in this respect- The Government of India have instructed the Customs 
authorities in all oases of the kind referred to above to detain the weapon under 
section 6 of the Arms Act, pending a reference to them and the local Government. 
(H. D. no. F,-21-ZVII-25, dated the 9th Sept, 1925 and para. 58 A of Bengal Buie). 

(2) The importation of rifles with “sub-target rifle machines’' is strictly prohibited 
by the Government of India, (H. D. 25l6— 19, dated the 8th Nov. 1906 and U. P, G,.Oi 
no. 375--1. 3752— VI— 660- D. I„ dated the 23rd Nov. 1906 and para. 24 of U. F. Rules). 

(3) When arms and ammunition are simultaneously imported, a licence under 
the Arms Act is necessary for the import of arms and another under the Explosives 
Act, for the,import of ammunition,^ irrespective of the question whether a licence 
under the Arms Act has been obtained or not, [H. D. no. 4638 dated the 6th August 
1901, para. 5 of Bengal Rules and rule 25 of IT, P. Rules]. 

(4) Persons who are already in possession of rifles of *303 bore and of '450 bore 
and pistols and revolvers of *441, 455 or any intermediate bore and wish to obtain 
cartridges for their own use, are allowed to possess such ammunition to the extent of 
200 rounds only for each class of rifle or revolver subject to the condition that they 
obtain under rule 33 of the Indian Arms Rules a licence which should be made over to 
the selected dealers referred to in rule 28(3). In the case of person or persons entitled 
to a free licence for arms a licence may be granted, free. (H. D. nos. 606 and 867 
dated the 20th Fob. 1901 and 30th March 1905 and para. 33A of Bengal Rules). 

(5) Although the prohibition against the import of rifles of ‘303 bore, 
became absolute on the 28th October 1906, in the case of rifles of '450 bore on the 1st 
May 1907, in the case of revolvers of *450 bore on the 1st January 1924, and in 
the case of *441, *455, or any intermediate bore, with effect from 1st August, 1924, 
it may be presumed that the import of rifles and revolvers of these bores was lawful 
where such rifles or revolvers have been in the possession of owners or of the persona 
from whom the present owners bought from before the introduction of the Rules of 
1920, or in the case of revolvers of *450 bore from before the 1st Jan. 1924, and in the 
case of *441, *455 or any intermediate bore with effect from 1st August, 1924. A 
declaration to this effect from an applicant for a licence of such a weapon should 
generally entitle him to a licence. {H. I), nos. 2166 and 454—66, dated, respectively, the 
11th September, 1906 and 14th Feb, 1907. and no. F-21-3:XX-23 dated the 23rd April 
1924.) 

(6) In the cate of weapons described as *450/400, ‘557/450, *500/450, the former of 
the two feures represent the size of the chamber and the latter figure the size 
of the bore. Consequently, while a weapon described as *450/400 is not of prohibited 
bore, weapon described as *577/450 or *500/450 and ammunition to fit them are 
subject to the restrictions imposed on weapons and ammunition of the prohibited 
bores. (H. D. no. 1343, dated the 9th June, 1911, U. F. no. 1653— VI— 283 dated 
the 28th June, 1911 and note to para. 39 (»t) of IT. P, Rules). 

(7) An exempted person may, without an order or licence, import rifles of a 
non-sporting character through an agent— (i) when the arms are sent to him direct 
and (ii) if the arms are sent to an agent and the latter obtains a certificate from the 
exempted person that the imported arms are bona-fide his property and the age^t 



84 


The 1’nbian Asms Act. 


[HuLB 8] 


only clears them from the custom house and forwards them. [H. D. no. 22/1321, 
dated the 24th Aug. 1896, and no. 2531. the 9th Deo. 1897.] 

(8) The sights of guns and rifles should be regarded as parts of arms within 
the meaning of the Indian Arms Act, 1878. The sights for rifles of *303 bore fall 
accordingly within the restriction imposed by rule (7) (i) (a) of the Indian Arms 
Kules, upon the importation of rifles, or parts of such rifles, of such bore. (H. D. 
no. 909, dated the 1st May 1911.) 

W Appliances such as hand-grenades and riot pistols which are designed to 
render helpless for the time being a mob or an individual without causing permanent 
injury are **arms*’ within the meaning of the Act and their importation should not 
be allowed and that all applications for licences under the Arms Act for importation 
of weapons of this character should be refused, (H. D, no. F. 21-L. V-28 dated the 
28th Feb. 1929.) 

(10) It has been decided that licences shall not in future be required iu case 
of re-importation of rifles of military patterns and pistols and revolvers of *441, 
*465 or any intermediate bore, and that it may be left to the Customs authorities to 
give necessary permission to re-import, a reference being made to the Local G-ovein- 
menfc in doubtful cases. The following conditions have accordingly been laid down 
to govern cases of re-importation and, subject to them, the Customs authorities have 
discretion to admit weapons of the classes referred to : — 

(i) that the examinations of the arms at the Customs House at the time of 
export shall be compulsory ; 

(«) that, as a general rule, export passes giving a full description of the 
weapons to be exported shall be obtained from the Collector of Customs by the 
person exporting the weapons ; 

(»ti) that these passes shall be accepted by the Collector of Cnstoms as the 
beat proof of export of the weapons being satisfactorily indentified at the time of 
re-importation ; and , 

(«u) that in cases in which such export passes have not been obtained, it will 
rest with the Collector of Customs personally to accept such other proof of export as 
he may consider reasonable and proper. (Burma Oir. No. 42 1903, based on orders 
of the Govt, of India no. 2752 dated the 20th July, 1903, H. D. no. F-21-LXVIII— 24. 
dated the 8th Deo. 1924, para. lA of Bengal Rules. 


8. .Save as otherwise provided by rules 5 
to 7, a licence may be granted in Form II for the 
import by sea — 

(a) of arms, ammunition or military stores, at a Presidency- 
town or Eangoon — by the Commissioner of Police ; 

(&) of arms, ammunition or military stores, at the ports of 
[Calicut, Karachi, Cochin and Aden] — by the District Magistrate ; 

(c) of saltpetre or lead, at the ports of Akyab and Moulmein — 
by the District Magistrate ; 

(d) of sulphur in reasonable quantities, at the port of Tuticorin 
—by the Local Government on satisfactory proof that the sulphur 
is required in good faith for medicinal, manufacturing or agri(?>ultural 
purposes ; and 

(e) of sulphur at the port of Chittagong— by the District 
Magistrate on satisfactory proof that the sulphur is required in 
good faith for manufacturing or agricultural purposes. 

Buie 8. Clause (b) was amended by notn. no. 21-62.27Tated the 3rd. Nov. 1927, 
and clause (e) was added by notn. no. F.-21-LXVIII-28 dated the 8th Dec. 1928. 


Import of arms, 
ammuniUon or mili- 
tary stores into 
certain ports. 
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Provided that all arms, ammunition or military stores imported 
into Aden shall be landed at the Abkari Pier at Tawahi only, and 
removed thence by the importer to such Government warehouse as 
the Political Resident may appoint in that" behalf : 

[Provided further that any consignment of sulphur imported at 
Chittagong and destined for a place outside that town shall be 
unloaded under the supervision of Customs officers direct from the 
ship into railway wagons, which shall be rivetted and sealed on the 
jetty, and shall be despatched direct to its destination without 
further handling or transhipment.] 


[Note.— The importation of arms and ammunition from outside India direct to 
the port of Chittagong is not permissible under the rules. (Bengal memo, no. 2217 pi. 
dated the 25th June 1929 and para. IC. of Bengal Buies )1 


Import of arms, 
ammunition or mili- 
tary stores by sea from 
Madras, Rangoon or 
Bombay into certain 
ports. 


9. Save as otherwise provided by rules 
5 to 7, a licence for the import by sea of arms, 
ammunition or military stores — 


(a) from the port of Madras into the ports of Tuticorin, 
Bimlipafcani, Cocanada, ITegapatam, Mangalore, Gopalpore, 
Vizagapatam, Pamban, or Masulipatam, or 

(&) from the port of Rangoon into the ports of Akyab, Moulmein, 
Sandoway, Kyaukpyu, Tavoy, Mergui, or Victoria Point, or 

(c) from the port of Bombay into the ports of Mangalore, 

may be granted in Form II by the District Magistrate of the 
district in which the port of import is situated. 

Import by land or 10* (1) Save as otherwise provided by rules 

river of arms, ammu- 5 to 7, a licence for the import by land or river 
nidon or military of arms, ammunition or military stores may be 
*‘®*®*- granted in Form III — 

(а) Where the arms, ammunition or stores are consigned to a 
Presidency-town or Rangoon—by the Commissioner of police, or 

(б) where they are consigned to any other place — ^by the 
District Magistrate of the district in which such place is situated. 

(2) Such a licence may be -granted for the import of arms 
which — 


(а) belong to any person who resides in a State in India and is 
exempted under Schedule I from the necessity of taking out a 
licence for going armed with, or for possessing, such arms, and 

(б) are imported solely for the purpose of repair, 

by the Political OflSoer for such State ; and such licence shall also 
cover the re-export of such arms to the State from which they 
were imported. 

jRule (8), The second proviso was added by notn. no. LXVIII-28 dated the 
8th Dec. 1928 

Rule (9). Clauses (a) and (c) were amended by H, D. notn. no. F-21-62-27 dated 
the 3rd N ovember 1927. * 
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(3) Where the arms, ammunition or stores are imported from 
a State in India otherwise than under sub-rule (2), a copy of the 
licence shall forthwith he sent to the Political Officer for such State. 

(4) Where the arms, ammunition or stores are imported by 
road or river from elsewhere than Berar are consigned to a 
district not on the frontier of British India, a copy of the licence 
shall forthwith be sent to the District Magistrate of the district 
into -which they cross such frontier ; and such Magistrate may, in 
bis discretion, require the licensee to produce them for his inspection 
before allowing them to be taken out of the district. 

C5) (o) Where the arms, ammunition or stores^ are imported 
by land or river from Berar under a licence, the importer shall 
deliver the licence, within six days of the arrival of the consignment 
at its destination, — 

(i) in a Presidency-town or Rangoon — to the Commissioner 
of Police, or 

(ti) in any other place — to the District Magistrate of the district 
in which the place of destination is situated, or such other Magis- 
trate as the District Magistrate may appoint for the purpose. 

(6) Any officer to whom a licence is delivered under clause (a) 
shall satisfy himself— 

(i) that the arms, ammunition or military stores correspond with 
the description given in the licence, and 

(«) that any deficiency is properly accounted for, 
and any subordinate Magistrate to whom a licence is delivered 
under sub-clause (li) of that clause shall forward it to the district 
Magistrate. 

(6) Where the arms, ammunition or stores are imported by 
rail, a copy of the licence shall forthwith be sent by the authority 
granting it to the railway authorities at the place to which such 
arms, ammunition or stores are consigned. 

11. A certified copy of a licence to export from Berar into 

British India arms, ammunition or military 

Import from erar. gjjQjgg granted Under the Berar Arms Rules, 1924, 

shall be deemed to be a licence for import into British India granted 
under these rules. 

12. (1) The railway authorities to whom a copy of a licence 
Scrutiny by railway has been sent under sub-rule (6) of rule 10 shall 

autborities of con- require the consignee to produce the original 
(ignmenta licence and shall satisfy themselves — 

(а) that the arms, ammunition or stores claimed by him corres- 
pond with the description given in such licence, and • 

(б) that such licence is identical in substance with the copy 
sent to them. 

(2) Where, in any case referred to in sub-rule (1)— 

(a) the consignee fails to produce the original licence, or 

Buie It. The figures ‘‘1924” were substituted for the figures ‘‘1920” by notn, 
No, E. 21-SL-24 dated the 16th July 1924. 
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[RuiiES 13-15] 


(6) the arms, ammunition or stores claimed by him do not 
correspond with the description given in. such licence, or 

(c) the licence is not identical in substance with the copy sent 
to the railway authorities, 

such authorities shall not deliver the consignment and shall 
forthwith inform the nearest Magistrate. 

Production and (1) The Consignee of arms, ammunition or 
delivery of import military stores imported under a licence from 
licences. elsewhere than Berar shall — 

(a) where the consignment crosses the frontier by land or river, 
produce the licence within six days of such oi’ossing before the 
District Magistrate of the district into which the consignment so 
crosses, or before such other officer as the District Magistrate may 
appoint in that behalf ; and 

ib) in any case in which the consignment is imported by land 
or river, deliver the licence within six days of the arrival of such 
consignment at its destination — 

(0 in a Presidency^own or Rangoon— to the Commissioner of 
Police, or 

Hi) in any other place— to the District Magistrate of the district 
in which such place is situated. 

(2) Every officer before whom a licence is produced or to whom 
a licence is delivered under sub-rule (1) shall satisfy himself— 

(cz) that the arms, ammunition or stores correspond with the 
description given in the licence ; and 

(b) that any deficiency is properly accounted for. 

Export. 


Restriction upon 
export by sea of 
cannon and certain 
rifles. 


14. (1) A licence for the export by sea of — 

(а) cannon, or 

(б) rifles, or parts of or fittings for rifles, 


may be granted in Form IV or Form V only by. or with the previous 
sanction of, the, Governor-General in Council : 


Provided that nothing in this rule shall be deemed to limit or 
otherwise affect any power conferred by these rules to grant a 
licence for the export by sea of rifles, or parts of or fittings of rifles 
which, in the opinion of the authority granting the licence are 
intended in good faith for sporting purposes. ’ 

Export by sea of 15. (1) Subject to the provisions of rule 14 

arms, ammunition or a licence for the export by sea of arms ammuni’ 

(al at a Presidency-town or Rangoon— by the Commissioner of 
Police, or 


Dhanushbodi, Tuticorin 


(6) at the port of [Calicut, Earachi, 
or Aden] — by the District M^vgistrate. 

words within brackets were substituted for tho vervn/iT 
‘gahcut, Karachi or Aden*’ by notn. no. F, 21 XL-II-25 dated the 14th Sep. 192^ ^ 
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(2) Save as otherwise provided in sub-rule (3), every licence 
granted under sub^rule (1) shall be for export either — 

(а) to such one of the ports specified in clause (a^ or clause (/)) 
of suh-rule (1), or 

(б) in the case of export from the port of Madras— to such one 
of the ports mentioned in clause (a) of rule 9, or 

(c) in the case of export from the port of Rangoon— to such one 
of the ports mentioned in clause (&) of rule 9, or 

(d) in the case of export from the port of Bombay— to such one 
of the ports mentioned in clause (c) of rule 9, or 

(e) to such other places in his Majesty’s dominions outside 
India, 

as may be specified or described in the licence. 

(3) A licence may be granted at any of the ports mentioned in 
clause (a) or clause (6) of sub-rule (1) for the export by sea of 
saltpetre or lead to the ports of Akyab or Moulmein. 

(4) A copy of every licence of the nature referred to in clauses 
(a), (6), (c) and (d) of sub-rule (2) and in sub-rule (3) shall forthwith 
be sent — 

(a) where the arms, ammunition or stores are consigned to a 
Presidency-town or Rangoon— to the Commissioner of Police, or 

(6) where they are consigned to any other place — to the 
District Magistrate of the district in which such place is situated. 

16. (1) (a) A licence for the export by sea of 
arms, ammunition or military stores from any of 
the ports of Madras, Bombay, Calcutta, Rangoon, 
Calicut, Karachi or Aden to any port in a State 
in India or other foreign territory may be granted 
in Form V by the Governor-General in Council : 

Provided that a licence shall not be granted for export to a 
port on the sea-board of Arabia other than a port in the political 
charge of the Political Resident at Aden or of the Political Resident 
in the Persian Gulf. 

(b) A licence for the export by sea of arms (other than arms 
in respect of which the restriction imposed by rule 14 applies), 
ammunition or military stores may be granted in Form V by any 
of the officers specified in the first column of Schedule V when 
the arms, ammunition or stores are to he exported from a port 
specified in the corresponding entry of the second column to a 
port specified in the corresponding entry of the third column 
thereof, subject in each case to the conditions specified in the 
fourth column. 

(2) A copy of every licence issued under this rule for the 
export of arms, ammunition or military stores to any port in a 
State in India or to any port in the political charge of the Political 
Resident at Aden or of the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf 


Export by sea of 
arms, ammunition or 
military stores from 
certain ports to ports 
in States in India or 
foreign territory. 
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shall forthwith be sent hj the authority granting it to the Political 
Officer or the Political Resident concerned. 

(3) The authority granting a licence under this rule shall also 
send a copy of such licence to the agent or master of the vessel 
by which it is intended that the arms, ammunition or military stores 
covered by the licence shall be shipped, and such agent or master 
shall not receive for despatch any case or package containing arms, 
ammunition or military stores unless such case or package is 
accompanied by the original licence, and shall satisfy himself — 

(а) that the arms, ammunition or stores correspond with the 
description given in such licence, and 

(б) that such licence is identical in substance with the copy 
sent to him. 

(4) Where in any case referred to in sub-rule (3) — 

(a) the case or package is not accompanied by the original 
licence, or 

(b) the arms, ammunition or stores contained therein do not 
correspond with the description given in such licence, or 

(c) the licence is not identical in substance with the copy sent 
to him, 

such agent or master shall not receive the consignment for 
despatch, and shall forthwith inform the nearest Magistrate. 

Export by land or 17. (1) A licence for the export by land 

river of arms, ammu- or river of arms, ammunition or military stores 
nition or military any place outside British India may be granted 
' in Form VI,— 

(а) by the Governor-General in Council, or 

(б) by any of the officers specified in the first column of 
Schedule VI when the arms, ammunition or stores are to be 
exported to a place specified in the corresponding entry of the 
second column, subject in each case to the conditions specified in 
the third column. 

(2) Any licence for the export by land or river of arms, am- 
munition or military stores to a State in India in political relations 
with a Local Government may be granted under the signature of 
a Secretary to such Government, or by such other officer as may be 
empowered by the Governor- General in Council in that behalf. 

(3) Where any arms, ammunition or stores are exported to a 
State in India under a licence granted under this rule by any 
authority other than the Political Officer for such State, a copy 
of sucli licence shall forthwith be sent to such Political Officer. 

(4) Where the arms, ammunition or stores are exported by 
road or river, a copy of the licence shall forthwith be sent to the 
District Magistrate of the District out of which they cross the 
frontier of British India ; and such Magistrate may, in his discretion, 
require the licensee to produce them for his inspection before allo’w- 
ing them to leave the district. 

12 
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(5) (a) Where the arms, ammunition or stores are exported 
by rail, a copy of the licence shall forthwith be sent by the authority 
granting it, — 

(i) in the case of a consignment despatched from a Presidency- 
town or Rangoon — to the Commissioner of Police, and 

(w) in all other cases— to the District Magistrate of the district 
from which the consignment is to be despatched, 

(6) The Commissioner of Police or District Magistrate shall 
forthwith send a copy to the railway authorities at the place from 
which the consignment is to be despatched ; and the railway 
authorities shall not receive for despatch any case or package 
containing arms, ammunition or military stores unless accompanied 
by the original licence, and shall satisfy themselves — 

(1) that the arms, ammunition or stores correspond with the 
description given in such licence, and 

(ii) that such licence is identical in substance with the copy 
sent to them. 

(c) Where in any case referred to in clause (6) — 

(0 the case or package is not accompanied by the original 
licence, or 

(it) the arms, ammunition or stores contained therein do not 
correspond with the description given in such licence, or 

(Hi) the licence is not identical in substance with the copy sent 
to them, 

such authority shall not receive the consignment for despatch, 
and shall forthwith inform the nearest Magistrate. 

(d) Where the arms, ammunition or stores are exported by rail 
to Berar, a copy of the licence shall be attached to the way-bill or 
invoice, as the case may be, and telegraphic advice of every such 
consignment shall be sent by the railway authorities from the for- 
warding to the receiving station. 

18. A certified copy of a licence to import 
from British India into Berar, arms, ammunition 
or military stores, granted under the Berar Arms Rules, 1924, shall 
be deemed to be a licence for export from British India granted 
under these rules. 

19. (1) Where any arms, ammunition or military store are 

Delivery of ex- exported by road or river, the licence shall, 
port licence#. within six days of the arrival of the consign- 

ment in the district out of which it is to cross the 
frontier and before it so crosses, be delivered to the District Magis- 
trate of such district or to such other oflScer as the District Magis- 
trate may appoint for this purpose. 

(2) Every officer to whom a licence is delivered under sub-rule 
(1) shall satisfy himself — 

(а) that the arms, ammunition or stores correspond with the 
description given in the licence, and 

(б) that any deficiency is properly accounted for. 


Export to Berar. 


Buie The figures ‘19^4’* were substituted for the figures *‘1920*’ bv H D. notn 
no. 21-XL-24 dated the 16th July, 1924. ^ 
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NOTES. 

(1) No licence should be granted under rule 17 (3) (Form VI), authorising the 
export of eaunon, without a previous reference to the Government of India as it is 
not intended to alter the existing practice in this respect (Bengal No. 4533-37 P* 
dated the 31st Dec. 1919, and para, 14 of Bengal Rules, IX. P. No. 6448-VI-844 dated the 
31st Dec. 1919, and para. 30 of the U. P. .Rules.) 

(2) In the case of applications for licences for the export of arms and ammuni- 
tion to Indian States from Calcutta received from persons of either of the following 
categories ; — 

(1) Ruling princes and chiefs ; 

(2) Members of their families, nobles and ofdcials of States who have been 
designated in this behalf by the Local Government or Political officer concerned^ 

The Deputy Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, should issue the licences in accor- 
dance with the rules with as little delay as possible. Copies of such licences, should 
be sent to Political officer in due course, as provided by rule 17 (3) of the Indian Arms 
Rules, 1924. (For. D. no 293-G. dated the 5th Feb. 1920, and para. 13 of 
Bengal Rules.) 

(3) Under section 1 (b) of the Indian Arms Act, no licence is necessary for 
the export of arms, ammunition or military stores issued to Indian States from 
British arsenal under the orders of Government. Each consignment, however, should 
be covered by a certificate signed by the officer in charge of the arsenal to the effect 
that it is exported by order of Government under section 1 (b) of the Arms Act. 
(For. D. no. 1816-1., dated the 2ad June, 1890, and no. 293- G., dated the 5th Feb. 1920.) 

(4) All Political officers are authorised to grant licences for the export of arms 
and ammunition from British territory, in reasonable quantities, for personal use to 
the Indian Chiefs under their charge and to any of the nobles and high officials of 
the Indian States to which they are accredited, whom they may consider entitled 
to this privilege. Such licences will, of course, be granted after due enquiry, where 
necessary, and it will be within the discretion of the Local Government to whom 
the Political officers are subordinate to decide whether in particular cases a previous 
reference to them should not be required. The object of this rule is to remove any 
unnecessary difficulties in the way of the supply to chiefs and other persons of rank 
of ordinary sporting ammunition, (For. D. no. 1171 P, dated the 31st Jan. 1S80 and 
no. 759-G., dated the 20th Sep. 1882, and para. 28 of the U. P. Rules.) 

(5) No licence is required for the importation into British India of arms and 
ammunition required for the Govt, of Afghanistan. The procedure to be followed is 
that before a consignment of arms, etc., the property of the Afghan Govt, is given 
passage through an Indian port the Afghan Foreign Minister hands over a detailed 
list of such consignment to the British Minister at Kabul, who communicates the 
particulars to the Govt, of India, and if the transaction is in order, the Govt, of 
India pass them in their turn to the Maritime Govt, concerned for disposal. On 
arrival, the consignment is checked by the Customs authorities in the ordinary 
manner and passage is given, if its details tally with the particulars already furnished. 
In such cases no export licence will be required for the removal of the arms, etc., 
composing the consignment from British India. (For. and Pol. D. no. 1287/147 
Fr. dated the 5th Dec. 1922, and para 9 A. of the Bengal Rules.) 

(6) In respect of arms and ammunitions required for the Nepal Govt, no licence 
is required for their importation into British India and no export licence is required for 
their despatch to Nepal. Consignments received in Calcutta are checked by the 
Customs authorities against the list of arms received from the Govt, of India and the 
packagq^ are sealed in the presence of a Customs Examiner. On receipt of a re- 
quisition from the clearing agents, the Comr. of Police, Calcutta, furnishes an escort 
between the Customs House and the Railway Station. Consignments are booked by 
the railway authorities on production of a certificate from the Collector of Customs 
that the arms, etc., have been imported for the Govt, of Nepal. A description of the 
marks on each package, sufficient to enable it to be readily identified and a general 
statement of contents will be noted by the Collector of Customs on the certi- 
ficate. (Bengal letter no. 2564 PI. dated the 10th July 1929 and para. 9B. of the 
Bengal Rules.) 
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(7) No licence is required for the export of swords and sword-sticks to Indian 
States. (For. and Pol. D. letter no. F. 149 G. dated 4th June 1929, and note to para, 
9 A. of the Bengal Buies.) 

(8) In order that a uniform policy may be followed in respect of grant of 
licences for the possession, purchase and export of arms and ammunition by Ruling 
Princes and Chiefs and their subjects in the States and in British India, Political 
Officers should consult Durbars and explain and secure theiri co-operation in all 
matters of policy. (For. D. letter no. F. 363-G.— 29 dated the 28th Jany. 1939, 
and para 37 A. of the Bengal Buies.) 

(9) It is a matter of the greatest importance that effectual measures should 
be taken to prevent arms exported for retail sale in an Indian State from getting into 
the hands of persons unfit to possess such weapons ; but after a licence for a consign- 
ment has been given, it is practically impossible to secure any control over the 
ultimate disposal of the arms covered by it. It is not, therefore, thought advisable 
that the export of firearms for sale in Indian States should ordinarily be permitted, 
except under the restriction mentioned below. 

Political Officers should be instructed not to give in future certificates of their 
consent to intending importers of arms without first satisfying themselves that the 
arms are actually required for the personal use of some responsible and respectable 
person who would be entitled to possess them under the Arms Act Rules if he were in 
British India. [For D. no. 2735 I. dated the 8th July, 1889.] 


Iitiport and Re-export. 

20. Where a vessel bound for a port other than a port in British 
India calls at any port in British India in the 
Import and te-ex- oourse of its voyage, and there remains for a 

exceeding forty-eight hours, any arms, 
taxy stores. ammunition or military stores in the possession 

of any passenger not exempted from liability to 
take out a licence in respect of such possession, shall be delivered by 
him to the Custom s-Oollector to be detained until the departure by 
sea of such passenger, and it shall not be necessay for such passen- 
ger to take out any licence in respect of arms, ammunition or mili- 
tary stores so delivered and detained. 

Transport, 

21. The transmission by post within the 
Province of Burma, of arms, ammunition or mili- 
tary stores is prohibited. 

22. (l) Save as herein otherwise provided the 
transport of arms, ammunition or military stores 
is prohibited over the whole of British India, 
except under a licence and to the extent and in 
the manner permitted by such licence. 

(2) Nothing in sub-rule (1) shall be deemed to apply— c 

(a) to arms and ammunition transported personally or as 
personal luggage in reasonable quantities for his own use by any 
person lawfully entitled to possess arms or go armed ; 

or, subject to the provisions of rule 39 and save in the case of 
arms or ammunition consigned to any place in the province of 
Ajmer-Merwara from outside the province. 


Prohibidon of trans- 
port by post of arms, 
ammunition or mili- 
tary stores within the 
province of Burma. 

Prohibition of trans- 
port of arms, ammu- 
nition or military 
stores otherwise than 
under licence. 
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(b) to arms, ammunition or military stores which are covered 
by a licence for their export or import and are being transported by 
a licensed dealer in accordance with such licence — 

(0 from the place of despatch in British India to the port or 
other place of export or from the port or other place of import to 
the place of destination ; or 

(ii) by transhipment in the port of import for re-export by 
sea ; or 

(c) to arms, ammunition or military stores transported — 

(0 by any person licensed to possess such articles or 
exempted from the liability to obtain such licence, where such 
articles are transported in reasonable quantities for his own use 
from the premises of a licensed dealer, or are transported for 
purpose of examination or repair to or from any such premises, 
or are transported to any other person so licensed or exempted 
as aforesaid, or 

(iV) by a licensed dealer, where such articles are transported 
in a case or package legibly addressed to such a person as is 
referred to in sub-clause {i), in compliance with an order given by 
such person for the supply of such articles in reasonable quantities 
for his own use. 

Restriction upon ^ licence for the transport of— 

transport of cannon (o) cannon I 

other articles designed for torpedo service, 

(c) war-rockets, or 

id) machinery for the manufacture of arms or ammunition, 
may be granted in Form I only by the Governor-General in Council. 

(2) A copy of every licence granted in accordance with sub-rule 
(1) shall forthwith be sent— 

(а) where the articles are consigned to a Presidency-town or 
Rangoon — to the Commissioner of Police, or 

(б) where they are consigned to any other place — to the District 
Magistrate of the district in which such place is situated. 

24. (1) Save as otherwise provided by rule 23, and subject to the 
Transport of arms, provisions of sub-rule (2) of rule 39, a licence for 
ammunition or miU- the transport of arms, ammunition or military 
ary stores. stores may be granted in Form VII, — 

fa) where the arms, ammunition or stores are consigned from 
a Presidency-town or Rangoon— by the Commissioner of Police ; 

(5)» where they, are consigned from any other place — by the 
District Magistrate of the district in which such place is situated. 

(2) A copy of every licence granted under sub-rule (l) for 
transport beyond the local limits of the authority of the oflScer 
granting it shall forthwith be sent — 

Buie 32, (2) (o). Clause (i) was substituted by H. D. uotn. no. E.— 21-XVIII-— 
dated the ILth June 1924. * 
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(a) where the arms, ammunition or stores are consigned to a 
Presidency-town or Rangoon—to the Commissioner of Police, or 

(b) where they are consigned to any other place — to the District 
Magistrate of the district in which such place is situated. 

(3) A copy of every licence granted under sub-rule (1) by a 
District Magistrate for transport within the limits of his district 
shall forthwith be sent to the subordinate Magistrate (if any) having 
authority at the place to which the arms, ammunition or stores 
are consigned, 

(4) Where the arms, ammunition or stores are transported by 
rail, a copy of the licence shall be attached to the way-bill or 
invoice, as the case may be, and telegraphic advice of every such 
consignment shall be sent by the railway authorities from the 
forwarding to the receiving station; and the consignment shall 
not be taken from the railway premises unless the railway police, 
or, if there are no railway police, the railway authorities, have 
satisfied themselves that the arms, ammunition or stores corres- 
pond with the description given in the licence. 

NOTES. 

(1) See notes under section 10 of the Act, on page 47, ante. 

(2) No licence is required for the removal of ammunition from one magazine or 
warehouse to anotW in the same locality (TJ. P. no. 38-2955, dated the 9th Nov. 1888, 
and para. 20 of the U. P. Rules.) 

(3) No licence is required for the transport of arms and ammunition to their 
place of destination after import when they are despatched forthwith in accordance 
with condition 3 (b) of licence Form II, as rule 22 (2) (6) (1) exempts arms and 
ammunition in this case from the requirement of a transport licence. If the dealer, 
however, imports arms or ammunition and does not despatch them forthwith to 
their places of destination but keeps them in his shop or a warehouse and sells them 
after some time, a separate licence in Form VII will be required for the despatch 
of arms or ammunition for which a fee of Rs. 10 is payable. (Bengal Rules, para. 2,) 

(4) A dealer should not be given a licence in Form VII to cover the transport 
of arms and ammunition which are not even in his possession at the time the 
licence is issued ; nor should he be allowed to spread the despatch of the arms 
covered by the licence over an indefinite period ; under rule 42 (2) of the I, A. Rules 
1924, the licence should not, except for special reasons, be granted for a period 
longer than twice the time occupied in the journey by the route Indicated on the 
licence. On the other hand it is not necessary that he should despatch all the 
articles specified in the licence in one lot ; bub he may only despatch under one 
licence articles which are part of one consignment included in one transaction 
and sent off at or about the same time. In other words licences should be given 
only for definite consignments which are ready or almost ready for despatch at the 
time the licence is issued. Under rule 24 (4) each way-bill or invoice must be accom- 
panied by a copy of the transport licence and it will be for the consignors to 
supply the railways with the necessary copies. (Bengal No, 14813 P,, dated the 
17th Nov. 1917, and para. 15 of the Bengal Rules.) 

(5) Under Buie 22;.2) (6) (i), a licence is no longer required for the transport of 
arms and ammunition to their place of destination immediately after import in accor- 
dance with condition 3 (b) of the licence to import in Form 11. If the -arms or 
ammunition are kept however, for some time in a warehouse or shop before despatch, 
a licence to transport in Form VII is required. (Bengal Rules, para 16.) 


25. (1) The consignee of any arms, ammunition or military 
f. stores transported by land or river under a licence, 

portuL'ncu.° ' shall deliver the licence within six days of the 
arrival of the consignment at its destination — 
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(а) in a Presidency-town or Rangoon — to the Oomtnissioner of 
Police, or 

(&) in any other place — to the District Magistrate of the district 
in which the place of destination is situated, or to such other Magis- 
trate as the District Magistrate may appoint in that behalf. 

(2) Any officer to whom a licence is delivered under sub- 
rule (1) shall satisfy himself — 

(а) that the arms, ammunition or military stores correspond with 
the descriptions given in the licence, and 

(б) that any deficiency is properly accounted for, 

and any subordinate Magistrate, to whom a licence is delivered 
under clause (6) of that sub-rule, shall forward it to the District 
Magistrate. 

Import^ Transport and Re-export. 

Licence for im- Save as Otherwise provided by rules 

port, transport and 23, a Comprehensive licence for the 

re-export of arms, import by sea, land or river, of arms, ammunition 
ammunition and mili- or military stores and for their re-export may be 
tary stores. granted in Form VIII— 

(а) where the arms, ammunition or stores are consigned from 
one Indian State to another separated therefrom by British Indian 
territory— by the Political Officer for either State, 

(б) where they are consigned from any place in one Indian State 
to any other place in the same State separated therefrom by British 
Indian territory — by the Political Officer of such State : 

Provided that nothing in this sub-rule shall apply to import from, 
or export to, Berar. 

(2) («) Where under the authority of the licence granted under 
sub-rule (!', the arms, ammunition or stores are to be transported 
across British Indian territory entirely by rail, a copy of the licence 
shall forthwith be sent by the Political Officer granting it to the other 
Political Officer concerned, and to the railway authorities at the 
place from which the consignment is to be despatched. 

(б) The railway authorities shall not receive for despatch any 
case or package containing arms, ammunition or military stores 
unless accompanied by the original licence and shall satisfy 
themselves — 

(0 that the arms, ammunition or stores correspond with the 
description given in such licence, and 

(ii) that such licence is identical with the copy sent to them. 

(c) Where in any case — 

(0 the consignment is not accompanied by the original licence, or 

(ii) the arms, ammunition or stores contained therein do not 
correspond with the description given in such licence, or 

(in) the licence is not identical with the copy sent to them, 
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the railway authorities shall not receive the consignment for 
despatch and shall forthwith inform the Political ofiScer granting 
the licence. 

(3) Where under the authority, of a licence granted under 
sub-rule (1) arms, ammunition or stores are to be transported across 
British Indian territory and re-exported by road or river — 

(0 a copy of the licence shall forthwith be sent by the Political 
OflScer granting it to the District Magistrate of the district out of 
which the consignment is to cross the frontier of British India into 
the State to which it is exported ; and 

{ii) the licence shall within six days of the arrival of the 
consignment in the district out of which it is to cross the frontier 
of British India into the State to which it is exported, and before 
it so crosses, be delivered to the District Magistrate of such district, 
or to such other officer as the District Magistrate may appoint 
for this purpose. 

(4) Every officer to whom a licence is delivered under 
clause {ii) of sub-rule v3) shall satisfy himself — 

(а) that such licence is identical in substance with the copy 
sent to him under clause (0 of that sub-rule, or to the District 
Magistrate in case he is not the District Magistrate himself ; 

(б) that the arms, ammunition or stores correspond with the 
description given in the licence ; and 

(c) that any deficiency is properly accounted for. 

Notes. — See note (8) and (9) to Rule 19, page 92 ante. 

Export and Re-import, 

27. (1) Save as otherwise provided by rules 5 and 7, a compre- 
hensive licence for the export by sea, land or 
Licence for export river of arms, ammunition or military stores and 
wms?'' re-import where such arms, ammunition 

and military stores. stores are consigned from any place in British 

India to any other place in British India separat- 
ed therefrom by Indian State territory, may be granted in form VIII 
by the licensing authority of either such place, [that is to say, by 
the authority empowered under these rules to grant a licence for 
the export of such arms, ammunition or military stores when 
consigned from, or, as the case may be, for their import, when 
consigned to, such place]. 

Provided that nothing in this sub-rule shall apply to export 
to, or import, from Berar. 

(2) A copy of every licence granted under sub-rule (1) shall 
forthwith be sent by the licensing authority granting it to ttfe other 
licensing authority concerned and also — 

^ (a) Where the arms, ammunition or stores are to be transported 
entirely by rail to the railway authorities at the place from which 
the consignment is to be despatched, and; 

Rule 27 ( 1 ), The words within brackets were added by addenda and corrigenda 
dated the 9th January 192i, vide also notn. no. 829-1-22 dated 27th Dec. 1923, 
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(6) Where the arms , ammunition or stores are to be transported 
by road or river to the District Magistrate of the district into which 
the consignment is to cross the frontier of British India on re- 
importation. 

(3) The railway authorities shall not receive for despatch any 
case or package containing arms, ammunition or military stores 
unless accompanied by the original licence and shall satisfy 
themselves : — 

{a) that the arms, ammunition or stores correspond with the 
description given in such licence, and 

(b) that such licence is identical with the copy sent to them, 

(4) Where in any case — 

(a) the consignment is not accompanied by the original licence, 
or 


(b) the arms, ammunition or stores contained therein do not 
correspond with the description given in such licence, or 

(c) the licence is not identical with the copy sent to them, 

the railway authorities shall not receive the consignment for 
despatch and-shall forthwith inform the nearest Magistrate having 
jurisdiction at the place where the consignment is tendered for 
despatch. 

Note : — Fide Govt, of India orders, contained in No. F. 21 — LXVIII — 24 dated 
the 8th Deo. 1924, in notes (9 — 12) to Rule 7 — regarding re-importation of rifles of 
military pattern, page 82 ante. 


Manufacture and sale, 
28. (1) A licence— 


Manufacture, con- 
version, sale and 
keeping for . sale of 
arms, ammunition or 
military stores. 


(a) in Form IX to manufacture, convert, sell, or 

(b) in Form X to sell and keep for sale any 
arms, ammunition or military stores may, save 
as otherwise provided by sub-rule (2), be 
granted — 


(0 in a Presidency-town or Rangoon — by the Commissioner of 
Police, or 

{ii) in any other place— by the District Magistrate. 


(2) A licence — 

(а) in Form XI to manufacture, convert, sell or keep for sale, or 

(б) in Form XII to sell or keep for sale. 


breech-loading rifles, parts of breech-loading rifles, rifle-ammunition 
or military stores for rifles shall be granted only — 

(0 by the Local Government, or 

Sind, by the Commissioner in Sind. 

(3) The Local Government or, in Sind, the Commissioner in 
Sind may, by licences granted by ifc or him under this rule, authorize 

Rule 28 (2) (h). The words “parts of breech-loading rifles’" were added by 
notn. no. F-21-XIII-26 dated the 22nd July 1926, and in sub-rule (3) (on page 1‘8) the 
words “pistols and revolvers of *441, *455 or any intermediate bore” were substituted 
for the words “pistols and revolvers of *450 bore” by notn. no. F.-21-XXX-23 dated the 
23rd, April. 1924. 
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selected dealers to sell and keep for sale a specified amount of 
ammunition for rifles of ‘303 or of '450 bore and for pistols and 
revolvers of ‘441, ‘455 or any intermediate bore. 

Provided that the licensee shall not sell from his stock to any 
person who does not hold — 

(а) a licence to possess such ammunition, or 

(б) a licence for the export of balled ammunition to a State in 
India granted by a Political Officer empowered, under sub-rule (1) 
of rule 16 or sub-rule (1) of rule 17, to grant licences for export 
to such State. 

(4) Every Magistrate and every Police-officer not below the 
rank of Inspector, or, if the Local Government so directs, of Sub- 
Inspector, may, within the local limits of his authority, — 

(fl) enter and inspect any premises in which arms, ammunition 
or military stores are manufactured, converted, sold, or kept for 
sale, and 

(6) examine the stock and accounts of receipts and sale or 
arms, ammunition or military stores. 


NOTES. 

(1) The selected dealers referred to, shall not be permitted to keep in stock at 
any cne time more than 25000 rounds, collectively, of the ammunition for rifles of 
prohibited bores and their books will be open to inspection and their sales liable 
^ comparison with the number of licences for possession issued to individuals. 
This 25000 rounds mentioned is not an annual quantity, tfut the maximum quantity 
of ammunition of the prohibited bores which any dealer can be permitted to hold 
at any one time. This quantity is the collective total of the three kinds of 
ammunition. (H. D. letters no. 806, dated the 20th Feb. 1901 and no. 5672 dated 
the 18th Oct. 1901.) 

(2) Dealers in arms will be responsible if they merely rely on such inquiries 
to satisfy themselves of the legal authority of any intending purchasers. They are 
similarly not properly discharging their obligation if they send by post arms to 
any person who professes himself entitled to possess them. They must make due 
inquiries, in all oases of sales, and must in all cases where they have not already 
sufficient ^toof that the purchaser is legally entitled to purchase, obtain 
sufficient proof by further inquiry. (H. D. letter no. 2964, dated the 11th Aug. 1909. 
and Madras K. and 0). 

(3) Whenever a licence to carry arms is given to any person who appears 
to be travehing bona fide for the purpose of trade, a note should be made on the 
licence of the number of persons accompanying such person, and he should be 
given distinctly to understand that should his followers be augmented at any time, 
or should he Join any other company or gang, his licence would be at once* 
liable to cancellation [U. P. no. 85. dated the 12th July. 1875, No. 2550 VI— 827 
dated the 17th Dec. 1886 and para. 46 of the U P. Rules.] 

(4) The weapons of American manufacture known as the ‘Tthaca Auto and 
Burglar gun and ‘ H and R. Handy gun” should be classed as pistols and all 
restrictions in force with regard to revolvers and pistols should apply to these 
weapons which may therefore be lawfully possessed only by persons holding 
pistol and revolver licences (H. D. letters nos. F-21‘58-27 and F-21-X:rX!/r-29 
dated respectively the 20th Oct. 1927 and 9th July 1929). 

Licences in forms IX and X should not include revolvers manufactured out 
of India or magazine pistols unless the licensees have secured special authorization 
required by condition 11 of the forms. (H. D. no. 21-VII«2 dated the 12th March 1929 
and para. 66 A. of the Bengal Rules). 

(6) Exempted persons who are already in possession of rifles of *303 or of *450 
boie and pistols and revolvers of -441, -455 or any intermediate bore and require to 
obtain ammunition for their use should take out licences, under proviso 28(3) of this 
rule, which will be granted free of Meenoe fee. (H. B. no. 905 dated the 20th February 
1901 and para. 33A of the Bengal Rules.) ^ 


Rule 28 (3 ) — Vide footnote on page 97. 
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Keeping for safe custody. 

29, A licence fco keep for safe custody fire-arms and ammunition 
Licence to keep for deposited by their owners for that purpose may 
safe custody fire-arms be granted in Form XIII to the holder of a licence 
and ammunition. Form IX, Form X, Form XI, or Form XII— 

(n) in a Presidency town or Rangoon — by the Commissioner 
of Police, or 

(6) in any other place — ^by the District Magistrate or by any 
Sub-divisional Magistrate specially empowered by the Local Govern- 
ment in that behalf. 

Possession. 


30. (1) A licence for the possession of — 


Restriction upon 
possession of cannon 
and certain other 
articles. 


(a) cannon, 

(b) articles designed for torpedo service, 

(c) war rockets, or 

(d) machinery for the manufacture of arms or 


ammunition 


may be granted in Form I only by the Governor-General 
in Council. 

(i) A copy of every licence granted under sub-rule (1) shall 
forthwith be sent — 

(a) where the articles are to be kept in a Presidency-town or 
Rangoon— to the Commissioner of Police, or 

(b) where they are to be kept in any other place — to the District 
Magistrate of the district in which such place is situated. 


NOTES. 

(1) A licence granted to a Maharaja for the possession of cannon should be 
regarded as a licence granted in favour personally of the Maharaja who holds the 
title at the time the licence is issued, and it is necessary for the licence to be renewed 
in the case of each succeeding title-holder, (H. D. letter No. 1490, dated the 2nd 
July 1898). 

(2) No fee is prescribed for the licence to import, export, transport or possess 

“cannon” Vide (Licence Form no. 1.) p » ^ » p p » 


31. Save as otherwise provided by rule 30, a licence for the 
Possession of arms, possession only of arms, (other than pistols or 
ammunition or mili- revolvers), ammunition or military stores may 
tary stores. granted in Form XIV — 

(a) in a Presidency-town or Rangoon — by the Commissioner 
of Police, or 

(b) in any other place — by the District Magistrate or by any 
Sub-divisional Magistrate specially empowered by the Local Govern- 
ment in that behalf. 


32. A licence for the possession and use of fire-arms, for the 
Licence for the purposes of target practice, by the members of 
possession and use of any military mess or of any club or association 
firearms for purposes may, with the sanction of the Local Government 
of target practice. granted in Form XV in the name of the mess, 

club or association — 
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(а) in a Presidency-town or Rangoon — by the Commissioner 
of Police, or 

(б) in any other place— by the District Magistrate or by any 
Sub-divisional Magistrate specially empowered by the Local 
Government in that behalf. 


Possesdon and going armed. 


Possession of arms 
and ammunition and 
going armed for 
sport, protection or 
display. 


33. (1) Save as otherwise provided by rule 30, 
a licence for the posses?sion of arms and ammuni- 
tion in reasonable quantities for going armed for 
the purposes of sport, protection or display may 
be granted in Form XVI, or Form XVI, A. 


(a) In Madras and Bombay —by the Commissioner of Police ; 
in Calcutta— ’by the Deputy Commissioner of Police at head- 
quarters ; and 

in Rangoon — by the Assistant Commissioner of Police, Rangoon. 


(b) in any other place— by the District Magistrate or by any 
Sub-divisional Magistrate specially empowered by the Local 
Government in that behalf ; and 


(c) in the case of a person residing in a State in India — by the 
Political oflScer for such State ; 


Provided that— 

O') no licence shall be granted for the possession of such rifles, 
pistols or revolvers as are specified in clause (u) of sub-rule 

(1) of rule 7 or of ammunition for rifles of *303 or ‘450 bore or for 
pistols or revolvers of '441, *455 or any intermediate bore, 

(it) no licence shall be granted in respect of balled ammunition 
for rifles of ‘303 or "450 bore or for pistols or revolvers of *441, *455 
or any intermediate bore, unless the authority grantingthe licence 
is satisfied that such rifle is lawfully possessed by the owner thereof 
for sporting purposes, or that such pistol or revolver has been 
lawfully imported into British India, as the case maybe, and the 
amount of balled ammunition which such licensee may possess 
during the period of twelve months next ensuing shall he entered 
in the licence. 


(2) Any licence granted under sub-rule (1) may be made valid 
by the licensing authority as follows : — 

(а) throughout the province in which it is granted or any 
specified part thereof, or throughout British India, and 

(б) when granted by a Political Officer under clause (c) of that 
sub-rule, throughout the whole or any specified part of British India. 

(3) Any such licence having effect outside the Province in 
which it is granted shall be granted subject to any restrictions 


jRuie S3 (1). After the word and figures “Form XVI*’ the word and figures “or 
XVL A” were added by H. D. notn. no, F,— 11— XX.— 27 dated the 26th Feh. 1929, 
Clause (a) of this sub-rule was revised in its present form by notn. no. F.-21. 
5QCX.— 23 dated the 23rd April 1924, and provisos (i) and (ii) by notn, no. F. 21. 53/27 
dated the 11th April 1928. 



The Indian Aems Rules. 


101 


[Role 33 ] 


which may be imposed by any general or special order of a Local 
Government in regard to its own province. 

(4) The District Magistrate, South Arcot, may, cm the 
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of the French 
Settlements in India, endorse a licence granted in Pondicherry tor 
the possession of arms and ammunition or for going armed as valid 
for a period, not exceeding one year, throughout British India 
or any specified part thereof, and such licence shall, when so 
endorsed, be deemed for such period to be a licence granted under 

sub-rule (1). „ . . , -r, t l 

(5) A licence granted under rule 20 of the British Beluchistan 
Arms Rules, 1927, may be countersigned by the _ Secretary to the 
Chief Commissioner, British Beluchistan, as valid throughout the 
whole or any specified part of British India, and if so countersigned, 
shall be deemed to be a licence granted under this rule. 


NOTES. 

(1) See para 8 of the “Explanation of Rules** page 29 ante, 

(2) See notes to Rule 7, on page 83, ante, 

(3) The following instructions will be observed by the military authorities in 
respect of the private arms of British and Indian ranks. Applications from soldiers 
received direct by District Magistrates should be returned to be forwarded in accord- 
ance with this procedure. 

British and Indian soldiers who are itill serving. —Commanding officers will call 
for descriptive returns of ail private arms in possession of the warrant and non- 
commissioned officers and men of their units.— Nominal rolls will then be prepared 
of soldiers of good character whose exemption from the payment of licence fees is 
recommended. — An application, accompanied by a copy of the nominal roll and full 
description of the private arms, will then be submitted to the civil authorities 
concerned for the issue of the necessary licences. 

Indian soldiers about to be transferred to the pension establishment or the 
reserve.— In the event of a soldier wishing to keep his private arms, after leaving 
the colours, he should be required to fill in, in duplicate, a form giving full descriptions 
of the arms in respect of which he desires exemption from payment of licence fees, — 
The commanding officer will endorse his recommendation on both copies of the form 
and will make over one copy to the soldier and despatch the other direct to the 
civil officer concerned. 

British and Indian pensioners and reservists — will apply for exemption from 
payment of licence fees through their commanding officers. — In the case of British 
ranks, the com manding officer will be as defined in the “Indian Addendum to the 
Regulations for the Army Reserve, 1911.*’ — In the case of Indian ranks, the 
applioations should be submitted through the officer commanding their late unit, 
or depot, if unit is on field service. (H. D. Ho. 1898 dated the 11th Oct. 1920 and 0, P. 
R. and 0., para 14.) 

(4) I. A. O. 303 of May 1928.— Arms Licences for serving Soldiers. Instances 
of the indiscriminate issue of recommendations by Officers Commanding Indian 
Units for the grant of arms licences to serving soldiers, particularly in Districts 
where large numbers of such men resid e, have been brought to the notice of the 
Government of India. This has caused considerable embarrassment to the Civil 
authorite^ responsible for the issue of licences. In many districts it is imperative 
to restrict the number of licences granted, cither because the total number of 
licenced weapons in the district is already excessive, or for other reasons. 
Consequently, if the number of recommendations by Commanding Officers is 
excessive, it becomes impossible for the Civil authorities to give such recommenda- 
tions the consideration to which they would normally be entitled. 


Rule 33, sub-rule (4) was amended by notns. nos. D. 875 of the 30th April 
1924, and F.— 21 — LVI— 24 of the 18th Sep, 1924. and sub-rule 15) was added by notn. 
no. F.-21-42-27 dated the 16th Aug. 1927. 
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Commanding Officers must, therefore, take particular care in the issue of 
recommendations for licences to soldiers, each case being dealt with on its merits. 
Such recommendations will be made on a definite form signed by the Officer 
Commanding the Unit at the time, and contain a certificate that the officer is 
satisfied that the arms are genuinely required for sporting purposes or the protection 
of crops. 

2. It has also been represented that in certain cases firearms of prohibited bore 
have been presented by Commanding Officers to serving soldiers and Indian Officers 
without any intimation to this effect being sent to the Civil authorities concerned. 

The rules on the subject of the disposal of arms are contained in para, 1, of 
Appendix III, Eegulations for the Army in India. On such presentation being 
proposed, full details, with the amount of ammunition, will be sent to the Deputy 
Commissioner of the District in which the Indian Officer or soldier resides, and actual 
presentation will not be made until the proposed recipient is in possession of a 
licence to carry the weapon in question. 

(5) The possesiion of Government arms and ammunition is prohibited . — vide 
conditions of licence forms, and also the following extracts from the letter of the 
H. D, no. 848 dated the 6th May, 1896 : — 

1. Troops in India are constantly subject to thefts of arms of precision, and 
as these arms are of little or no use without their special ammunition, it is considered 
by the military authorities highly important to prevent such ammunition from 
becoming generally available. 

It is evident, however, that in oases in which it may be desired to prosecute 
for the illicit possession of Government arms and ammunition, the onus of 
proving that such arms and ammunition, are the property of the State, 
will lie with Government, unless, it can be shown that they bear a well-known 
distinguishing mark. It appeared, therefore, to the Government of India necessary 
that some easily recognizable Government mark should be stamped upon all Govern- 
ment arms and small-arms and machine-gun ammunition, whether manufactured 
in England or in India, and also * * that Government arms which 

have been sold or given away should be suitably marked so as to show that they 
have ceased to be the property of Government. 

2. It has been arranged with the Secretary of State for India that in the 
case of small-arm and machine-gun ammunition manufactured in England for use 
in India each cartridge will in future be stamped with the Government mark on 
the base. Arms obtained from the War Office in England bear the mark 

and those provided by India Office, London, are marked^ft. I am to append 
statements* containing complete information as to the distinguishing Govern- 
ment marks on Government arms and ammunition whether manufactured in 
England or in India. All arms which are sold or given away, and which thus 
cease to be the property of Government, will be distinguished from Government 
arms by bearing the mark of inverted arrows together with the Arsenal monogram 
and date of issue in the places indicated at the end of the last statement. 

3. Instructions should be now issued to district and other local authorities 
with a view to the prosecution, under the provisions of the Indian Arms Act, 1878, 
of persons who may be in possession of arms and ammunition which are the 
property of Government. 

(6) The issue and renewal of licences for pistols and revolvers must be kept 
in the hands of District Magistrate himself and never be delegated to subordinates. 
In dealing with applications for licences for pistols and revolvers it must be under- 
stood that such licences are not to be given or renewed without adequate reason. 
For the purpose of legitimate defences a smooth-bore gun charged with buckshot 
would be equally, if not more, effective on almost every occasion. New licences 
for pistols and revolvers will be granted only in cases of real necessity and to 
persons of approved character ; in each case the District Magistrate shall at the 
time of issue record his reason for granting the licence. And no licence should be 
renewed unless the weapon is produced before and passed by the District Magistrate. 
Magazine and repeating pistols must be classed as revolvers.— (Bengal no. 659— 6CP. 
dated the 20th May 1909, extended to Eastern Bengal under Circular no. 826 — 
30 P. of the 28th Feb. 1913 and H. D. no. 2125 0, dated the 21st March 1919 and para 58 
of the Bengal Eules.) 

I * The statements referred to are published on pages 160-180 of the Burma 
Arms Manual, Edn. 1926.] 
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(7) Revolvers and pistols may be possessed only by persons of good character 

who can satisfy the licensing authority as to the need for such weapons. ^ No fresh 
licences for such weapons should be granted unless^ the licensing authority is satisfied 
that the weapons are really necessary ; but existing licences should ordinarily be 
renewed. [IT. P. no. 23/VI— 844, dated the 2nd Jan. 1920, no. 2440/VI— 844. dated 
the 5th Afay. 1920 and Rule 42 of U. P. Rules.] , 

(8) Certain patterns of guns of American manufacture should be classed as 
pistols — Vide notes (4) and (5) to rule 28, page 98, ante, 

(9) With reference to sub-rule (3) of rule 33, it is directed that holders 
of licences in Form XVI, granted, in other provinces, and having effect in 
the Punjab, shall, upon entering any district in the Punjab send their licences 
to be endorsed by the District Magistrate, and shall inform him^ of the period of 
their stay in his district ; provided that, when the period spent in any district does 
not exceed fourteen days, no endorsement shall be necessary. No fee shall be 
payable in respect of any endorsement made in accordance with this order. 
(Punjab no, 1821 dated the 5th March 1924.) 

(10) In cases where a licence-holder is transferred or removes his residence 
from one district or area to another during the period for which his licence is valid, 
the licence should not he cancelled, but the officer who granted the licence should, 
if there be no objection and, if necessary, after making a reference to the other 
district, endorse the licence under rule 33 -.2) (a), so as to make it valid for the 
district to which the licensee is transferred or has removed, no extra fee being 
charged for such endorsement. (H. D. no. 1633, dated the 6th July 1921, Bengal 
no. 3605—10 FI. dated the 2?th October 1921, and para, 59 of Bengal Rules). 

(11) When an application for a licence is made in a district other than that in 
which the applicant is domiciled or has his principal residence, the Magistrate should 
consult the Magistrate of the other district before passing orders on the application. 
(Bengal no. 1213 PI. dated the 16th March 1922, and para, 60 of Bengal Rules.) 

(12) Licences in form XVI for possession and going armed may be freely made 
valid throughout British India under rule 33 (2) in the esse of persons who require 
the endorsement. Holders of All-India licences should be reminded, when such 
licence is granted, of their liability to any restrictions which may be imposed by any 
Local Government in regards to its own province under rule 33 (3) The Government 
of Bengal have decided not to impose for the present any restrictions on all-India 
licences granted by other provinces. (Bengal Rules, para 6Z). 

(13) A single licence should ordinarily be issued for all weapons issued in the 
name of one person. The licensing authority may, however, issue more than one 
licence for different weapons, in cases where a single licence would cause inconveni- 
ence. eg., a licence to a zamindar for arms kept at different Kacheris, (Bengal 
Rules, para 63). 

(14) The attention of the District Officers is drawn to Forms XVIII and XIX 
which are specially intended to provide for the needs of cultivators who desire to 
keep arms bo defend their lives and their crops from wild beasts. District Officers 
should issue licences in Forms XVIII and XIX when the guns are really needed 

the purpose of destroying wild animals, Form XVI being used in other oases 
where no other form is specially applicable. Advantage should be taken of oppor- 
tunities to convert licences in Form XVI to licences in Forms XVIII and XIX 
when possible and appropriate licences in Form XIX should be issued with 
liberality for the protection of crops in places where they are damaged by wild 
animals. In drawing the attention of the District Officers to the special purposes 
for which licence in Forms XVIII and XIX are designed, it is not intended to place 
undue restrictions on the grant of licences in Form XVI for the purpose of protection 
of life and property. 

NOTia : — (Form XVIII specifically requires the production of the weapon before 
a Magistrate and this form and form XIX restrict the use of arms to a particular 
place or ^rea. Neither form has a space for renewal and, on expiry, a fresh licence 
is to be granted. All sub-divisional officers [in Bengal] are empowered to issue fresh 
licences in foi*ms XVIII and XIX to holders of licences in these forms, the validity 
of which has expired. Applications from persons who have not previously held 
such licences or whose licences have been cancelled should be disposed of by District 
Magistrates. [Bengal letter no. 4420 PI. dated the 15bh Aug. 1927 order no. 692 dated 
the 20 Feb. 1928 and para. 64 Bengal Rules.) 

(15) A licence for a double-barrel breech-loading, 12-bore shot gun should not 
cover weapons of the type of the “Paradox,” “Explora” and “Fauneta” ball and shot 
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gun, as they are rifled for two inches from the muzzle. Such weapon should not be 
regarded as smooth-bore guns and should not be sold to holders of licences unless the 
terms of the licence expressly include rifles. (H. D- no. F. 23-X dated the 2nd May 
1923, Bengal no. 10675.77 P., dated the lOfch Sep. 1915 and para 65 Bengal Rules 
and U, Rules, para. 58.) 

(16) When a licence is granted to enable a licensee to purchase a gun or a rifle 
it should be stated in the licence whether the weapon which it is intended to cover is— * 

(1) non-repeating or 

(i) repeating but not automatic or 

(3) automatic. 

On a licence for a pistol it should be stated whether the weapon is or is not 
automatic. Licensed dealers should be instructed not to sell automatic repeating 
guns or repeating rifles such as the Winchester, unless the terras of the [licence 
expressly cover such weapon, (Bengal latter no. 2126 P. dated 13th July 1916, 
and no. 3601-3633 PI. dated the 16th July 1928. and para 66 of Bengal Rules.) 

(17) The weapons of American manufacture known as the Ithaca Auto and 
Burglar gun” and “H- and R. Handy gun” should be classed as pistols, and all 
restrictions in force with regard to revolvers and pistols should apply to these 
weapons, which may therefore be lawfully possessed only by persons holding pistol 
or revolver licences. (H. I>. nos. F. 21-58-27 and F-21 XXXIV-29 dated, respectively 
the 20th Oct. 1927 and 9th July 1929). Licensed dealers should be instructed not to 
sell these weapons unless the terms of licence expressly cover them (Bengal nos. 3521 
3548 PI. dated the 3rd. Sep. 1929 and para. 67 A. of Bengal Rules.) 

(18) Licences for the possession of automatic magazine guns, such as the five- 
shot automatic Browning gun should not be issued with the same facility as for 
ordinary single-barrelled guns, but should only be granted to persons who would be 
considered fit to possess superior weapons, such as a sporting rifle. In issuing 
licences for these guns which, should be on Forms issued for ordinary single-barrelled 
breech-loading guns, it is essential that the description of the guns, should be clearly 
entered thus Browning automatic five-shot. Winchester guns should be dealt 
with in the same way. (Bengal no. 1732 P., dated the 24th March 1919, and 
para. 67 of Bengal Rules) . 


34, (i) Save as otherwise provided by rule 30, a licence may be 
Temporary licence granted in Form XVII to a bona fide traveller 


for possession of arms 
and for going armed 
by bona fide travel- 
lers. 


proceeding from a port of arrival in British India 
to his place of destination and for the possession 
of arras and ammunition in reasonable quantities 
during the period occupied in so proceeding and 
for going armed during such period — 

(a) if the port of arrival is a Presidency-town or Rangoon — by 
the Commissioner of Police, and < 

{b) in any other cases— by the District Magistrate or by any 
other officer specially empowered by the Local Government in that 


behalf : 

Provided that — 

(а) no licence shall be granted for the possession of such rifles, 
pistols or revolvers as are specified in clause (a) of sub-rule (i) of 
rule (7), or of ammunition for rifles of ’303 or '450 bore or for pistols 
or revolvers of “441, *455 or any intermediate bore. 

(б) no licence shall be granted in respect of balled ammunition 
for rifles of *303 or *450 bore or for pistols and revolvers of *441 
*455 or any intermediate bore unless the authority granting the 
licence is satisfied that such rifle is lawfully possessed by the owner 


Rule S4, (1), clause {b) was revised by H. D. notn. no. F"2i-XXVI-24 dated the 23d. 
Aprm924, and provisos (a) and (b) were amended by notii. no.! F-21- 53-27 dated the 
11th April 1928. 
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thereof for sporting purposes or that such pistol or revolver has been 
lawfully imported into British India, as the case may be. 

(2) A copy of every licence granted under sub-rule (1) shall 
forthwith be sent — 

(a) where the licensee’s place of destination is a Presidency- 
town or Rangoon to the Commissioner of Police, 

(&) where his place of destination is elsewhere in British India 
or Berar— to the District Magistrate of the district in which such 
place is situated, 

(c) where his place of destination is in an Indian State — to the 
Political Officer for such State. 

(3) Any officer to whom a copy of such licence has been sent 
under sub-rule (2), shall satisfy himself when necessary that the 
licensee has complied with condition 6 entered on the form of 
licence. 


NOTES 

(1) In this rule a new Form of licence (XVII) has been introduced permitting 
a hona fide traveller proceeding from a port of arrival in British India to his place of 
destination to possess arms and ammunition-in reasonable quantity during the period 
of the journey. Passengers who had no permanent licence for their arms must 
produce this temporary iicence on board when they will be permitted to land with 
the arras failing which the arms will be taken possession of by Collector of Customs 
and returned to the passenger on his obtaining a licence in this form from the Com- 
missioner of Police and presenting it at the Customs Office in accordance with the 
preceding rule. With a view to obtaining this temporary licence before landing 
it is desirable that passengers should furnish their agents with full particulars of the 
arms they are bringing with them, and instruct them to obtain the necessary licence 
from the Commissioner of Police and meet the boat with this licence. When possible 
the Commissioner of Police will arrange for an officer authorised to issue these 
licences to meet incoming vessels, but this facility is not guaranteed. (Bengal 
iiules, para 4.) 

(2) See also para. 15 of Arms Committee’s recommendation, (page 8), para. 11 
of Home Dept. rosn. dated the 30th ITov. 1923 (page 23) and para. 13 of “Explanation 
of Rules” (p^ge 31). 


35. A licenca for the possession of arms and ammunition 
Possession of arms for going armed for the destruction of wild 

and ammunition, and animals which do injury to human beings or 
going armed for the cattle may be granted in Form XVIII by the 
animals?^*^ District Magistrate or by B.ny Sub-divisional 

Magistrate specially empowered by the Local 
Government in that behalf. 


36. A licence for the possession of arms and ammunition 
Possession of arms and for going armed for the destruction of wild 
and ammunition and animals which do injury to crops or cattle may be 
going armed for the granted in Form XIX by the District Magistrate 
protection of crops. Sub-divisional Mao:istrate specially 

empowered by the Local Government in that behalf: 

Provided that such licence — 

(а) shall only be granted to bona fide cultivators ; and 

(б) shall be valid only in the place or area specified in the 
licence by the licensing officer. 
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[Rule 37] 


BOTES. 

(1) In order to cover the cases of Government arm^ which in some provinces 
it may be the custom to lend to private persons for the destruction of wild animals 
or for any other reason, a note giving the distinguishing marks and description of 
arms lent should be made in the licence. (H D. no. 537 dated the 16th March 1894.) 

(:3) Vide note (14) to rule 33 on page 101 ante. 


Going «med on. . 37. (1) A licence for going armed on a 

journey, 30 urney la or through any province may be 

granted in Form XX — 

(a) in a Presidency-town or Rangoon — by the Commissioner of 
Police ; 

(b) in any other place — by the district Magistrate or by any 
Sub-divisional Magistrate specially empowered by the local Govern- 
ment in that behalf, or 

(c) in the case of a person residing in a State in India — by the 
Political Officer for such State. 

{^) Where a Commissioner of Police or District or Sub-divisional 
Magistrate receives an application for a licence of the nature referred 
to in sub-rule (l) from any person who — 

(а) is not resident within the local limits of his authority, or 

(б) is not personally known to him, 

he shall, before granting the licence, ascertain — 

(i) when the applicant resides in a presidency-town or Rangoon — 
from the Commissioner of Police ; 

(iO when the applicant resides in another place in British India 
or Berar— from the District Magistrate of the district in which such 
place is situated, or 

(m) when the applicant resides in a State in India— from the 
Political Officer for such State, 

whether there is any objection to the grant of the licence unless, 
for reasons to be recorded, he considers this precaution to be 
unnecessary. 

{ 8 ) A licence granted under rule 21 of the British Baluchistan 
Arms Rules, 1927, may he countersigned, by the Secretary to the 
Chief Commissioner, British Baluchistan, as valid throughout the 
whole, or any specified part of British India, and if so countersigned, 
shall be deemed to be a licence granted under this rule. 


NOTES. 

(1) There are possibilities of danger in allowing a general licence to carry arms 
to be granted in these forms to the retainers of licence-holders as without an obligation 
on the part of the officer granting the licence to specify the names and description of 
the retainers so covered. These forms were accordingly amplified in order to ensure 
that the names of all retainers with such particulars as were necessary for this 
identification are entered in every licence, (Statement of Charges, 1909.) 

EuleSl. The word “armed” between the words ‘'going” and “on a journey** 
was inserted by addenda and corrigenda dated the 9th January, 1924. 

Itule S7. Sub-rule (3) was added by notn. no. F-2142-27 dated the 16th Aug. 1927, 
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(3) The quantity of ammunition which a licensee may possess should in every case 
be entered in column 3 of the licence ; but the quantity thus entered represents the 
maximum which the licensee may possess at any one time. In respect of this point 
it appears that * * * * are in error in supposing that the entry of a given quantity 
of ammunition in column 3 of the licence represents the absolute maximum which a 
licensee may possess throughout the year. (India no. 4108 dated the 1st Nov. 1909.) 
See also notes under Eule 33, page 107 ante. 


Possession and Import or Transport 


38. (1) A licensed dealer authorized by the Local Government or 
the Commissioner in Sind under sub-rule (3) of 
rule 28 to sell and keep for sale a specified 
amount of balled ammunition for rifles of *303 or 
of *450 bore and for pistols and revolvers of *441, 
*455 or any intermediate bore may be permitted — 


Possession by dea- 
lers of certain balled 
ammunition with 
liberty to import 


(а) in a Presidency-town or Rangoon — ^by the Commissioner of 
Police; 

(б) in any other plaoe—by the District Magistrate, 
to import such ammunition up to such amount. 

(^) Where application is made under sub-rule (f) for permis- 
sion to import balled ammunition, the dealer shall produce his 
licence and if permission is granted, the authority granting it shall 
endorse on the licence the quantity of balled ammunition for which, 
and the date on which, such permission was granted. 


Application for and grant of. Licences. 


Previous sanction in 
certain cases. 


39. (l) Save as provided by rule 26, a licence, 
having effect beyond the local limits of the 
authority of the oflSlcer granting it, shall not be 
granted— > 


(a) for the export of any arms, ammunition or military stores 
to a State in India without the previous sanction of the Political 
Officer for such State, or to any place in Berar without the previous 
sanction of the Magistrate of the district in which such place is 
situated : 

Provided that the previous sanction of such Political Officer 
shall not be necessary in cases where the consignee is— 


(*■) a Ruling Prince or Chief : 

{ii) a gazetted officer in civil employ or an officer holding His 
Majesty’s commission in his Majesty’s military or air forces ; 

(itt) member of the family of a Ruling Prince or Chief or a 
noblG or 3.n official of a Stat© in India who has bsQii dosignatGu in 
this bQhalf by the Local Government or Political Officer concerned, 


or 

[iv) one of the persons or a person belonging to one of the 
classess of persons specified in Schedule I, 

and the consignment is intended for the personal use only of the 
consignee ; or 


Rule 38 (1), was amended by nota. no. 


), F. 21-XXX-23 dated the 23rd April 1920. 
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(6) for the import or transport of any arms ammunition or 
milUary stores — 

(0 to a Prosidency-town or Rangoon without the previous 
sanction of the Commissioner of Police ; or 

{ii) to any other place in British India, without the previous 
sanction of the District Magistrate of the district in which such 
place is situated; or 

(iii) to any port within the political charge of the Political 
Resident at Aden or the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, 
without the previous sanction of such Political Resident. 

{^) Save by the Commissioner of Police in a Presidency-town 
or Rangoon, a licence shall not be granted under rule 3’4 for the 
transport of any breech-loading rifle or balled ammunition to any 
place in — 

(a) the North-West Frontier Province, or 

(6) the Rawalpindi, Dera Ghazi Khan, Mianwali or Attock 
Districts of the Punjab, without the previous sanction of the local 
Government, 

(.5) The previous sanction referred to in this rule may be 
obtained either — 

(d) by the applicant for the licence, or, 

(b) by the officer to whom application for the grant of such 
licence is made. 

(4) Where the previous sanction is sought by the officer to 
whom application for the grant of the licence is made, he shall send 
a copy of the proposed licence to the authority whose previous 
sanction is required, andf on receipt of the reply of such authority, 
he shall either grant the licence or inform the applicant that his 
application is refused. 


NOTES. 

v> longer necessary that the previous consent of the 

Folitical officer should be obtained m cases where arms and ammunition ordered from 
the towns ®{^adras, ^mbay and Calcutta are exported to an Indian State under a 
licence granted by the Commissioners of Police, Madras and Bombay, and the Deputy 
Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, for the personal use of— (1) a Kuling Prince or 
Chief, or a member of his family or a noble or an official of his State who may 
be designated m this behalf by the k Government or Political Officer concerned. 
The Commissioners of Police, Madras and Bombay and the Deputy Commissioner of 
however, required under rule 17 (3) of the Arms Rules to send to 

pritwp P licences issued by them, to 

enable a dheck on the import of arms and ammunition to be exercised. The list of 
persons who have been designated in the United Provinces under this rule is 

dated ?he 5 \hFeCy^ 92 o 3 ° Orders (For D. no. 293 ^. 

40. il) Every person who wishes to obtain a licence under these 
Applications for shall apply in writing, thi’ough the mediuin 

post oface or otherwise at his option, to the 
1 - j 1 . 11 ■ authority empowered to grant such 

hcence and shall in such application furnish all such particulars as 
may be necessary to enable such licence to be granted • 
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Provided that an application on behalf of a person subject to the 
provisions of the Indian Army Act, 1911, shall be made to the 
authority so empowered in respect of the place where such person 
permanently resides. 

[Where, however, such person has his permanent home outside 
British India the application should be made through his command- 
ing officer to the licensing officer of the district in which he is for 
the time being serving.] 

(l?) Without prejudice to the generality of sub-rule (1) every 
person applying for a licence — 

(a) for the import by land or river, 

(t>) for the export, or, 

(c) for the transport, 

of any arms, ammunition or military stores shall specify in bis 
application — 

(0 the place of destination, 

(ii) the route, 

(m) the time likely to be’ occupied in the journey, and 

(iv) the quantity, description and price of each kind of arms, 
ammunition or stores in respect of which the licence is required and 
the purpose for which they are intended, 

(S) Where the grant of the licence requires the previous sanction 
of some other authority specified in rule 39, the application shall 
state whether such previous sanction has been obtained ani if so, 
shall be supported by evidence thereof. 


NOTES. 

As some doubt seems to exist whether applications for licences under the Indian 
Arms Act may still be sent through ofiBcers in charge of police stations, the Govern- 
ment desire to explain that the executive instructions appended to G. 0. No. 2577, 
Judicial, dated 23rd November 1914, which empower Police Station House officers to 
receive applications for arms licences have not be cancelled by the issue of the Arms 
Act Rules of 1920, It is not compulsory that applications should be sent through 
officers in charge of police stations, nor is it incumbent on District Magistrates to 
consult the police before granting or refusing a licence. There is however no objection 
to the sending of an application through the officer in charge of a police station. 
(Madras No. 268 J., dated 11th July 1921). 

(2) Vide also para. 8 of H. D. resolution of Nov. 1923, page 22, ante, 

41. (1) Every licence shall be granted or renewed in the appro- 
Form and language Prmte Form and subject to the conditions set- 
of licences. lorth in such Form, and, save as therein other- 

wise expressly provided, the arms, ammunition 
or military stores specified and the persons named in the licence 
shall alone be covered thereby* 

(2) Every such licence shall be written or printed — 

(a) where it is granted in a Presidency-town or Rangoon, or 
where it is granted in a district and is intended for use beyond the 

Buie 40. The seohnd proviso was added by notn. no. I’-21-LX-26 dated the 30th 
Nov. 1926. 
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limits of such district, in English and, if the licensing ofiBoer so 
directs, in the vernacular, or 

(b) where it is granted in a district and is intended for use only 
within the limits of such district, in English or in the vernacular, 
as the licensing officer may direct. 

42. (1) Save as herein otherwise provided, every licence under 

Duration and rene- these rules shall, unless previously cancelled, be 
wal of licences. force for such period and expire on such day as, 

subject to any restrictions or limitations provided 
in the appropriate Form, the authority granting it may enter 
thereon. 

(2) A licence for the transport of arms, ammunition or military 
stores shall not, save for special reasons to be I'ecorded by the 
authority grantin^it, be granted for a period longer bhan twice the 
time likely to be occupied in the journey to the place of destination 
by the route indicated in the licence. 

(3) Every licence may, at its expiration and subject to the same 
conditions (if any) as to previous sanction as would apply in the 
granting thereof, be renewed by the authority who granted it or by any 
other authority empowered to grant a licence of the description 
in question : 

Provided as follows— 

(а) licences in Form XI or Form XII, may, where the Local 
Government so directs, be renewed by the Commissioner of the 
Division in which the licensee resides, or carries on business ; 

(б) any Sub-divisional Magistrate may renew a licence in From 
XVI ; and 

(c) where a licence is renewed by an authority, other than the 
authority who granted it, the former shall forthwith inform the 
latter of the fact of renewal and the pried for which such renewal 
is valid. 


NOTES. 

(1) A question has been raised whether under rule 37 (3) of the Indian Arms 
Eules, 1920. [present rule 42 (3)] a licence granted in one district can be renewed 
in another district. According to this rule, every licence may be renewed by the 
authority who granted that licence ; it does not lay down that the licence shall only 
be renewed by the very officer who granted it. The G-overnment therefore consider 
that licensing authorities are competent to renew in their districts, a licence originally 
issued in another district by licensing officers of like status. (Madras no. 237. J. 
dated Ist June 1921.) 

(2) Under sub-rule (3) of rule 42 when an application for renewal of licence at 
its expiration is made in a district, other than that in. which the licence was granted, 
the Magistrate (Commissioner of Police in Calcutta) of the district in which the 
application for renewal is made should communicate the fact of the application, as 
the case may be, to the Magistrate (Commissioner of Police, Calcutta) of the district 
in which the licence was granted. In the case of refusal the licence should be 
returned for cancellation to the Magistrate (Commissioner of Police in Oalculta) of 
the district where it was granted. (Bengal R. and O. para 59. For the second para 
of Bengal Rule o9 and for Rule 60. vide notes (10) and (tl) to Rule 33, ajite,) 

(3) Commissioners of Divmions are authorised in the following provinces to 
renew licences m forms XI and XII, in the case of those licensees who reside or carry 
on business m their respective divisions : — 
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United Provinc6S-(a-. O. No. 206 VIII, 413 dated the 19th Jan. 1924 and 
para. 61 of U. P. Buies) . 

Punjab— (Oir, No. 8408 dated 5fch March 1929), and 

Central Provinces — (Notn. no. 435-464-IV dated the 21st Aug. 1924, 0. P. iiotn. 
no. 436-465-VI dated the 21st Aug. 1924, and para 25 of C. P. Rules). 


Discretion and 43, (1) Every authority empowered to grant or 
control of authorities re^ew a licence or to give his previous sanction 

renewal may in his discretion- 

fa) refuse to grant or renew such licence or to give such sanc- 
tion, or 

Qj) where the authority is subordinate to a Local Government, 
refer the application for orders to such Local Government: 

Provided that in any case in which such authority refuses to 
grant or renew a licence, the applicant for such grant or renewal 
may appeal to the immediate official superior of the authority so 
refusing. 

(2) Every such authority shall exercise all powers and perform 
all duties, conferred or imposed by these rules, subject to the control 
of the executive authorities to whom he is subordinate. 


iVo^e.— The authorities empowered to grant licences should take regular action 
under rule 45 of these rules and under the relevant conditions in forms XIV to XVI, 
XVIII and XIX to verify arms in the possession of licensees, (H. D. No. 21-XX-25 
dated the 5th July 1927), 


(1) ■‘w 

(а) holds a licence granted or renewed or a pass granted under 
these rules, or 

(б) is acting under colour of such licence or pass, 

shall forthwith produce such licence or pass upon the demand of any 
Magistrate or of any Police officer of a rank not below that of officer 
in charge of a police-station, 

(2) Nothing in sub-rule (1) shall be deemed to limit or other- 
wise affect the power of any authority empowered to grant or renew 
a licence to grant or renew it upon any condition, not inconsistent 
with that sub-rule, with respect to the production of such licence. 

45. The authority by whom any licence has been granted under 
„ , , rule 31, [rule 32, rule 33, rule 35 or rule 36 or by 

ro uc ion o arms, licence has been renewed under 

sub-ruie (3) of rule 42,1 may, for the purpose of satisfying himself that 
any arms covered by such licence are still in the possession of the 
licensee, at any time while the licence is in force, by order in writing 
require the licensee to produce the arms at such time and place and 
for the inspection of such person as may be specified in the order. 


Rule 45, The words withiu brackets were added by nofcn. no. F-21-XI-25 dated 
the 5th July 1927. 
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NOTES. 

(1) When receiving application for licences under the Arms Act, 1878, a district 
Magistrate is not acting as a Criminal Court, that is judicially, but as an executive 
officer. 

SuEAJ Pbasad 4 N. L. R. 134. 

(2) Should a licensee be unable to produce arms held under a licence, when called 
upon to do so under rule 45 he should be required to give an account of their disposal. 
Such eases should be dealt with by the Magistrate in person. Should the account not 
prove satisfactory the renewal of the licence either in whole or in part should be 
refused. If it appears that arms covered by the licence have been sold to any person 
other than a person exempted under section 27 of the Arms Act, and, that 
no information of such has been lodged as required under section 5 of the Act, the 
Magistrate should consider whether the licensee should not be prosecuted under section 
19 (b) of the Act. Similarly in the case of failure to report loss or theft of fire-arms 
the licensee is liable to prosecution under section 21 of the Act read with the condition 
of his licence requiring information to be given to the nearest police-station of loss or 
theft of the arms. (Bengal B. and 0. para 68.) vide also note (5) to Rule 3, on page 
81, ante. 

(3) Vide also notes to rule 48, page 111 ante. 


Fees. 

46. (1) Every licence granted or renewed under these rules 
Fees payable for sl^a-ll, save as herein otherwise expressly provided, 
licences. be chargeable with the fee (if any) indicated in the 

Form in which it is granted or renewed. 

(3) When any arms, other than— 

(а) cannon, or 

(б) rifles, revolvers or pistols in respect of which the prohibition 
imposed by rule 7 applies, 

or any ammunition or military stores are imported under a licence 
into any British port and re-exported thence and re-imported into 
any of the ports specified in rule 8 or in rule 9, the necessary licences 
for such re-export under rule 15 and for such re-import under rule 8 
or rule 9 shall be respectively chargeable with a fee of one rupee 
only. 

(3) The Governor-General in Council may, by general or special 
order, grant exemption from, or reduction of, the fee payable in 
respect of any licence. 

(4) The Local Government may, by general or special order, 
remit or reduce the fee payable in respect of the grant or renewal of 
any licence — 

(а) for the import, transport or possession of sulphur in reasonable 
quantities proved to the satisfaction of the Local Government to 
be required in good faith for medicinal, agricultural, manufacturing or 
industrial purposes other than the manufacture of ammunition ; or 

(б) granted under rule 10 to any person for the import of any 
arms, ammunition or military stores in reasonable quantities proved 
to the satisfaction of the authority granting the licence to be required 
in good faith for the protection of person or property. 

lu clause (6) of sab-rule (2), the words “revolvers or pistols" were 
added by addenda and corrigenda dated the 9th January I92i-Vide also notn 
no, F-829-I-22 dated the 27th Deo. 1923. ^ y^ae aiso uotn. 
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(5) Any Political Officer authorised under rule 17 to grant 
licences in Form VI may remit the fee payable in respect of the 
grant or renewal of any such licence in the case of arms and ammuni- 
tion exported for personal use, or in the case of ammunition exported 
for the use for blasting purposes, whether on a public work or not, 
of the Grovernment of the State for which he is the Political 
Officer. 

(6) The fee payable in respect of the grant or renewal of any 
licence in Form VI shall be remitted in the case of all licences in 
that Form granted under rule 17 by the Commissioner of Police in 
Madras or Bombay, the Deputy Commissioner of Police in Calcutta, 
or by the District Magistrate of Delhi, Meerut, Lahore, Rawalpindi, 
or Karachi. 

(7) The fee payable in respect of a licence in Form VI granted 
under rule 17 by the District Magistrate of Malabar for export to 
Mahe shall be reduced to one rupee in ever^ case in which the value 
of the consignment does not exceed twenty rupees. 

(8) No fee shall be chargeable in respect of the grant or renewal 
of any licence in form XVI to any member of any of the classes of 
persons specified in the first column of schedule VII for possessien 
of and going armed with the arms and ammunition specified in the 
corresponding entry in the second column thereof. Provided that 
if application for renewal is not made within one month of the 
date on which the licence expires, the licensing authority may, 
in his discretion, levy renewal fees at the rate specified in 
Form XVI. 

(9) No fee shall be chargeable in respect of the endorsement 
under sub-rule (4) of rule 33 of a licence granted in Pondicherry. 

NOTES. 

(1) Under rule 41 (3) [now rule 46 (3)], the fee for licences to re-import shall be 
remitted in cases where arms and ammunition, which have been sent out of British 
India on approval to persons lawfully entitled to possess them, are re-imported into 
British India within a period of two months from the date of export. (India no. 808, 
dated the 6th May 19*20 and para. 17 of Bengal Buies.) 

(2) Under rule 46, no fee shall be charged in respect of the grant or renewal of 
a licence in from VI for the export to a State in India of ammunition required for the 
use of a public railway or the public work. (H. D. No. 810, dated the 6th May 1920 
and para 18 Bengal Buies.) 

(3) Under rule 39 (4) (a) [now rule 46 (4) (a)], the Governor in Council (Bengal) 
Is pleased to remit the fee payable in respect of the grant or renewal of all licences 
for the import, transport or possession of sulphur in reasonable quantities required in 
good faith for medicinal, agricultural, manufacturing, or industrial purposes other 
than the manufacture of ammunition and to delegate to the Commissioner of Police, 
Calcutta, and the District Magistrates in the Presidency of Bengal the duty of being 
satisfied as to the bona fides of purpose for which the sulphur is required to be im- 
ported. transported or possessed. (Bengal notn. no. 3742 P., dated the 21st April 1913, 
and paTa 31 of Bengal Buies.) 

Buie 46, The word ‘‘Lahore*' in sub-rule (6) after the word Meerut was added 
by addenda and comgrenda dated the 9th January, 1924. Vide also H. D. notn. no. 
F-829-I-21 dated the 27th Deo. 1923. 

The proviso to sub-rule (8) was added by notn. no. D-875 dated the 30th April 1924 
and the proviso to this sub-rule by notn. no. F-21-XLVII-26 dated the 19th Aug. 1926. 

Sub-rule (9) was added by notn. no. D-875 dated the 30th. April 1924. 
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(4) The prescribed fee of Rs. 10 for a revolver or pistol is leviable in the case of 
breech-loading pistols and revolvers only. Muzzle-loading pistols fall under the 
category of “other weapons’* mentioned in clause I (c) (m) of the heading of Form 
XVI (Bengal No. 1308 P. J., dated the 23rd March 1920 and para. 30, Bengal Rules. 

(5) Under rule 46 of the Arms Rules the Grovt# of India have directed that 
no fee shall be charged- 

fa) in respect of the renewal of a licence in form VI under rule 17 of the Arms 
Rules for the export to a State in India of arms, ammunition or military stores, in cases 
where the application for renewal is made before the expiry of the period for which 
the licence was granted and cause is shown to the satisfaction of the licensing au- 
thority why the licence could not be utilised within that period. 

(6) in respect of the grant or renewal of a licence in From VI for the export 
to a State in India of ammunition required for the use of a public railway or other 
public work (H. D, notns, nos. 3 and 10 dated the 1st January and 6th March 1930, 
respectively, para. IS of Bengal Rules and 68 of U. P. Rules.) 

47, Where a licence granted or renewed under these rules is 
Feet payable for lost Or accidentally destroyed, the authority 
duplicates. empowered to grant such licence may grant a 

duplicate — 

(a) where the original licence was granted without the payment 
of any fee free of all fee, or 

(b) in any other case, on payment of a fee of one rupee or of the 
fee with which the original licence was chargeable, whichever is less. 

48. (1) All fees payable under rule 46 or 
fund oHces*^ rule 47 shall be paid by means of non-judicial 

stamps or in cash, at the option of the applicant. 

(2) Where a fee of not less than one rupee payable under these 
rules have been realised, and the application for the grant or renewal 
of a licence or duplicate is refused, the value of the fee shall be 
refunded upon application for the same being made within two 
months from the date of such refusal. 


NOTES. 

(1) Under rule 48 (1) licence fees are payable by means of non-judical stamps or 
in cash at the option of the applicant and payment of fees in cash cannot, therefore 
be refused. When fees are tendered in cash at the office of the district or sub-divi- 
sional magistrate, the party should be directed to credit the amount into the treasury 
and make over the treasury chalan to the magistrate’s office. When the licence fees 
are remitted by money order, the procedure detailed in articale 500 of the Civil 
Account Code, Volume II, should be followed. (Bengal Rules para 28.) 


Cancellation of the 
Indian Arms Rules 
1920 . 


Cancellation and Savings. 

49. The Indian Arms, 
hereby cancelled. 


Rules, 1920, are 


Provided that exemptions, exclusions and withdrawals made, 
all licences or duplicates granted or renewed, all fees imposed, levied 
remitted or reduced, and all powers conferred, by or under those rules 
shall, so far as they are consistent with these rules, be deemed to 
have been, respectively, made, granted, renewed imposed, levied, 
remitted, reduced, or conferred hereunder. 


(1) Rule 48. The word “rupee** between words “one” and “payable” in sub-rule 
(2) was added as a correction by addenda and corrigenda^ dated the 9th January, 1924, 

(2) Rule 4$. The marginal title was substituted by ibid. 
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SCHEDULE I.— Peesons Exempted,— {5ee rule s). 

The persons or classes of persons specified or described in the first 
column of the sub-joined table are, subject bo the provisions of 
provisos (6) and (c) to rule 3, exempted, in respect of the arms and 
ammunition described in the second column, when carried or 
possessed (save where otherwise expressly stated) for their own 
personal use, from such prohibitions and directions contained in the 
Act as are indicated in the fourth column, subject to the provisos 
and restrictions entered in the third column. 

The Table. 


Persons or classes of persons. 


(1) {a) The Viceroy and Governor- I 
General of India, the Commander- 
in-Ohiefin India* the Governors 
of Madras, Bombay, Bengal, the 
United Provinces of Agra and 
Oudh, the Punjab, Burma, Bihar 
and Orissa, the Central Provinces 
and Assam, the Chief Oommis- 
sionp of Delhi, the Commissioner 
in Sind, Privy Councillors, mem- 
bers of the Council of India when 
visiting India during their term 
of office, members of the Execu- 
tive Councils of the Governor- 
General and Governors, Ministers 
in Governors* Provinces and 
Members of the Indian Legisla- 
ture, during their tenure of office 
and for six months thereafter. 
Residents of the First Class, Chief 
Justices and Puisne Judges of 
High Courts, Judges of Chief 
Courts, Judicial and Additional 
Judicial Commissioners, members 
of Boards of Revenue, Financial 
Commissioners ; 


Arms and am- 
munition. 


Provisos and 
restrictions. 


Prohibi- 
tions and 
directions. 


All except — 

(а) cannon ; 

(б) articles 
designed for 
torpedo ser- 
vice ; 

(c) war -rock- 
ets; 

(d) [such ri- 
fles, pistols or 
revolvers as 
are specified 
in clause (a) 
of sub-rule 
(1) of rule 7 
(and ammu- 
tion which 
can be fired 
from a rifle 
of *303 or 
‘450 bore or 
from a pistol 
or revolver of 
*441, *455 or 
any interme- 
diate bore) 
not lawfully, 
imported in- 
to British 
India.] 

(c) machinery 
for the ma- 
nufacture of 
arms or am- 


Those 
contain- 
ed in 
sections 
13 to 15. 


munition ; 
and 


i, ,, I, clause (1) In column four the figures 13 to 15 were substituted 

by the addenda and corrigenda dated the 9th January 1924. 

was amended by notns. no. F 21-XXX-23 dated tbe 23rd April 1924 

F-21-53-27 dated the 11th April 1928, 

no. F-21-LZ-26 dated 27th May 1930 atjd no. F-21-LX-29 dated the 3rd. Sept. 1930. 


entry (1) (6), entry (2) or entry (6; (e) are not 

w 9 T TY ^bioh they are exempt. (H. D. notn. 

no. F-2 LJX VI-24 dated the 16th March 1925 and note to para. 36 of Bengal Rules ) 
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Persons or classes of persons. 

Arms and 
ammunition. 

Provisos and 
restrictions. 

Prohibi- 
tions and 
directions 

(&) Every Ruling Prince or Chief 
having salute of guns, and every 
legitimate son of such Ruling 
Prince or Chief who is not less 
than 16 years of age and has been 
nominated by such Ruling Prince 
or Chief; 

(c) The retimes of any Prince or 
Chief having a salute of guns 
when such Prince or Chief is en- 
tering, passing through or re- 
siding in British India; 

(f) appliances 
the object of 
which is the 
silencing of 
firearms. 



(d) Servants of a Ruling Prince or 
Chief having a salute of guns 
when carrying arms for. but not 
accompanying their masters. 

Ditto. 

f 

This exemption 

shall be subject to 
the following con- 
ditions : — 

(») the number of 
servants entitled 
to the exemption 
in the case of each 
such Prince or 
Chief shall not 
exceed 4, and 
(u) their names 
shall be specified 
in a general autho- 
rizationto be issued 
by the Political 
! Officer concerned 
to the Prince or 
Chief. 


(2) (a) Every Ruling Chief not 
having a salute of guns ; 

(6) such members of the-families of 
Ruling Princes or Chiefs, and such 
nobles, officials, or accredited 
agents of a State in Inoia as may 
be destignated by the Local . 
Government or Political Officer 
concerned. 

(c) the retinues of any Ruling Chief 
or other person referred to in 
sub-heads (a) and (6) when such 
Ruling Chief or person is enter- 
ing, passing through or residing 
in British India suubject to such 
limitation of numbers as may be 
fixed by the Political Officer con- 
cerned under the special or gen- 
eral orders of— 

(t) the Governor General in Council, 
or 

(it) in respect of Ruling Chiefs not 
having a salute of guns whose 
political relations are with a local 
Government, the local Govern- 
ment concerned : and 

(d) all offiicials of States in India pas- 
sing through British India onduty. 

Ditto. 

This exemption 

shall be subject to 
such conditions (if 
any) as may be 
prescribed by the 
local Government 
or the Political 
Officer, as the case 
may be, and may, 
where necessary, be 
of a general nature 
dispensing with 

the necessity of a 
fresh order of each 
occasion. 

i 

Ditto. 
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PersQps or classes of persons. 

Arms and 
ammunition. 

(3) Every Maharaja, Raja or Nawab 

Ditto. 

whose title has been conferred or 
recognized by Government, every 
Peer, Baronet, Knight Bachelor, 
and Knight of any order esta- 
blished by the Crown, and the 
Khans of Teri and Phulera in the 


North-West Frontier Province. 


(4) Every Consul and Consular 
Agent, 

(5) Every person of Ooorg race and 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

every Jamuna tenure holder in 

Coorg, who, by his tenure is 
liable to perform military or 


police duties. 



(6) The following persons and their 
retainers, namely 

(a) the ancient Zamindars and 
Poligars of the Madras Presi- 
dency ; every Malikana holder in 
the Malabar District ; the Prince 
ofArcotf; M. R Ry. A* L, A. R, 
R. M. Arunachalam Chettiar 
Avargal, Zamindar of Devakottai 
in the Ramnad district ; the 


Ditto 


Provisos and 
restrictions. 


Prohibi- 
tions and 
directions. 


The arms or ammu- 
nition carried or 
possessed by any 
person herein ex- 
empted shall be of 
such descriptions 
only and shall not 
exceed such quan- 
tities* if any, as— 
(a) the Governor- 
General in Coun- 
cil, or 

{b) a local Govern- 
ment in respect of 
the territories ad- 
ministered by it 
or subject to its 
control, 

may declare to be 
reasonable for such 
person to carry or 
possess. 

Ditto. 


Those con- 
tained in 
sections, 
13 to 15. 


Ditto. 


The arms or ammu- 
nition carried or 
possessed by any 
person herein exe- 
mpted whilst resi- 
ding or travelling 
outside the Pro 
vince of Ooorg 
shall not exceed 
one rifle with 100 
rounds of ammmu- 
nition for the same 
and one smooth- 
bore, breech or 
muzzle loading gun 
with 500 cartridges 
or the equivalent 
in leaden-shot and 
gunpowder. 

The exemption shall 
be subject to— 

(a) the order of 
the Local Govern- 
ment regarding the 
persons to be in- 
cluded in this cate- 
gory, the number 
of retainers and 
the quantity and 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 


(1) Clause (4) exempts every Consul and Consular Agent from the operation of the 
prohibitions contained in sections 13 to 15 of the Arms Act. The term ‘Consular 
Agent has been held to include Vice-Consul. Honorary Consul do not enjoy dip- 
lomatic privileges as of right and the exemption does not apply to them. (H. D. no. 
F-»l-LXIII-29 dated the 11th Apg. 1929 and para. 45 A of Bengal Rules). 

(2) Clause (5) the exemption granted to Jumma tenure holders inlCoorg shall cease 
to extend to K. Somayya a Jumma Oroog.— Notn. no. 2206, dated the 4th November 1920. 
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Persons or classes of persons. 

Arms and 
ammunition. 

Provisos and 
restrictions. 

i»rohibi- 
tions and 
directions 

Mahant of Tirupati in the North 
Arcot district and Sbaik Mushtak 
Shaba, the present Valiya Thangal 
ofKundotti in theUrnad Taluk, 
Malabar district of the Madras 
Preidency ; 


description of arms 
and ammunion to 
be permitted in 
each case, the pur- 
poses for which 
such arms may be 
carried, and 



(&) the first class Sardars of the 
Deccan and Southern Maratha 
Country States; the first class 
Sardars of Gujarat; and such 
members of the Talpur family and 
Jagirdars and Zemindars in Sind 
as the Government of Bombay 
may designate ; 

(c) such Zemindars of Bengal, Bihar 
and Orissa, and Assam as the 
Local Government may designate 
in this behalf; 

id) such Sardars and Jagirdars of 
the Punjab and North-West 
Frontier Province as the Local 
Government may designate in 
this behalf; 

(c) Shan Sawbwas and other Chiefs 
in Burma ; 

if) it) the Zamindars of the Sche- 
duled Districts of the Central 
Provinces ; 

(n*) the Dewan of Seoni ; 

(ni) the Bhuskute of Timarni and 
Burhanpur; 

(tv) the senior representative of the 
family of the Rao of Saugor ; 

(v) the head of the junior branch 
of the Bhonsla family, known as 
the Kuar Sahib ; 

(vi) the repxensentative of the 
family of the former Rajas of 
Saugor ; 

(flr) the Taluqdars of Oudh, Rao 
Ddaibir Singh of Gopalpura, 
Jalaun ; Raja Bahadur Bijai 
Bahadur Singh of Satehra ; and 
such other Zamindars of the U. P. 
as the Local Government may 
designate in this behalf ; and 
(A) (i) The Tazimi Istimrardars 
and non -Tazimi Istimrardars of 
Ajmer- Merwara, 

(it) The Nawab of Boraj. 

(ut) The Diwan of Durgah Khwaja 
Sahib, 

{iv) The Jagirdar of Gangwana, 

[v) The Jagirdar of Dodiana, 

(i?i) The Jagirdar of Jharwasa. 


(5) the anual regis- 
tration of the re- 
tainers* weapons 
exempted, the 
number and des- 
cription only being 
specified. 


Clause (6) (h) (i) was amended made by notn do. D. 4282 dated the 2nd June 
1924, no. F-21— XSVIL26 dated the 29th April 1926 and no. F-21 XXXVIII-27 
dated the 8th June 1927. 
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Feraons or classes of persons. 

Arms and 
ammunition. 

Provisos and 
restrictions. 

Prohibi- 
tions and 
direction A 

(7) Any of the undermentioned per- 
sons not being members of trans- 
border tribes, namely : — 

(a) armed guards accompanying- 
sheep, goats, asses and cattle 
under the provisions of the Fron- 
tier Grazing Regulation, 1874 (I 
of 1874) ; or 

(b) villagers residing in theHorth- 
West Frontier Province. 

All arms ex- 
cept rifles, 
pistols, re- 
volvers and 
daggers. 


Those con- 
tained in 
section 13. 

( 8 ) every officer holding a Commis- 
sion from His Majesty, every 
officer of His Majesty’s Indian 
Forces or of Indian States* Forces 
or of the Indian Territorial Force, 
every person enrolled under the 
Auxiliary Force Act, 1920, (XLIX 
of 1920), and every warrant officer 
or Staff Sergeant of a British 
Unit of His Majesty's Regular 
Forces including a Warrant 
Officer or Staff Sergeant who is 
an instructor of the Auxiliary 
Force, India, or of Indian Terri- 
torial Force. 

Single-barrel 
rifles of *303 
bore required 
for match- 
s hooting 
purposes, 

i 

1 . Only one such 
rifle at a time shall 
be imported or 
used by any person 
hereby exempted. 

2 - The rifle shall be 
sighted to a range 
of over 1,000 yards. 

3 - The riflle shall, in 
the case of the 
regimental officers, 
warrant officers, 
non - commissioned 
officers, and per- 
sons appointed to 
Corps of the Auxi- 
liary Force, India, 
or of Indian Terri- 
torial Force, be- 
come part of the 
equipment of the 
Corps to which the 
owner for the time 
being belongs. 

4 . The owner shall 
at the time of 
importation, p r 0 - 
duce a certificate 
from the Command- 
ing Officer of the 
Corps, senior offi- 
cer or Head of 
Department to 
which he belongs, 
to the effect that, 
in the case of the 
regimental officers, 
warrant officers. 
non -00 m mi S 8 i o,ne;d 
officers, and per- 
sons appointed to 
Corps of the Auxi- 
liary Force, India, 
or of the Indian 
Territorial Force, 
the weapon will he 
brought on to the 
equipment ledger 
of the Corps, and 

All. 


Clause 8 was amended by notn. no. P-21-XKI2:-25 dated the 17th Sept. 1925. 



120 


The Indian Asms Kdles. [Soheddlb I] 


PersouB or classes of persons. 

Arms and 
ammunition. 

Provisos and 
restrictions. 

Prohibi- 
tions and 
directions.. 

(9) The Officer Commanding a 
Unit in His Majesty’s Regular 
Forces or in any Indian State 
Forces, and when he is in posses- 
sion of a pass granted and signed 
by his Officer Commanding, every 
warrant-officer.non-oommissioned 
officer and soldier in His Majes- 
ty’s Regular Forces or in any 
Indian State Forces. 

Such arms 
and ammuni- 
tion as are 
provided for 
sporting pur- 
poses by 
Governmen t 
or from a 
re gimental 
fund under 
the author 
rity of the 
Officer Com- 
manding the 
unit. 

in the case of Staff 
and Departmental 
officers, will be 
brought on to the 
equipment ledger 
of a Corps in the 
officer’s command 
or office inventory 
of stores, and will 
be accounted for in 
the same manner 
as other equip- 
ment. 

5. This exemption 
shall, in the case of 
persons appointed 
to a Corps of the 
Auxiliary Force, 
India, or of the 
Indian Territorial 
Force, cease to 
have effect on re- 
moval of the owner 
from the force. 

6. Any person here- 
by exempted may 
dispose of his rifle 
to another person 
so exempted : Pro- 
vided that the rifle 
becomes part of 
the equipment of 
the Corps to which 
the latter belongs 
and is accounted 
for as such. 

This exemption 
shall apply in the 
case of warrant 
officers, non-com- 
missioned officers 
and soldiers in res- 
pect of weapons 
and ammunition 
entered in the pass 
and to the areas 
and for the dates 
specified in the 
pass and in the 
case of officers 
commanding only 
in respect of the 
purchase and 
stocking of arms' 
and ammunition 
which are provided 
for sporting pur- 
poses by Govern- 
ment or from a 
regimental fund. 

Those con- 
tained in 
sections 
13 to 15. 


Clause (S) Added by notn, no. F-ai-XXIX-25 dated the 17th Sep. 1925. 
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Persons or classes of persons. 

Arms and 
ammunition. 

1 Provisos and 

restrictions. 

[ Prohibi- 
tions and 
directions. 

(10) Persons holding swords or other 
arras received by them as gifts 
from the Governor-General in 
Councilor a local Government, or 
the Oommander-in-Chief. 

Such swords 
or other 
arms as have 
been so 
received, to- 
gether with 
ammunition 
for any fire- 
arms so re- 
ceived. 

The ammunition in 
respect of which 
any person is here- 
in exempted shall 
be of such descrip- 
tion only and shall 
not exceed such 
quantities as — 

(a) the Governor- 
General in Coun- 
cil, or 

(5) a local Govt, in 
respect of the ter- 
ritories administer- 
ed by it or subject 
to its control, may 
direct. 

All. 


NOTES. 

(1) Vide notes to section (1) of the Act, on pages 35-36 and to Rule 3 on 
page 81 ante. 

(2) Vide note (1) to Rule 3— re : Satti Muhammad— on page 81 ante, 

(3) The following are a few of the special exemption under the Arms Act : — 

Madras— 

(4) (a) Guns brought to British India by the Buropean Residents of the 
French Settlements of Pondiohery, Karikal or Mahe are exempt from import duty 
provided that the guns are covered by a pass issued under the authority of the 
Government of the settlement from which they are brought, and countersigned by a 
British Magistracy certifying that the holders are entitled to carry the guns for 
sporting purpose. (G. L notn. in Boards Progs, no. 267, dated the 21st June 189 J.) 

{Note — Ammunition belonging to French sportsmen which, in the opinion of the 
Sayer staff, is being taken in unreasonable quantities should be brought to the notice 
of the Collector,) 

(6) The provision of chapter IV of the Indian Arms Act, XI of 1878, 
cannot, as a matter of courtesy, be enforced to the case of the French Military 
and Police Officers, when passing the Ttndivanam, Viliupuram, and Cuddalore taluks, 
nor customs duty be demanded at the Sayer stations in respect of arms which such 
Officers are entitled to carry in French Territory, (G. 0. no, 175, dated the 25th 
Jan. 1895.) 

(c) French native subjects are for the purposes of sports or protection, allowed 
to carry with them across the frontier, guns on payment of import duty, 
when holding gun licences granted by the District Magistrate concerned. Such duty 
is liable to be refunded under G. O. no. 2553, dated the 16th Dec. 1891, on a report 
from the French Government that the gun on which import duty was paid has been 
re-exported. (Madras L. R. and 0.). 

Bombay.— 

(5) As a special ease the provisions of chapter IV of the Arms Act, should 
not, as a matter of courtesy, be enforced in the case of — 

Non-European Civil Officials serving under the Government of Portuguese 
India who are entitled to wear a uniform and sword ; and 

(5) Military Officers of that Government when travelling through districts 
through which the ordinary routes by land or sea from Goa to Daman pass. 

All Portuguese Officers (Military and Civil) passing through British territory 
are, on their giving a simple declaration that they are proceeding to Portuguese 
territory, are allowed to transport their firearms without let or hindrance (Bombay 
no. 6674 dated the 8th Oct. 1909). 

16 
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A similar concession has been made by the Government, Portuguese India, to 
British Officers passing through Goa territory on their way to British territory. 
(Bombay no. 6674 dated the 8th Got., 1909.) 

(6) Under the provisions of entries (3), (4) and (6) in the table to Schedule I, 
the Govt, of Bombay have declared that the persons or classes of persons specified or 
described in the third column of the table hereto appended shall, in respect of the 
arms which they can carry or possess within the limits of the Bombay Presidency 
in virtue of any exemption granted under rule 3 of the said Rules and the said 
Schedule, be subject to the restrictions specified in the fourth column. (Notn, 
Ro. 1233 Poll, dated the 20th July 1923 ) 



Entry in the 




table sub- 



d 

la 

joined to 
Schedule I 
of the 

Persons or classes of persons 
exempted. 

Quantity of arms or ammuni- 
tion to which exemption 
is restricted. 

o 

Indian Arms 



w 

Rules. 



1 

2 

3 

4 

1 

(3) 

Maharajas, Rajas or Nawabs whose 

Arms— 



titles have been conferred or re- 

3 shot guns. 



cognised by Government, all Peers, i 

3 rifles. 


: 1 

Baronets, Knight Bachelors, and 
Knights of any Order established 

1 revolver or pistol. 

No limit as regards arms, 



by the Crown. 

other than firearms. 




Ammunition — 




200 rounds for each rifie at 




a time. 




100 rounds for revolver or 




pistol at a time. 

No limit as regards ammuni- 




tion for shot guns. 

2 

H) 

Every Consul or Consular Agent. 

Do. 

3 

6 (6) 

(i) First Class Sardars of the 

Do. and also old family 



Deccan and Southern Maratha 

weapons not otherwise 



Country States and First Class 

exempted under the rules, of 



Sardars of Gujarat. 

which a list must be fur- 
nished to the District Magis- 
trate who will supply a copy 
to the Sardar under his 
signature. 



(ii) Six retainers of each of such 
Sardars. 

Arms— 

One firearm and one other 




weapon of each retainer. 
Ammunition — 




100 rounds for each firearm 
at a time. 


(Notn. no. 1233 Poll, dated the 20th July 1925.) 


(7) Under the powers conferred by proviso (b) to rule 3 (1) of the Indian 
Arms Rules, 1924, and in supersession of [Bombay] Govt. Notn. No. 7226, dated 
the 2nd August 1920,the Governor in Council is pleased to direct that 

{a) All persons exempted from any of the provisions of the Arms Act, XI of 
1878, under Schedule I to the said rules, shall, in the case of persons already in posses- 
sion of fire-arms or ammunition for the same within two months of the date of 
publication of this notification in the Bambay Government Gasette, and in the case of 
other persons, within one month of the date on which any fire-arm or ammunition 
for the same comes into their possession, register such fire-arm or ammunition with 
the authority hereinafter mentioned stating in writing the particulars specified in 
the sub-joined table. Such registration shall, in the case of persons residing in the 
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City of Bombay, be made with the Commissioner of Police, Bombay, and_ in the case 
of persons residing elsewhere, with the District Magistrate of the district in whion 

they reside. . . nir » i. x 

(b) The Commissioner of Police, Bombay, and all District Magistrates 
shall maintain in the subjoined form a register of all fire-arms and ammunition for 
the same registered under the notification. 


Form of Registration. 


Name of exemp- 
ted person. 

1 

Grounds of exemption. i 

Description of firearms 
and ammunition. 

3 

Maker’s name 
and number. 

4 


1 ^ 




Bombay notn. no. 484 Poll, dated the 17th March 1934. 


(8) The directions in regard to the registration of firearms possessed by persons 
exempted from any of the provisions of the Indian Arms Act, 1878, un ier entry 6 t6) 
of Schedule I of the said rules, shall not apply to the firearms possessed by Meherban 
Pratapsinhrao, alias Bhausaheb Bhonsle of Satara, enrolled on the list of Deccan Sar- 
dars of the First Class in Black Ink, with judicial as well as honorary privileges. 
(Notn. no. 731, Poll, dated the l*2fch April 1932). 

(9) Under the provisions of entry (6) in the table appended to Schedule I, of 
the Indian Anns Rules, the Government of Bombay, have declared that the 
restrictions imposed by notn. no. 7327, d.ited the 2nd Aug 1920, on the quantity 
of arfiiS or ammunition which mav' be possessed.by B'irst Class Sardara of the Deccan 
and the Southern Mar^tha Country States in virtue of the exemption granted to them 
by said entry, shall not apply to the arms and ammunition possessed by Meherban 
Pratapsinhrao alias Bhausaheb Bh msie of Satara, enrolled in the list of Deccan 
Sardars of the First Class in Black Ink, with j idioial as wall as honorary privileges. 
(Bombay notn. m. 722, Poll, dated the 'I2th April 1922). 

(10 1 Under the provisions of entry 6 (b) in the table contained in Schedule I, of 
the Indian Arms Rules, Government of Bombay, have declared that the members 
of the Talpur family ami the Jagirdars and Zamindars in Sind, mentioned in the first 
column of Schedule A. hereto appended, shall be exempted from the prohibitions 
and directions contained in sections 13 to 15 of the Indian Arms Act, 1878 iXl of 


1878), subject to the restrictions specified in the 
Schedules 

second column of the said 

Schedule A, 


Names of persons exempted. 

1 

Quantity of arms or ammuni- 
tion to which exemption 
is restricted. 

2 

Members of the Talpur Family. 


(1) Mir Muhammad Bakhsh Khan walad His late 
Highness Mir Haji Nur Mahomed Khan. 

(2) Mir Sorab Khan lualad Mir Rustom Khan. 

(3) Mir Mir Mahomed Khan walad Mir Ghulam 
Hyder Khan. 

(4) Mir Fatehali Wad.nwalad Mir Ali Hussein Khan. 

(5) Mir Ghulam Murtaza Khan walad Mir Shah 
Mahomed Khan. 

(6) Mftr Mehrab Khan walad H. H. Mir Ali Mardan 
Khan. 

(7) H. H. Mir Haji Fateh Khan walad H. H. Mir 
Haji Sher Mahomed Khan. 

Arms — 

3 shot guns. 

3 rifles. 

1 revolver or pistol. 

No limit as regards arms 
other than firearms. 
Ammunition — 

200 rounds for each rifle at a 
time — 

100 rounds for revolver or 
pistol at a time. 


(1) Note (10» with Schedule A, was published with notn. no, 1058 Poll, dated 
the 24th June 1925. 

(2) Item (1), in column 1 of Schedule A, was substituted by notn. no. 1522 Poll, 
dated the 19th Aug. 1929. 
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1? ames ef persons exempted. 

1 

Quantity of arms or ammuni- 
tion to which exemption 
is restricted. 

% 

Jagirdars a7id Zamindars. 


(8) Jam Bijar Khan Maherali Khan. 

(9) Xawab Ghulam Hyde. Khan walad Nawab Wall 
Mahomad Khan, Laghari. 

(10) Rawab Ali Ahmed Khan walad Nawab Fateh 
Mahamed Khan, Laghari. 

(11) * * * * ***** 

(12) Fir Sayed Mahomed Saleh Shah walad Pir 
(Jbulam Mabyaddin Shah Gilani, Ranipur. 

(13) Khan Bahadur Sarder Sunder Khan walad Ali 
Rurad Khan Sundrani, 

(14) Khan Bahadur Saiyid Khan walad Jaffar Khan 
Rind. 

(15) Sardar Bahawal Khan walad Gholam Ali Khan, 
Jakhraui. 

(16) Malik Sardar Khan walad Malik Sobdar Khan, 
Rumrio. 

Ko limit as regards ammu- 
nition for shot guns and 
also old family weapons not 
otherwise exempted under 
the rules of which a list 
must be furnished to the 
District Magistrate who will 
supply a copy to the exem- 
ptee under his signature. 

BENGAL— 


(11) Under the provisions in the third column of entries (3) and (6) (c) res- 
pectively, in the table subjoined to Schedule I to the Indian Arms Rules, 1920, 
the Govt of Bengal, has exempted from the operation of the prohibitions and 
directions contained in sections 13, 14 and 15 of the Indian Arms Act, 1878 (XI of 
1878), the classes of persons specified in the third column of the following table in 
respect of the arms described in the fourth column of that table, when carried or 
possessed for their personal use in the Presidency of Bengal. 


Kumber of 
items. 

Paragraphs in 
Schedule I to 
the Indian 
Arms Rules, 
1920. 

2 

Glasses of persons exempted. 

3 

Arms allowed, 

4 

1 

Paragraph 3 

1 

Every Maharaja, Baja or Nawab 
whose title has been conferred or 
recognized by Government, every 
Peer, Baronet, Knight Bachelor 
and Knight of any order establish- 
ed by the Crown. 

One revolver, two rifles 
and two shot guns. 

2 

Paragraph 6(c) 

All great zemindars of Bengal in- 
cluded in this category by an order 
of the Government under clause (a) 

The numbers and class 
of weapons for the 
personal use of the 



in column 3 of entry (6) of Sche- 
dule 1 to the Indian Arms Rules, 
1924. 

zemindar himself and 
the number of retain- 
ers will be decided in 
each case on its 
merits. One smooth- 
bore muzzle or breech- 
loading gun is allowed 
for each retainer. 


*Notns, nos. 1340 to 1342 P. D., dated the 29th May 1913 are hereby cancelled. — 

(1) Item (10) in column 1 of Schedule A, (relating to Bombay) was substituted 
by notn. no. 609 Poll, dated the 25th Feb. 1930. 

(2) Item (11) in column 1 of Schedule A, (relating to Bombay) was deleted by 
notn. no. 1243 Poll, dated the 10th July 1929. 

(3) Note (11) relating to Bengal was published with notn, no. 1401 P. J, dated 

the 26th March 1920, and is included as para. 32 of Bengal Rules. 
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Note— In regard to'bayonets, as a general rule exempted persona will be allowed 
to possess and use them without licence, up to the number of smooth bore weapons 
or retainers specified in the exemption order, whichever is less. This number however 
is to be considered the maximum, and exempted persons should not be allowed, 
without good reasons, to purchase them up to the maximum without a lic^oe* 
In cases where the number of bayonets in respect of which exemption has been 
allowed is specified in the order of exemption, bayonets in excess of 
should not be possessed without a licence, except with the permission of Govt. (rSengai 
letter no. Zm 3334 PL dated the 3rd. Sep. 1924.) 

(12) Exempted persons possessing or intending to purchase firearms in excess 
of the scale prescribed in the above paragraph must take out licences for such 
weapons. No scale of ammunition has been fixed for the firearms of exempted person, 
but excessive purchases will be brought to the notice of District Magistra^ in 
accordance with instructions contained in paragraph 118 of the Bengal Local Rules 
B. and 0., para. 33. Exempted persons who are already in possession of rifles of ’oOd 
or of “450 bore and pistols and revolvers of *441, *455 or any intermediate bore and 
require to obtain ammunition for their use should take out licences under proviso ^ 
rule 28 (3) of the I. A. R. 1924. which will be granted free of licence fee. (H. D. 
no. 903 dated the 20th Feb. 1901, and Bengal E. and O., para. 33A.) 

(13) Allpersonsresident in Bengal, who are exempted from the provisions of 
the Indian Arms Act, and referred to in Schedule I to the aforesaid Arms Rules, 
should register the firearms in respect of which they are exempt in the manner 
prescribed by the following rules :~ 

1. In Calcutta, the Commissioner of Police and elsewhere the District Magis- 
trate shall send an enquiry form, Bengal Exe. Form no, 125 B, (item no, 1 in Schedule 
of Forms) (in dupKcate) to every person exempted under the Indian Arms Act, 1878. 
Such person is hereinafter referred to as the exempted person. 

2. Every exempted person shall fill up the form in duplicate according to 
the instructions at the top of each page. He shall return one copy to the Commis- 
sioner of Police or the District Magistrate as the case maybe and shall retain the 
other copy for future reference. 

3. Every exempted person shall report any permanent change of residence 
to the Commissioner of Police in Calcutta and to the District Magistrate outside 
Calcutta. 

4. In January of each year the Commissioner of Police or the District 
Magistrate shall make an enquiry from all exempted persons whether they have any 
changes to report and shall request them to furnish full particulars of any new 
weapons possessed by them and to make the necessary changes in the copy of the 
enquiry form retained by them. 

5. (1) In case of permanent change of residence of exempted persons the 
District Magistrate or Commissioner of Police, as the case may be, shall obtain 
from the proper authority in the district or town they have left the form relating 
to such person. 

(2) In the case of exempted persons arriving from another province, the Commis- 
sioner of Police or the District Magistrate, as the case may be, shall forward a 
form in duplicate to such persons to fill up. (Para. 36 of Bengal Rules). 

N'ote, (1) Persons included in entries (1) (6), (2) and (6) (e) of Schedule I are not 
required to register the firearms in respect of which they are exempt. (H, D. notn. 
F-2-LXS:VI-24 dated the 16th. March 1925). 

Note, (2) Exempted persons should be requested to note on page 4 of the inquiry 
form the numbers of bayonets, swords ahd daggers in their possession. (Bengal letter 
nos. 4200-4205 Poll, dated the 2nd. Oct. 1929 and notes to para. 36 of Bengal Rules.) 

United Peovinoes.— 

(14) For the purposes of exemption under clause 3, 6 (g) and 10 of Schedule 
I Government has. with reference to column 3 of the Schedule, in the case of firearms 
and ammunition for firearms, to restrict the exemption conferred by the aforesaid 
schedule on the classes of persons specified in the third column of the table 
annexed, to the number and description of firearms and the amount of ammunition 
described in the fourth column when carried or possessed for their personal use in 
the United Provinces. 
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(21) Retainers’ arms are subject to annual registration under clause (6) of third 
column opposite to clause 6 of Schedule I, the number and description-- of weapons 
only being specified. [U. P. No. 2272-VIII— 418, dated the 20th September 1921 and 
para 11 of Local Rules.] 

(22) (i) Clause (c) of Schedule I to the Arms Rules should be construed as 
applying to the retainers of Princes and Chiefs having a salute of guns in addition to 
those who have no such salute. (U) The Agents to His Excellency the Q-overnor for 
Benares, Rampur and Tehri are authorised under this clause to fix the number of 
armed retainers who may accompany, respectively, their Highnesses the !\faharaja 
of Banares, the Nawab of Rampur and the Raja of Tehri, when visiting British India, 
(ill) The lists of other persons and their retainers, who have been designated under 
clauses 2 (6) and (c), are given in appendix B to the [U. P.] Local Rules, (iv) Seventy- 
five sepoys of the Bharatpur State, who have been employed for the protection of 
immovable property owned fay the State in the United Provinces, should also be 
considered as exempted under this clause. They are allowed 15 guns between them. 
[India No, 812 dated the 16th June, 1913 and para. 2 of Local Rules.] (v) The 
IT. P. Govt, has also designated the Wahewatdars (in virtue of their office) of the 
Gwalior Darbar Swansthans at Brindaban, Benares, and Allahabad for exemption 
under clause 2 (6) in respect of the following firearms 

(1) Brindaban Temple, district Muttra ... Six muzzle loading guns. 

(2) Benares Trishali Annapurna Chattra ... Six „ „ „ 

(3) Allahabad Swanathan ... ... Three „ „ 

[Added by IT. P., G. O. no. 3170-V'III-182 dated the 20th June 1925.] 

(23) Armed guards from Indian States travelling through British India in charge 
of treasure are exempted from the Arms Act under clause 2 (d) of Schedule I, to the 
Arms Rules. Government has however power to impose conditions to this exemption, 
[IT. P. No. 1983-VI— 708-D,, dated the 14th July, 1904 and para. 13 of U. P. Rules.] 

(24) (i) In order to prevent needless annoyance to exempted persons every 
district officer should maintain a correct list of all such persons in his district, and 
supply a copy of this list to the police. A copy of this list should be hung up in 
every police station in the district, and it should be the duty of all police officers to 
make themselves acquainted with its contents, (ii) In the case of stations bordering 
on another district, lists should be furnished of the exempted persons residing within 
the limits of the adjoining police stations of that district, and the police should, where 
possible, make themselves acquainted with these exempted persons in the adjoining 
district, [U, P, no. 448, dated the 16th April, 1881, no. 982-VI— 660-D-2 dated the 
8th April, I9u7 and para. 14 of U. P. Rules.] 

(25) (i) In order to obviate the difficulty which certain persons, who are exempt 
from the operation of the Arms Act, find in obtaining arms and ammunition from 
dealers who do not know whether they are exempt or not, certificate of exemption 
should be issued by licensing authorities to any exempted person who applies for such 
a certificate. [U. P. No. 149'— VIII-243, dated the 20th Jan. 1923 and para 15 of the 
Local Rules.] (ii) In order to avoid the possibility of annoyance or delay if the 
possession of arms is challenged, a similar certificate may be given to exempted 
persona who wish to proceed with arms outside the area in which they are known 
(Paia. 15 of U. P. itules), 

(26) Para. 16 of U. P. Rules — Vide note (5) to rule 3, on page 81, 

(27) Para. 17ofU.P. Rules— Fide notes relating to air-guns, in Schedule II. 

(28) Firearms captured from enemies and kept as trophies by a regiment or 
military mess should be rendered unfit to fire. [H. D. no. 878. dated the 28th Mav 
1920 and para. 18 of U. P. Rules.] 

(29) Any arm belonging to a Oommissioned Officer, Warrant-Officer, Non- 
Commissioned Officer or Soldier of His Majesty’s Forces for the time-being serving 
beyond the limits of British India, are excluded from provisions contained in sections 
14 and 15 of the Act (H. B. no. 1582 dated the 20th Aug, 1920.) 

(30) Persons who were enrolled under section 12 of the Indian Defefice Force 

Act, 1917 (III of 1917) and appointed to the University Corps of the Indian Defence 
Force and who have sigaifiied in writing to the officer who was commaoding that 
corps their intention of applying for enrolment in a University Crops of the Indian 
Territorial Force, are exempted in respect of arras carried for the purpose of military 
instruction under the orders of the said officer. (H. D. no. 2488 dated the 17tb 
December 1920.) ’ 
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(SCHEDULE II — Rule S of the Indian Arms Rules, i92dtpage 80 ante.) 

ARMS, AMMUNITION AND MILITARY STORES EXCLUDED. 

Within the areas specified in the first calumn of the sub-joined table the arms, 
ammunition and military stores described in the second column are excluded from 
the operation of such prohibitions and directions contained in the Act as are indicated 
in the third column. 


The Table. 


Area. 


Arms, ammunition or military stores. 


Prohibitions 
and directions. 


1. British India, ex- 
cept the Punjab, 
Burma, and the 
Delhi Province. 


All arms except— 

(a) cannon other than of the kind specified 
in head (i) of entry 2, 


(b) firearms, 

(c) air guns and air pistols other than of 
the kind specified in head iiii) of 
entry 2, 

(d) articles designed for torpedo service, 

(e) war-rockets, 


(f) machinery for the manufacture of 
arms, and 

(fl^) appliances the object of which is the 
silencing of firearms : 


All; provided 
that the local 
Government 
may by notifi- 
cation in the 
local official 
Gazette, re- 
•tainall or any 
of the prohibi- 
t i o n s and 
directions con- 
tained in the 
Act in respect 
of any areas in 
the case of any 
class of per- 
sons or of any 
specified area. 


Provided that the exceptions in respect of 
cannon and firearms shall not apply in the 
case of arms of these classes which are 
obsolete and unserviceable and of purely 
antiquarian value or which are in the 
possession of a regiment or military mess as 
trophies or curiosities or otherwise solely 
for purposes of ornament or display. 


Ditto. 


2. British India. 


(i) Toy cannon weighing less than 56 lbs. 
and having— 

(а) a calibre of less than one inch. 

(б) a length of bore of less than 24 inoheai, 
and 

(c) the interior of the bore unrifled. 

(w) Sights for rifles imported for the use of, 
or for sale to, the persons enumerated in 
entry (8) of Schedule I or non-commissioned 
officers and soldiers of His Majesty’s 
regular forces on a written permit from the 
officer commanding the regiment to which 
they belong. 


All. 


All. 


(u*i) Air guns or air -.pistols which satisfy 
the following test, namely, that projectiles 
discharged from such guns do not perforate 
a target 12 inches square formed by five 
strawboards of foolscap size, board being 
3-64ths of an inch thick and closely held 
together in a frame ; 


Ail; Provided 
that the local 
Government 
may, by notifi- 
cation in the 
local official 
gazette, retain 


Item 2 (m). The words “air-guns and air-pistols” were added by notii.no. 
F-21-XLII-24 dated the 7th Aug. 1924 and the proviso to item 2 {Hi) in the third 
column was added by notn, no. 21-LXXXI-24 d^ted 5 Feb, 1924 * 


17 
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Area. 


Arras, ammunition or military stores. 


Prohibitions and 
directions. 


Provided that in making and estimating the 

test the following conditions shall be 

observed, namely : — 

(1) the gun or pistol shall be held horizon- 
tally with the muzzle at a distance of hve 
feet from the target, 

[%) the test shall be repeated twenty times 
for each class of projectile which can be 
discharged from the gun or pistol, and 

(3) perforation shall be deemed to be effect « 
ed in a case where the projectile is a dart, 
if the point of the dart pierces the back 
of the target, and in any other case if the 
projectile passes completely through the 
back of the target. 

(iv) Explosives made in small quantities for 
that purpose of chemical experiment and 
not for practical use or for sale ; 
and 

the following classes of explosives when 
intended bona-fide for private blasting 
purposes 

(1) gunpowder in any quantity not exceed- 
ing 30 pounds, 

(2) cartridges made with gunpowder and 
not containing their own means of igni- 
tion, and containing in all not more than 
30 pounds of gunpowder. 

(3) percussion caps, 

(4) safety fuses. 


all or any of 
the prohibi- 
tions and direc- 
tions contain- 
ed in the Act 
in respect of 
air pistols or of 
any class there- 
of in the case 
of any class of 
persons or of 
any specified 
area. 


Those contained 
in sections 5 
and 14. 




Those contain- 
ed in section 
14. 


(i;) Grun-wads and wire cartridges. 


3. Punjab, Burma 
and the Delhi 
Province. 


{vi) All arms, ammunition and military 
stores covered by any licence or exemption 
granted in Berar under the law for the 
time being in force relating to arms, 
ammunition and military stores : provided 
that the conditions of such licence or ex- 
emption are observed. 

(i) Bows and arrows. 

(ii) Uniform swords and dirks manufactured 
in Europe of recognised military or ofiS.cial 
patterns, when possessed by, or intended 
to be supplied to persons entitled to wear 
them as part of their uniforms. 

(Hi) Swords imported for presentation as 
prizes for members of the regular or Auxi- 
liary Forces. 

(iv) In Burma and the Punjab, ornament- 
al arms and arms of an obsolete pattern 
possessing only antiquarian value, masonic 
swords, and theatrical and fancy dress 
swords ; provided that they are virtually 
useless for offensive and defensive 
purposes. 


Those contained 
in setcion 6. 
All. 


All. 

All. 


All. 

All. 


(1) Item (3), sub-clauso U'ii). The word ‘‘Forces” was substituted for the 
word “ Force” by addenda and corrigenda, dated the ttth January 1934. 

{%) Sub-clause (iv) of entry 3 was amended by notn. no. F-21-2:iX-25 
dated the 24th March 1925. ^ 
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13 . 1 . 

Area. 

Arms, ammunition or military stores. 

Prohibitions and 
directions. 


(u) Arms which are in the possession of a 
regiment or military mess as trophies or 
curiosities or otherwise solely for purposes 
of ornament or display. 

All. 


(vi) Kirpans possessed or carried by Sikhs ; 
provided that in Burma the length of the 
blade thereof does not exceed 9 inches. 

All. 


(vti) Swords of honour possessed or carried 
by persons or by the heirs of persons to 
whom they were awarded by the Governor- 
General in Council or a local Government. 

All. 


(rm) Kukris possessed or carried by pension- 
ed Gurkha officers, non-commissioned 
officers or soldiers of His Majesty's Indian 
Forces, residing in British India. 

1 

All. 

3-A. Punjab. 

(a) The districts of 
Mianwali, Dera 

Ghazi Khan, Kuza- 
ffargarh, Jhang, 
Gurgaon, Hissar, 
Ambala, Simla, 

Kangra, Eohtak, 
Jullundar, Gurdaa- 
pur, Sialkot, Jhe- 
lum Ludhiana, Guj- 
ranwala, Gujrat, 
Attock, Shahpur, 
Hoshiarpur, 
Sheikhupara, 
Montgomery and 
Lyallpur. 

Swords other than sword sticks. 

Those contained 
in sections 13 
and 15. 

(h) The remainder of 
the Punjab. 

Swords, other than sword sticks possessed or 
carried by the following classes of 
persons:— 

(а) Jagirdars enjoying a jagir of Rs. 50 or 
more per annum* 

(б) persons paying Es. 50 or more per annum 
as land revenue. 

(c) income tax payers. 

id) title-holders and 

(e) retired military officers of and above the 
rank of Jemadar. 

Ditto. 

4. British India, 

excepting Burma, 
Aden, the Mianwali 
and ^zaffargarh 
districts in the 
Punjab, and all 
districts on the 
external land 

frontier of British 
India. 

(») Lead required in good faith for industrial 
and manufacturing purposes (other than 
the manufacture of bullets and bird-shot) 
up to any quantity* 

(w) Leaden bullets and bird-shot in quantity 
not exceeding such limits as the local 
Government may fix. 

All. 

All. 


Item 3-A (o) and (6). Amended by notn. no. F-21-VII— 31, dated the 28th Jan. 1931, 
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Area. 


Arms, ammunition or military stores. 


Prohibitions and 
directions. 


5. British India, 
excluding Burma, 
Aden and all the 
districts on the 
external land fron- 
tier of British 
India, except the 
Karachi, Larkana 
and Upper Sind 
Frontier districts 
in the Bombay 
Presidency. 


(»} Saltpetre. 

(u*) Sulphur in quantities hot exceeding such 
limits as the Local Government may fix. 


All. 

All. 


6. Aden, the Mian- 
wali and Muzaffar- 
garh districts in 
the Punjab and all 
districts on the ex- 
ternal land frontier 
of British India, 
outside Burma. 

6A. Aden, the 
Mianwali and Mu- 
zaffargarh districts 
in the Punjab and 
all districts on the 
external land fron- 
tier of British 
India, outside Bur- 
ma, except the 
Karachi, Larkana 
and L'pper Sind 
Frontier districts 
in the Bombay 
Presidency. 


(i) Lead required in good faith for industrial 
and manufacturing purposes (other than 
the manufacture of bullets and bird-shot) 
in quantities not exceeding such limits as 
the local Government may fix. 

(ft) Leaden bullets and bird-shot in quan- 
tities not exceeding such limits as the 
local Government may fix. 

Sulphur in quantities not exceeding 10 seers. 


All. 


All 

All 


7. Burma and all 
districts on the 
external land fron- 
tier of British 
India, except the 
Karachi, Larkana 
and Upper Sind 
Frontier districts 
in the Bombay 
Presi dency-i 


Saltpetre required for medicinal or gold- 
smith’s purposes in quantities not exceed- 
ing 10 lbs. 


All. 


8- That part of the 
Bhavnagar railway 
which lies in the 
Ahmedabad d i s- 
trict in the Bom- 
bay Presidency. 


All arms, ammunition and military stores 
covered by any exemption or parwana 
granted under the Kathiawar State Arms 
Rules or the Kathiawar Agency Arms 
Rules, provided that the conditions of 
such exemption or paruiana are observed. 


Those contained 
in sections 13 
to 15. 


Item 5, 6, 6-A and 7 were amended by notifications nos, F.-21-24~28 dated the 
2nd Oct. 1928 and F.-21-IZ-27 dated the 22nd Nov. 1928, and the phrase ‘‘External 
land frontier of British India” was defined as “extending from Karachi round the 
Punjab, the United Provinces, Bengal, Assam, and Burma near to Mergui"— 
note to rule 19 of U. P. Rules). 
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Area. 

Arms, ammunitions or military stores. 

Prohibitions and 
directions. 

9, Burma— 



(a) Generally. 

(i) Lead, except lead in the form of bullets 
and bird-shot. 

(w) Lead, required in good faith for indus- 
trial or manufacturing purposes (other 
than the manufacture of bullets and bird- 
shot) in quantities not exceeding such 
limits as the local Government may fix. 

Those contained 
in section 6, 

AIL 


(m) Leaden ballets and bird-shot, in quan- 
tities not exceeding such limits as the ^ 
local Government may fix, when p osses- 1 
sed by persons entitled to possess fire- 1 
arms. 

AIL 


{iv) Sulphur in quantities not exceeding one 
seer. 

AIL 


(27) Bahs intended exclusively for domestic, 
agricultural or industrial purposes. 

AIL 

(&) In the Arakan 
Hill Tracts. 

Spears. 

AIL 


NOTES. 


(1) Rrearms captured from enemies and kept as trophies by a regiment or 
military mess should be rendered unfit to fire. (H. D. No. 978, dated the 28th May 
1920.) [Note. The word “ firearms ** means arms that are fired by means of gun- 
powder or other explosives (Harsha Nath Chatterji— 42 Cal. 1133.) 

(2) . BOMBAY,—The arms described in the third column of the table hereto 
appended shall, within the areas specified in the second column of the said table and 
in the case of persons or classes of persons specified or described in the fourth column 
of the said table be subject to such prohibitions and directions contained in the 
Indian Arms Act, 1878, as are indicated in the fifth column of the said table. 

Tablk 


Serial 

No. 

1 

Area. 

2 


Arms. 

3 

Persons or 
classes of 
persons. 

4 

Prohibitions 
and direc- 
tions. 

5 

1 

The whole of 
the Bombay 
Presidency. 

• 

All 


All mem- 
bers of 
any tribe 
notl fi e d 
under sec- 
tion 3 of 
the Crimi- 
nal Tribes 
Act 1911. 

All 
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Serial 

No. 


Area. 


Arms. 


Persons or 
classes of 
persons. 


Prohibitions 
and direc- 
tions. 


1 


2 


4 5 


2 


Do. 


All arms except : 
ia) Bows and arrows : 


Those con- 
tained in 
section 13. 


(&) uniform swords and dirks 
manufactured in Europe of 
recognised military or ofScial 
pattern when possessed by. or 
intended to be supplied to, 
persons entitled to wear them 
as part of their uniform ; 


(<j) swords imported for presenta- 
tion as prizes for members of 
the regular or auxiliary force ; 

id) ornamental arms of an 
obsolete pattern possessing 
only antiquarian value, maso- 
nic swords and theatrical and 
fancy dress swords, provided 
that they are virtually useless 
for offensive and defensive 
purposes ; 

(e) swords granted in public Dar- 
bar under the orders of the 
Local Government or the Com- 
missioner in Sind when carried 
by the persons to whom they 
have been presented; 

(/) all arms, including firearms 
captured from enemies and 
kept as trophies by a regiment 
or military mess, so long as 
they are in the possession of 
such regiment or mess ; 


ig) Kirpans not exceeding 9 in- 
ches in length carried by Sikhs ; 
{h) Swords which formed part of 
the equipment of police officers 
of and above the rank of Sub- 
inspectors while in service who 
have retired on the full pen- 
sion admissible to them under 
the C. S. Regulations. 


3 The whole of 
the Bombay 
Presidency. 


All swords except — 


All 


(a) swords granted in public Dar- 
bar under the orders of the 
Local Government or the 
Commissioner in Sind when 
carried by the persons to 
whom they have been 
presented ; 


All 
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Serial 
• No. 

Area. 

Arms. 

Persons or 
classes of 
persons. 

Prohibitions 
and direc- 
tions. 

1 

% 

3 

4 

5 


Bombay City 
and Karachi 
City. 

(6) uniform swords manufactur- 
ed in Europe of recognised 
military or official pattern 
when possessed by or intended 
to be supplied to persons en.. 
titled to wear them as part of 
their uniform ; 

(c) swords imported for presenta- 
tion as prizes for members of 
the regular or auxiliary force ; 

(d) ornamental swords of an 

obsolete pattern possessing 
only antiquarian value, 

masonic swords and theatrical 
and fancy dress swords, provi- 
ded that they are virtually 
useless for offensive and 
defensive purposes ; 

(e) swords captured from enemies 
and kept as trophies by a regi- 
ment or military mess, so long 
as they are in possession of 
such regiment or mess ; 

(f) swords which formed part of 
the equipment of police offi- 
cers of and above the rank of 
Sub-inspector while in service 
who have retired on the full 
pensir^n admissible to them 
under the C. S. Regulations. 

Swordaticks, daggers, bayonets and 

kukris. 


• 


(Bombay notn. no. 1233 Poll dated the 20th July 1925.) 

iS) Arms which do not require a licence to possess and go armed with them in any 
part of the Bombay Presidency. Vide para. 3 of the “Explanation of Rules’* page 27 ante. 

(1) Bows and arrows (2) uniform swords and dirks manufactured in Europe 
of recognised military or official pattern when possessed by, or intended to be supplied 
to, persons entitled to wear them as part of their uniform (3) swords imported for 
presentation as prizes for members of the regular or auxiliary force (4) ornamental 
arms of a» obsolete pattern possessing only antiquarian value, masonic swords and 
theatrical and fancy dress swords, provided that they are virtually useless for 
offensive and defensive purposes (5) swords granted in public Darbar ,under the 
orders of the Local Government or the Commissioner in Sind when carried by the 
persons to whom they have been presented (6) all arms including firearms 
captured from enemies and kept as trophies by a regiment or military mess so long 
as they are in the possession of such regiment or mess (7) kirpans not exceeding 
9" in length carried by Sikhs (8) swords which formed part of the equipment of 
police officers of and above the rank of sub-ins oec tors while in service who have 
retired on the full pension admissible to them under the Civil Service Regulations 
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NOTES. 

(4) Vide notes under section 4, of the Act, page 38, ante. 

(5) MADRAS.—Under the proviso in column 3 against entry 1 of Schedule 
II all prohibitions and directions contained in sections 5 and 6 of the Indian Arms 
Act, 1878, are retained in respect of the manufacture, conversion or selling or keeping, 
offering or exposing for sale of bayonets, swords and daggers and also in respect of 
the import, export and transport of bayonets, swords and daggers, except under a 
licence and in the manner and to the extent permitted thereby throughout the 
Presidency of Madras. (Notn. no. 281 dated the 1st Deer. 1922 and notn no. 73 
dated the 22nd March 1923). 

(6) Bombay.— The following patterns of air gun are declared to be toys and 
will not be treated as arms for the purposes of the Arms Act and the rules framed 
thereunder. 

(t) Britania, — {ii) The Gem two kinds.— (tw) The Jewel, — ({i;) The Militi, — 
The Birmingham Small Arms (Ladies Model). (Bombay no. 811 dated the 9th Feb, 
1909 and para. 329 Police Manual, Vol. I, page 177). 

(7) Bengal.— U ncertainty is sometimes felt as to the general extent to which 
arms other Ih&n firearms come within the operation of the Arms Act in Bengal. The 
position is as follows : — Entry 1 in Schedule II of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924, 
exempts from the prohibitions and directions in the Act all arms with the exception 
of firearms and weapons of this class, subject to the proviso that the Local Govern- 
ment may retain the prohibitions and directions in respect of any arms. In Notifica- 
tions reproduced in the following paragraphs the Government of Bengal have retained 
the prohibitions and directions of the Act in respect of certain weapons, and extended 
section 15 to Bengal as regards bayonets with the result that the following prohibitions 
are now in force : — 

(f) Daggers.— Going armed with daggers and manufacture, conversion and sale 
of daggers without licence. 

(ii) Swords. — Manufacture, conversion and sale of sword-sticks without licence. 

liii) Bayonets. — Going armed with bayonets and manufacture, conversion, sale, 
importation, exportation and possession of bayonets without licence. 

Hv) Air pistols. — Going armed with air pistols and manufacture, conversion, 
sale, importation, exportation and possession of air pistols without licence. 

It is not unlawful under the Indian Arms Act as in force in Bengal to possess 
or go aimed with a sword or swordslick ; but it is unlawful in Calcutta to go armed 
with a sword or sword-stick on account of the order under section 62A (2) (a) (0 of the 
Calcutta Police Act, issued annually by the Commissioner of Police. [Bengal 
no. 1838 — 1886 PL dated the 15th May 1925 and para. 20 of Bengal Rules]. 

(8) In exercise of the power conferred by the proviso in column 3 of entry 1 
of the table in Schedule II referred to in the Indian Arms Buies, 1924, 

{%) the prohibitions and directions contained in sections 5, 6 and 13 of the Indian 
Arms Act, 1878, are retained in respect of bayonets in all districts in the Presidency 
of Bengal and it is declared that no person in this Presidency — 

(o) Shall manufacture, convert or sell or keep, offer or expose for sale, 

(6) Shall bring or take by sea or land into or out of this Presidency, or 

(c) Shall go armed with bayonets, 

except under a licence and in the manner and to the extent permitted thereby. 
(Bengal notn. no, 1122 PI. dated the 2nd April 1925and para. 21 of Bengal Rules.) 

(it) the prohibitions and directions contained in section 15 of the Indian Arms 
Act 1878, are retained in respect of bayonets in all districts of the Presidency of 
Bengal, and it is declared that no person in this Presidency shall have in his posses- 
sion bayonets, 

except under a licence and in the manner and to the extent permitted thereby. 
(Bengal notn. no. 1837 PI, dated the 15th May 1925 and para. 21 of Bengal Rules.) 

(n'O the prohibitions and directions contained in sections 5 and 13 of the Indian 
Arms Act, 1878 (XI of 187$) are retained in respect of daggers other than obsolete 
daggers and those not capable of use for offensive and defensive purposes in all 
districts in the Presidency of Bengal, and that no person in this Presidency — 


C/. Vide note (11) on page 137 relating to the classification of air-guns. 
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(а) Shall manufacture, convert or sell or keep, offer or expose for sale, or 

(б) Shall go armed with daggers, 

except under a licence and in the manner and to the extent permitted thereby. 
(Bengal notn. no. 1134 PI, dated the 3nd April 1935 and para, 33 of Bengal Rules.) 

(zv) the prohibitions and directions contained in section 5 of the Indian Arms 
Act, 1878 (ZI of 1878), are retained in respect of swords and sword-sticks in all 
districts in the Presidency of Bengal and it is declared that no person in this Presi- 
dency shall manufacture, convert or sell or keep, offer or expose for sale the said 
weapons, except under a licence and in the manner and to the extent permitted there- 
by (Bengal notn. no. 1125 PL dated the 3nd April 1925 and para, 24 of Bengal Rules). 

(9) In exercise of the power conferred by the proviso in column 3 of entry 2 
(m) of the table in Schedule II referred to in rule 3 of the Indian Arms Rules> 1934 — 

(z) the prohibitions and directions contained in f sections 5, 8 and 13 of the 
Indian Arms Act, 1878, are retained in respect of air pistols of the kind specified 
in head {in) of entry 3 of the table in the same Schedule in all districts in Bengal 
and it is declared that no person in this Presidency — 

(a) shall manufacture, convert or sell, or keep, offer or expose for sale, 

(5) shall bring or take by sea or by land into or out of his Presidency, or 

(c) shall go armed with air pistols, 

except under a licence and in the manner and to the extent permitted thereby, 
(Bengal notn. no. 1133 PI. dated the 3nd April 1935and para. 22 of Bengal Rules.) 

(zz) the prohibitions and directions contained in section 15 of the Indian Arms 
Act, 1878 are retained in respect of air pistols of the kind specified in head {in) of 
entry 2 of the table in the same Schedule in all districts in the Presidency of Bengal, 
and it is declared that no person in this Presidency shall have in his possession the 
said air pistols, 

except under a licence and in the manner and to the extent permitted thereby. 
(Bengal notn. no. 1836 PL dated the 15th May 1935 and para, 33 of Bengal Rules.) 

(10) Bengal and United Pbovinobs.— A licence is required for going armed 
with an air-gun or air-rifle, which does not satisfy the test laid down . in Schedule II. 
Such licence should be granted in form XVI and in the column for an ammunition in 
the licence may be entered the words “no limit prescribed.” (Bengal notn. no. 3431 P. 
dated the 31st March 1913, para 69 of Bengal Rules, and para 17 of U. P. Rules). 

(11) Oases in which difficulty is experienced in determining whether an air>gun 
is a deadly weapon or a toy may be referred to the Inspector of Guns and Rifles 
Ishapore. In the event of reference being necessary to the Inspector of Guns and 
Rifles, Ishapore, regarding the classification of an air-gun, the weapons under reference 
should be sent together with 25 slugs or darts (per weapon) used with it (them). 
The strawboards used in the local test should be set aside pending the result of 
the test by the Inspector of Guns and Rifles, [H. D. no. 812—821, dated the 9th 
June 1914). Postal address of Inspector of (funs and Eiflas.-^Thie Inspector of Guns 
and Rifles, Ishapore, Nawabganj. Telegraphic address.— “Inspector, Guns,” Isha- 
pore, Nawahganj. A.ddress of articles consigned by raz7.— To be consigried to — ’ 
Superintendent, Rifle Factory, Ishapore Railway Station, Ishapore. (Para 70 of 
Bengal Rules.)] 

(12) United PhOVINCES.— The exclusion from the prohibitions and direc- 
tions contained in the Arms Act granted by entry 1 of Schedule II has not been 
limited in the United Provinces, except temporarily in the case of specified weapons 
in disturbed areas, [ Vide entry (1) of Schedule TL ] (Para. 1 of U. P. Rules.) 

(13) When a notification cancelling the exemption in respect of any weapon is 
issued, the District Magistrate should take immediate steps to have the orders 
proclaimed throughout the area concerned, warning all persons of the provisions of 
section 16 of the Arms Act. The cancellation of the exemption will not only apply 
to persons possessing weapons of the description concerned but also to manufacturers 
of these weapons since their manufacture without licence will also be unlawful 
A person who is exempted from the provisions of the Arms Act under Schedule 1 

18 
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of the A.rms Rules, 19^4, remains exempt in respect of weapons the exclusion of which 
from the operation of all prohibitions and directions contained in the Act has been 
cancelled for any specified area by notification. [U. P. No. fill-VIII— 418, dated 
the 16th March, 1922 and para. 2 of U. P. Rules.] 

(14) Under entry No. (1) of Schedule II, appended to the Arms Rules, 1924, 
kirpans carried or possessed by Sikhs have been excluded from the operation of all 
prohibitions and directions contained in the Arms Act throughout the United 
Provinces. [U. P, No. 1278-VIII-- 221 dated the 2nd May, 1922 and para, 3 of U. P. 
Rules. ] 

(15) PotJaB. — Under the proviso in column 2 (m) of the table in Schedule II 
of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924, the prohibition and directions contained in sections 5, 
6, 13 and 14 of the Indian Arms Act, 1878, are retained in respect of the air-pistols of 
the kind specified in head (m) of entry 2 of the same table in the whole of the Punjab. 
(Punjab notn. no. 3174 dated the 20th July 1929.) 

(16) Bihar and ObiSSA. — In exercise of the power conferred by the entry of 
item I in the third column of the table in Schedule II of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924, 
the prohibitions and directions contained in section 13 of the Act are retained in 
the sadar sub-division of the district of Manbhum in respect of — (1) swords and 
(2) daggers, (B. and 0. notn. no. 740 P. R. dated the 21st June 1930.) 

(17) Central PROYINOES.—Under the first entry in Schedule II of the 
Indian Arms Rules, the prohibitions and directions of sections 5, 6 and 13 of 
the Indian arms Act, 1878, are retained in respect of sword-sticks (guptis) and 
daggers, in regard to all classes of persons, and throughout the Central Provinces. 
(0. P. notn. no. 7.111-VI, dated the 14th April 1921.) 

(18) Under the first entry in Schedule II of the Indian Arms Rules 1920, the 
prohibitions and directions of sections 5, 6 and 13 of the Indian Arms Act (XI of 
1878), are retained in respect of bayonets in regard to all classes of persons, and 
throughout the Central Provinces. (0. P, Notn. No. 684-192-^1, dated the 28th 
March 1923.) 

(19) Burma.— Under the power conferred by the entry in the third column 
of the table against clause (iii) of item 2 in Schedule II, as subsequently amended, 
the Local Government is pleased to retain all the prohibitions and directions 
contained in the Indian Arms Act, 1878, in respect of Webley Air Pistol Mark I and 
of Diana Air Pistol in the case of all classes of persons in Burma. (Notn. no. 54 dated 
the 1st June 1925 and no. 49, dated the 19th September 1928, on page 121, Bur. Man, 
Bdn. 1926.) 

(20) In exercise of the powers conferred by section 19 of the Sea Customs 
Act, 1878 (VIII of 1878), and in supersession of Fin Dept, notn, no. 38 dated the 18th 
June 1927. the Governor General in Council is pleased to restrict the bringing into 
British India dummy or imitation revolvers or pistols, to oases in which a permit to 
import the same has been granted, in the case of import at a Presidency Town 
or Rangoon, by the Comnaissioner of Police, and in the case of import elsewhere by 
the District Magistrate : Provided that the restriction imposed by this notification 
shall not apply to revolvers or pistols which are of such construction and character 
as to render them incapable of being used other than as toys or of being converted 
into lethal weapon. (Fin, D. notn. no. 35 dated the 6th September 1920.) 

(21) Bombay. — Leaden bullets and bird shot are exempted from the operation 
of all prohibitions and directions in the Indian Arms Act, 1878 in quantities not 
exceeding 4 owt. in Aden and 1 owt. in the rest of the Bombay Presidency (Bombay 
notn. no. 1335 — Poll., dated the 20th July 1925.) 

(22) Bengal.— Under clause (ii) in column 2. opposite the fourth entry in 
column 1 of the Table contained in Schedule II and by clause (ii) in column 2 
opposite the fourth and sixth entries in column 1 of the table, five seers is the 
limit up to which bullets and bird-shot are excluded from all prohibitions and 
directions of the Act in all districts in the Presidency of Bengal. 

Noie.— Lead pellets for air guns and air rifles should be treated as bird -shot and 
leaden bullets should not be possessed, sold, imported, transported or exported in 
quantities exceeding five seers without licence (Bengal no. 4480, P. dated the 2nd 
May and no. 3518 PI., dated the 13th July 1928 and para. 25 of Bengal Rules.) 

(23) Under clause (ii) in column 2 opposite the fifth entry in column 1 of the 
table contained in Schedule II, ten seers is the limit up to which Sulphur is excluded 
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from all prohibitions and directions of the Act in all districts in the Bengal Presi- 
dency. [The same limit has been prescribed for districts on the external land 
frontier of British India by clause (fw) in column % against the entry 6A in the 
••column 1 of the same table.] 

iVbfe.-— (1) Sulphur may not therefore be possessed, sold, imported, transported 
or exported in quantities exceeding ten seers without a licence. 

Note~(%) The Bengal districts on the external land frontier of British India 
are Jalpaiguri and Darjeeling. (Bengal notn, no. 3518 PI., dated the 13th July 1928, 
and paras. 25 and 26 of Bengal Rules). 

(24) UKITED Provinces .—With reference to clauses 4, 5 and 6 of Schedule II, 
it has been declared that within the areas specified in the first column of the 
subjoined table, the ammunition and military stores described in the second 
column are exempted from the operation of all prohibitions and directions contained 
in the Indian Arms Act within the limits mentioned in the third column [Para. 19 
of IT. P, Rules] 


Areas. | 

Ammunitions or military .stores 

Quantity- 

exempted. 

(1) All districts in the United 

Sulphur 

• 

Ten seers. 

Provinces. 

Lead required bona-fide for in- 
dustrial and manufacturing 
purposes other than for bullets 
and bird shot. | 

Any quantity. 

(2) District in the United 
Provinces on the * exter- 
nal land frontier of British 
India. 

Leaden bullets and bird short ... l 

56 lbs. (a cwt). 

(3) Other districts in the 
United Provinces. 

Leaden bullets and bird shot ... 

112 lbs. (1 owt). 


[U. P. no. 1098-VI— 752, dated the 9th may 1911, no. 804-VI...62, dated 
the 18th February 1915, and Rules on page 6S of United Provinces Arms Rules, 1909.] 

(25) Punjab.— W ith reference to entry No. 5 (ii) of Schedule II, sulphur 
in quantities not exceeding ten seers is exempted from all prohibitions and 
directions contained in the Arms Act in all Districts of the Punjab except the 
districts of Dera Ghazi Khan, (Punjab notn. no. 3919 dated the 7th Feb. 1921 ) 

(26) With reference to item 4 (w) of Schedule II, leaden bullets aud bird shot 
in quantities not exceeding one cwt, are exempted from all prohibitions and directions 
contained in the Arms Act in all districts of the Punjab, except the districts 
of Mianwali, Muzaffargarh and Dera Ghazi Khan, (Punjab notn. no. 10744, dated 
the 5th April 1921.) 

(,%7) With reference to item 6 (1) of Schedule II lead required bona-fide for 
industrial and manufacturing purposes (other than the manufacture of bullets and 
bird shot) in quantities not exceeding one cwt., is exempted from all prohibitions 
and directions contained in the Arms Act in the districts of Mianwali, Muzaffargarh 
and Dera Ghazi Khan, (Punjab notn. no. 10746, dated the 5th April 1922.) 

(28) Central Provinces. — Under the provisions in the second column opposite 
the fifth entry in the table appended to Schedule II, ten seers is the maximum 
quantity of sulphur to be exempted in the Central Provinces from the operation 
of the prohibitions and directions contained in the Indian Arms Act, 1878 (Jud. 
Dept, Notn. 2377, dated the 30th Nov. 1919, is hereby “cancelled.) (C. P, notn. 
no. 431-465 VL d. 21-8-1924.) 

(29) N,-W. F. Provinces.— With reference to items (i) and (it) of entry (6) 
of Schedule II of the Indian Arms Rules, the Chief Commissioner has declared that 
in the whole of the N. W. F. Province — 

(1) lead required in good faith for industrial and manufacturing purposes (other 
than the manufacture of bullets a nd bird shot) in quantities not exceeding one owt., 

* Defined as extending from Karachi, round the Punjab, the United Provinces, 
Bengal, Assam and Burma near to Mergui. 
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(2) leaden bullets in ciuantities nob exceeding two lbs. in weight, and 

(3) bird shot not exceeding five lbs. in weight, 

are exempted from the operation of all prohibitions and directions contained in the' 
Indian Arms Act, 1878. Notn. No. 10903G. dated the 29th Nov. 1921 is hereby 
cancelled. (Notn. no. 627G., dated the 15th January 1924.) 

(30) DELHI.—For the purpose entries 4 and 5 of the table subjoined to 
Schedule II of the Indian Arms Eules, leaden bullets and bird shot in quantities not 
exceeding one cwt, and sulphur in quantities not exceeding ten seers in the province 
of Delhi are excluded from the operation of all prohibitions and directions contained in 
the Indian Arms Act, 1878, (Kotn. No. 702 dated the 5th Feb. 1923.) 

(31) Bengal, — Shopkeepers in Bengal are not required to take out licences 
in respect of saltpetre or to keep accounts of saltpetre possessed by them except on the 
external land frontier to British India, viz,, Jalpaiguri and Darjeeling (Para. 107 Bengal 
Rules). 

(32) Matches of certain kinds in Burma are regarded as explosives within the 
meaning of the Indian Explosives Act, IV of 1884, come also within the meaning of 
ammunition as defined in the Indian Arms Act, XI of 1878 and of “dangerous goods” 
as defined by the Steam Vesseis Act, 1884, (now 1917). They cannot therefore be 
imported, transported, exported, possessed or sold except in accordance with the 
provisions of the three Acts above cited and of the rules framed thereunder. [Bur. 
A, M. Edn, 1926, Dir. no. 70 pages 188-189.] 

Note, — Chhavis, Dahs, Gandasas and Kirpans. Vide notes under sec. 4 of the 
Act, page 38. 


SCHEDULE III. (See rule 3 of the Indian Arms Eules, on page 80). 

Arms, ammunition and Military Stores Excluded. 

^ The arms, ammunition and military stores described in the first column of the 
subjoined table are excluded from the operation of the prohibitions and directions 
contained in section 6 of the Act to the extent entered in the second column. 

The Table. 


Arms, ammunition and military stores. 


Prohibitions and 
directions. 


L Any arms, ammunition or military stores brought into 
and landed in bond at, or brought into any port in 
British India and declared under manifest to be con- 
signments for, any port (other than a port specified in 
entry II of this Schedule) to which export is permitted. 

II. Any arms, ammunition or military stores brought into 
any port in British India and declared under manifest 
to be consignments for any port within the political 
charge of the Political Resident at Aden or the Politi- 
cal Resident in the^ Persian Gulf to which export is 
permitted. 

III, Any arms, ammunition or military stores brought into 
the port of Aden and consigned, whether with or with- 
out transhipment, from any other British port to any 
other port» other than a port on the eastern sea-board 
of Africa to which the shipment of arms is for the time 
being forbidden by an order of the Political Resident 
at Aden. 


All. 


Those relating to 
import. 


All. 
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SCHEDULE IV. Parts of British India Withdrawn.— RuU s of the 
Indian Arms JiuleSi 1984, on page SO.) 

Tlie areas specified in the first column of the subjoined table are withdrawn, 
in respect of the arms and ammunition described in the second column, from such 
prohibitions and directions contained in the Act as are indicated in the third column* 

The Table. 


Areas. 

Arms and 
ammunition. 

I 

Prohibitions and 
directions. 

(1) All Scheduled Districts, in the 

i 

All, except cannon 

All, except those contain- 

Madras Presidency, 

and breech-load- 
ing arms. 

ed in sections 12 and 25. 

{%) The Chittagong Hill Tracts in 

All. 

Those contained in sec- 

Bengal. 


tions 13 and 14. 

(3) Ajmer-Merwara, except the 
Ajmer City Municipality and 
all places situate within three 
miles of any part thereof, and 
those part of the ’ Mirzapur 
district in the United Pro- 
vinces of Agra and Oudh 
which are situated on the 
right bank of the river Sone. 

All, except cannon, j 

Those oontaine d in sec- 
tions 13 and 14. 

(4) The lands which are for the 

AIL 

Those contained in sec- 

time being occupied by the 
Rajputana Malwa Railway in 
the Nimar Distrot of the Cen- 
tral Provinces (including the 
lands occupied as stations, 
outbuildings and for other 
railway purposes) between the 
stations of Mortakka and 
Nimar Kheri. 


tions 14 and 15 : Provided 
that a person who refuses 
or omits to comply with 
any regulation or rule of 
the Railway for the time 
being in force relating to 
the custody of arms while 
in passenger train shall 
not be entitled to the 
benifit of this exemption. 

(5) The lands to which the Indus 
Valley State Railway Lands 
Act, 1873, extends. 

All ... 

Ditto. 

(6) The following parts of the 

All (not being pos- 

Those contained in sec- 

Punjab namely : — 

(a) the Pargana of Lahaul ; 

(b) The Dera Ghazi Khan 
district ; and 

(c) the Isakhel tahsil of the 
Mianwali district. 

sessed by mem- 
bers of transbor- 
der tribes) except 
rifles, pistols, re- 
volvers and dag^ 
gers, and rifle, 
pistol and revol- 
ver ammunition. 

tions 13, 14 and 15. 

(7) The following parts of the 

All (not being car- 

Those contained in sec- 

North-West Frontier Province, 
namely ; — 

(a) The Peshwar, Kohat. 
Bannu and Dera Ismail 
Khan districts, excluding 
any area included in a 
Cantonment or Munici- 
pality ; and 

ried by members 
of trans border 

tribes) ex c e p t 
rifles, pistols, 

revolvers and 
dagger. 

tion 13, 
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Areas. 

Arms and 
ammunition. 

1 Prohibitions and 

i directions. 

(by the villages in the Hazara 
District, enumerated in 
the Appendix* annexed to 
this Schedule, excluding 
any area included in the 
Municipality of Baffa. 

(8) The following parts of the 
North-West Frontier Province, 
namely ; 

The whole of the North-West 
Frontier Province ; with the 
exception of those villages of 
the Hazara District which are j 
not enumerated in the Appen- 
dix* annexed to this Schedule. 

« 

All (not being pos- 
sessed by mem- 
bers of transbor- 
der tribes) except 
rifles, pistols, re- 
velers and dag- 
gers, and tballed 
ammunition and 
ammunition for 
rifles, pistols and 
revolvers.f 

! 

Those contained in sec 
tions 14 and 15. 


* Printed at the end of Licence Form XX, in Schedule, VIII. 
t Amended by notn. no. F.'21-XXXIV dated the 30th Jane, 1925. 



[Schedule VJ The Indian- Abms Rules, 


143 


SCHEDULE Y,—{See rule 16 (b) of the Indian Arm$ Rules, 19M, on page $3,) 

Officers empowered to grant licences for export by sea to ports in states 
in India or to Foreign Territory, 


Ports from 

Officers which they may Ports to which they may 
grant licences grant licences to export, 
to export. 


Conditions, 


(1) The Secre- 
tary to the 
Government 
of Madras in 
the Judicial ! 
Department. 1 

(2) TheSecre- ! 
tary to the I 
Government ! 
of Bombay in 
the Political 
Department. , 


Any port in 
British India. 


(3) The Chief 
Secretary to 
the C^overn- 
m e n t o f | 
Bengal. i 


Calcutta. 


Ports in foreign settle- 
ments within the politi- 
cal jurisdiction of the 
Government of Madras, 


[i) Ports in Indian States 
in Bombay or foreign 
settlements within the 
political jurisdiction of 
the Government of 
Bombay ; 

(«*) ports within the terri- 
tories of His Highness 
the Gaekwar of Baroda; 

(w*) ports within the poli- 
tical jurisdiction of the 
Political Resident in the 
Persian Gulf; 

(iv) any ports on the 
coast of Africa; and 

(v) ports within the politi- 
cal jurisdiction of the 
High Commissioner, Iraq. 


(i) Ports within the poli- 
tical jurisdiction of the 
Political Resident in the 
Persian Gulf ; and 

(«) ports within the poli- 
tical jurisdiction of the 
High Commissioner, Iraq. 


For sporting rifles, (other 
than sporting rifles tak- 
ing ammunition of *303 
or *450 bore) sporting 
shot guns and sporting 
ammunition (other than 
ammunition which can 
be used in rifles of ’303 
or*450 bore) , not intend- 
ed for sale or for mili- 
tary purposes, but for 
the personal use of the 
consignee and for ex- 
plosives required for 
commercial purposes. 


For sporting rifles, (other 
than sporting rifles tak- 
ing ammunition of '303 


Schedule Entry (1), column 3, amended by notn. no. P..21-L-V1-25 dated the 
7tn January 1925, ■' 
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Officers. 

Ports from 
which they may 
grant licences 
to export. 

Ports which they may 
grant licences to export. 

Conditions. 

1 

2 

3 

4 




or '450 bore) sporting 
shot guns and sporting 
ammunition (other than 
ammunition which can 
be used in rifles of ‘303 
or *450 bore) not intend- 
ed for sale or for mili- 
tary purposes, but for 
the personal use of the 
consignee. 

(4) The Com- 
missioner in 
Sind. 

Karachi. 

(0 Ports within the terri- 
tory of His Highness the 
Maharao of Kutch. ; 




(ii) ports within the poli- 
tical jurisdiction of the 
Political Resident in the 
Persian Gulf ; and 




(in) ports within the poli- 
tical jurisdiction of the 
High Commissioner, Iraq. 

Ditto* 

(5) The Poli- 
tical Resident 
at Aden. 

Aden. 

(?) Any port on the, coast 
of Africa or Arabia (other 
than a port on the latter 
coast which is within the 
political jurisdiction of 
the High Commissioner, 
Iraq) ; and 

(ii) any port on the coast 
of Arabia which is within 
the political jurisdiction 
of the High Commis- 
sioner, Iraq. 

Ditto. 

(6) The Agent 
to the Gover- 
nor General 
in the States 
of Western 
India* 

Bombay and 
Karachi* 

Any port in any State in 
Kathiawar or in the 
Kutch State. 


(7) The Agent 
to the Gov- 
ernor-Gene- 
ral and Chief 
Commis- 
sioner in 
Baluohist a n 
and the Poli- 
tical Officer 
Kalat. 

Any port in 
British India 

Any port on the Makrau 
Coast which is wi thin 
their respective political 
jurisdiction. 

1 


(8) The Agent 
to the Gover- 
nor General 
M a d r a s 
States. 

Ditto. 

Any port in Madras 
States. 
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SCHEDULE VI.-“[5^ee rule 11 (i) of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924, page 89.] 
Officers Empowered to grant licences fob export by land or river 
TO ANY place BEYOND THE FRONTIER OF BRITISH INDIA. 


Office rs. 


Place. 


Conditions. 


1 




3 


(1) A Secretary to 
the Government 
of — 

(а) Madras. 

(б) Bombay, or 
(c) Bengal. 

(2) The 0 o m m i 3 - 
sioner of Police 
in Madras. 


Any State in 
India. 


Any of the 
French Set- 
tlements in 
the Madras 
Presidency. 


For the export of ammunition intended 
solely for the use of a public railway or 
other public work. 


To persons who w-ould be exempted in British 
India from the ordinary prohibitions of the 
Act and subject to the following conditions 
so far as those conditions app^y to the cir- 
cumstances of the case, namely 

(а) The consignment for export shall consist 
only of arras and ammunition in reasonable 
quantities and for pergonal use ; 

(б) the consignee shall be one of the persons 
or shall belong to one of the classes of 
persons, mentioned in Schedule I ; and 

(c) the Commissioner shall keep a list of 
such licences. 


(3; (t) The Oonimis- Any place in 
sioner of Police Berar. 
in the towns of— 

(a) Madras. 

(b) Bombay. 

(<?) Calcutta, and 
(d) Eangoon, 

(w) The District 
Magistrate in 
other places. 


(4) (j) The Commis- state in 

sioner of Police India, 
in the towns of — 

(a) Madras, and 

(b) Bombay ; and 
U») The Deputy 

Commissi on e r 
of P o 1 i ce in 
Calcutta. 


For the export of arms, ammunition or mili- 
tary stores, except — 

(i) cannon; 

(«) articles designed for torpedo service; 
(m) war-rockets ; or 

U>) machinery for the manufacture of arms 
or ammunition, 

subject to the condition that a copy of the 
licence shall forthwith be sent to the 
District Magistrate of the district in Berar 
to which the arms, ammunition or military 
stores are consigned, 

(u) The consignment for export shall consist 
only of arms and ammunition in reasonable 
quantities and for personal use; 

(b) the consignee shall be one of the persons 
or shall belong to one of the classes of 
persons specified in the proviso to clause fa) 
of sub-rule (1) of rule 39 ; 

(c) the Commissioner or Deputy Commis- 
sioner shall keep a list of such licences ; 

(d) no such officer may grant a licence for 
the export to a State in India of any arms 
in respect of which the prohibition imposed 
by rule 7 applies, unless such arms have 
been lawfully imported into British India, 
and are required for the personal use of 
persons, or members of the classes specified 
in Schedule I. 


(5) The District 
Magistrate of 
Malabar. 


Mahe. 


19 
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Officers. 


Place. 


Conditions. 


1 


2 


3 


(6) The Secretary to 
the Government 
of Bombay in the 
Political Depart- 
ment. 

(7) (a) The Secretary 
to the Govern- 
ment of Madras 
In the Judicial 
Department. 


Portuguese 

India. 


Pondicherry 
and the 
other French 
Settlements 
in the Mad- 
r a s Presi- 
dency. 


(b) The Chief Score- 0 h a nderna- 
tary fothe gore, 
Goverum e n t of 
Bengal. 


(8) The district Magis- 
trate of Meerut. 


(i) Any State 
in India, and 


(u) Kurram, 
Chitral and 
Wazlristan. 


For the export of ammunition only to States 
in India ; and for the export of arms and 
ammunition to Kurram, Chitral and Wazi- 
rist an, subject to the following conditions, 
namely : — 

(а) the consignment for export shall consist 
only of sporting ammunition or sporting 
arras and ammunition in reasonable quan- 
tities for the personal use of the consignee ; 

(б) the consignee shall be one of the persons 
or shall belong to one of the classes of 
persons specified in the proviso to clause (a) 
of sub -rule (1) of rule 39 ; and 

(c) the Magistrate shall keep a list of all 
licences issued by him ; and 

(d) copies of licences covering consignments 
to States in Central India or Kajputana, 
shall be sent to the Agents to the Governor- 
General in Central India and Rajputana, 
respectively. In the case of Chitral, when 
the ammunition is to be exported by way 
of Peshawar, the Magistrate shall send a 
copy of the licence to the Political Officer 
for Dir, Swat and Chitral for communioa- 
liion, when necessary, to the Assistant 
Political Officer in Chitral. If the consign- 
ment is forwarded by way of Kashmir, a 
copy of the licence shall be sent to the 
Resident. In the case of Waziristan, the 
Magistrate shall refer to the Political Offi- 
cer, Tochi, or the Political Officer, Wana, 
according as the consignment is for Tochi 
or for elsewhere in Waziristan. 


^9) The District 
Magistrate of 
Rawalpindi. 


Kashmir. 


(a) The consignment for export shall consist 
only of sporting ammunition in reasonable 
quantities for the personal use of the 
consignee ; 


condition in column 3, against entry no 

invited to For. and Poll. Dept, letter L. 533-0 dated 
the 30th June 1925, in para. 25 of U. P. Rules.1 p • » ver no. ooo v,.. oatea 
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Officers. Place. Conditions. 



i i (b) the consignee shall be one of the persons 

^ or shall belong to one of the classes of 
! persons specified in the proviso to clause (a) 

I of sub-rule (1) of rule 39 ; and 

' I (c) the Magistrate shall keep a list of all 

i I licences issued by him. 

(10) The Di s t r i c t ' Any State in | Ditto. 

Magistrates of ' India. j 

Delhi, Karachi ! 

and Lahore. | I 

(11) (a) The Residents j T h e States | (a) No licence shall be granted for the 
in— j with which ; export of— 

(1) Hyderabad, i i (») cannon, or 

(2) Mysore, > p o 1 1 1 1 c al j military stores of any kwd other than 

(3) Baroda,’ ■ relations and | sulphur ; or 

(4) Kashmir and ' any territory j (,7^) Save as hereinafter provided, such 

(5) Gwalior, i within their i rifles, pistols or revolvers as are specified in 

I administra- j clause (a) of sub-rule (1) of rule 7, or 

tive control. | (^*2;) Save as hereinafter provided, hall am- 
! munition which can be fired from rifles of 
i ' *303 or *450 bore or from pistols or revolvers 

' ; of '441, *455 or any intermediate bore. 


(b) the Agents to | 
the Governor- I 
General in— 

(1) Baluchistan, 

and 

(2) North West 
Frontier Pro- 
vince ; 

(c) all Political 
Officers in— 

(1) Rajputana, 1 

(2) Central India, ' 

and j 

(3) Kathiawar ; I 

(d) the Oommis- i 
sioner in Sind ; | 

(e) the Conimis- I 

sioner of the 
Rajshahi Divi- j 
Sion ; ! 

f/J The Political j 
Officers in — j 
(i) Kolhapur and : 
Southern Ma- 1 
ratha country, 

(«) Kutoh, I 

(m) Rewa Kantha, I 
(tv) Mahi Kantha, j 
(i?) Savantvadi ‘ 

and ! 


(6) licences for the export of rifles, revolvers 
or pistols of the bores specified in sub-head 
(i«) of bead (a) may be granted to persons 
or members of the classes, specified in 
Schedule I who are exempted in respect 
thereof. 

(c) licences for the export of cartridges may 
be granted to persons, or members of the 
classes specified in Schedule I who are 
! exempted in respect thereof, subject to the 
I following conditions, namely : — 

I (t) that save in the case of cartridges for 
use with rifles of '577/*450 and ‘500/ 
•450 bores, the number of such cart- 
ridges shall not exceed two hundred 
in any one year ; and 

1 (li) that the cartridges are for the per- 
sonal use of the licensees. 




^ Entry (11) in clause (a) of the third column the words the ” and or revolvers 
or pistols of *450 bore.” where the latter occurred for the second time were, deleted 
by addenda and corrigenda dated the 9th January 1924. 

Entry (1) (u), (6), (c), (d) and (e)— amended by note. no. F.-21-KXX-23. dated 
the 23rd April 1924, notn. no, F.-21-XXI-25, dated the 2nd April 1925 and not n. 
no. F. 21-53-27, dated the 11th April 1928. 
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OfiSoers. 


Place. 


Conditions. 


1 


% 


3 


(r) the Political 
Officer, Ohhat- 
tisgarh Feuda- 
tories, and all 
Civil Officers in i 
the Central ! 
Provinces tvIio | 
may have States | 
in India within i 
their political | 
charge ; and I 

(s) The Agents to - 
the Governor ! 
for Earn pur, i 
Benares and 
Tehri States, 

(13) (fit. 1) The Hon- 
’ble the Agent to 
the Governor- 
General in Balu- 
chistan. 

(12) {a) The Secre- 
tary to the 
Government of 
Bombay in the 
Political Deparc- 
ment ; and 

(h) the Chief Secre- 
tary to the Gov- 
e r n m e nt of 
Bengal. 


(13) The Chief Secre- I 
tary to the Gov- ! 
ernment of| 
Burma. 1 


(14) The Commanding ; 
Officer ofaj 
Gurkha Batta- 
lioh. j 


Any place 
within the 
Pol i t i c a 1 
Jurisdi cti on 
of His Bri- 
tannic Ma. 
jesty’s Con- 
sul General 
and Agent of 
the Govern- 
m e nt of 
India in 
Khorasan or 
of His Bri- 
tannic Ma- 
jesty’s Con- 
sul for Sistan 
and Hain. 
Any State in 
India within 
the political 
charge of the 
Government 
of Burma, 
and any 
place in Siam 
or China. 
Nepal. 


Subject, in the case of export to Siam or 
China, to the condition that the consignee 
has obtained sanction to the import of the 
consignment from the Siamese or Chinese 
authorities concerned. 


For the export of kukris in the possession of 
discharged Gurkha Sepoys on their depar- 
ture from the battalion to Nepal. 


(15) The British Envoy) 
at the Court of j 
Nepal. 


Nepal. 


For the export of shot gun ammunition to 
discharged or pensioned officers, non-oom- 
missioned officers or men of Gurkha Eegi- 
ments. 


Entry (12) (u-1) added by notn. no. E.-21-LIV-29, dated the 10th Sept. 1929 
Entry (15) was added by notn.no. E.-21-XXI-25 dated the 2ad ApriJ, 1925. 
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The Ixdjan Asms Rules. [Schedule Vllj 

[See rule 46 (8) of tlie Indian Arms Enles, 1924, page 113] 

Persons to whom no pee is charoeable for a licence in Form XVI in 
RESPECT op certain ARMS. 

Persons. Arms and ammunition. 


(1) (a) Any Warrant Officer, Non-Commissioned AJL 
Officer, or Soldier in His Majesty’s Military Forces, 
British or Indian, or in the Auxiliary Force, India, 

or in the Indian Territorial Force, and any Warrant 
Officer of the Royal Indian Marine. 

(6) any Indian Officer within the meaning of section 7 

(2) of the Indian Army Act 1911 (VIII of 1911K 
whether in service or retired and in receipt as such 
of a pension, or 

<c) any person who was enrolled as a member of a 
corps of Volunteers under the Indian Volunteers 
Act, 1869 (XX of 1869), or who was a member of 
tbs Indian Defence Force, and who has been award- 
ed the Volunteer Officer’s Decoration or the Long 
Service Medal. 

id) Indian Officers of the Burma Military Police, 
Assam Rides and Eastern Frontier Bides whether 
in service or retired and in receipt as such of a 
pension, and 

(e) non-commissioned officers and men of the Burma 
Military Police, Assam Rifles and Eastern Frontier 
Rides nominated in this behalf by Commandants of 
Battalions to a number not exceeding dve in each 
Company. 

(2) (a) Any person, below the rank of commissioned 
officer who has been discharged from his Majesty’s 
naval, military or air forces and who is in receipt as 
such of a pension or has been transferred to the 
Army Reserve or the Indian Army Reserve and who 
is designated in this behalf by the officer com- 
manding his unit or department, or 

(b) any person below the rank of commissioned officer 
who has been discharged from any unit of the 
Imperial Service Troops or Indian State Forces and 
who is in receipt as such of a pension and who is 
designated in this behalf by the officer commanding 
the unit. 

(3) Any ex-officer of His Majesty’s naval, military or 
air forces, so long as he is entitled to wear the 
uniform of such force or any officer of the Indian 
Army Reserve after release from army service. 


(4) Any officer of a Volunteer Corps, the Indian 
Defence Force, the Auxiliary Force, India, or the 
Indian Territorial Force, who has been granted 
honorary rank on retirement and permitted to wear 
the uniform of such corps or force. 

Clause (1) {a) Amended by notn. no. D. 564, dated the 29th May 1924. 

Clause (1) (c)^Vide note (1) to sec. of the Act, page 35. 


Such arms as were actually 
in a person’s possession at 
the time of his discharge, 
together with a reasonable 
quantity of ammunition for 
the same. 


Revolvers or automatic pis- 
tols which formed part of 
equipment when in employ- 
ment as such officer together 
with a reasonable quantity 
of ammunition for the same. 

Arms which formed part of 
equipment wli e n in 
employment as such officer, 
together with, where neces- 
sary, a reasonable quantity 
of ammunition for the same. 
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Persons. 


Arms and Ammunition. 


(5) Retired police oflfioers who are permitted to wear 
on ceremonial occassions or when calling on 
Government officials the uniform of the rank which 
they held in the force at the time of retirement. 


Revolvers which formed part 
of equipment as a police 
officer, together with a 
reasonable quantity of am- 
munition for the same. 


(6) The heirs or successors of persons holding swords 
or other arms received by them as gifts from the 
Governor-General in Council or a local Government. 


Such arms as were received 
as gifts, together with, 
where necessary, a reason- 
able quantity of ammunition 
for the same. 


(7) Government servants whose possession of arms-^ 
such possession not being exempt from the provi- 
sions of the Act under section 1 (b) thereof — is de- 
clared by the Local Government to be in the public 
interest. 


Such arms and ammunition 
as are specified in the 
declaration. 


I 


NOTES. 

(1) Under sub-rule (3) of rule 41 [now 46] of the Indian Arms Rules the persons 
named below (of the Simla District) arc exempted from the fee payable in respect 
of the grant of a single licence in Form XVI, under rule 33, for the possession of a 
single firearm other than a rifle, pistol or revolver, or in respect of the renewal of 
such licence, (H. D, notn. no. 1344 of the 9th June 1921). 


SCHEDULE. 


1. Hari Singh (Christian) of village Barobagh, tahsil Kotgarh. 

2. Budh Raj (Christian) of village Saraga, tahsil Kotgarh. 

3. Lai Singh (Kanait) of village Dhali, tahsil Kotkhai. 

4. Dhani Ram of village Nauza, tahsil Kotgarh. 

5. Sada Nand, son of Kum Das, village Nanza, pargana Kepu, tahsil Kotgarh. 

6. Sarnoo, Kanait of village Dalan, tahsil Kotgarh. 

7. Galeb Singh, son of Bud Singh, village Dakahal, tahsil Kotkhai. 

8. Dirjoo, son of Fandoo, Kanait of village Kofci, tahsil Kotkhai. 


(2) The possession of a Kukri by a member of the Linestaff of the Telegraph 
Department of the Bombay Engineering Circle while on duty shall be deemed to be 
of public interest under entry No. (7) of Schedule VII. (Bombay notn ’ no 1487 
dated the 1st June 1927.) * ’ ’ 


(3) The possession by the police officers mentioned below of a revolver or 
pistol in addition to the regulation revolver or pistol possessed by them as part of 
their equipment is in the public interest 

Deputy Inspectors of Police, Sub-Inspectors and Sergeants— In the Citv of 
Bombay. (Bombay notn. no. 2603 Poll, dated the 13th July 1930). ^ 

(4) The following officers who are required to possess arms for the adequate 
discharge of their duty, should be allowed a licence for one smooth-bore gun free of 
licence fees, provided there is no IndMdual objection to the grant of an arms ’licence 
m the terms of item 1?) of Schedule VII. 

(11 All subordinatea from foresters upwards who are posted in the Dooars 
and Jerai the lower parts of Ziirseong and Kalimpong Forest divisions and 
in the whole of the Jalpaiguri, Buxa and three Chittagong Divisions. 


Schedule Vll-Clause 
8nd April 1935. 


(7) was amended by notn. no. F.-21-XXI-25, dated the 
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(3) Ail subordinate officers, from the forest guards upwards, who are posted 
in the Sunder bans : 

Provided the Divisional Forest Officer certifies that the applicant falls within 
these categories, and requires fire-arms for the purpose of self-protection in the 
course of his duties. (Para. 46 of Bengal Rules ) 

(5) Police officers of and above the rank of sub-inspector, including sergeants, 
are authorised to possess one revolver as part of their equipment. They are, 
therefore, exempted under section 1 (b) of the Arms Act from the obligation to 
take out a licence in respect of a weapon so possessed. 

The Government of India have held that section 1 (b) covers oases where 
firearms are issued by Government to subordinate officers, including forest 
subordinates, for protection in the execution of their duty but do not form part 
of the officer's equipment. Such officers, therefore, do not require a licence in 
respect of any firearms so issued. 

ATojffif— Paragraph 46 [note (4) above] covers the cases of certain forest subor- 
dinates who should possess arms for the adequate discharge of their duty but are not 
supplied with guns by Government. A forest subbordinate who is exempted under 
section 1 (b) in respect of a gun issued by Government or who received under 
paragraph 46 '^a free licence for a gun not supplied by Government must take out 
and pay for a licence for any other weapon in his possession. (Bengal letter no. 3863 
P. J., dated the 21st Sept. 1920, and H. D. letter no. F. 21/XXIII/24, dated the 14th 
April 1925, and para 46A, Bengal Rules.) 

(6) Officers holding commissions in the Auxiliary and Territorial Forces 
are not exempted from payment of licence fees in respect of private arms. All 
warrant officers, non-commissioned officers and men in these forces are however 
exempted under item (1) (a) of Schedule VII, from payment of licence fees in respect 
of all arms which they possess under a licence in Form XVI, Their exemption 
from payment of licence fees does not however entitle them to the grant of 
licences except in accordance with the orders in force from time to time regarding 
issue and renewal of licences. The restrictions on the grant of revolvers in 
paragraph 58 [note (6) to rule 33, page 102] therefore apply in these cases also. 
iB©ngallettersiios..796-1003 Pl-D.. dated the 29th Sept. 1924 and 3094-3115 PI. dated 
the 29th Nov., 1924 and para 46B of Bengal Rules). 
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Schedule VIII. 

FORM l,-^(See Eulea 6, 2$ and SO.) 

Free of all fee. 

import 

Licence for the transport of cannon^ articles designed for torpedo service, war-rockets 
possession 

or machinery far the manufacture of arms or ammunition. 



Conditions. 


1. This licence is granted subject to all the provisions of 
Act. 1878, and of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924. 


the Indian Arms 


2. In cases of import or transport — 

(aj bulk shall not be broken before the articles reach the place of destina- 
tion, and 

(6) the articles shall be delivered only to a person lawfully entitled to 
receive them. 


3., In oases of import by land or river, or of transport, 
contents of each package shall be legibly written thereon. 


an account of the 


4. In cases of transport by rail, each package shall be marked with the word 
cannon, or. as the case may be, in such a manner as to be readily recognizable bv 
the railway authorities. oy 


20 
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FORM ruU$ 8 and 9.) 


Feb— 

(а) where granted under rule 8, (d), FREE OF ALL PEE ; 

(б) where granted under rule 9, ONE RUPEE ; 

(c) in any other case, TEN RUPEES, 


Licence for the import of arms^ ammunition or military stores into the port of— 


Name, 
descrip- 
tion and 
residence 
of licensee 
and 
agent 
(if any) 

® w 
^ W) 

ARMS. 

AMMUNITION 

OR MILITARY 
STORES. 

xi 

2 . 

o.? 

J3 

CD O' 
OQ O 
O U 

A 

s 

Value of the fire- j 
arms per piece. | 

Place where 
articles are 
to be deposi- 
ted or to 
which they 
are to be 
despatched. 

[ 

Period for which 
the licence is 
valid. 

Descrip- 

tion. 

Number. 

Descrip- 

tion. 

Weight 
in seers 
or 

number 

1 

2 

3 1 

4 


6 

B 

B 

9 

10 



! 

1 





i 

From the 

to the 

19 . 


The of 19 



(Signature.) 

Commissioner of Police^ — — ^ 

District Magistrate of the ■ — -district 
Secretary to the Government of Madras. 


Conditions^ 

This Hcence is granted subject to all the provisions of the Indian Arms Act, 
1878, and of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924. 

%. An account of the contents of each package shall be legibly written thereon. 

3. The article shall be either— 

(a) deposited at Aden in such Government warehouse as the Political Resident 
may from time to time appoint in this behalf, and elsewhere— 

(i) in a warehouse appointed under section 15 of the Sea Customs Act, 1878, or 

(«) subject to the general or special sanction of the Local Government under 
section 7 of the Indian Arms Act, 1878, in a warehouse licenced under 
section 16 of the Sea Customs Act, or 

(ft) forthwith despatched to their place of destination. 
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FORM HI.— {Nee Rule 10.) 


.Fee— 


(а) where granted under rule 10 {1), FIVE RUPEES ; 

(б) where granted under rule 10 (3), FREE OF ALL FEE. 

Licence for the import of arms, ammunition or military stores by land or river. 


Name, 
description 
and resi« 
denceof 
licensee 
and agent 
(if any). 

1 Number of packages. | 

ABMS. 

ammunition 
OR Military 
Stores. 

Place of despatch 
and route. 

Purpose for which 
required. 

Place of destination. | 

Name, desoription 
and residence of 
consignee. 

Period for which 
the license is 
valied. 

Description. 

Number. 

^ Description. 

Weight 
in seers 
or 

number. 

1 

! 2 : 

1 

1 3 

1- 

4 

5 

1 

6 

7 

8 i 

9 

10 

. 11 

j 


i 








From the—— 


i 









to the 


1 

1 








I 19 , 


(Signature)* 


The of 19 


The of 19 



Commissioner of Folice^ <^ 

District Magistrate of -the district. 

Political Officer for the State, 


. Date on which a copy is sent to the 



Political Officer for the State [rule 10 (8)]. 

District Magistrate of the district [rule 10 (^)]. 

Station Master at the station [rule 10 (6)]* 


Conditions, 

1* This licence is granted subject to all the provisions of the Indian Arms Act 
1878, an^d of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924. * 

2, The articles shall not be conveyed by any route other than that specified in 
column 7 ; and bulk shall not be broken, nor shall the consignment be stopped before 
the articles reach the place of destination. 

8. An account of the contents of each package shall be legibly written thereon * 
and where the articles are conveyed by rail, each package shall be marked with the 
word or expression ‘ Arms” “Ammunition,” or Military Stores,” as the case may be 
so as to be readily recognizable by the railway authorities, * 
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FORM VT—iSee Huh IS.) 


FEE— 

(a) where granted under Rule 15 (2) (a) to (d), TEN B0PEES, or 
in the case referred to in Rule 46 (2), ONE ROPEE ; 

' (b) where granted under Rule 15 (2) (e), FBEE OE all fee. 


Licence for the export by sea of arms, ammunition or military stores from the port 
of to the port of . 


Name, 
description 
and resi- 
dence of 
licensee 
and agent 
(if any). 

Number of packages. 

ARMS. 

AMMUNITION 

OR Military 
Stores. 

Port to which con- 
signment is to be 
despatched. 

Period for which the 
licence is valid. 

Description. 

Number. 

Description. 

Weight 
in seers 
or 

number. 

1 

2 

3 


5 

■ 

6 

7 

8 








From the — — 






1 

i 


— to the 


The — o f - - — 


The of 19 


fke of 19 


’Date on which the p -evioua sanction of the 

Commissioner of Police — ■ 

District Magistrate of the district 

is (Stained [Rule 89 (2)]. {Signature), 


’Date on which a copy is sent to the 

Commissioner of Police. 

District Magistra te of the district 

[Rule U (4)] 

Commissioner of Police. 

District Magistrate of the ^district 



Conditions, 


1. This licence is granted subject to all the provisions of the Indian Arms Act* 
1878, and of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924. 

2. Where the consignment is to be despatched to an Indian port, the licence 
^hall not be valid for export to any port other than that entered in column 7, 
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FORM Yr-(See Rule iB). 


Fee— F ive Rupees. 

Licence for the export by sea of arms, ammnuniiion or military stores from the port 
Qf to the port of 


Name, 
description 
and resi-i 
dene© of 
licensee 
and agent 
(if any) 

Number of packages. | 

Aems. 

AMMUNITION 

OR Military 
Stores. 

Place of despatch 
and route. 

Purpose for which 
required. 

Place of destination, j 

Name, description I 
and residence of | 
consignee. | 

Period for 
which the 
licence is 
valid. 

Description. 

Number. 

Description. 

Weight in 
seers or 
number. 

1 ;2 

3 

4 

5 1 6 

7 

8 

9 * 

10 

11 


(Signature). 


Secy, to the GovL of India, For, and Poll Dept, 
Officer specially empowered under Rule 16. 

fjie pf X9 . rDate on which a copy is sent to the 

S (Jf) Poll- Officer or Poll Resdt. [Rule 16 [2)1- 
j {2} Agent or Master of vessel at 
The—^—of 19 . C the port [Rule 16 (5^.] 


Conditions are similar to those of Form III. 


FORM Yl.-(See Rule 17). 


Fee— Five Rupees. 


I ' arms, ammunition or military stores to 
in the State 


Licence for the export by land or river of— 


arms, ammunition or military stores to the 

State in political relation with the 

Government of 


Name, 
description 
and resi- 
dence ^f 
licensee 
and agent 
(if any). 

* Number of packages. | 

Arms, 

AMMUNITION 

OR Military 
Stores. 

Place of despatch 
and route. 

Purpose for which 
required. 

Place of destination. 

Name, description, 
and residence of 
consignee. 

Period for 
which the 
licence is 
valid. 

Description. 

Number. 

Description. 

j Weight in 
seers or 
number. 


i 3 i 4 

i t 

5 

6 

7 

1 8 

9 

10 

11 


Conditions are similar to those of Form III, 
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FORM VII .— Rule M,) 

Fee— Ten Rupees. 

Licence for the transport of arms ^ ammunition or military stores. 


S « 

a d> 

A § 

o ^ 

« g 

iz; 


Q o 

S § 

“ s o a 

£*« 
d ps S M 

d d QQ 

0) H 
S s>»® O 

eo^ p O 
P S'** aj 


© b 

® 2 

cS as 


CD g 
O B 

OQ .S 
0 m 
© d 
©rO 


^ } ARMS. 


{ 


M 

o 

eS 

Ot 


XI 

S 

P3 

iz; 


Ammotition 
OR Military 
Stores 


© 


! 


§ 


Weight 
In seers 
or 

number. 


6 i 


The -of -19 


The—of^-XQ 


I Date on which the previous sanction 

J ^f^he Commissioner of Police 

1 District Magistrate of the 'district 

{ is obtained [rule S9 [!)]. 

I Date on which a copy is sent to the Com- 
tnissioner of Police— [rule S 4 (jg) (a)]: • 

District Magistrate of Ihe district ! 

[rule 24 (g) (&)] 


fctM 

X o 

d 

o 

o ® 

d*d 

Pk O 

d 

Pig 

s a 

3 

2 © 

no 

d 

oo 

© 

92 fn 

G> -2 
•d M © 

P 43 

d 

© © 

<w d © 

® © *s 

o 

©" bO 

gl § 

2 o *4 
^ n *♦» 

© 

d 

d 

<« § 8 

o, 1 

S 

SZ! 

8 1 

9 

10 


© 

X} 

■w* 

xjS 

t ^ 

* ae 
u 

.P ® 

*4-4 O 

a 

U 


11 


Magistrate at [rule U (5)]. 


[Signature) i 


'' ^ Commissioner of 

\ Police. 

Seal. ] District Magis-- 
y trate of the—^ 
J —district. 


The- 


-of- 


-19 


Oottditions 1 to 3 are similar to those of Form III. 

4. The articles shall be delivered only to a person lawfully entitled to receive them 
FORM VIIL— Rules 26 and 27,) 

Feb— T'ek Rupees. 

Licence for | of arms, ammunition or military stores. 


gop'g®^! 

S§«siii 

o fi'o5 p*aj 
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a 
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*© g 

s.a 

P 23 
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es 
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o 

C3 
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d 
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Arms. 


Ammunition 
or military. 
Stores. 


d 

o 


© 

a 


fl 

o 


: © 

i!zi 


4 i 5 


Weight 
in seers 
or 

number. 


X3 o 

43 O 

d 'S 

Pi O 

2 a 

o 

o *3 

p 

© P d 

2 ® S 

d M +a 


a 

o 


a 

d 


'd 

<♦-4 

o 

© 

o 

at 
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I ® 

TS 
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“s 6 

'd 00 o 

£ o 
i ® o 

JZi 


10 


© 

XJ 

•+* . 
■^3 

t: 

d © 
<13 P 

.2g 


11 


The— of 19 

The— of— 19 
The— of— 10 


Date on which copy is sent to the 

(а) other <^oncern?d 

licensing authority 

V 27 (2) ,/ 

(б) District Magistrate of District 

' Ruu^m-^\ 

27 (S) (5) / 

(c) Station Master at the ...Railway Station 


. ' JUft 

I ( 


Signature, 


V 27 (g) (a) ) 


Political officer 
Officer specially 
empowered under 
Rule 27, 

State 


Conditions are similar to those of Licence Form YIT, 
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FORM JX— [See Buie S 8 ( 1 ) 


Fee Twenty rupees 


U 

m 

Ji 

S 


CQ 


Name* des- 
cription 
and resi- 
dence of 
licensee, 
and of dnly 
authorised 
agent or 
agents if 
any. 


Place of business, fac- 
tory or shop. 

DBSOEIPTIOIT AND 

Number op Arms. 

Description and 
Quantity op 

AMMUNITION OR 
MILITARY STORES. 

Dale on 
which the 
licence 
expires. 

• 

To be 
manufac- 
tured or 
converted. 

To be sold 
or kept 
for sale. 

To be 
manufac- 
tured. 

To be sold 
or kept 
for sale. 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 • 

$ 


The- 


-of- 


-19 


6 


CommiBsioner of Police 


District Magistrate of the • 


-districts 


Form for renewal of the Licence. 


Date and year of renewal, 

1 Date on which the renewed 
licence expires. 

Signature of Commissioner of 
Police or District Magistrate. 




1 



Conditions. 


1. This licence is granted subject to all the provisions of the Indian Arms Act, 
1878, and the Indian Arms Rules, 1924. 

2. The licensee shall maintain registers of all arms manufactured or converted, 
of all ammunition and military stores manufactured, of all stock in hand, and of all 
sales in such form as the local Government may direct. 

3. He shall exhibit his stock and his registers on the demand of any Magistrate 
or any Police oflBoer of a rank not below that of Inspector, or, if the local Govern- 
ment so directs, of Sub-Inspector. 

4. (i) He shall ajBSx on a conspicuous part of his place of business, factory or 
shop a signboard, on which shall be painted in large letters in English and in the 
vernacular of the District his name and the words “ Licensed to manufacture (or 
** Licenced to deal in ” as the case may be) arms, ammunition and military storse.*' 

{2) He shall also affix in his place of business, , factory or shop a copy of sec- 
tion 28 of the Indian Arms Act, 1878, either in English or in the vornaoular 
of the District. 

5. He shall at the time of purchase of arms, in the North-West Frontier 
Province at the time of purchase of all ammunition and elsewhere at the time of 
purchase of ammunition for rifles other than. *22 bore, revolvers or pistols, endorse 
upon the licence of every purchaser holding a licence in Form XVI, XVII, XVIII. 
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(a) the name, description and residence of the person who takes delivery of the 
articles sold. 

(b) the nature and quantity of the articles sold, and 

(c) the date of sale, and shall sign the endorsement. 

6. He shall at the time of the sale of a weapon enter in his register the number 
and marks, if any, stamped on the weapon at the time of manufacture. 

7. He shall give information of ail sales of arms, ammunition and military 
stores to such person and in such manner as the Local Government may direct. 

8. He shall not sell to any person licensed to possess or carry arms, ammunition 
in excess of the maximum which may be hxed by the local Government for such 
person and which is endorsed on such person’s licence, 

9. He shall not sell arms, ammunition or military stores elsewhere than at the 
place of business, factory or shop specified in column 3. 

10. He shall not sell arms, ammunition or military stores to an Indian ofificer, 
non-commissioned officer or soldier of His Majesty’s Indian Forces, unless such 
person produces a written pass or permit signed by his .Commanding Officer, and 
then only to the extent and on the conditions specified in such pass or permit. 

11. He shall not keep Government arms, ammunition or military stores, or, 
unless he is specially authorized in this behalf by the local Government, or in Sind 
by the Commissioner in Sind, keep or sell revolvers manufactured out of India or 
magazine pistils. 

Explanation , — For the purposes of this condition, — 

(a) “Government arms” means a firearm or other weapon which is the pro- 
perty of the Government ; and 

(1) “Government ammunition” and “Government military stores,” mean, 
respectively, ammunition and military stores manufactured in any 
Government factory, or prepared for and supplied to the Government. 

1%, Where the licence is granted in and for any local area in Bengal or Assam, 
the licensee shall not sell arms or ammunition, without a special permit from a 
Magistrate, to any member of a hill-tribe to^ which the local Government may from 
time to time by notification apply this condition, 

13. (1) Where the licence is granted in and for any local area in Burma, the 
licensee shall not, save as herein otherwise provided, sell arms, ammunition or 
military stores to, or for the use of, any person without the sanction in writing of the 
District Magistrate of the district in which such person resides or of the Commis- 
sioner of Police, if the person resides in Bangoon. 

(2) Nothing in this condition shall be deemed to apply to sales to or for 
the use of— 

(a) any person who is exempted under entry (1), (4) or (6) (a) of the table 
appended to Schedule I to the Indian Arms Rules, 1924, from the pro- 

, hibitions and directions contained in sections 13 to 14 of the Indian 
Arms Act, 1878, or 

{h) any person whose name is included in any list compiled by the District 
Magistrate for this purpose, and who declares that he purchases for his 
own use. 

14. (1) Where the licence is granted in and for any local area in the North- 
West Frontier Province, or the Dera Ghazi Khan district or the Isa Khel tahsil of 
the Mianwali district of the Punjab, the licensee shall not, save as herein otherwise 
provided, sell arms, ammunition or military stores to, or for use of, any person 
without the sanction in writing of the District Magistrate of the district in which 
such person resides. 

(2) Nothing in this condition shall be deemed to apply to sales to or for 
the use of— 

(а) any person who is exempted under entry (1). (2), (3), (4) or (6) (d) of the 
table appended to Schedule I to the Indian Arms Rules, 1924, from the 
prohibitions and directions contained in sections 13 to 15, of the Indian 
Arms Act, 1878, or 

(б) any yillageis residing in those portions of the North-West' Frontier 
Province which are specified in entries (8) and (9) of Schedule JV to those 
Rules as withdrawn from the operation of certain sections of that Act, or 

(c) anj^ person whose name is included in any list compiled by the District 
Magistrate for this purpose and who declares that he purchases for his 
own use. 

15. The licensee shall forthwith give information at the nearest police station 
of the loss or theft of any arms, ammunition or military stores covered by the licence. 
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EOEM X—[See Rule S8 {1) (6). ] 

Feb— Ten. Rupees. 

, Licence to sell and keep for $ale arms, ammunition or military stores {other than 
breech-loading rifles^ rifle ammunition or military stores for rifles). 


Name, description 
and residence of 
licensee and of duly 
authorised agent or 
agents, if any. 


! Descrip-I Description 
1 tion andj and quantity 
number 1 of ammuni- 
of I tion or mili- 
arms. | tary stores. 


Date on which the 
licence expires. 


In Burma 


; The Slst^March, 19 
j Elsewhere 


The 31st December 19 


{Signature,) 

e \ Commissioner of Police, — — 

' 

' District Magistrate of the— district. 

Form far renewal of the licence. 

Date and year of re- | Date on which the re- Signatureof Commissioner of Police 
newal. newed licence expires. or District Magistrate. 


^ Conditions. . 

This licence is granted subject to all the provisions of the Indian Arms Act 
1878, and of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924. 

2, The licensee shall maintain registers of all arms, ammunition and miJitarv 
stores in stock, and of all sales, in such form as the Local Government may direct, 

3. He shall exhibit his stock and his registers on the demand of any Maeia- 
trate or any Police-officer of a rank not below that of Inspector, or if the Local 
Government so directs, of Sab-Inspector. 

^ 4. (1) He shall affix on a conspicuous part of his place of business or shon a 

signboard on which shall be painted in large letters in English and in the vernacular 
of the district his name and the words “Licensed to deal in arms ammunition and 
military stores. 

XU shall also affix in his place of business or shop a copy of section 28 of 

the Indian Arms Act, 1878, in English or in the vernacular of the district* 

Conditions 5 to X5 are similar to those of Licence Form IX. 

21 
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FORM XI~[Sfee Rule 28 (2) (a)]. 

Fee — (a) where the licensee holds a licence in Form IX, FREE OF ALL CHARGES ; 
(6) in all other cases, Twenty Rupees. 


Licence to manufacture, convert, sell or keep for sale breech-loading rifles, parts of 
hreech4oading rifles, rifle ammunition or military stores for rifles. 


*1.1 ' ^ <4-. i * 

0^0 i3o !« 

rQ 1*4* 1 ® ft- 

Sf o , I 'U o 1 ^ xs * 

§l'g=i“-3 . S; 
= SS'Sg-' 

O OS as 1 S 

O C 4S ' O f- , ° 

'Scxsc gTic aie 

” r 1 

Description and 
Rgmbeb of 
Arms 

DESCRIPTION AND QUAN- 
TITY OF ammunition or 
Military stores. 

Date on which the 
licence expires. 

' To be 

manu- 
factured 
or con- \ 

verted ® 

1 

1 

' To be sold 
’^factured. 1 

I 

1 ‘ 2 3 ! 4 i 5 

6 j 7 ’ 8 




I 

1 

* 

1 

j 



In Burma — 

The 31st March 19 

Elsewhere-— 

The 1st December 

19 . 


The of 19 



(Signature,) 


Secretary to the' 


Commissioner in Sind, 


Form for renewal of the Licence, 


! 1 

Date and year of i 

■ renewed licence 

expires. 

1 

Secretary to the Local Government 

* Commissii*rier in Sind 

! Commissioner [if empowered under 
the proviso to rule 42 (3)]. 

i i 


; i 



Conditions, 

Conditions 1 to 3 are identical with conditions 1 to 3 of Licence FORM X, 

4. (1) B[e shall afijx on a conspicuous part of his place of business factory or . 
shop a signboard on which shall be painted in large letters in English 6nd in the 
vernacular of the district his name and the words “Licensed to deal in breech-loading 
rifles, rifle ammunition and military stores for rifles.*’ 


(1) The heading “see rule 28 (3) (ct)** were substituted for the words “See Rule 
26 (2) (a)** by the addenda and corrigenda dated the 9th January 1924. 

(2) The words parts of “breech-loading rifles’* wherever they occurred were 
added by notn. no. F. 21-XIII-26, dated the 22nd July 1926. 
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FORM Xl—contd. 

(2) He shall also affix in his place of business, factory or shop a copy of 
•section 28 of the Indian Arms Act, 1878, either in English or in the vernacular of 
the district. 

5. He shall at the time of purchase of arms, in the Horth-West Frontier Province 
at the time of purchase of all ammunition, and elsewhere at the time of purchase of 
ammunition for rifles other than *22 bore, revolvers or pistols endorse upon the licence 
of every purchaser holding a licence in form XVI, XVII, XVIII, XlX or XX— 

(а) the name, description and residence of the person who takes delivery of 
the articles sold, 

(б) the nature and quantity of the articles sold, and 

(c) the date of sale, 

and shall sign the endorsement. 

6. He shall at the time of the sale of a weapon enter in his register the number 
and marks, if any, stamped on the weapon at the time of manufacture, 

7. He shall give information of all sales of arms, ammunition and military 
stores to such person and in such manner as the Local Government may direct. 

8. He shall not sell breech-loading rifles, parts of breech-loading rifles, rifle 
ammunition or militarv stores for rifles elsewhere than at the place of business, 
factory or shop specified in col umn 3, 

9. He shall not keep Government arms, ammunition or military stores. 

For the purposes of this condition— 

(a) ^‘Government arms’* means a firearm or other weapon which is the 
property of the Government ; and 

(b) “Government ammunition” and “Government military stores” mean, 
respectively, ammunition and military stores manufactured in any Government 
factory, or prepared for and supplied to Government, 

10. He shall not sell arms, ammunition or military stores to an Indian officer, 
non-commissioned officer or soldier of His Majesty^s Indian Forces, unless such person 
produces a written pass or permit signed by his Commanding Officer, and then only 
to the extent and on the conditions specified in such pass or permit. 

11. (1) Where the licence is granted in and for any local area in Burma, the 
licensee shall not, save as herein otnerwise provided, sell breech-loading rifles, rifle 
ammunition or military stores for rifles to, or for the use of, any person without the 
sanction in writing of the District Magistrate of the district in which such person 
resides, or of the Commissioner of Police if the person resides in Rangoon. 

(2) Nothing in this condition shall be deemed to apply to sales to, or for 
the use of— 

(a) any person who is exempted under entry (1), (4), or (6) (e) of the table 
appended to Schedule I to the Indian Arms Rules, 1924, from the prohibitions and 
directions contained in sections 13 to 15 of the Indian Arms Act, 1878, or 

(b) any person whose name is included in any list compiled by the District 
Magistrate for this purpose, and who declares that he purchases for his own use. 

12. (1) Where the licence is granted in and for any local area in the North-West 
Frontier Province, or the Dera Ghazi Khan district or the Isa Khel tahsil of the 
Mianwali district of the Punjab, the licensee shall not, save as herein otherwise 
provided, sell breech-loading rifles, parts of breech-loading rifles, rifle ammunition or 
military stores for rifles to, or for the use of, any person without the sanction in 
writing of the District Magistrate of the district in which such person resides. 

(2) •Nothing in this condition shall be deemed to apply to sales to, or for 
the use of— 

(а) any person who is exempted under entry (1), (2), (3), (4), or (6) (d) of 
the table appended to Schedule I to the Indian Arms Rules. 1924, from the prohibi- 
tions and directions contained in sections 13 to 15 of the Indian Arms Act, 1878, or 

(б) any person whose name is included in any list compiled by the District 
Magistrate for this purpose, and who declares that he purchases for his own use. 

13. The licensee shall forthwith give information at the nearest police-station of 
the loss, or theft of any arms, ammunition or military stores covered by the licence. 
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FOBMZII [See Rule S8 (ayi 

\7her8 the licensee already holds a license in Form X,-— FREE OF ALL CHARGE’S. 
(&) in all other cases— TEN RUPEES. 

IjiceucB to isll dnd ksep for bclIb hreBch^locidittQ Tiflos, parts of hresch loading riflos^ 
rifle ammunition or military stores for rifles. 


Serial number of 1 
licence. I 

! 

N‘ame,description ! 
and residence of 
licensee, and of 
duly authorised 
agent or agents, 
if any. 

n 

Place of business 
or shop. 

Description and 
number of arms. 

Description and 
quantity of am- 
munition or 

military stores. 

Date on which the licence 
expires. 

1 

2 

1 ^ 

4 

1 ® 

6 



1 


1 

1 

In Burma 






The 31st March, 19 — 






Elsewhere 






The Slat December, 19—, 


(Signature) 
Secretary to the^ 
Commissioner in Sind. 


of .pj . 

Form for renewal of the licence. 



1 

Secretary to the Local Govt. 

Date and year of 
renewal. 

1 Date on which the renewed! 

Commissioner in Sind. 

! licence expires. 

) 

i 

Commissioner [if empowered 
under the proviso to rule 42 (3).] 



! 




Conditions, 


Conditions i, and are identical with those of Licence FORM X, 

4. (i) He shall afiix on a conspicuous part of his place of business or shop a 
signboard, on which shall be painted in large letters in English and in the vernacular 
of the district his name and the words **Licensed to deal in breech-loading rifles, 
parts of breech-loading rifles, rifle ammunition and military stores for rifles.*’ 

{2} He shall also affix in his place of business or shop a copy of section 28 of 
the Indian Arms Act, 1878, in English or in the vernacular of the district. 

Conditions 5, 6 and 7 are similar to conditions 5, 6 and 7 of Licence FORM IX. 

8. He shall not sell arms, ammunition or military stores elsewhere than at the 
place of business or shop specified in column 3. 

Conditions 9 to 13 are similar to the corresponding conditions of FORM XL 
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FORM Till— {See Buie *9]. 


Free of all fee. 

Licence for the possession hy holders of licenses in Form IX, XI or XII of firearms 
and ammunition deposited by their owners for safe keeping^ 


Name, description 
and residence of 
licensee and of duly 
authorised agent or 
agents, if any 

Description of 
firearms. 

Place (with description, 
where articles are to 
be kept.) 

♦Period for which the 
license is valid* 


' 2 

1 ® 

4 

1 

j 

1 

i 

i 




(Signature.) 

Commissioner of Police ' " - ■ 

District Magistrate of the district. 

Sub-divisional Magistrate~— district. 


Conditions, 

1. This licence is granted subject to all the provisions of the Indian Anns Act. 
1878, and of the Indian Arms Rules, 19^4. 

%, It covers only firearms and ammunition of the description given in column 
2 so long as they are kept in the place described in column 3 but does not authorise 
the licensee— 

(x) to go armed, or 

(tx) to keep Government arms or ammunition. 

Explanation,— "Eoj: the purposes of this condition— 

(a) “Government arm“ means a firearm or other weapon which is the property 
of the Government ; and 

“Government ammunition” means ammunition manufactured in any Govern- 
ment factory or prepared for and supplied to Government. 

3. The licensee shall maintain a register of all arms and ammunition in his 
possession under this licence in such form as the local Government may direct. 

4. He shall exhibit such arms and ammunition and his register on the demand 
of any* Magistrate or any Police officer of a rank not below that of Inspector, or 
if the local Government so directs, of Sub-Inspector. 

5. The licensee shall forthwith give information at the nearest police station 
of the loss or theft of any arms or ammunition covered by the licence. 


* Note— A licence in this form will be granted fora period ending on the day 
on which the licensee’s licence in Form IX. X, XI or XII as the case may be, is due 
to expire. 
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FORM XIV-[See Rule 31]. 


Free op all Fees. 

Licence for the possession of ctrtns (other tkSi,7i pistols or revolvers) ^ aMniunition 

or military stores. 


1 

Name, descrip- j 
tion, and resi- i 
dence of licensee 
and agent { 

(if any). 

; Number and 
description 
of arms. 

AMMONITIONOR | 
MILITARY STORES. | 

Place (with des- 
cription where 
articles are to 
be kept.) 

I 

* Period for which 
the license is 
valid. 

Descrip- 

tion. 

Quan- 
i tity. 

1 i 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 








{Signature) 


The 


•of X9 



Commissioner of Police ; — 

Listrict Magistrate of the district. 

Sub divisional Magistrate district. 


Conditions. 

1. This licence is granted subjeo I: to all the provisions of the Indian Arms Act, 
1878, and of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924. 

2. It covers only the arms, ammunition and stores specified in columns 3 
and 4 so long as they are kept in the place described in column 5, but does not 
authorise the licensee— 

(i) to go armed, or 

{ii) to keep Government arms or ammunition. 

Explanation — For the purpose of this condition — 

(al “Government arm’’ means a firearm or other weapon which is the property 
of the Government ; and 

(6) “Government ammunition” means ammunition manufactured in any Govern- 
ment factory, or prepared for and supplied to Government. 

3. Condition 2 {ii) may be cancelled by the authority granting the licence, if 
empowered to do so by the Local Government, and an endorsement added showing 
the Government arms and ammunition which the licensee is authorised to possess, 

4. The licensee shall forthwith give information at the nearest police-station 
of the loss or theft of any arms covered by the licence. 

5. The authority granting or renewing the licence has the right to inquire at 
any time during the currency of the licence, whether the weapon for which it has 
been granted is still in the possession of the licensee, and may require the production 
of the weapon for the purpose of such an inquiry. 


*Note (1), A licence in this Form may be granted for any period not exceeding 
three years. 

Note (2). Licensees are warned that in case they sell any arms or ammunition 
covered by the licences possessed by them to any person (other than a person 
exempted under section 27 of the Act) they are required to give notice forthwith of 
the sale together with particulars as to the name and address of the purchaser to the 
magistrate of the district or to the officer in charge of the nearest police station. 
Failure to give notice as required above is punishable with imprisonment form a term 
which may extend to three years or with fine or with both. 
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form : X^-lSeeRuleS2\ 

Fee— ( a) For each breech^loading pistol or revolver— TEN RUPEES. 

(6) For any other breech-loading weapon— FIVE RUPEES. 

(c) For other weapons — EIGHT ANNAS in disarmed districts, and POUR ANNAS 
elsewhere, each weapon. 

The above-mentioned fees are for licences granted for periods of one year or less. 
A licence in this Form may be granted for any period exceeding one year and not 
exceeding three years, in which case a compounded fee shall be levied. 

Licence for the possession and use^for the purpose of target practice^ of firearms 

and ammunition. 

Arias OB ammunition that 

LICENSEE IS ENTITLED 

To P OSSESS. 

1 
1 

Description. | Quantity. 

i 

3 4 

{Si^ature) 

Commissioner of Police ^ 

District Magistrate - ■ district, 

Sub-Divisional^Magistrate of the district. 


Conditions, 

1. This licence is granted subject to all the provisions of the Indian Arms Act, 
1878, (XI of 1878), and of the Indian Arms Rules. 1924. 

2. It covers only the mess, club, or association named and the arms and 
ammunition described therein. 

3. The mess, club or association, at the time of purchasing any new arms, and 
in the North-West Frontier Province at the time of purchabing ammunition, and 
elsewhere at the time of purchasing ammunition for rifles, other than '22 bore, 
revolvers or pistols shall cause the following particulars to be endorsed upon its 
licence under the vendor’s signature, namely : — 

(а) the name, description and residence of the person who takes delivery of the 
articles purchased on behalf of the mess, club or association ; 

(б) the nature and quantity of the articles purchased ; and 

(c) the date of purchase. 

and. if the arms or ammunition are purchased from any person other than a licensed 
dealer, shall also cause the particulars specified in clauses (b) and (c) to be furnished 
in writing to the authority who granted this licence within such period as may be 
prescribed by that authority for this purpose. 

4 The mess, club or association shall not purchase ammunition in excess of 
the maximum which may from time to time be fixed by the local Government 

5. This mess, club or association shall forthwith give information at the 
nearest podce station of the b^ss or theft of any arms covered by the licence. 

6. The licence does not authorise any member of the mess, club or association 
to keep Government arms or ammunition. 

Explanation. — For the purp )S8S of this condition — 

(a) “Government arm” means a firearm or other weapon which is the property 
of the (Government ; 

{h)^ ‘ Government ammunition” means ammunition manufactured in a Govern- 
ment factory or prepared for and supplied to Government. 

7. The local Government may require any firearm or ammunition possessed 
by the mess, club or association to be registered in such manner as the Local 
Government thinks fit. 

8. The authority grauting or renewing the licence has the right to inquire 
at any time during the currency of the licence whether the weapons for which it 
has been.granted are still in the possession of the mess, club or association and to 
require the production of such weapons for the purposes of such enquiry. 
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FORM XVl—iSee Buie 33). 

Feb— I (a) If the licence is granted for a mmunifcion of the kind referred to in rule 
(33) (1), proviso iii)^Free of all Fee ; 

(1) (bj in the N.-W. F. Province, and the Attock District of the Punjab, 
if the licence is granted for the purposes of village defence, Free of all Fee, otherwise— 
(0 in disarmed districts, Eight Annas, and (») elsewhere, Four Annas 
for each weapon ; and 
(c) elsewhere in British India — 

(») for a breech-loading pistol or revolver, Ten Rupees, («) for any other 
breech-loading weapon, Five Rupees, (Hi) for other weapons, Eight 
Annas in disarmed districts and Four Annas, elsewhere, 
for each weapon. 

Provided that in Burma licences granted for the purpose of village defence 
shall be granted free of all fee— 

IL The above mentioned fees are payable in respect of licences granted for the 
first time for the period of one year or leas. Should the licence be renewed for a 
farther period, and unless the licence is free of all fee, the following fees shall be 
payable in respect of each renewal for a period, of one year or less. 

(») in cases to which clause (b) in paragraph 1 applies, the same fees, and, 
(it) in oases to which clause (c) in paragraph I applies, five rupees, rupees 
two and annas eight &nd annas eight, ot annas four, respectively, 
provided that in such cases application for renewal is made within one month of the 
date on which the licence expires and if application is not made within that period, 
the licensing authority may, in his discretion levy fees at the original rate. 

III. A licence in this Form may be granted or renewed for any period not exceed 
ing three years, and if the period for which a licence is granted or renewed exceeds 
one year, the fee shall, subject to the proviso to clause (ii) in para. II be levied at the 
annual rates hereinbefore prescribed for grant or renewal as the case may be. 

Licence for the possession of arms and ammunition and for going armed for the 
purposes of '‘sportf protection! display'* 


0 

1 
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POSSESS I 


.s-g s o 


S’S-SI 

•M bS « 

O (2) SQ 


Retainers (ip any) covered by the 

LICENCE. 


Arms or ammunition 
j that retainer is entitled 
I to possess. 

1 *2^1 * A ! 

' ® ** .3 S • 1 O O fl 

is -'Si 's-j 

Cl .I £3 -O OB O 

S 0} ^ 

TS ^ .5 ” 

-g '5 J 2 a O.T3 a 

|g5 3,-a |i3-l 


(Signature). 

C ommissioner of Police __ 

_J)eputy Co mmissioner of Pol ice. 

Assistant Commissioner of Folice. 

District Magistrate of the— d istrict. 

Sub- divisional Magistrate of the ...distnct. 


Amended by notn. no. 21-LII-24, dated the 28th August 1924 and notn..no. F. 21- 
*XX-27, dated the 5th May 19.7.. 
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Form of renewal of the Licence 


, Date and year. 

Date on which 
renewed licence 
expires. 

Signature. 

i 


^ Commissioner of Police 

/ \ Deputy Commissioner of Police, 

( SfiaL ! Assistant Commissioner of Police, 

V / District Magistrate District 

\ ^ Sub-divisional Magistrate— Sub*- 

division^ District — 











Conditions, 

1. This licence is granted subject to all the provisions of the Indian Arms Act, 
1878, and of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924. 

2. It covers only the persons named, and the arms and ammunition described 
therein and such retainers (if any) as may be entered in columtl 5. 

3. This licence is valid to the extent specified in column 10, subject in the case 
of a licence having effect outside the province in which it is granted or renewed to 
any restrictions which may be imposed by any general or special order of a local 
Government in respect of the territories administered by it or subject to its control. 

4. The licensee or any retainer acting under this licence shall not go armed with 

sport 

any arms covered thereby otherwise than in good faith for the purpose of protection ; 

display 

and, save where he is specially authorized in this behalf, in any Presidency-town or 

Rangoon, by the Deputy - — Commissione r Police, or in any other place, by 

Assistant Commissioner v • j 

the District Magistrate or a Snb-divisional Magistrate, he shall not take any such 
arms to a fair, religious procession or other public assemblage. 

5. The licensee, at the time of purchasing any new arms, in the N. W. F. Province 
at the time of purchasing ammunition, and elsewhere at the time of purchasing 
ammunition for rifles other than *22 bore, revolvers and pistols shall cause the following 
particulars to be endorsed upon his licence under the vendor’s signature, namely : — 

(a) the name, description and residence of the person who takes delivery of the 
articles purchased ; 

{b) the nature and quantity of the articles purchased ; and 

(c) the date of purchase ; 

and if the arms or ammunition are purchased from any person other than a 
licensed dealer shall also cause the particulars specified in clauses (6) and (c) to be 
furnished in writing to the authority who granted this licence within such period 
as may he prescribed for this purpose by such authority. • 

6. He shall not purchase ammunition for rifles other than *22 bore, revolvers and 
pistols in excess of the maximum which may from time to time be fixed by the local 
Government. 

7. He shall forthwith give information at the nearest police-station of the loss 
or theft of any arms covered by the licence. 

8. He shall not possess Government arms and ammunition. 

Eo^lanation.—¥ov the purposes of this condition — 

(o) “Government arm” means a firearm or other weapon which is the property 
of the Government ; and 

{h} “Government ammunition” means ammunition manufactured in any 
Government factory, or prepared for and supplied to Government. 

9. Condition 8 may be cancelled by the authority granting the licence if em- 
powered to do so by the Local Government, and an endorsement added showing the 
Government arms and ammunition which the licensee is authorised to possess. 

10. Where the licence is granted for the purpose of sport, the licensee or any 

29 . 
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retainer acting under the licence shall observe such close season as may be prescribed 
by the Local Government in respect of the game-birds and animals hereinafter set 
forth below. 

11. The licensee shall report any change of his permanent residence to the * 
authority who granted him the licence, and, in case of any such change, whether 
permanent or temporary, he may, at his option, apply to the nearest licensing 
authority for renewal of this licence should it be necessary. 

12. The authority granting or renewing the licence has the right to inquire at 
any time during the currency of the licence whether the weapon or weapons for 
which it has been granted is or are still in the possession of the licensee, and to require 
its or their production for the purposes of such inquiry. 


Note (1). — Any breach of the conditions of this licence is punishable with impri- 
sonment for a term which may extend to six months or to fine which may extend to 
Rs. 500 or with both. (Section 21 of the Indian Arms Act, 1878.) 

Note (2). — As note (2) on page 166. 
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FOBM XVI-A. Free of all Fee. (Rule 33, page 106). 

Licence for the possession by a retainer of arms and ammunition and for 
sport 

going armed for the purpose of protection . 

display 
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{Signature) 


Commissioner 

Deputy Commissioner 
District Magistrate 
Sub’-Diviaional Magte 


I of Police, 

I District, 


Conditions, 

1. This license is granted subject to all the provisions of the Indian Arms Act, 
1878, and of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924, 

2. It covers only the person named in column 3 of this licence and the arms 
and ammunition described in columns 5 and 6. 

3. This licence is valid to the extent specified in column 7, subject in the case 
of a licence having effect outside the province in which it is granted or renewed to 
any restrictions which may be imposed by any general or special order of a local 
Government in respect of the territories administered by it or subject to its control. 

^ 4. This licence shall only be granted to a person nominated in that behalf and 
certified to be his own retainer by a person exempted under article 1 {a) of Schedule 
I to these rules, and it shall only be granted ia respect of the arms and ammunition 
specified in this behalf by and being the property of such exempted person. 

5. This licence may be granted or renewed for any period not exceeding one 
year, provided that it shall expire on the date on which the person specified in 
column 2 of this licence ceases to be exempted under article 1 (a) of Schedule I to 
these rules, where such date is prior to the date on which it would ordinarily expire, 

6. ^ The licensee shall not go armed with any arms covered by this licence 
otherwise than in good faith for the purpose of sport, protection or display and, save 
where he is specially authorised in this behalf, in any Presidency-town or Rangoon 
by the Commissioner of Police, or, in other place, by the District Magistrate 
or a Sub-Divisional Magistrate, he shall not take any such arms to a fair, religious 
procession or other public assemblage. 

Conditions to 12 and 2 footnotes are similar to those of license form XVI. 


This form was added by H. D. notn. no. F-ir.XXIII-27 dated the 26th Feb. 1929, 
Note (l)— A s note (2) on page 166. 




172 


The Indiah Asms Roles. [Sch. Vlll— F orm XVII] 

form XVIL— (jS^ee Rule S4.) 

Fe6 for each weapon — ONE Rupee, 

Temporary licence for the possession of arms and going armed during the period 
occupied in journeying from the port or other place of arrival in British India to 
place of destination. 


Name and 
description 
of licensee. 

I 

ARMS OR AMMUNITION THAT 
LICENSEE IS ENTITLED 

TO POSSESS. 

Place of 

Period for 'which the 

Brief des- , 
cription of j 
each 1 
weapon. 

Quantity and ! 
description of ; 
each kind of 1 
ammunition. | 

' 1 

destination 

1 license is valid. 

1 

% 

! 

3 

I 

4 

5 


1 

1 

1 



Date on which copy is sent to the 

c . , - \ C ommissioner of Police — 

' District 3Jagistrate - district 

Political officer of — State 

Signature, 

Commissioner of Police 

District Magistrate District 


Conditions. 

1. This licence is granted subject to all the provisions of the Indian Arms Act, 
187S, and of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924. 

3. It covers only the persons named, and the arms and ammunition, described 
therein. 

3. The licensee shall not, unless specially empowered in this behalf by the 
authority granting the licence, go armed to a fair, religious procession or other 
public assemblage. 

4. The licensee shall not go armed with Government arms or ammunition. 

Explanation : — For the puposes of this condition — 

“Government arm'* means a firearm or other weapon which is the property of 
Government ; and 

^‘Government ammunition” means ammunition manufactured in any Govern- 
ment factory or prepared for and supplied to the Government. 

5. Condition 4 may be cancelled by the authority granting the licence if em- 
powered to do so by the local Government and an endorsement added showing the 
Government arms and ammunition which the licensee is authorised to possess. 

6. The licensee shall, on arrival at. his destination, if such place is situated in 
British India or Berar, forthwith apply to the nearest licensing authority for a licence 
in Form XIV or Form XVI in respect of the arms and ammunition described herein 
and shall at the same time deliver this licence in original to that authority. 

Nope (1),' ^Any breach of the conditions of this licence is punishable with impri- 
sonment for a term which may extend six mouths or to fine which may^ extend 
to Rs. 500 or with both. (Sectiou 21 of the Indian Arms Act, 1878.) 

XOTE (2). Licensees are warned that in case they seli anv arms or ammunition 
covered by the licences possessed by them to any person (other than a person 
exempted und^er section 27 of the Act) they are required to give notice forthwith of 
the sale together with particulars as to the name and address of the purchaser to the 
magistrate of the district or to the cfScer in charge of the nearest police station. 
Failure to give notice as required above is punishable with imprisonment for a term 
which may extend to three years or with fine or with both. 


The of IQ . 


The of 19 , 
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FORM XVIII.-^See Rule SB.) 

Fbke of all Fee. 

Licence for the posBeseionof arms and ammunition and for going armed for the des- 
truction of mild animals which do injury to human beings or cattle. 


Name, description and 
residence of licensee. 

Brief description 
of each weapon w 
with details e.g. § 
registered no. > 

and other dieting- g 
uishing marks. ^ 

r ‘ ~ ~ K 

Quantity and des- g 
cription of each § 
kind of animu- ^ 
nition. o 

Place or 
area for 
which 1 
the licen- 
ce is 
granted. 

1 

Specifica- 
tion of the 
wild beasts 
which may 
be destroyed 
under this 
licence. 

Period for 
which the 
licence is 
valid. 

Title and residence 
of Magistrate to 
whom the licence 
and weapon must 
be shown between 
the 15th November 
and the 31st 
December. 

1 i i ' 

i 3 

4 i 5 

6 

7 

j 

1 

i 

i 




The of X9 


e (Signature), 

^ District Magistrate of the district, 

J Siib‘Divisional Magistrate district. 


Conditions. 

1. This licence is granted subject to all the provisions of the Indian Arms Act, 
1878, and of the Indian Arms Eules, 1924. 

2. Once every year between the 15th November and the 31st December, the 
licensee shall produce this licence and every weapon covered thereby before the 
Magistrate referred to in column 7. 

3. He shall not go armed with any arms covered by this licence otherwise than 
in good faith for the destruction of wild animals which do injury to human beings or 
cattle ; nor shall he take any such arms to a fair, religious precession or other public 
assemblage, or to any considerable distance beyond the place or area entered in 
column 4. 

4. He shall forthwith give information at the nearest police station of the 
loss or theft of any arms covered by the licence, 

5. He shall not keep Government arms or ammunition. 

Explanation — For the purposes of this condition — 

(n) “Government arm*’ means a firearm or other weapon which is the property 
of the Government ; and 

{b} “Government ammunition” means ammunition manufactured in any Govern- 
ment factory, or prepared for and supplied to Government. 

6. Condition 5 may be cancelled by the authority granting the licence, if 
empowered to do so by the local Government, and endorsement added showing the 
Government arms and ammunition which the licensee is entitled to possess. 

7. Similar to condition 8 of Licence Form 2IIX, page 174. 

• „ „ „ 5 „ „ XVI, » 169, ante. 

9. Without prejudice to the voidance of this licence for breach of any of the 
foregoing conditions, it shall void if — 

\a) the licensee dies, or 

(5) any weapon covered thereby — 

(i) is sold, or . 

UV) is attached in execution of a decree. 

Condition 10 correspond to condition 10 of Licence Form XIX, page 174^ post 


Notes (1) and (2) as of Licence Form XIX, page 174, 
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FORM SIX:.~(S'ee RuU SB.) 

Fbee of all Fbe. 

Licence for the possession of arms and ammunition and for going armed for the ] 
destruction of wild animals doing injury to crops or cattle. 


Hame, description and 
residence of licensee 

Name and description 
of any member of the 
licensee’s family, or 
servant employed to 
watch crops or cattle, 
residing with him, by 
whom the arms co- 
vered by this licence 
may be also used. 

ARMS AND AMMUNITION. 

Place or area 
within which 
the licence 
is valid. 

^Period for 
which the 
licence is 

1 valid. 

Brief descrip- 
tion of each 
weapon withde- 
tails e.g., regis- 
tered number 
and other 
distinguishing 
marks. 

Quantity 

and 

description 

1 of each 
i kind of 
ammunition 

' 1 I 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 


- 


1 


From 






To — 


District Magistrate of the ■■ — -^ district 

ffie 19 . Sub’dMsional Magistrate-— district. 


Conditions, 

1. This licence is granted subject to all the provisions of the Indian Arms Act, 
1878, and of Indian Arms Rules, 1924. 

2. The licensee shall not go armed with any arms covered by this licence 
otherwise than in good faith for the destruction or driving away of wild animals 
which do injury to the crops or cattle situated in the area specified in the licence. 

3. He shall not use any arms covered by this licence otherwise than in the 
place or area in which the licence is valid. 

4. H© shall not lend any arms or ammunition covered by this licence to any 
person, other than a member of his family, or servant who may be employed by 
him, to protect the crops or cattle situated in the area specified in the licence 
and who is mentioned in column % of the licence. 

5. He shall forthwith give information at the nearest police-station of the 
loss or theft of any arms covered by the licence. 

6. The licensee shall not keep Government arms or ammunition. 

Explanation —For the purposes of this condition- 

fa) ‘'Government arm” means a firearm or other weapon which is the property 
of the Government ; and 

(b) ‘‘Government ammunition” means ammunition manufactured in any 
Government factory, or prepared for and supplied to Government. 

7. Condition 6 may be cancelled by the authority granting the licence if 
empowered to do so by the local Government, and an endorsement added showing the 
Government arms and ammunition which the licensee is entitled to possess. 

8. The licensee shall not purchase rifle, revolver or pistol ammunition in excess 
of the maximum which may from time to time be fixed by the Local Government. 

9. This licence shall be void if the licensee commits a breach of any of the 
above conditions or if the licensee dies, or if any weapon covered thereby— 

(i) is sold, 

(*i) is attached in execution of a decree. 

10. ^ The authority granting or renewing the licence has the right to inquire 
at any time during the currency of the licence whether any weapon for which it has 
been granted is still in the posession of the licensee, and to require production of the 
weapon for the purposes of such inquiry. 


*Note (1).— a licence in this Form may be granted for any period not exceeding 
three years. 

Note (2). — Any breach of the conditions of this licence is punishable with impri- 
sonment for a term which may extend to six months or with fine which may extend 
to Rs. 500, or with both, (Section 21 of the Indian Arms Act, 1878). 

Note (3).— As note (*2) of condition XVII on page 172.* 
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FORM XX (See rule S7,) 


(jO when granted under rule 37 (1) (a) and (6), FOUB ANNAS FOR EACH WEAPON. 
(ii) when granted under rule 37 (1) (c), FREE OP ALL PEE. 

Exception. — A fee of Rs. 10 is charged for a licence in this Form in respect 
of a pistol or a revolver in all provinces other than the North-West Frontier Province. 

Licence for going armed on a journey in or through any Province, 
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Period for 
which the 
licence is valid 


11 


From the- 


to the- 


-19 


(Signature.) 


The-^ 


--of-- 


—19 . [ 


Commissioner of Police — 

District Magistrate of the •^district. 

Sub -divisional Magistrate^ districts 

Political Officer for the — State, 


Conditions, 

1. This licence is granted subject to all the provisions of the Indian Arms 
Act. 1878, and of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924. 

2. It covers only the persons named, and the arms and ammunition described 
therein and such retainers (if any) as may be entered in column 4. 

3. The licensee or any retainer acting under this licence shall not, unless 
specially empowered in this behalf by the authority granting the licence, go armed 
to a fair, religious procession or other public assemblage. 

4. He shall not go armed with Grovernment arms or ammunition. 

Explanation.— 'Wot the purposes of this condition— 

( a) “Government arm” means a firearm or other weapon which is the property 
of the Government ; and 

(h) “Government ammunition” means ammunition manufactured in any 
Government factory, or prepared for and supplied to the Government. 

5. He shall forthwith give information at the nearest police station of the 
loss or theft of any arms covered by the licence. 


Note (1) and (3). Similar to those of Form XVII, page 172. 
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Tahsil. 

1 

1 Tract. 

1 

Village. 

Mansefara 

\ 

1 

1 Gharian 

1 

i 

1 

Busnud, Shalakki, Bhurj, Madan, Lallo Bandi, 
Chanja, Bai Bandi, Baidra, Shekhabad, Daib- 
giran, Jalla, Ganda, Shahelia, Balhag Tarli, 
Balhag Utbi, Orga, Patha, Matial, Mobian, 
Rathion, Rehar, Husainian, Kharala, Barhali, 
Karer, Janj Kiari, Barat, Khoari, Bishga, 
Morbaffa (Abbatta), Morbaffa (Bara), Nurnn, 
Lasson, Gheal, Kik, Nanoha, Manghur, Thali, 
Sha Bai. 


^ Gharian 

Sial, Giramri, Bhxal, Bandi Mutracb, Buzurgal, 
Pasial, Tbathi, Chhetri, Rachhbara, Sohalan 
Tarli, Sohalan Utti, Banda Jiiggian, Fandi 
Thanna, Talhar, Sargal, Shugri. Kakot, Patheri, 
Lalleh-de-Bandi, Mocbi Kot, Eishna, Faiva, 
Kumber Bandi, 

< 

' Shingri 

Baian, Bandi Fir Dad, Mirpur P^hwal, Banda 
Munir, Sara! Niamat Khan, Sarai Dharmpani, 
Talhad, Chamad, Shingri, Bisala, Baraingalli, 
Kokal, Kandal, Gajjal. 

Abbottabad ... - 

i Kachi 

1 

{ 

Jabbi, Nakkeli, Kbuhala, Bichha, Gul Banda, 
Kuthnali, Kami, Blbakki, Banda Loharan, 
Bhat. Banda Bakhtawar, Banda Naian, Nilor, 
Gurakki, Darwaza, Ohinjaliala, Kachi, Chitti, 
Bir Hill, Soba, Nalaki, Ghanhari, Langar 

1 Amga, Kakotri, Jarl, Bhojwar. 


; Baborhan 

i 

i 

1 

1 Jandakka, Bhurj, Darohar, Kosaki Bari, Kosaki 
Chotti, Thanna, Paswal, Sobra, Mihal, Banseri, 
j Jatai, Butiala, Bain Mira, Baghhati, Bain 

1 Gogri, Chanrak Maira, Tatteh Bandi, Shadial, 

j Saliat, Mukhbabhi, Gup, Jogannaar, Kiani Tbat- 
! tiara, Todu, Thali, Ghali, Nala, Sar Bhangalar, 
Bagb. 


Sherwan ... i 

' i 

1 

! 

; 1 

; 1 

Khuda Kbub. Hal, Barkot, Bhalorah, Kular 
Khetar, Kamhar, Gadda, Kuthiala, Bamuohhi 
Chira, Shoreh, Bhati, Sherwan Bara, Sherwan 
Chotta, Bicha Bara, Bicha Chotta, Dhundora, 
Ratta, Bandi Nikra, Kangrura, Find, Gandeh, 
Lakbala, Chatta. Phuhar, Seri Sher Shah, 
Barila, Chairh, Kangar Tarla, Kangar Utta, 
Chorgiran, Juhara, Khalabat, Chamatti, Beri, 
Kharpahr, Kanula, Thathi, Ohikarbani. 

f 

.i Srikot 

Srikot, Eundi, Amar Khana. 

; Kulai 

Kirphan, Dera, Lalo Galli, Onora, Eharkot, Tavi. 

Haripur 

1 Badnak 

1 

Murad pur, Saidpur, Find, Khan Khel, Langar, 
K’lndariala, Soabi, Kalingar, Mari, Gandaf, 
Ladrakki, Kharan, Ghanikot, Dabn, Bandi 
Lobial. Mahara, Chaintu, Haljudhal, Janjakka, 
Leldu, Jhokan, Polsala, Jasgiran Boia, Jagiran 
Fain, Bandi Kargraol, Kandiala, Sanda Ganda, 
Soddohan, Gharkala,Dhanaka,KundChamiaran, 
Dukkut, Barahan, Halkulu, Thani, Chandor. 
Ohaubara Baghdavia, Gharlakkian, Badhawra* 
Roh, Ladarmaog Bodgiran, Khairi. 


j Torbeia 
■| 

j 

Burj Khanpur, Torbeia, Mohat, Dal. 


9 .^ 
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Ecles tjsdeb 8eo. 16 of Aems Act. 


Eules issued by Local Governments under Section 16 of the 
Indian arms act XI of 1878, as amended by act XX of 1919. 

MaDBA8 G-. 0, NO. 1823, DATED THE 28TH JuLY 1920, 

1. (1) Arms, ammunition and military stores deposited at police stations under 
section 16 (1) of the Act, shall, if not returned or otherwise disposed of within one 
month from the date of their deposit, be removed to and lodged at the head-quarters 
police stores of the district. 

2. With reference to paragraph 3 of G* 0. No. 626, Judicial, dated 22nd April 
1910, no separate register in the form prescribed therein need be maintained by 
dealers showing receipts and disposals of arms and ammunition occasionally received 
from persons who wish to efieot their disposal. The registers which the dealers are 
required to maintain under rule 1 of the rules appended to this order may be 
utilized for the purpose. 

3. The District Magistrates and the Commissioner of Police, Madras, will 
furnish the dealers in arms and ammunition, if any, in their respective jurisdictions, 
with copy of the rules appended to this order and of the instruction contained in 
paragraph 2 above. 

Notification^ — (1) Every licensed dealer with whom any arms, ammunition or 
military stores have been deposited shall give to the depositor a receipt and shall 
enter the necessary particulars in a register to be maintained by the dealer in the 
appended form.* 

(2) The^ licensed dealer shall furnish the Commissioner of Polio© or the District 
Magistrate with an extract of the Kegister on the day on which each deposit, return, 
sale or other disposal takes place. The officer receiving the extract shall depute 
an officer to check the extract with the dealer's register and initial each entry. 

(3) The stock on hand with the licensed dealer together with the arms, ammuni' 
tion or military stores deposited with him under section 16 (1) of the Act shall not 
exceed the quantity which he is licensed to possess, 

(4) Subject to the provision of rule 6, any arms, ammunition or military stores 
which are not returned or disposed of under section 16 (2) of the Act shall, after the 
expiration of three years from the date of their deposit, be forfeited to His Majesty. 

(5) Licensed dealers shall submit at the end of each quarter, viz, 31st March, 
30th June, 30th September, and 31at December to the Commissioner of Police in the 
city of Madras and elsewhere to the District Magistrate, a statement showing the 
arms, ammunition or military stores that have become liable to forfeiture under 
rule (4), 

(6) Arms, ammunition or military stores deposited by a guardian on behalf 
of a minor may be left in deposit until the expiration of one year from the date of 
such minor attaining mojority when, if the person entitled to receive them back or 
dispose of them as required by section 16 (2) of the Act has not taken the required 
action, they shall be forfeited to His Majesty. 

*Form referred to in rule ${1) above. 

Receipts. Disposal 

1. Date of receipt. disposed of— whether by sale, 

return or other disposal. 

7. In case of sale or other disposal- 
purchasers or transferee’s name 
and address in full and parti- 

4. Description of arms with maker’s ! culars of his licence. 

name and number, if any, g jn return of the weapons, 

5, Description and quantity of am- date of return and name and 

munition and military stores. address of person to whom sent, 

9. Data when due for forfeiture, 

10. Remarks. 

Bomb AT Nora. no. 953 dated the ioth Jots 1929. 

1. Every licensed dealer with whom any arms, ammunition or military stores 
nave been deposited shall give to the depositor a reoeipt and shall maintain a register 
in the appended form.* A copy of the register, certified as a true copy under the 
signature of tl^ licensed dealer, shall be forwarded on the last day of each quarter, 
in the City of Bombay to the Commissioner of Police and elsewhere to the District 
Magistrate, 


2. Sender’s name and address in full. 

3. Particulars of sender’s exemption 

or licence. 
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BIHAB and OBISSA.'NOTN. no. 636 P. B., DATED THE 17TH MAT 1920 AND NO. 870 
P. R., DATED THE 31ST MaY 1920. 

1. Every licensed dealer with whom any arms, ammunition or military stores 
have been deposited shall give to the depositor a receipt and shall maintain a 
register in the appended form (identical with Bombay Form on page 179). He shall 
forward on the last day of each quarter to the District Magistrate a copy of the 
register certified as a true copy under his own signature. 

2. Arms, ammunition or military stores deposited at police station shall, if 
not returned or disposed of within one month from the date of their deposit, be 
lodged at the head-quaters Court Police Office. 

3. Subject to the provisions of rule 7 any arms, ammunition or military stores 
which are not returned or disposed of under section 16 {2) of the Act shall, after the 
expiration of three years from the date of their deposit, be forfeited to His Majesty. 

4. The District Magistrate may prescribe fees on payment of which arms, 
ammunition or military stores shall be periodically oiled, cleaned, etc., at the police 
station or head quarters Court Police Office where they are deposited or lodged. 

5. Licensed dealers shall not return arms, ammunition or military stores 
deposited with them to depositors or persons on whose behalf the deposits have 
been made d!fccept in the manner and to the extent permitted them for the sale of 
such arms, ammunition or military stores to such depositors or such persons afore- 
said as the case may be. 

6. Licensed dealers shall submit on the 31st December of each year to the 
District Magistrate, a statement showing the arms, ammunition and military stores 
that have become liable to forfeiture under rule 3. 

7. Arms, ammunition or military stores deposited by a guardian on behalf of 
a minor may be left in deposit until the expiration of one year from the date on 
which such minor attains his majority, when, if the person entitled to receive 
them back or dispose of them as prescribed by section 16 ^2) of the Act has not taken 
the requisite action they shall be forfeited to His Majesty. 


N. W. F. PfioviNOE, Noth, ho, 7103 G., dated the 2to May 1922. 

When any arms, ammunition or military stores have been deposited at 
a police station under section 14 or 16 of the Aot, the officer-in-charge of the 
station shall affix to each weapon or article a ticket in form* R. showing the 
name of the depositor and the date of the deposit, and shall give the depositor a dup- 
licate or copy of the same. After seven days if the owner has not obtained a licence 
authorising him to possess them, the arms, ammunition or military stores shall be 
forwarded to the head quarters of the district and kept in the Malkhana of the 
Magistrate of the district or in the police Magazine. The ministerial officer to 
whom they are entrusted shall keep a register in form S* in which the articles so 
deposited shall be described and entered under serial nos., and fresh tickets shall 
be affixed showing the owner’s name and the corresponding nos. of the register. 

2. Under the provisions of sec. 16 (2) of the Act, the depositor shall at any time 
before the expiry of three years from the date of deposit, he entitled. — 

(a) to receive back any thing so deposited the' possession of which by him has 
become lawful, and, 

(&) to dispose, or authorise the disposal, of any thing so deposited by sale or 
otherwise to any person whose possession of the same would be lawful ; and 
to receive the proceeds of any such sale. (Para. 2 added by notn. no. 11909-G.-14-62. 
dated the 18th Oct, 1929. 


For forms R. and S., see at the end of N. W. F. P. local R. and 0. 
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Rules by Local Government under Seo. 24 of the Arms act 

FOR DISPOSAL OF CONFISCATED ARMS, AMMUNITION AND 
MILITARY STORES. 

Madras. 

All arms, ammunition or military stores which may be forfeited under 
the Sea Customs Act or under other legal enactments, should be forwarded 
in the Presidency town to the Commissioner of Police, and in the muffasil to the 
Magistrate of the district, for disposal in accordance with the rules published on 
page 23 of Part I of the Madras Police Gazette, dated 13th February 1909. Such 
of these arms as are intended for destruction locally will be forwarded to the 
District Police Head-Quarter Office for destruction by the Police Armourer in the 
presence of the Reserve Inspector who should certify to the Magistrate that the 
arms have been properly broken up (Madras L. R. and O.) 

BOMBAY. 

Arms etc., deposited at a Police station under section 14 [or sec. 16] of 
the Act should, in the Presidency town be kept in such place as may be appointed 
by the Commissioner of Police, and elsewhere should, without delay be sent with 
a report by the officer in charge of the Police station to the nearest Mamlatdar’s 
or Mahalkari’s Kacheri. On the expiry of the period specified in these sections the 
arms etc., should be sold under the orders of the District Magistrates to a licensed 
vendor or person licensed to possess arms or to go armed, and may for that purpose 
be sent from one Mamlatdar's or Mahalkari’s Kacheri to another or to the head- 
quarters of the district. Such arms as cannot be sold should, if valuable, be sent 
to the nearest arsenal, and if not valuable, should be destroyed. Confiscated arms 
and other articles should be dealt with in the same manner as provided for arms 
etc., deposited under sec. 14 [or sec. 16] of the Act, and not restored within the 
period specified in these sections [Bombay L. B. and 0.] 

Bengal, 

The court sub-Inspeotor shall follow the procedure indicated below in the case of 
ail confiscated and forfeited weapons ; but before doing so, he shall take the order of 
the Magistrate in charge of the working of the Arms Act, who shall, before a weapon is 
despatched to the Ordnance Office or is destroyed or is sold by auction or is transferred 
for the use of the police, or of any other department of Government, satisfy himself 
that its number and description agree with those given in the malkhana register. All 
arms, ammunition or military stores the possession of which has become unlawful, 
are to be deposited, under section 16 of the Arms Act and the rules made there- 
under, either at a police station or with a dealer. The arms deposited at a police 
station shall be kept in the malkhana for one calendar year from the 1st January 
of the year following that in which they were deposited at a police station. 
Those deposited with a dealer shall be kept in the malkhana till January of the 
year following that in which they were received in the malkhana. Weapons on 
which an order of confiscation has been passed shall be kept in the malkhana 
till January of the year following that in which they were confiscated. Arms, 
ammunition and military stores as defined in section 4 of the Indian Arms Act," 
1878, which are confiscated or forfeited under any provision of that Act 
or of any other enactment for the time being in force, may, if they can be 
utilised by the police or by any department under the Government, however be 
retained and brought into use at any time with the sanction of the local Govern- 
ment. If any such arms, ammunition or military stores are not so retained, they 
with the exception of revolvers and pistols and of rifles of prohibited bores, should 
be sold by auction to licensed vendors, or to persons who by exemption or licence 
are entitled to possess them, the police being informed of the names and addresses 
of the purchasers in order to enable them to verify the sales. The sale in the 
mufassik should be conducted in January every year by a gazetted officer who 
should be selected for the purpose by the District Magistrate. In Calcutta the 
Commissioner of Police will arrange for the auction to be held by Messrs. Mackenzie 
Lyall & Co. The unsold arms, ammunition or military stores should be destroyed 
locally in the presence of the District Magistrate or of a gazetted officer whom 
the District Magistrate (or the Commissioner of Police in the case of Calcutta) may 
select for the purpose ; hut all rifles of prohibited bores, revolvers and pistols shall 
invariably be sent to the Ordnance Officer, Fort William, Calcutta, between 1st 
February and 15th March every year to be broken up or otherwise destroyed. The 
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Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, shall depute a responsible police officer to the 
arsenal to check and compare with the invoice the number and description of such 
weapons made over to the Ordnance Officer for destruction. 

The weapons which have been deposited but not yet been forfeited may be 
sold by auction on the written application of the owner, the sale-proceeds being 
paid to the owner. % 

Note. — When despatching consignments to the arsenal, District Officer should 
send an intimation to the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, together with a com- 
plete list giving the number and description of the weapons sent for destruction. 
Letter nos. 1585-1591-Pl., dated respectively the 17th May 1923 and 26th November 
1929 and para. 97 of Bengal Rule 97. 


UNITED Provinces. 

The discretionary power of confiscating arms conferred by section 24 
of the Arms Act should be very considerately Used. A mere breach of licence 
is not ordinarily an adequate reason for confiscation ; and junior Magistrate 
should usually refer the question of the necessity for confiscation to the Magistrate 
of the district for decision (U. P., G. O. No. 454-VI-989 dated the 14th March, 1887), — 

Arms, and other articles to which these rules under Section 16 apply which become 
forfeited to His Majesty, shall be disposed of by the Magistrate as follows 

(1) Arms, ammunition, and other stores which can be utilised by the police or 
by any other department under Government may be retained and brought into 
use with the sanction of the local Government, Arms ammunition and stores not 
so retained may be sold to licensed dealers or other persons entitled to possess them. 

(2) Any rifled firearms or rifled barrels not so disposed of shall be sent to the 
nearest Ordnance Officer to be broken up. Other arms shall be broken up locally 
and the materials sold. 

(3) Any ammunitions or stores not disposed of under the provisions of 
clause (1) shall be destroyed. [In case of gunpowder and other explosive materials 
Magistrates must make suitable arrangements for their safe custody, so 
as to guard against life and property. As a rule the police magazine should be the 
place of deposit for such materials]. These orders will apply also to arms, ammunition 
and military stores confiscated under section 24 of the Act (U. P. No. 1841-VI- 
856- D., dated the 29th June, 1907 and para. 86 of U. P, Rules.) 


Punjab 

Arms, ammunition or military stores that have become foreited to His 
Majesty under rule XII or that have been confiscated under section 24, shall be 
disposed of as follows : — 

(1) Arms, ammunition and stores which can be utilized by the police or by any 
department under Government may be retained and brought into use with the 
sanction of the Local Government. Arms, ammunition and stores not so retained 
may be sold to licensed dealers or other persons entitled to possess them. 

(2) Any rifled firearms or rifle barrels not so disposed of shall be sent to the 
nearest ordinance officer to be broken up. Other arms shall be broken up locally and 
the materials sold. 

(3) Any ammunition or stores not disposed of under the provisions of sub-rule 
a) shall be destroyed. (Notn. no. 8103, dated the 5th March 1929, para. XIV). 


North West Frontier Provinces. 

Arms, ammunition or military stores that have been forfeited to His Majesty 
under sections 14 and 16, or that have been confiscated under sec. 24 shall be disposed 
of as follows : — 

(1) Arms, ammunition and military stores which can be utilised by the 'police 
or by any department under Government may be retained and brought into "^use with 
the isanctiou of the Local Government. Arms, ammunition and military stores not 
so retained Kiay be sold to licensed dealers or other persons entitled to possess them. 

(2) Any rifled firearms or rifled barrels not so disposed of shall be sent to the 
Ordinance Officer to be broken up. Other arms shall be broken up locally and the 

materials sold. (3) Any ammunition or military stores not so disposed ^ of 
under the provisions of clause (1) shall be destroyed. (Notn. no. 7103 G., dated the 
2nd May 1922, para, IX of Rules). 
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Rules for the Grant of Rewards under Seo. 28 of arms Act. 


Bombay. 


The Commissioner of Police, Bombay, and the District Magistrates, including the 
Agent to the Governor in Ranch Mahals, the Political Superintendent, Thar and 
Farkar, and the Superintendent Upper Sind Frontier, have been authorised to pay a 
reward of not less than half the value of articles confiscated under Section 24 of the 
Arms Act to the Ouatoms Officers, Railway servants, Public Carriers, Police officers. 
Steam-boat officers or other persons who may have given information which led to 
the detection of the offence, or who may have arrested the offenders or seized their 
arms under section 12 of the Arms Act. 

It should be notified in the Bombay Government Gazette that rewards may 
be so paid and all heads of departments and agents of all Railways should be re« 
quested to explain to their subordinates and make as widely known as possible the 
provisions of the Act and particularly the responsibilities created by section 28 (Arms 
Act) and the rewards which may be earned (Notn. No, 5920, dated the 12th Oct. 1878.) 

BBNGA-L. 


If a person is convicted of an offence punishable under the Indian Arms Act, 
1878, reward may be granted to those officers or other persons who gave the original 
information which led to the o.onvictioa of the offenders, and also,* if there he 
sufficient reason, to those who actually arrested^the offender or seized the property 
in respect of which the offence was commited, 

District Magistrates are empowered to pay such rewards at their discretion upto 
a limit of Rs. lOU/- in each case, and upto Rs. 500/- with the previous sanction of 
the Commissioners of Divisions. Proposal for the payment of rewards exceeding 
Rs. 500/- shall be submitted through Commissioners of Divisions for the sanction of 
Government. In the town of Calcutta the Commissioner of Police is empowered to 
pay such rewards at his discretion upto a limit of Rs. 500/- in each case. Proposals 
for the payment of rewards exceeding this amount shall be submitted for the sanc- 
tion of Government. Rewards may not be granted by Magistrates subordinate to 
District Magistrates. When a subordinate Magistrate convicts an offender under 
the Indian Arms Act, he shall submit the records of the case to the District 
Magistrate, together with his recommendation as to the grant of a reward and the 
persons to whom it should be paid and the District Magistrate shall pass such orders 
thereon as he may think fit. In fixing the amount of the reward the fact of the 
arms and ammunition being new or old, serviceable or unserviceable, should be taken 
into consideration. Rewards should be paid as soon as possible after the order of the 
Court of first instance is confirmed, or, if no appeal has been preferred, after the 
period allowed for appeal Las expired. 


Payments for rewards will be drawn up by District Magistrates in their con- 
tingent bills and charged against ‘ Criminal Court— rewards under the Arms Act 

Contingencies* under the Major head ‘24 Administration of Justice*. In Calcutta 
rewards granted by Presidency Magistrates, or competent police authorities, should 
be met from the budget head *26 Police — Presidency Police * from the provision (a) 
under the primary unit * Allowances honoraria, etc.,’ If the reward is granted to a 
police officer or (b) under the primary, unit ‘Supply and Services ’ in the case of 
rewards to a private person. Provision for rewards under these heads should be 
made by District Magistrates and the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta. (Benzal 
letter No. 5246 PL dated the 13th November 1928.) 


Exceptional cases may occur in which it is desirable to grant rewards to 
officers or informers incases which do not end in conviction, or in which judicial 
proceedings are not instituted. Rewards in such oases will be paid by the Police 
Department under departmental rules. The same procedure shall be followed in 
successful prosecution with regard to informers whose names it is not desirable to 
divulge. •(Bengal Resn. No. 655 P. D., dated the 27th May 1914, letter, 1524 P. D. 
dated the 25th July 1914 and para. 86 of Bengal Rules). ' * 

Rewards in cases under the Indian Arms Act, 1878, should always be upon a 
liberal scale, but this is particularly necessary in the case of weapons which are 
habitually used for the purpose of murder and assassination. Large rewards should 
therefore, be given for information leading to the recovery of revolver, automatic 
pistol or magazine pistol or similar weapon possessed without lawful authoritv 
(Bengal No. 8996-77 P., dated the 8th October 1914 and para. 87, Bengal Rules), ^ 
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Gtbant op ebwabds — Sec. 28 op Arms Act. 


By section 28 of the Act every person employed upon any railway or any 
public carrier is bound, in the absence of reasonable excuse, the burden of proving 
which shall lie upon such person, to give information to the nearest Police officer 
regarding any box, package, or bale in transit which he may have reason to suspect 
contains arms, ammunition, or military stores in respect of which an ofence against 
this Act has been or is being committed. Such persons although legally bound to 
furnish the information required, are eligible for the rewards mentioned in the 
proceeding rules. (Para. 88, Bengal Pules). 

United Peovinobs. 


(a) When any arms or other articles, are confiscated under s. 24, the convicting 
Magistrate shall, immediately on conviction, pay a reward of not less than half the 
estimated value on the confiscated articles to the person or persons who may have 
given information which led to the detection of the offence, or who may have assisted 
in the arrest of the offender and seizure of the arms or other articles. Such pay- 
ments will be charged against Law and Justice, and be drawn by Magistrates in 
their contingent bills. 

(b) Any Magistrate convicting an offender of any offence under the Act may, 
at his discretion, grant a reward, not exceeding the amount of fine imposed, in such 
proportions as he may think fit to any person or persons who have contributed to the 
arrest of the effender or the seizure of the arms or other articles. 

(c) If no fine is inflicted, or if a larger reward than the fine imposed seems 
needed, and in all cases in which persons apprehended or arms or other contraband 
avticles seized the Magistrate of the district is hereby authorised to pay rewards, 
at his discretion, to the persons who have contributed to the arrest of the offenders, 
or the seizure of the arms or other contraband articles, up to the limit of Ks. 100 in 
each case, and^ up to Rs. 500 with the sanction of the Commissioner of the Division. 
Rewards exceeding Rs. 500 shall not be paid without the sanction of Q'overnment. 

(d) If such cases occur before a subordinate Magistrate, he should at.onoe 
forward the papers connected with the case, together with his recommendation as to 
the amount of the reward and the person to whom it should be paid, to the Magis- 
irate of the district, who will at once pass such orders thereon as shall seem 
required. 


rewards under this rule should be made by Magistrates in 
their district budgets; but informers who bring to light breaches of the Arms Act 
should be rewarded under the rules relating to rewards of class (b) in paragraph 367 
of the Police Regulations. a' e 


T> 1 - be credited to the head “G-eneral 

Police Fund sub-head one-half share of recoveries on account of police supplied for 
private entertainment creditable to Government, payable to the force as rewards’^ 
and drawn by the superintendents of police concerned when required for payment 
to the force. II J^he money has not been so deposited by the convicting magistrate 
the superintendent of police is not empowered to pay the reward. The balances 
under the sub-head mentioned above are carried forward from year to year and do 

dated the 8th April 1907 and 


Punjab. 

Other articles are confiscated under section 84, the 
oonvioting Maptrate shall immediately upon conviction, pay a reward of not 
less than half the value of the confiscated articles to the pLon or persona who 
may have given information which led to the detection of the offenoefor who may 

« other articled 

Magistrates should arrange for such payments by recommendation to the Police 
^B-lScl*’ ** disposal there Is a provision for such rewards under head 

(8) ■Any^ Magistrate convicting an offender of any offence under the Act 
S prXifoM imposed, in 

Sd^he arrest“of^\ o^‘'the !^LrTTtb! Tf'" 

above rule! Vi^ja” not^ 
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Nobth West Frontier pbotihob. 

(1) When any arms or other articles are confiscated under section the con- 
victing Magistrate shall immediately upon conviction, pay a reward of not more than 
half the value of the confiscated articles, and in such proportion as he may deem 
advisable after due consideration of all the facts of the case, to the person or persons 
(Police OfiScers are included) who may have given information which led to the 
detection of the offence or who may have assisted in the arrest of the offenders and 
seizure of the arms or articles* Such payment will be chargeable to Law and J ustice, 
and be drawn by Magistrates in their contingent bills. 

(2) Any Magistrate convicting an offender of any offence under the Act may 
at his discretion, grant a reward not exceeding the amount of the fine imposed, in 
such proportions as he may think fifc, to any person or persons (Police Officers are 
included) who have contributed to the arrest of the offender or the seizure of the 
arms or other articles. 

(3) The power vested in Magistrates by these Rules will be exercised subject 
to the supervision and general control of the District Magistrate. (Notn. no. 7103 G, 
dated the 2ttd May 1922 and no. 3028 G, dated the 18th March 1923, paras. X to XIA). 
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Local Rules and Orders.— [Madras,] 

1. With reference to note (4) to section 15 of the Act on page 5, 
all arms, ammunition and miliSary stores within the Malabar 
District, shall be deposited with the Officer in charge of the nearest 
Police Station and all licences issued for the possession, or carrying 
of arms within the Calicut, Ernad, Walivanad and Ponnarii talufcas 
in the Malabar District are cancelled. (G. O,, No. 260, dated the 
30th January 1885, No. 355, dated the 6th Feb. 1885 and No. 222, 
dated the 10th September 1922.) 

2. Guns, imported from and exported to Pondicherry, without 
a licence, are liable to be detained by the Customs Officer. They 
should in all such cases submit a detailed report to the Circle 
Inspector. All cases of smuggling of arms, ammunition and 
military stores should also be reported for the orders of the Circle 
Inspector. ^ 

(2) In order that a firearm covered by a licence may be identi- 
fied with the one described in the licence, its description should 
be as full as possible. “One double barrelled gun,” for instance, 
without the maker’s name and number or other identifying 
marks, is insufficient to describe the weapon in such a manner as 
to preclude the possibility of all attempts at fraud by the substitu- 
tion of one gun for another, for any number of guns can be imported 
from the Piench territory with such a licence. The weapon of 
respectable sportsmen should not, however, be detained merely on 
this account. Should the description or the weapon given in the 
licence be defective, full particulars should be reported to the District 
Magistrate, through the Officer in charge of Land Customs, with a 
view to the defect being remedied, 

3. A license is required for transport even within the con- 
fines of the same district. No licence, however, is necessary for 
the removal of ammunition from one magazine or ware-house to 
another in the same locality. 

4. Search at Sayer stations.— Note to section 11 of the Act, page 49. 

5. Special exemptions . — Vide Note (3) ;iinder Schedule I, page 121.. 

6. The new forms of accounts for dealers in arms and ammu- 
nition prescribed in G. 0. No. 1762 Judl. dated the 17th Dec. 1909, 
have been objected to on the ground that they will increase the 
amounts of scriptory work and stationary required to keep the 
accounts. The Government consider these objections not altogether 
unfounded but it is necessary that the registers should furnish 
complete information not only of the purchase of any lethal weapon 
but also of the identity of the various weapons in stock in order 
that it may be possible to trace them in case of theft. They have 
revised forms of stock book and sale book appended to these pro- 
ceedings which should be used in lieu of those prescribed by G. O. 
No, 1762, dated the 17th December 1909. 

* BuU 3— is bassed on the order of the Government of India referred to in 
note no. (3) to sec. 10 of the Act on page 48. 
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7. The special stock book for firearms (Form O) is to be 
maintamed in addition to the general stock book except by dealers 
who keep rebate book which gives all the information specified 
in the Form* 

8. Dealers occasionally also receive arms and ammunition 
from persons who wish to effect their disposal, and the Government 
consider it necessary that all such arms and ammunition should 
be separately accounted for in an additional register (in Form D) 
showing receipts and disposal of such arms and ammunition. 

9. DealerwS in ammunition are also required to take out 
licences under the Explosives Act, and the conditions of these 
licences require the maintenance of stock books and sale books. 
The Government have prescribed the forms printed to be main- 
tained under the Explosives Act. The forms of stock book and 
sale book are similar in principle to the forms prescribed under 
the Arms Act. Dealers who hold licences under both the Arms 
Act and the Explosives Act in respect of the same kinds of ammu- 
nition, or whose licences under the Explosives Act have been 
endorsed to have validity under the Arms Act, need keep only the 
stock books and sale books prescribed under the Arms Act 
provided that they contain columns to exhibit all the articles which 
the dealers are licensed to keep under both Acts. 

10. District Magistrates and the Commissioner of Police are 
requested to inform all licensees concerned of these orders^ and 
to see that the revised forms are brought into use. 


Fobm a. (Madras Rule 6), 

Stock book of , son of resident of , licenced to manufacture, 

convert, sell or keep arms, ammunition or military stores according to licence 

„ XII / 

No. of 19 , in Form r * of the rules under the Indian Arms 

xiv“) 

Act, 1878, and licence, No. of , in Form ^ of the rule under 

the Indian Explosives Act, 1884. 
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Vide footnote to these foims on next page. 
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Note.— ( a) Column % should show (i) balance in stock, (ii) fresh receipts with 
descriptive details, such as, the name and address of the firm supplying them and 
(hi) day’s total issuing according to Sale book. 


(b) Column 3 to 30— If any dealer has not a licence for any of the classes 
of arms, etc specified, the unnecessary columns may be omitted. If on the other 
hand, he has a licence for any other defined species, an appropriate column should be 
added. The dealer* s licence should be kept in the stock book for purposes of reference. 


Fobk B, (Madras Buie 6) 

Daily sale and issue book of , son of , resident of licensed to 

manufacture, convert, sell or keep arms, ammunition or military stores according 

ik'i 

XII f 

to licence No. pf 19 , in Form jjjj r * of the rules under the Indian 

Hv ) 


Arms Act, 1878, and licence No. 
Indian Explosives Act, 1884. 


, in Form ^ of the rules under the 
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* For the corresponding present Forms— Fide Licence Forms IX to XII attached 
to the Indian Arms Rules, 1924. 
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DESCBIPTrON. 

Signature of purchaser or authorised 
agent and if purchaser is licenced, 
number, date and form of licence. 

Signature of dealer or authorized 
agent. 
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Ammuhition. 
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STORES. 
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tridges imported from 
Europe, etc. 

Cartridge oases. 

Revolver cartridges. 

Fistol cartridges. 
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Note;.*— ( 1) Details of issues to manufactory for loading, etc., should be entered 
in the appropriate column. 

(2) Column 2 — Father’s name — need not be entered, if purchaser’s profes* 
Sion and residence are sufficient for identification. Column 3 should always be filled up. 

(3) Columns 5 to 35. — If any dealer has not a licence for any of the 
classes of arms, etc., specified, the necessary columns may be omitted. If on the 
other hand, he has a licence for any other defined species, an appropriate column 
should be added. 

(4) Column 36.— If the purchase has been made by post or telegram, 
the fact should be noted in the column. 


FOBM C. (Madras Rule 7). — Stockbook of firearms in possession of — , son of — , 
resident of—, licenced to manufacture, convert, sell or keep arms under licence no. — of 
19 , in Form no.— of the Rules under the Indian Arms Act, 1878. 
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Form D. (Madras Rule 8),— Register of — , son of—, resident of — , showing stock 
and disposal of arms and ammunition received for sale on commission. 
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Maintenance of Arms Licence Registers and the Grant and 
Renewal of Licences in Form XVL 

!!• All District Magistrates, Taluk Magistrates and Deputy 
Tahsildars and Sub-Magistrates in zemindari tracts and station- 
house officers will keep in Form A, decennial registers of licences 
issued under the Arms Act in Form XVI to persons residing in the 
areas with which they are respectively concerned. In the office 
of the District Magistrate a separate register will be maintained for 
each taluk or Deputy Tahsildari. In each taluk register the entries 
will be arranged by police stations and villages, the villages within 
the limits of each police station being arranged in alphabetical, or 
other convenient, order. A page or more will be allotted to each 
village, as may be found necessary, no village being omitted al- 
though no licensee resides therein. Entries relating to hamlets 
will be placed under the parent village. The page numbers of each 
taluk register will be consecutive throughout the register. An index 
of villages arranged in alphabetical order will be placed at the begin- 
ning of each taluk register. The serial number of the licence will 
be a fraction of which the number of the page of the register in 
which it is registered is the numerator and the number of the line 
is the denominator, preceded or followed by a letter indicating the 
taluk (e.g. -x)- The entries in the registers maintained in subordi- 
nate offices which will be supplied in the first instance from the 
District Magistrate’s office, must therefore correspond exactly, page 
to page, and line to line, with the entries in the register maintained 
in the District Magistrate’s office. The District Magistrate will fix 
dates between the 1st and 15th January for the submission to him of 
each taluk register in the district. Necessary entries will be made in 
the District Magistrate’s office in these taluk registers relating to 
all licences renewed or the renewal of which has been refused for 
the year just begun. The taluk register will be returned to the Sub- 
Magistrate with as little delay as practicable. About the 1st of the 
second month of each quarter each station-house officer will take 
or send his register to the Taluk or Deputy Tahsildar’s office, as the 
case may be, have it checked with the register maintained in that 
office, and corrected and brought up to date. All officers of the 
Police Department of and above the rank of Inspector, will inspect 
the police-station register at every inspection of the station and see 
that it is properly maintained- 

12. At the end of each register, maintained in the office of a 
District or Taluk Magistrate or Deputy Tahsildar, and at a police 
station, an abstract will be made in Form B showing the number 
or weapons of each kind licensed in the taluk or station. A fresh 
abstract will be opened at the beginning of each year by counting 
the licences already granted or renewed for the year by the 1st 
January. Whenever an alteration is made in the body of the re- 
gister, either by reason of the grant. of a new licence or the cancella- 
tion of or refusal to renew an old licence, a corresponding entry 
will be made in column 1 of the abstract by quoting the register 
number of the licence, preceded by a + sign in the case of a new 
license and a - sign in the case of a cancellation of or refusal to 
renew a licence ; ^he necessary entries in columns If, III and IV 



Local Rules and Oedees [MadeasJ 


193 


of the abstract will be made whenever a line in column 1st is 
complete the net total should then be struck in column II of the 
abstract. 


13. Applications for licences may be sent to the District 
Magistrate or to the Taluk Magistrate or the Deputy Tahsildar and 
Sub-Magistrate in Zamiudari tracts, or to the station-house ofiScers. 
Printed forms of application in the vernacular on impressed stamps 
will be kept for sale to the public. Applications received by the 
district Magistrate direct will be sent to the Taluk Magistrate or 
to the Deputy Tahsildar and Sub-Magistrate in Zamindari tracts 
for report. Taluk Magistrate and Sub-Magistrate in Zamindari 
tracts will forward to the police for report only the applications 
which they receive direct or through their District Magistrate, 
from individuals whose character, status or reputation is unknown 
or doubtful ; they will submit all others to the District Magistrate 
direct with their own reports. Station-house officers will forward 
their reports on applications for new licences to the District Magis- 
trate through the Police Inspector and the Taluk Magistrate or 
the Sub-Magistrate in Zamindari tracts. Taluk Magistrate or the 
Sub-Magistrate in Zamindari tracts will see that the correct names 
of the village, hamlet (if necessary) and police station within whose 
limits the village is situated are correctly entered in the application 
before submitting it with his report to the District Magistrate. 
Application for renewal of licences should be submitted early 
during the last quarter of the year preceding that for which the 
renewal is desired as all weapons for the possession of which 
renewed licences have not been issued by the 1st January must be 
deposited in the police station. Printed forms of application in 
1^1^® ^Q^cular on impressed stamps will be kept for sale to the 
public. Each application should be accompanied by the licence 
and may be sent either to the District Magistrates direct or to one 
® officers mentioned * * *. Subordinate Magistrates and 

police officers, who may receive such applications, should submit 
them at once without remark (unless some reason for refusing 
renewal is already known to them) to the District Magistrate direct. 


* Superintendents of Police will issue instructions 

to their subordinates to report at once any information which may 
indicate that the renewal of any licence is undesirable. About 
ml ®®P®®®ber in each year the Superintendent of Police and 

iaiuk Magistrate and in Zamindari tracts, Deputy Tahsildars and 
bul>Magistrates will supply the District Magistrate confidentially 
with any information which would appear to render the renewal of 
any existing licence inexpedient. 


■Xt will be issued in printed form in the vernacular. 

It the District Magistrate grants, renews, or declines to renew, a 
licence, he should send the licence order to the licensee either — 
K\} through the post, service paid, the nature of the contents beine 
clearly noted on the cover in the vernacular (e. g., “licence for the 
possession of a gun'); or (ii) through the Taluk Magistrate, or the 
Deputy Tahsildar and Sub- Magistrate in the Zamindari tracts, or 
iui) through the officer in charge of the nearest policb station 
25 
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16. If the District Magistrate, on an application for a new licence, 
refuses to grant the licence, the order of refusal should be forwarded 
to the applicant through the Taluk Magistrate or Sub-Magistrate in 
Zaraindari tracts for the information of the officer. If the licence 
or order sent by post is returned through the Dead Letter office, it 
should be sent out for delivery to the addressee through the local 
Taluk Magistrate or Deputy Tahsildar and Sub-Magistrate or the 
officer in charge of the nearest police station. 

17. At the close of each month the District Magistrate will 
forward to the Subordinate Magistrates concerned lists of the 
licences granted, renewed, cancelled or the renewal of which he 
has refused during the month in Forms 0 and D. Licences renewed 
for the year following that in which the lists in Form 0 are sent 
need not be shown in the list. Licences the renewal of which is 
refused for the following year should be included in the lists in 
Form D, in order that action may be taken to see that the arm 
covered bj^the licence is not retained illegally by the licensee after 
the close of the year. If a licence is not renewed, the District 
Magistrate will state in the last column of the list in Form D, the 
reason for non-renewal (such as the death of the licensee, the 
transfer of the weapon by sale, gift or otherwise) and should see 
that the weapon is nob retained by any person who is neither 
exempted from the operation of the Indian Arms Act in respect of 
such weapon nor licensed to possess it. 

18. Hot later than the 15th January of each year the District 
Magistrate will forward to the Superintendent of Police (in Form E) 
lists of licensees who have not applied before the 1st January for 
the renewal of their licences with the request that he will ascertain 
and report the causes of the omission, whether the arms have been 
deposited in the police station, and whether a prosecution has been 
instituted in each case in which the arms were not duly 
deposited in the police station, a separate list will be sent for the 
village in each police station. The . list should be returned to the 
District Magistrate’s office not later than the 15th March by the 
District Superintendent of Police with his report and recommenda- 
tion whether the unrenewed licence should be renewed or not. 

19. When the Taluk registers are submitted to the District 
Magistrate the District Magistrate will have them compared with 
the register maintained in his office, so far as the entries relating 
to the previous year are concerned, and corrected, if necessary, 
before the abstracts in the registers maintained by subordinate 
officers are compared with the abstract of the register maintained 
in the District Magistrate’s office, the figures in the latter should 
be verified by counting the outstanding entries in the body 
of the register. The District Magistrate will include in his annual 
report brief remarks regarding the maintenance of these registers 
throughout his district. For this purpose the District Superinten- 
dent of Police will report annually not later than the 1st Feb- 
ruary to the District Magistrate of the maintenance of the register 
by station-house officers during the previous year. 

20. ^ Licensing officers may allow to licence-holders the follow- 
ing minimum quantities of ammunition : — 
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For smooth-'bore breeoh-Ioading guns— 25 loaded cartridges, or 1 Ib gunpowder, 
1 box caps, and 25 empty cases. 

For muzzle-loading guns — 1 Ib gunpowder and 1 box caps. 

For rifles— 10 cartridges or 1 2b gunpowder, 1 box caps, and 10 empty oases. 

For pistols and revolvers— 50 cartridges. 

21. The quantity of shot that may be possessed by licensee 
need not be entered in the licence as, under para. 6 of G*. O. No. 1615 
dated the 22nd Nov. 1909, birdshot when possessed in quantities not 
exceeding 1 cwt. at any one time, is exempt from the operation of 
the Indian Arras Act, 1878. 

22. The following instructions are issued for the guidance of 
District Magistrates and the Commissioner of Police in regard to the 
registration of retainers in forms X.V1 and XIX (present forms XVI 
and XX) of the licence. These restrictions should be strictly 
observed : 

(i) Retainers should be permitted only to those persons whose standing or cir- 
cumstances are such that they may reasonably require retainers or servants to 
carry weapons in the ordinary course of duty, (ii) All applications for the inoluslou 
of retainers must be dealt with by the District Magistrate or the Commissioner of 
Police in person, (iii) No change Should be made in the names of retainers entered 
in a licence except under the signature of the District Magistrate or the Commis- 
sioner of Police who granted the licence or his successor in office, (iv) When re-.- 
tainers are licensed th^e fact should be clearly stated in the columns of the licence 
forms. 


23. See Rules under section 18 of the Act, page 177. 

24. Register for licences in forms XV and XVII [present forms 
XIV and XVIII] may be maintained in the appended forms A-1 and 
A-2. The forms will not be standardised and may be altered to suit, 
local requirements. If District Magistrates find it convenient in 
districts where licences in these forms are few to enter them in the 
existing register A or in register A-3 appended, this may ba done. 
For licences in form XVIII [present form XIX] to which the 
Government attach growing importance a separate register in form 
A-3 should be opened. This form will be standardised and new 
register may be written up during 1915. 

25. Powers and duties of police officers under the Arms Act : — 

(1) To arrest any person found carrying or conveying any arms, amriaunition 
or military stores, whether covered by a licence or not, in such manner or under 
such circumstances, as to afford just grounds of suspicion that the same are being 
carried by him with intent to use them, or that the same may be used for any un- 
lawful purpose ; (2) to take such arms, ammunition or military stores from him ; 
(3) to take without uu necessary delay such person’s arms, ammunition and military 
stores before a magistrate (section 12) ; (4) to disarm any person going armed with- 
out a licence or in contravention of the terms of a licence (section 13), The last 
named person commits an offence under section 19 (e) which is cognizable. He may 
therefore, h© arrested, but this should not ordinarily be done unless the circumstances 
require it. The case will be reported to the magistrate having jurisdiction and a 
process obtained 

26. (1) The offences detailed in sections 19 and 20 axe cog- 
nizable. (2) The District Magistrate’s sanction is requisite to a 
prosecution under section 19 (/), (section 29). (3) Under section 28 
all persons are bound to give information of offences under tho 
Act, which comes to their knowledge. 
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27. (1) Persons (whether licenced or not) are forbidden to go 
armed in railway carriages, to fairs, religious processions or other 
public assemblies, unless specially authorised by the officers grant- 
ing the licences. 

28. Responsibility of dealers— Vtde notes to section 22 of the Act, page 69. 

29. (1) A register of licences granted under the Arms Act, 
shall be maintained in every station. Rules for its maintenance and 
the grant and renewal of licences are given in para. 11 on page 191 
ante. This register will be supplied by the District Magistrate. 
(2) The station licence register shall be taken to the Taluk clerk 
who keeps the register. 

30. Disposal of confiscated arms.— Fide page 182. 


Fobm a— (M adras Rule 24) Village.— 
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Note. — In column 5 R. = Rifle, Smooth-bore gun, M. Magazine, D. B.= 
Double-barrelled. S. B.=SingIe-barrelied, B. L. = Breeob-loading. M. L.= Muzzle- 
loading percussion cap, Ma. L. = Match-lock. F. L.= Flint-lock, Re, = Revolver, P.— 
Pistol, B.- Bayonet, S.- Sword, D.- Dagger. 


Form A-l, (Madras Rule 24) Police Station.— Village.— 
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OR RENEWAL 

When licence cancelled or not 
renewed, disposal number, and 

date of District Magistrate's 
order and disposal of weapon. 
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Form C. [Madras Buie 17] ‘-Proceedings of the District Magistrate of 
dated No of 19 . 

The Distriot Magistrate of has been pleased to grant licences for 

the year 19 — 19 under the India Arms Act to the following individuals 

Taluk 


residiag in the 
their names. 


Deputy Tahsiidari 


of 


8. The Magistrate of 

Sub- 


for the weapons specified against 


is requested to cause the neces< 


sary entries to be made in this copy of the register of licences under the Indian Arms 
Act. The number and date of this order should also be entered in red ink in the 
appropriate column under the heading “Date of renewal, grant, cancellation or 
order refusing renewal. 


Page 

number. 

Line 

number* 

Village 

and 

hamlet. 

Licensee's 

name. 

Father's 

name. 

Nature 
of the 
arms. 

Number of 
arms. * 

Police 
Station and 
Circle. 

1 

2 

» 1 

4 

5 

. 6 

7 

8 


Notr.»( 1) The entries in column 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7 above should be neatly copied 
in the appropriate column of the licence Begister on the page specified in column 1 
and in the line noted in column 2. 

(2) In column 6, R. — Rifle, Q.— Smooth-bore gun, M. — Magazine, D. B. — Double 
barrelled, S. B.— Single barrelled. B. L. — breech-loading, M. L.— Muzzle-loading per- 
cussion cap, Ma. L’— Match-Look, F. L. — Flint-look, Re,— Revolver, P.— Pistol, B,— 
Bayonet, S.~Sword, D.— Dagger. 


Form D. [Madras Rule 17] — ^Proceedings of the District Magistrate of 
dated No. of 19 . 

The District Magistrate of has cancelled or refused to renew for 

the year 19 — 19 , the licences issued under the Indian Arms Act to the following 

Taluk 

JndiTiduab lesiding in the jpeputy faha indari 
specified against their name. 

Taluk 

2. The Magistrate of is requested to cause the word 

“ cancelled '* to be neatly written in red ink in the register of lioences issued in form 
XVI against each licence mentioned below immediately after the last “ Rene wal" 
entry. The entry in the “ Remarks ” column below should also be noted after the 
word “ cancelled ’* with the Number and date of this proceeding. « A red ink line 
should also be drawn through the entries in the register relating to the licence. 


Page 

no. 

Line 

no. 

Village 

and 

Hamlet. 

Licensee's 

name. 

j 

1 Father's 

1 name. 

i i 

Nature 
of the 
arm. 

Number 
of arms. 

Police 
Station 
and I 
Circle. 

Remarks 
(Reason for 
cancellation 
and disposal 
of weapons) 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

.9 


* E.ir, — Cancelled — ^Died L. C, Dia. No. 1-0904 ** ; “ Cancelled — weapon sold L. 
C. Dis. No. 2-1904”; “ Cancelled unrenewed. L. C Dis. No. 3-1904** ; etc., etc. 

NOTE. — In column 6 R. — Rifle, G. — Smooth-bore gun. M. — Magazine, D. B. — 
Double barrelled. S. B. — Single-Barrelled, B. L — Breech-loading. M. L,— Muzzle- 
loading percussion cap, M. L.— Match-lock, F. L.— Flint-lock, Be. —Revolver, P.— 
Pistol. B^Bayonet, S,— Sword, D.— Dagger. 
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FOEM K. [Madras Rule 18]— List of Persons who have not applied for the renewal 
of their licences in Form XVI in Division Taluk, District 

for the year 19 , on or before the 1st January 19 . 


■ 

Number of 
the village 
and Hamlet 
if any. 

Number and 
name of 
licensee who 
has not 
renewed his 
licence. 

Father's name. 

Nature of arms. 

m 

a 

o 

Vi 

<D 

a 

& 

JZi 

Police Inspector’s 
report as to the 
cause to the omis- 
sion or renewal of 
license in each 
case. 

Remarks* 

Order of 
District 
Magis- 
trate. 

1 

1 

1 


3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

1 


Note.— In column 6 R.—Rifl 0 , G.— Smooth-bore gun. M.— -Magazine, D. B. — 
Double-barrelled, S. B.— Single-barrelled, B. L.— Breech-loading M. L.-— Muzzle-load- 
ding percussion cap, Ma, L.— Match-look. F. L. -Flint-lock, Re. — Revolver, P. — Pistol 
B,— Bayonet, S.— Sword, D.— Dagger. • 


FOEU No, 26. — Report of the Inspection, held by the Inspector of Police of, — 
Circle, of shops licenced under the Arms Act and of shops declared under Rule 3 1 
of the Rules under the Explosives Act to have been licenced under the Arms Act, 
for quarter ending— , 



Inspector of Police,— Circle, 
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Form No. 15. — Report of Inspection of Stock, Premises and Books of Person 
licensed under the Indian Arms Act in Forms to manufac- 

ture. convert, keep or sell arms, ammunition or military stores (G. O. No. 1453. 
Judl. dated 30th September 1882). 


Name, father’s name i 

Date and 

Place 

Date of inspection by 


and residence of | 

form of 

of 

superior officer of 

Remarks. 

licensee. 1 

license. 

business. 

police. 


‘ 1 

2 

3 

4 

5 


Superintendent of Police. 


Form No. 79. 


Serial number. | 

Date. 

Particulars 
of arms. 

1 

By whom deposited or I 
from whom taken. | 

Residence. 

Village. 

Taluk. 

1 


3 

4 

6 

6 
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11 
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os" 
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13 


31. In order to mitigate the inconvenience caused to travel- 
lers entering India by sea by the provisions of section 6 of the 
Indian Arms Act, 1878, the Government, after consulting the Board 
of Revenue (Separate Revenue), the Collector of Customs, and the 
Commissioner of Police, Madras, are of opinion that the instructions 
of the Collector of Customs issued in his departmental order Ho. 22. 
dated the 16th November 1920, are sufficient for the purpose. (G. O. 
No. 667, Judicial, dated 23rd September 1921). 

The following departmental order {of the Collector of Customs No* 22, dated the 
19th November 1920.) is issued tentatively in connexion with the procedure to- be 
followed in respect of firearms brought by passengers from abroad proceeding to 
destinations up country without the necessary licences for importation or posses, 
sion 

(1) In cases where there is obviously no doubt about the social standing of the 
passenger, the firearms brought by such a passenger may be passed on payment of 
duty, if any, the owner being informed at the same time that he should obtain the 
requisite licence within a week of arrival at his destination. As a safeguard the 
address of the passenger should be taken and an intimation giving all necessary de- 
tails in regard to the arm or arms and the owner thereof should be immediately sent 
by the Customs Collector of the port of importation to the licensing authority for the 
place to which the passenger is proceeding. (2) In cases, however, where the 
Assistant Collector, Preventive Department, at Madras, or the Inspector or the 
Customs Collector at an outpost is doubtful as to the propriety of allowing any 
weapon to be removed without a licence, the existing procedure, viz,, detention of 
the arm or arms until the necessary licence Is produced, should be followed. 

Notification—JJn^er the rule 43, sub-rule (2), of the Indian Arms Rules, 1920, (c/. 
present rule 48 (2), on page 114), the following procedure shall be adopted in respect of 
licences to be issued under the Indian Arms Act, 1878 : — 


Rule 31 . — Vide Rale 34 of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924, on page 104. 




201 


Local BiUles and Obdees [Madbas]. 

Application for licences or duplicates thereof may be made on plain paper or on 
impressed stamps. In the former case the applicants shall supply impressed s^mps 
of the value equal to the amount of fee, leviable, in respect of such licences or duph- 
catee. In the latter case the balance of the fee leviable, after deducting from the 
licence fee the value of the stamp on VT^hioh the application is mado, shall be made 
good by non-judicial stamps to be supplied by the applicant. The stamped paper 
so prefixed to the applications need not contain anything but the signature of the 
applicant. 

All applications should be in the annexed form*. Application forms printed on 
plain paper may be obtained from the Commissioner of Police in the Madras City 
and Magistrates in the muffiissil. 

* (Application for — licence.) 
renewal of 

1. Is the application for a fresh licence or for renewal of old licence ? 

3. Name of the applicant with father’s name in full. 

3. Residence. — Village, Taluk and Police station. 

4. Occupation. 

5. Description of arms or ammunition required to be possessed. 

6. Purpose — 

(o) Is it for protection ? (b) Is it for possession only t (c) Is it for sport 2 

7. Area, which applicant wishes to go armed. 

8. If retainers are required — 

(a) Their number, (b) their names, (c) their addresses. 

d. Is the licence required for an old weapon now in deposit, or for a fresh wea- 
pon to be purchased 2 

10. Whether applicant had applied for a licence at any time before, and if so 
with what result 2 

Date. Signature of Applicant. 

(G. O. no. 644 Judicial dated the 2ist September 1931.) 

32. A question has been raised, whether under rule 37 (3) [pre. 
sent rule 42 (3)] of the Indian Arms Rules, a licence granted in one 
district can be renewed in another district;. According to this rule 
every licence may be renewed by tbe authority who granted that 
licence; it does not lay down that the licence shall be renewed by 
the very officer who granted it. The Government therefore consider 
that licensing authorities are competent to renew in their districts, 
a licence originally issued in another district by licensing officers 
of his status. (G. 0. no. 237 JudL dated the 21st June 1921), 

33. Application for Ucences. — vide note under rule 40, page 109. 

34. Rules under section 16 of the Act, — vide page 178. 

35. Malabar District, — vide note (3) under section 15 of the Act, on page 51. 

36. Bayonets, swords and daggers.— Fide note (5) under Schedule II, page 136, 

37. It has been brought to the notice of Government that instances 
are becoming common in which persons leaving the country depo- 
sit their firearms with friends or others without ascertaining whe- 
ther the persons with whom they deposit the arms possess the 
necesaary licences or not and without intimating the fact of such 
transfer of arms to the licensing authorities. It is also reported that 
weapons so deposited are not infrequently used by persons who have 
no licence to use them. To deposit arms, except in the manner 
prescribed under the Arms Act, constitutes an offence punishable 
under the Act. The Government therefore desire to warn all licen- 
sees and the general public against such violations^ of the provisions 

26 
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of the Arras Act and Rules, The proper procedure to be followed in 
such cases is for the licensee to deposit his weapons for safe cus- 
tody in a police station or with a licensed dealer, e, the holder of a 
licence in Form IX, Form X, Form XI or Form XII of the rules. In 
the latter case a licence in form XIII, which is issued free of fee, 
should be obtained by the licensed- dealer for the possession of such 
arms. A licensee may also at his option leave his weapons, other 
than pistols and revolvers, with a private person, provided that a 
licence in Form XIV, which is also issued free of fee, is obtained in 
the name of such person. In the case of revolvers and pistols, how- 
ever, a fresh licence in Form XVI, should (on payment of the pres- 
cribed fee) be obtained by the person in whose custody they are left. 
The Government trust that the procedure described above will be 
strictly followed in future by all licensees. (Madras G, O. no. 49 
dated the 28th Jan. 1926). 

38. It will be necessary in future to obtain licences from the 
local Government to re4mport rifles of ‘303 and *450 bores and pistols' 
and revolvers of *441, *455 and intermediate bores ; but it will be left 
to the Customs authorities to give the necessary permission to re- 
import such weapons when the required conditions are satisfied. 
The re-importation of such weapons will be permitted only on the 
conditions specified ; vide note no. (10) to Rule 7 (on page 84) referred 
to in Burma Cir. no, 42 of 1903). (Madras G. O. no. 658 dated the 
2nd Nov. 1926). 

39, The weapon known as *‘2Spo** or “Life Preserver” is subject to all prohibi- 
tions and directions contained in the Arms Act. (Madras notn. no. 968, dated the 9th 
Aug. 1930 and note (11) to sec. 4, page 39). 
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1. Objects of the Act 

Note.’-The figures within brackets indicate the number of the Rules contained in the 
Bombay Police Manual^ Volume J, 6th Edition, 19^7^ 


1. (318) The main object for which the Arms Act was inten- 
ded was the checking of importation of a dangerous cheap class of 
arms and the regulation of the possession of arms and the prevention 
of their being passed on to the disarmed districts, to the predatory 
classes in Indian States and to the hostile tribes on frontiers. The 
distinction between arms properly so called and those articles which 
are not arms at all but mere curiosities and useless as arms should 
be borne in mind. Also, as observed in Government Resolution No. 
1436, Judicial Department, dated 12th March 1888, the distinction 
between import, export and transport must be noticed.^ The convey- 
ance of arras or ammunition from one part of British India to 
another by land and continuously through British jurisdiction is 
transport. The passage of arms from one British district? to another 
through Indian territory, or from Poona to Hyderabad (Deccan) 
through Sholapur involves both transport and export. 

Licenses should be renewed by simple endorsements. 

2. Powers of Search and Detection of Offences, 

2. (319) (1) Police officers of not lower rank than an Inspector 
are empowered to make the search under section 25 of the Act. 

(2) Police officers of not lower rank than a Sub-Inspector are the 
officers under section 30 of the Arms Act in whose presence a 
search of the natuie named in that section may be made. 

(3) A search, undertaken solely for the purpose of discovering 
unlicensed arms, should not be instituted anywhere without the 
express sanction of the District Magistrate previously obtained, and 
only in accordance with section 30 of Act XI of 1878. If unlicensed 
arms are discovered in the course of a search legally conducted for 
any other purpose, they should be sent to the District Magistrate for 
disposal under his orders. In that case the question whether a 
prosecution is to be instituted or not must, in view of the uncertainty 
which prevails as to the application of section 32, clause 2, of Act 
XXXI of 1860, (Vide note (2) to sec. 15 of the Act, p. 51) on the 
date on which Act of 1878 came into force, be left to his discretion. 
(Govt, cir., J. D., no. 16 J. dated the 4th Jany. 1907, and erratum 
no, 356 J. D., dated the 6th march 1907). 

3. (320) Persons who may be in illicit possession of arms and 
ammunition, which are the property of Government should be pro- 
secuted under the provisions of the Indian Arms Act. 

(h) To prove that such arms and ammunition are the property of 
the State, all Government arms and small arms and machine gun 

Buie 1. (318) Vide notes under sections 6 and 10 of the Act, pages 45 and 47. 

>, 2. (319) This cancels note (1) to S. 25 of the Act, page 71, so far as it 
relates to Bombay. 

„ 2. (319) (2 ) — Vide note (3) to sec. 30 of the Act, page 75, 

„ 3. (320) For the orders of the Govt, of India on which this rule is based, 

vide note (5) to rule 33, on page 102. ^ 
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ammunition, whether manufactured in England or in India, will be 
stamped with a recognizable Government mark. Similarly Govern- 
ment arms which have been sold or given away will be suitably 
marked so as to show that they have ceased to be the property of 
Government. (Resn. no 4723 J. D. dated the 8th July 1896). 

(2) On the method of showing the marks on Government small 
arms and machine gun ammunition and arms, see Govt. Res. J. D. 
No. 1031, dated the I9th Peb. 1909, and Resn. J. D. No. 1496, 
dated 12th March 1909. 

3. Powers of P edits and Others to Disarm, 

4. (321) Under section 13 of the Arms Act, — 

OfiScers, sepoys and peons of the Salt Department on the Goa 
Frontier, and 

(322) Police Patils 

are empowered to disarm persons going armed in contravention of 
this section. The arms of which the person is dispossessed should 
be forthwith sent to the nearest Police Station. (G. R. no. 409 J. D, 
dated the 18th Jany, 1895). (For notes under sec. 13, see page 49). 

4. Prohibitions under the Act 

5. (323) Vide notn. no. 1223 Poll., dated the 20th July 1925 
reproduced as notes (2) and (3), on pages 133 — 135. 

Places where the possession of arms is illegal 

Note . — It sliould be borne in mind that the mere possession of arms as distin- 
guished from going armed is not illegal except in the places to which section 11 of Act 
XI of 1878 has been extended. The places to which section 15 has been extended are 
set forth in the volume of Local Rules and Orders, 1924, made under Enactments 
applying to Bombay. {Vide note (2) to sec. 15 of the Act on page 51). 

Exemptions under the Act 

6. (324) For exemptions from the operation of all prohibitions 
and directions contained in the Indian Arms Act, see the compilation 
containing the Indian Arms Act, 1878, and the Indian Arms Rules, 
1924. All amendments in the rules should be inserted at once on 
receipt so that the compilation may serve as a complete and up-to- 
date book of reference. ((3*. R„J. D, no. 6212 of 28th Oct. 1886; 
no. 5906 of 20th Oct. 1909 ; no. 1840 of 25th Feb. 1920 and no. 2581 of 
6th Dec. 1923.) 

Note, ^Each member of the Indian Territorial Force or the Auxiliary Force is 
held responsible that the arms and ammunition issued to him are used solely on Corps 
duties, and warned that their use for sporting purposes is strictly prohibited and 
punishable under the civil law. (J. D., no. 500 of 29th Sep. 1905.) 

7. (325) (3) The orders issued by Government under the Arms 
Rules of 1920 remain in force so far as they are not inconsistent 
with the Rules of 1924. 

The Government of India have, however, directed that the per- 
sons ^who^wereex^ under entries 11, 11 A, IIB and 12 of 

Buie 6. (324) The Act and Rules will be found, respectively, on pages 34-77 and 
78 to 178 of this Manpal, For exemptions in the Bombay Presidency, vide page 118 and 
notes to Schedule I oh pages 121 — 124. 
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Schedule I appended to the Rules of 1920, but whose exemptions 
have been withdrawn under the Rules of 1924, should apply for 
life licences before the 30th June 1924. (Bom. no. 483 Poll, dated 
the 7th March 1924). 

N\jte, — (i) In the case of title holders, this privilege can be claimed only by 
pers ms who received their titles before lat January 1920 : — 

(а) Members of any Order of Knighthood. 

(б) Persons holding the Kaisar-I-Hind Medal. 

(c) Persons holding titles conferred or recognized by the Governor-General in 
Councih 

(d) Persons holding swords or other arms received as gifts from the Governor 
General in Coimcil or a Local Government. 

(e) Persons holding certificates received on the occasion of the assumption of 
the title of Empress of India by Her late Majesty Queen Victoria. 

(/) Retired officers (other than retired subordinates, warrant, petty and non- 
commissioned officers) of the Royal Navy and retired British and Indian Officers 
within the meaning of section 7 (1) and (2) of the Indian Army Act 1^1, in receipt, 
as such, of a pension, 

ig) Landholders and Members of a Municipal Board or a Committee designated 
for exemption in any list issued in this behalf by a Local Government, 

(A) All persons who before the first day of January 1920 had been admitted as 
members of the Distinguished Service Order, the Imperial Service Order, the Indian 
Order of Merit or the Order of British India, or had been awarded the Victoria Cross, 
the Military Cross, the Distinguished Flying Cross, the distinguished Conduct Medal, 
the Distinguished Flying Medal, the Long Service Good Conduct Medal, the 
Volunteer Decoration, the King's Police Medal, the Volunteer Long Service Medal, 
or the Indian Distinguished Service Medal. 

(j) Such of the 2nd and 3rd class Sardars of the Deccan, of the 2nd class Sardars 
of Gujarat and of the Mewasi Chieftains of the Bombay Presidency, as were exempted 
under the Indian Arms Rules, 1909, and Meherban Fattesingh Gumansingh, the 
Chieftain of Ohikhali. 

(J) Persons holding the Naval decoration of D. S. 0. 

(Bom. H. D. no. 967 Poll., dated the 27th May 1924) 

Note — (f*) The following persons and classes of persons are still exempted under 
Schedule I from the prohibition of going armed and possessing arms without licence, 
but are required by the New Rules to register any firearms and ammunition in their 
possession in the manner indicated in paragraph 2 below (reproduced on page 123) : — 

(a) His Excellency the Governor, Members of the Executive Council of the 
Governor, Ministers and members of the Indian Legislature, the Chief Justice, and 
Puisne Judges of the High Court, the Commissioner in Sind, the Judicial Commissioner 
and the Additional Judicial Commissioners of Sind. . 

(d) (1) Every Ruling Pr nee or Chief. 

(2) Such members of the families of Ruling Princes or Chiefs and such nobles, 
officials or accredited agents of a State in India as may be designated by the Local 
Government or Political Officer concerned, on the occasion of his or their entering, 
passing through, or residing in British India with his or their retinues to such 
members as may in each case be agreed to, by the Political Officer concerned, under 
the special or general orders of— 

(0*the Government of India. 

(it) A Local Government in respect of Ruling Princes or Chiefs whose political 
relations are with that Government, 

(c) All officials of Indian States passing through British India on duty, 

(d) Every Maharaja, Raja or Nawab whose title has been conferred or recognized 
by Government and every Peer, Baronet, Knight Bachelor ami Knight of any Order 
established by the Crown, 
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(5) Every Consul and Consular Agent. 

if) The First Class Sardars of the Deccan and Southern Maratha Country States, 
the First Glass Sardars of G-ujarat, and such number of their retainers as the Govern- 
ment of Bombay may desigaate. 

ig) Such Members of the Talpur family and Jagirdars and Zamindars in Sind 
as the Government of Bombay may designate. 

(h) Every officer holding a Commission from His Majesty, every Officer of His 
Majesty’s Indian Forces or of Indian State Forces or of the Indian Territorial Force, 
every person enrolled under the Auxiliary Force Act, 1920, and every warrant officer 
or Staff Sergeant of a British unit of His Majesty’s Regular Forces, including a 
Warrant Officer or Staff Sergeant who is an instructor of the Auxiliary Force, India, 
or of the Indian Territorial Force. 

This exemption applies only to one single-barrel rifle of *303 bore used solely for 
match-shooting purposes. 

(t) Every Warrant Officer, non-commissioned officer and soldier in his Majesty’s 
Regular Forces or in any Indian State forces who is in possession of a pass granted 
and signed by his Commanding Officer. 

This exemption applies to such arms, if any, as are provided for sporting purposes 
by Governmdht or from a regimental fund under the authority of the Officer Com- 
manding the unit, and are entered in the pass. (Rule 3 of rules relating to shooting, 
accompanying G. R., J. D., 423 of 27th Jany. 1905.) 

(7) Persons holding swords or other arms received by them as gifts from tbe 
Governor-General in Council or a Local Government or the Commander-in-Chief. 

8. (326) (1) Revolvers borne or possessed by Police Sergeants, 
Sub-Inspectors or Officers of higher rank should be considered to be 
borne or possessed by them in the execution of their duty as public 
servants, and as part of their equipment, whether the revolvers are 
supplied to them by Government or not. Licences to cover them 
are therefore, not necessary. (Bom. no. 4486 J. D. dated the 15th 
May 1920 and no. 190 Poll, dated the 25th Jany. 1923). 

Note — For list of Police Officers in the Presidency including Sind and the City of 
Bombay, who are permitted lathe public interest to possess a revolver or pistol in 
addition to the regulation revolver or pistol forming part of the equipment, see Govern- 
ment Notification No. 1050 Poll, of 19-4-1927 published on page 1075, Part I, Bombay 
Government Gazette, dated 5th May 1927. 

(2) No fee shall be payable by retired police officers, who are 
permitted to wear on ceremonial occasions or when calling on Govern- 
ment officials the uniform of the rank which they held in the force at 
the time of retirement, in respect of the grant or renewal of any 
license in form XVI under rule 33 of the Indian Arms Rule, 1924, 
for the possession or carrying of revolvers which formed part of 
their equipment as police officers. (G. O., no. 1118-Poll, dated the 
7th Sep. 1921). 

(3) Arras carried and possessed by officers of Government as part 

of their equipment, e.g., revolvers in the case of military and police 
officers, and arms supplied by Government to subordinates of the 
Police, Forest, Postal and other departments, to be carried or pos- 
sessed by them for their protection in the execution of their duty 
do not require a licence. (G. 0., no. 9054 J. D., dated the 27th Oct. 
1919). 

Rule 8 (326) (1) Vide notes under section 1 of the Act, page 35. 

„ 8 (326) (2) Sub-rule (2) is obsolete — Vide clause (5) of Schedulp VII, 
<^page 151 
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(4) Section 1 ib) of the Indian Arms Act exempts a public servant 
or member of the Indian Territorial Force or the Auxiliary Force in 
respect of public arms from the operation of the Act ; the exemption 
in the rules issued under that Act applies to other arms. (Bom. no. 
7756 J. D. dated the 20th Novr. 1894). 

(5) Bailiffs of Civil Courts are protected by section 1 (b) of the 
Arms Act from the prohibitions contained in the Act. The exemp- 
tion, however, is not general but is restricted to those districts in 
which the conditions justify and require the carrying of arms and is 
limited to a sword, to be carried only in the course of duty in places 
to be specified by the District Magistrate on a representation from 
the District Judge. (Bom. no. 2245 J. D. dated the 26th Mrch. 1913). 

9. (327) (1) All Portuguse oflScers (Military and Civil) passing 

through British territory from one part to another of the Portuguse 
territory are, on their giving a simple declaration that they are 
proceeding to Potuguese territory, allowed to transport their fire- 
arms without let or hindrance. • 

(2) A similar concession has been made by the Government of 
Portuguese India to British officers (Civil and Military) passing 
through Goa territory. (Endt. no. 6674 P. D., dated the 8th Oct. 
1909). 

(3) Parties of Portuguese armed police travelling across interven- 
ing British territory from one part of Portuguese India to another 
should be allowed to transport their fire-arms, provided that previous 
intimation of their intention has been received by the local British 
authorities- This arrangement does not extend to armed troops 
operating on the frontier between Portuguese and British territory. 

(4) A similar concession has been made by the Government of 
Portuguese India to parties of British armed police passing through 
Goa territory on their way to British territory. Superintendents of 
Police should communicate direct with the Chief Secretary to the 
Government of Portuguese India or the local authorities before 
sending armed parties of police through intervening Portuguese 
territory. (Bom. no. 1309 P. D., dated the 24th, Feb. 1913 and no. 
4340 P. D. dated the 30th Jul. 1913. 

10. (328) Lead-cutting swords (G. R. J. D. No. 3295 of 26-4-97) 
vide note (5) to section 1, page 35. 

11. (329) (1) Air-guns declared to be toys. Vide notes (6) and 
(11) to Sch. ir, pages 136-137, 

(2) Amorces, — Vide note (4) to section 4, page 38. 

(3) Sulphur is exempt to an unlimited extent in the Bombay 
Presidency. (Bom. no, 2346 Poll, dated the 24th Nov. 1922) 

(4) Leaden bullets and birdshot- ( Vide note (21) to Schedule II, 
page 138. 


Para,%» (327) The orders of the G. of I. on which these paras are based will 
be found as note (4) to Schedule I., page 121. 

Rule 10. (328) As regards gunpowder, etc. Vide entry 2 (iv) of schedule II, 
page. 142. 
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(5) Lead, required bona fide for industrial and manufacturing 
purposes (other than the manufacture of bullets and bird-shot) is 
exempted to any quantity in the Aden and in the districts of 
Karachi, Larkana, Sukkar and Upper Sind Frontier. (J, D. no. 5330 
dated the 21st Feb. 1910). 

iVofe— "Giffard Carbonic Acid Gas Guns’* Vide note (3) to section 4, page 38. 

6. Persons not exempted 

12 (330) (1) Honorary members of the Parsi Indian Territorial 
Force are not exempt from the Indian Arms Act. (Bom. no. 1850 
J. D. dated the 29th March 1911). 

(2) Soldiers of the Imperial Service Troops, proceeding on fur- 
lough, are not exempt from the operations of the Indian Arms Act 
but in the case of pensioned Non-Commissioned Officers of the troops 
the Government of India desire that the executive orders already 
issued in favour of their exemption should continue to apply to 
those whoc have already taken their pension or who may hereafter 
do so. (Bom. no. 3971 of the 14th July 1909.) 

(3) With reference to entry (2) of Schedule I of the Indian Arms 
Rules, 1934, it has been ruled that police escorts of marriage parties 
of an Indian State are not to be considered as travelling “on duty” 
in British territory. (Bom. resn. no. 6255 dated the 2nd Sep. 1895). 

7. Licenses and Passes 

(A) Register of Licences 

13. (331) Registers of licenses of all kinds granted by the Com- 
missioner of Police, Bombay, the District Magistrates and other 
officers empowered to grant licences, shall be kept by those officers. 

14. (332) (1) All licences to go armed or to possess arms and 
ammunitioa should be sent to the parties for whom they are intended 
through the Sub-Inspectors, who should keep in their offices 
accurate registers of all the licences granted to persons within their 
respective charges ; if the licences are sent direct to the licensees 
by the District Magistrate, extracts from the District Magistrate’s 
registers should be sent to the Sub-Inspectors, and that, in the case 
of new licences, not renewals, the District Magistrate should, when 
forwarding a licence direct, require the licence-holder to appear at 
the police station with bis licence and arm within one week in order 
that all particulars of the weapon may be correctly entered m the 
Sub.* Inspector’s register and the weapon numbered as usual, the 
Sub-Inspector being informed of the order communicated to the 
license-holder. (Bora. no. 2763 J. D; dated the 25th May 1908). 

(3) Licences issued by District Magistrates to persons residing 
within railway limits should be sent for delivery and registration to 
the office of the Railway Sub-Inspector concerned, through the 
Superintendent of Police of the district in which the licensee resides. 
The District Superintendent of Police may, if necessary, keep a book 
in his office for the record therein of such particulars as he requires 
and supply the District Sub-Inspector of the Police station within 
whose local area the licensee resides with a copy thereof, if, in his 
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opinion, such a course is desirable in any particular case, (Bom* no* 
1760 X D. dated the 9th March 1914. and no. 4088 dated the lOfch 
June 1914). 

(B) Licences for Extended Areas. 

15. (333) A licence granted by a District Magistrate under sub- 
rule (1) of rule 33 of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924, and countersigned by 
a Commissioner is valid in such division of the Presidency (including 
Sind) as are specified by the Commissioner. There is no objection 
to the Commissioner specifying all the divisions of the Presidency 
(including Sind). (G 0. no. 3854 J. D. of the 23rd May 1913). 

(C) Licences for Manufacture of Arms 

16. (331) When a person who repairs arms is also a maker ^ of 
arms, he should provide himself with a licence in the latter capacity. 
No licence is required thereby for carrying on the business of repairing 
arms by blacksmiths, etc. (Vide note (5) to sec. 5 of the Aot, page 44.) 

(D) Licences for Hyderabad State Subjects 

17. (335) In cases where armed travellers from the Hyderabad 
State are proceeding direct, either to Bombay or to some station on 
the external frontier of India, a licence in Form XX granted by the 
Resident at Hyderabad shall cover the entire journey to the point 
of departure from British territory. 

(E) Passes and Licences for Soldiers and Reservists 

(0 Passes by Commanding Officers to serving sepoys on leave. 

18* (336) In order to provide for the closer control over the 
possession of private arms by Indian troops, the Government of India 
direct the observance of the following rules : — 

(1) An Indian soldier, while absent from his regiment on leave, 
shall be exempt from the operations of sections 13 to 15 of the Indian 
Arms Act, in respect of such arms and ammunition only as may be 
covered by the pass granted to him by his Commanding Officer under 
Army Regulations, India, Volume II. If a soldier so absent is found 
to be in possession of arms and ammunition not covered by such a 
pass, he will be made over to the military authorities for trial. 

Note . — A pass shall not be required for regimental sword of an Indian officer or 
mounted soldier proceeding on furlough, if permission to carry it is entered on his 
furlough certificate. (Bombay G. O no. 6831 J. D„ dated the 6th Oct. 1915). 

(2) The Commanding Officer’s pass is intended to cover only those 
arms which were in the Indian soldier’s possession at the time of his 
quitting his regiment on leave, and such pass does not cover arms 
purchased subsequently. A soldier is restricted to a certain maximum 
quantity of arms and ammunition, and if the quantity covered by the 
pass granted by his Commanding Officer on his proceeding on leave is 
less than the prescribed maximum, he may only purchase additional 

Rule 16. (334) Vide note (5) to sec. 5 of the Act, on page 44. 

„ 18. (336) „ „ (3) to rule 33 of Rules, page 101 and rule 44 of U. P. 

Rules. 


27 
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arms and ammunition up to that maximum with the written permis. 
sion of ‘‘competent authority,’* i.e. his Commanding Officer. Dealers 
cannot therefore sell arms or ammunition to Indian soldiers on the 
strength of the Commanding Officer’s pass up to the quantity specified 
therein unless a special authorisation is produced for each such 
purchase. (Resn. no. 5881 J. D., dated the 20th Oct. 1909). 

(3) A case was brought to the notice of the Government of India 
in which a soldier of the Indian Army, employed under a Civil Depart- 
ment, purchased a rifle in British India and obtained, from the Officer 
of the Department under whom he was serving, an informal pass or 
permit with the object of smuggling the rifle across the North- 
West Frontier. 

(4) Paragraphs 1527-1529 of Volume II of Amry Regulations, 
India, permit a Commanding Officer to give passes to soldiers proceed- 
ing on furlough from a regiment. But no other authority is em- 
powered to grant a pass to an Indian soldier any more than to any 
other person, and an Indian soldier serving away from his regiment 
can only obtai.u authority to possess a gun or rifle by applying to the 
Magistrate for a licence under the Indian Arms Act in Form XX. 

(5) Heads of Departments and the officers serving under them 
should, therefore, note that they have no authority to grant permits 
or passes to their subordinates to carry arms not required by them 
for the execution of their duty and referred to as such in the exemp- 
tions granted under Schedule I of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924. 
(Resn. no. 7939 J. D., dated the 14th Nov. 1895.) 

(ii) Reservists' Licences 

19, (337) ^1) Whenever an Indian soldier, at the time of his being 
transferred to the reserve, wishes, as a reservist, to possess arms and 
ammunition for his personal use, the Magistrate of the district in 
which he resides will grant him a licence, free of licence fee, provided 
that the application therefor has been submitted through, and is 
recommended by, the Officer Commanding the applicant’s late 
regiment or battery. 

(2) In the case of an Indian reservist applying for a licence at 
any time after joining the reserve, the Magistrate of the district 
will grant the licence, free of licence fee on the recommendation of 
the Officer Commanding the Reserve Centre to which the reservist 
is attached. 

(3) In all cases licences will be renewed, free of licence^ fee, on 
the recommendation of the Officer Commanding the Reserve Centre, 

(4) Should a Magistrate not feel justified in issuing a licence 
to a reservist or in renewing a reservist’s licence, his decision will 
be communicated to the officer, through whom the applicatiojji was 
submitted, for such action as the latter may wish to take. 

Note , — (») If a reservist goes with his arms beyond the area for which his licence 
is valid under rule 33 of the ludian Arms Rules, 1924, he should be required to obtain 
a license in Form XVI. 

A7o^e.— (»t) Application for a licence for arms and ammunition in respect of which 
the Indian Soldier is not exempt should invariably be refused by District Magistrates* 
<Eesn. no. 2134 J. D., darted the 10th April 1911.) 
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(5) Offences under the Indian Arms Act and Rules committed by 
reservists will be dealt with in the ordinary manner under the Act by 
the magistracy. (Bom. no. 4497 1. D., dated the 8th Aug. 1910.) 

(6) The District Magistrate should be informed of the discharge 
of reservists who are in possession of licences and these licences 
may be withdrawn when a reservist is discharged. (Bom. no. 468 
J, D., dated the 29fch Jan. 1906). 

(F) Quantity of Ammunition allowed 

20. (338) The licensing authority should in every case enter in 
columns 3 and 4 of the licence in form XVI of the Indian Arms Rules, 
1924, the quantity of ammunition which a licensee may possess ; but the 
quantity thus entered represents the maximum which the licensee may 
possess at any one time. So long as no absolute maximum has been 
fixed by the local Government, all that a dealer need do is to see that 
he does not supply to the licensee more than the specified quantity of 
ammunition at any one time and to endorse upon* the ^licence, as 
required by condition no. 5, the prescribed particulars as to the tran- 
saction. When, however, the local Government has fixed an absolute 
maximum quantity, with reference to condition no. 6 of form XVI, 
thus limiting the amount a licence-holder may purchase in a year, it 
becomes necessary for the vendor further to see, by reference to the 
endorsements relating to former transactions, whether the absolute 
maximum so fixed has been reached, and if it has, he must, under 
condition no. 8 of license form X, refuse to sell any more. (Resn. 
no. 6682 J. D., dated the 30th Hov. 1909). 

8. Licensed Weapons — Marking and loss of. 

21. (339) Suitable arrangements should be made by the District 
Magistrates for the marking and numbering of all licensed guns 
which do not bear the maker’s name and legibly stamped number 
thereon. The cost of the necessary tools should be met by a re-ap- 
propriation of funis, the previous sanction of Government being 
applied for in each case. 

The registers at present maintained for licensed guns should 
be in the prescribed sUndard forms. (Resn. no. 3231 J. D., dated the 
20th May 1901.) 

Note * — Police ofiicers should make it a duty to see that the conditions printed on 
hack of all licences they are empowered to examine are observed by the licence- 
holder. 

22. (340) If a gun, covered by a licence issued on forms XVIII 
and XIX annexed to the Indian Arms Rules, 1924, be lost or stolen, 
the license-holder shall at once give notice of the fact at the nearest 
police station. (Resn. no. 5953 J. D., dated the 3Ist Aug. 1900.) 

9. Licensed Dealers. 

33. (341) (1) All licensed dealers in arms and ammunition are 
bound, under the law, to ascertain that the persons to whom they sell 
arms are legally authorised to possess the same. The police should 
keep a vigilant supervision over the register prescribed above, and if 
they find that arms and ammunition have been sirpplied to persons 



212 


Local Eules and Obdees [Bombay]. 


whose exemption seems to be doubtful, they^ should take steps to 
ascertain whether such persons are really exempted from the provi- 
sions of the Indian Arms Act, and, if not, to report the matter to 
higher authority. (Resn. no. 4847 J. D., dated the 35th Aug. 1909). 

(2) Licences for the possession of fire-arms, etc., cover only such 
arms as are described therein. A person who purchases a weapon 
the description of which does not agree with that contained in any 
licence which he may hold, cannot he regarded as lawfully entitled 
to possess such weapon within the meaning of the second proviso to 
exception II under item 10 of Import Tariff Schedule II. (Resn. 
no. 5761 E. D., dated the 16th June 1911 ) 

(3) In the event of a licence issued in form XVI, XVIII or XIX 
of the forms appended to the Indian Arms Rules containing no entry 
as to the quantity of ammunition covered thereby, an arms-vendor 
should refuse to supply any ammunition to the licensee and should 
return the licence to be properly filled in. (Resn. no. 1980 J. I>, 
dated the 6th April 1910). 

24. (342) Every person to whom a licence to manufacture or sell 
arms, ammunition or military stores has been granted shall keep 
an account of all stock, and of all sales of arms, ammunition or 
military stores, in the form prescribed in Government Resolution, 
Home Department, No, 1232-Poll of 20th July 1925/3rd Aug. 1925. 

Licensed vendors slionld be required to pay the cost of the books of 
forms of the sale register of arms supplied to them* (Letter no. 8564 J. D., dated 
2nd December 1913.) 


10. Inspection of Licensed Shops. 

25, (343) (i) Every Magistrate in revenue charge of talukas, 
and every Superintendent of Police, Assistant or Deputy Superinten- 
dent of Police shall visit and inspect the shop, stock and accounts of 
every licensed manufacturer or vendor within their respective 
charges at least once a year, and report the result to the District 
Magistrate. 

(2) The date of every inspection above prescribed shall be noted 
in the account-book of the licensed manufacturer or vendor, and 
authenticated with the signature of the officer making the inspec- 
tions. 

(3) Superintendents of Police must pay particular attention to 
the important duties under the Indian Arms Act assigned to them 
by Government, and always report the result of their inspections 
of the shops, etc., of every licensed manufacturer etc., to the District 
Magistrate. 

26. (344) In the mofussil Inspectors of Police shall visit and 
inspect the shop, stock and accounts of every licensed manufacTturer 

?or vendor within their respective charges, and compare carefully the 
accounts with the stock in hand at least once every six months. 
The results of such inspections shall be at once reported to the 
District Magistrates through the Superintendent of Police, and 
the Inspectors will be held responsible for bringing to notice every 
breach of law, or rule, or any irregularity which may occur, 
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11. Sale and Disposal of Arms, etc. 

(A) Verification of Sales 

27. (345) The system followed in the City of Bombay for the 
verification of sales of arms and ammunition by local dealers has been 
prescribed for the Bombay Presidency. But the sale of gunpowder 
and.percussion caps need not be recorded in the sale register of arms 
prescribed under the system. (Letter nos. 5336 J. D., and 467 J. D., 
dated the 19th Sept. 1911 and 18th Jan. 1912 jand I. G. P. no. I6118-B 
of 27th Oct. 1911 and 1971-B. of 7th Feb. 1912.) 

(1) Verification slips of arms sold to persons residing in Rangoon 
should be sent to the Commissioner of Police, Rangoon, when the 
purchaser resides in RangoonTown and to the Superintendent of Police 
concerned when the purchaser resides elsewhere in the province. As 
regards Madras, the slips should be sent to the Commissioner of Police, 
Madras, or the District Magistrate concerned. Similar verification 
slips sent from Madras and Rangoon will be addressed as follows : — 

The Commissioner in Sind — in the case of purchasers residing 
in Sind. 

The Commissioner of Police, Bombay — in the case of purchasers 
residing in the Bombay City. 

The Superintendent of Police concerned — in the case of ‘pur- 
chasers residing elsewhere in the Presidency. (Resn. no. 7019 J. D., 
dated the 1st Oct. 1912). 

(2) The procedure described in clause (1) above will also be 
followed in regard to slips received from Bengal (other than the town 
of Calcutta). If any slip is missent from Bengal to an officer he 
should arrange to transmit it to the proper authority instead of 
returning it to the authorities in Bengal for redirection. (Resn. no. 
3415 J. D. dated the 7th May 1913). 


(B) Indiscriminate Disposal of Arms, etc, forbidden 

28. (346) (1) All officers of Government whose duty it may be 
to conduct sales of arms should satisfy themselves before the con- 
firmation of the sales, by a reference to the District Magistrate, that 
the purchasers are entitled to possess such arms ; and auctioneers 
should be warned against selling arms and ammunition to persona 
not legally entitled to possess them. 


(2) The duties of licensed vendors and private individuals in this 
respect are laid down in section 5 of the Indian Arms Act, 1878, and 
the attmtion of all heads of offices is drawn to the provisions of the 
law. (Oir. no. 2823 J. D. dated the 2nd May 1901). 


(3) Railway Companies cannot be permitted to sell arms and 
ammunition under any circumstances. Section 28 of Act XI of 1878 
requires them in certain cases to give information to the Police 
When any arms or ammuniton are left in a railway carriage the* 
Company may properly keep them fora reasonable time, to enable 
^em to be claimed but section 22 of the same Act makes the 
Company legally responsible for delivering them to any person 

Buie ?8 (346) (3 ) — Yide note (2) to sec. 5 of the Act, page 
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without previously ascertaining that such person is legally autho- 
rized to possess them. Unclaimed arms and ammunition should be 
made over to the Police with a view to the orders of the Magistrate 
being taken under section 523 of the Criminal Procedure Code. 
Government cannot, under any circumstances, admit their liability 
to the Company for any costs incurred in connection with such 
property. The sale-proceeds of such arms and ammunition should 
be made over to the Railway Administrations concerned, after 
deducting the cost incurred, if any, in selling the articles. (Resn. no. 
6314 J. D. dated the 3rd Nov. 1886 and no. 5158 dated the 7th Sei) 
1911). 

(4) Cases have occurred in which ofldcers have sent rifles and 
rifle ammunition to be put up for public auction and have allowed 
them to be so disposed of to persons not entitled to possess them. 
Severe notice will be taken of any such culpable negligence on the 
part of oflSiPBrs. They are warned of the consequences of disposing 
of arms and ammunition to any person in this country without 
making sure that such person is lawfully entitled to purchase or 
possess the same. 

(5) A case came to the notice of Government in which a 
Commanding Officer presented to his servant, an unlicensed person, 
a carbine in contravention of section 22 of the Indian Arms Act, 
1878, and paragraph 482 of the Army Regulations, India, 1908, 
Volume II. In calling attention of all civil and military officers to 
the case in question, His Excellency the Governor in Council trusts 
that such breaches of the law will not occur again. (Resn. no. 3069 
J. D., dated the 2nd May 1900, Oir. no. 4773 J. D., dated the 19th Aug. 
1910 ^. 

12. Importation and Transmission of Arms 

29. (347) The Local Government has been authorised to allow 
the importation, without import licence and without fee, of Mauser 
and Bergmann pistols which are certified to form part of the regular 
equipment of officers in the Civil Department. (Resn, no. 2826 J. D„ 
dated the 2nd May 1901). 

30. (348) (1) The Customs authorities at Madras, Bombay, 
Calcutta and Rangoon should examine carefully all consignments 
from Hongkong and communicate at once with the Commissioner of 
Police in the event of any arms or ammunition being discovered. 

(2) If the case^ appears to the Commissioner of Police not to be 
one connected with the trade above referred to, and not to be of a 
serious nature, the existing procedure should be followed, viz,^ notice 
should be issued by the Colie :itor of Customs to the consignee to 
show cause why the consignment should not be confiscated, Tjut the 
Commissioner of Police should also communicate with the police 
of the district of the addressee. The final action of the Collector of 
Customs should be determined in communication with the Com- 
missioner of Police. 

(3) If, however, the case appears to the Commissioner of Police 
to be connected with the trade, or to be of a serious nature, the goods 
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should be allowed to reach their desfcmafeion without any warning 
being given to the consignee or his agent ; information being sent 
at the same time to the local police of the district of the addressee, so 
as to give them the opportunity of prosecuting under the Indian Arms 
Act. In this way, it should be possible to bring home the^ offence to 
the consignee, if he has contravened the provisions of that Act or 
rules made under it. The conduct of cases in which an offence 
appears to have been committed in India, should always be under- 
taken by the police. (Besn. no. 7573 J. D., dated the 9th Nov. 
1900). 

31. (349) (1) An instance having occurred in which a licence grant- 
ed by Government could not be traced on the records of the oflBce of a 
Superintendent of Police, and apparently the District Magistrate had 
nothing on his own records do show that the consignment covered 
by that licence ever reached its destination. Government ruled as 
follows : — 

It is ia the opiaian of Grovemment of the utmost importance that the head 
of a district should know at any time without difficulty the amount of arms 
and ammunition entering his district and whether a consignment reaches its 
destination. If a duplicate copy of the licence wore sent to and returned by the 
Superintendent of Police under his signature when a consignment reaches this 
consignee, all doubt on this point would be removed. It is possible that similar 
difficulty in checking imports might be experienced as regards other districts, 
and it Is desirable that an accurate and re adily verifiable check should be kept 
in future on the movement of arms and ammunition. 

(3) The control of imports of ammunition into British districts 
rests primarily with the District Magistrate, and he should carefully 
maintain a register of permits issued and a register of licences 
received. These should be periodically examined and compared, and 
from them the District Magistrate, will be able to satisfy himself 
at any time that the trade is being kept within due bounds. 
(Resn. no. 4380 J. D. dated the 4th July, 1898). 

33. (350) Under section 10 of the Indian Arms Act, 1878, the 
Governor General in Council is pleased to prohibit the transmission 
by post of fire-arms and ammunition into or within any part of 
Burma. This notifilcation shall not apply to arms or ammunition 
transmitted on account of the Government. (Besn. no. 3015 dated 
the 6th June 1908.) 

33. (351) When persons lawfully entitled to possess arms, etc., 
under Schedule I of the Indian Arms Rules of 1924 send orders on 
licensed dealers at a distance for arms or ammunition, the transport 
to them of reasonable quantities for their own use by such licensed 
dealers is covered by the permission provided for in the rules issued 
under the Indian Arms Act on the ground that the licensed dealers 
may, fbr the purposes of such transport, be regarded as the agents of 
the purchasers and, therefore, no licence for such transport is requir- 
ed. At the same tiine it is proper that the immunity from licence of 
the arms or ammunition so transported should be certified by a res- 
ponsible ofiScer, and the Governor in Council therefore approves of 
the practice of the Commissioner of Police, in issuing for the purpose 
certificates without fee, certifying that the arms nnd ammunition 
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were for the use of a person duly entitled to possess and transport 
them. It will be noticed that this rule deals with transport only, and 
that where export, as from Poona across Kolhapur to Ratnagiri, is 
involved, the licence of the Secretary to Government. Political 
Department, required by the rules is needed. 

34. (352) and (353). Arms deposited with Dealers or Police- 
superseded by rules published with Bombay Govt. H. D. (Poll) 
notn. no 953 Poll dated the 10th June .<1929, which are reproduced 
on page 178. 

Note.—Ko expenditure is to be incurred for the conveyance from Taluka stations 
to the Head-quarters’ stores of arms which come into the possession of the police. 
It is unnecessary to send them in by a special party in a cart or with hired coolies'. 
Such arms can be carried on the same carts when treasure is sent from Talukas to 
Head-quarters, if for any special reasons any arms are to be brought in at odd times 
and expense is likely to be incurred the District Magistrate should be addressed to 
sanction and provide any probable expense. Cl. G. P. no. 143 of 21st Oct., 1926.) 

14. Bides applicable to Railway Limits in Baroda and Palampur. 

35. (354). For rules for the control of arms and ammunition on 
the portions of the B. B. and 0. 1. Railway situated in Baroda and 
Palampur see. Govt, resns., Poll. Dept. no. 7485 dated the 30th Nov. 
1895 and no 5966 dated the 30th Sep 1897. 

3*5. In supersession of the orders contained in Government 
Order No. 1096 A., Poll., dated the 1st Sept. 1921, the Government of 
Bombay have ruled that holders of licences for rifles other than rifles 
of '22 bore,, revolvers or pistols in Forms XVI, XVIII, or XIX 
appended to the Indian Arms Rules 1924, shall not possess at any 
time ammunition in excess of the maxima shown below : — 

Rifles other than rifles of *22 above ... 100 cartridges for each weapon 

Pistols of revolvers ... ... 50 ditto. 

(Bombay No. 2448, Poll., dated the 2nd December 1924). 

37. Under condition 7 of the conditions attached to Licence 
Forms IX, X, XI, and XII appended to the Indian Arms Rules, 1924, 
the Government of Bombay directs that the licensees shall give in- 
formation of all firearms and ammunition for shot guns, rifles, pistols 
and revolvers sold by them to licensed or exempted persons within a 
week after the sale in the form subjoined below, to the District 
Magistrate of the district in which the purchasers reside, or to the 
Commissioner of Police, Bombay, Calcutta, Madras or Rangoon if 
the purchasers reside in Bombay, Calcutta. Madras or Rangoon 

PORlf.— -Repoit o-f sales of arms and ammunition. 


Date of 
sale. 

1 


ITazne anci acidress. 
of 

of purchaser. 

% 


If umber and full des- 
cription of firearms 
(sold including bore). 


Quantity and fifll descrip- 
tion* of ammunition sold 
(including bore). 

4 


(Noth.— N o. 2268 dated the 11 Oct. 1927.) 
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S3* Id exerciae of the powers conferred on the Looal Govern men t, by condition 
2 of the Goodicions atfcaohed to liceaces in Forms IX, X, XI and XII and condition's 
of those in form XIII in Schedule VIII, appended to the Indian Arms Buies, 1^24, it is 
directed that the licensees shall maintain registers of all arms, ammunition and 
military stores in stock, and of all sales, in the form appended hereto* 
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Section 17 O. of act. XI of 1878 and Condition 2 in Forms IX, X, XI and XII 
AND CONDITION 3 OF FORM XIII IN SCHEDULE VIII, APPENDED 
TO THE Indian arms Bulbs, 1924 
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(Bombay nota. no. 1237, Poll., dated the 20th July 1925-) 
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1. Import and export.— Humane Cattle Killers and their 
Cartridges.— note (9) to section 4, page 39. 

1 A. Arms of military pattern— notes to Rule 7, page 83. 

Re-importation of arms of military patterns.— Ffde note 
(10) to rule 7, on page 84. 

1C. Importation of arms at Chittagong— Vide note to rule 8 
page 85. ' 


X,. , ^ ’^®y' or imitation revolvers or pistols — 

Vide note (20) to Schedule II, page 139. 

2. Import and transport by dealers.— Vide note (3) to rule 24 
page 94. 


following rules have been framed by G-overnment to 

individuals importing arms into Jndia through the 
Fort of Calcutta^ as personal luggage 

28 
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(1) The Collector of Customs will, under section 6 of the Indian 
Arms Act, 1878 (XI of 1878), detain all firearms not covered by- 
licences produced by the owner. — (2) He may likewise, if there are 
reasonable grounds for suspicion, under the same section, detain 
firearms ostensibly possessed under proper authority. — (3) He will 
give in the former case a receipt to the owner describing the parti- 
culars of the weapon ; in the latter case he will report the facts to 
Government for orders under section 6 of the Act. — (4) The owner 
in the former case will apply for a possession licence filing Ms 
receipt with the application to the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, 
or Magistrate of the 24 Parganas or Howrah, if he is going to reside 
in those districts. If he is going to reside elsewhere he will apply 
to the Commissioner of Police for a journey licence to his place of 
residence. — (5) The licensing authority will then dispose of the appli- 
cation, inspecting the weapon, if it wishes to at the Customs Office.— 
(6) On receipt of his licence, if it is granted, the owner will .present 
it at the Customs Office and take possession of his weapon. — v7) In 
cases where the owner cannot spare the time to get a journey licence 
from the Commissioner of Police, he will, after reaching his destina- 
tion, apply to the local District Magistrate for a possession licence 
for the weapon, filing his Customs receipt. On receipt of the 
licence he will forward it to a licensed dealer or a re cognised shipping 
agent in Calcutta with an order authorising the dealer or the 
shipping agent to take delivery of the weapon from the Customs 
Office, and to forward it to him at his expense. The Customs 
authorities shall deliver up the weapon to the dealer or the shipping 
agent on production of the owner’s licence and the letter of authority. 

[Similar rules mutatis mutandis have been framed for the import of 
arms as personal luggage through the Port of Chittagong.] 

^3A. The following is the list of firms authorised to take 
delivery from the Customs House of arms imported or brought as 
personal luggage on production of owner’s licence. The firms men- 
tioned in item III — ‘Tea and other Agencies’ — are only authorised to 
take delivery of weapons belonging to the partners, or employees of 
concerns, for which they hold the agency : — 

I. —Stipping Agents.— 1. Grindlay & Co. 2. Thomas Cook & Son. 3. Cox and 
Kings (Agents), Ltd. 4. Balmer Lawrie & Co, 5. Allen Bros. & Co. (India), Ltd. 
6, American Express Co. Inc, 7. George Waller & Co, 

II. — Ships Agents. — 1. Gladstone Wy Hie & Co. 2. Mackinnon Mackenzie & Co- 
3. James Finlay &; Co-, Ltd. 4. Jardine Skinner & Co. 5. Anderson Wright & Co, 
6. Turner Morrison & Co,, Ltd, 7. Grahams Trading Co,, Ltd. 8. Hoare Miller & Co. 

III. — ^Tea and other Agencies. — 1. McLeod & Co. 2. Octavius Steel & Co. 
3. Duncan Bros. 4. Williamson Magor & Co. 5. Andrew Yule & Co. 6, Gillanders, 
Arbuthnot & Co. 7. Bird & Co. 8. Begg Dunlop & Co. 9. Shaw Wallace & Co. 
10, Martin & Co, 11. Samuel Fitze & Co. 12. The Planters Stores and Agency 
Co., Ltd. (Bengal letter No, 158 P, J. D., dated the 14th July 1920), 

c 

4. Journey licences for passengers arms. — Vide note (1) to 
rule 34, page 105. 

5. Import licences under Explosive Act for ammunition. — Vide 
note (3) to section 6 of the Act, page 46. 

6- Foreign Inward Mail containing arms and ammunition- — : 

vide note (4) to section 6 page 46. 



219 


Local Bulbs and Obdees [Bengal]. 

7. Articles in transit to foreign territories through Post 
Office. — Vide note (4) to section 6, second para, page 45. 

8. Cantonments and other administered areas and railway lands 
in Indian States are foreign territory, although British jurisdiction 
is exercised in them, and consequently licences are necessary for the 
export of arms and ammunition to such places. 

9. The authorities in Bengal empowered to grant licences for 
the export of arms, ammunition or military stores to Indian States 
are the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Deputy Commissioner 
of Police, Calcutta, Commissioner of the Rajshahi Division and the 
Political OflScer in Hill Tippera, for the places and subject to the 
conditions prescribed in Schedule VI of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924. 
The export of arms ammunition or military store to a State in India 
no longer requires the previous sanction of the Political Officer for 
such State, where the consignee is — (i) a Ruling Prince or Chief, (u) 
a gazetted officer in civil employ or an officer holding His Majesty’s 
Commission, (m) a member of the family of the Ruling ^Prince or 
Chief or a noble or an official of a State in India who has been 
designated in this behalf by the Local Government or Political 
Officer concerned, (iv) a person included in any of the categories in 
Schedule I and the consignment is intended for the personal use only 
of the consignee. Such sanction is required in other cases, and in 
granting licences of the export of Arms into Indian State and Agencies 
the procedure laid down in rule 17 of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924, 
should be followed (H, D. letter no. F-21-XI-27 dated the I6th 
Peb. 1927J. 

Note , — No licence Is required for the export of swords and sword sticks testates. 
(F. and P. D. letter no. P449-G-29 dated the 4th June 1929). 

9 A. Export to Afghanistan.— Ftcf^ note (5) to rule 19, page 91. 

9 B. „ to Nepal . — Vide note (6) to rule 19, page 91. 

10. Moyapur Warehouse,— Fide note to section 9 page 47. 

IL Under section 9 of the Sea Customs Act, VIH of 1878, the 
following rule is published for general information : — 

The import and export manifests of all vessels engaged in the coasting trade or 
vessels trading with ports in the Persian Gulf shall, in future, be required to contain 
a list of all arms and ammunition carried by such vessels as a part of their equip* 
ment or armament and likewise of all arms and ammunition being the personal 
property^ of the master, the officer and the crew on board such vessels. This 
information must be furnished in the manifest for each port to which the vessel is 
bound. (Notification dated the 7th Sept. 1889.) 

12. In exercise of the powers conferred under section 157 of 
the Sea Customs Act VIII of 1878, the provisions of sections 55 and 
63 of ,that Act have been extended to coasting vessels owned and 
manned by natives of India and to vessels plying under general passes 
under section 164 of the Act so far as regards the specification by the 
master, in the import and export manifests of all arms, ammunition 
carried on such vessels as part of their equipment or armament, and 
likewise of all arms and ammunition on board being the personal 
property of the master, the officers, and the crew working on board 
such vessels (Bengal notn., dated the 7th Sept. 1889^ 
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13. Export to Indian States. — Vide note (2) to Rule 19, page 91. 

13A. The second para, of sec. 6 of the Arms Act, operates to 
render a licence unnecessary in the case of arms and ammunition 
exported from British India into Berar by exempted or licensed 
persons resident in Berar in reasonable quantities for their own private 
use. Other arms and ammunition, which would otherwise fall 
within the prohibitions of the first paragraph of section 6 are, when 
covered by a licence granted in Berar or British India, protected 
{Vide entry 2 (w) of Schedule II of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924, 
and entry (w) of schedule II of the Berar arms Rules, 1924] both in 
British India and Berar from all the prohibitions imposed by 
the Act and can therefore be imported or exported into or from Berar 
without formality or licence (H. D. Endt. no. P-21-XV-26 dated 
the 13th May 1926.) 

14. Export of cannon.— Vide note (1) to Rule 19, page 91. 

15. Transport licence for definite consignments. — Vide note 
(4) to Rule 24, page 94. 

16. Import and transport. — Vide Note (5) to rule 24, page 94. 

17-18. Remission of fees for licences. — Vide notes (1) and (2) to 
rule 46, page 113. 

19. With a view to prevent the leakage of firearms through 
ofBoers and crew of vessels calling at the Port of Calcutta, the 
following warning notice has been prescribed. The notice should 
be printed in heavy type under the signature of the Commissioner 
of Police, Calcutta, and distributed by him to shipping firms for circu- 
lation to officers and crew on the .arrival of vessels and for posting 
up in conspicuous places on the ship. Copies should also be sent 
to Port Officer, Calcutta. 

OfScers and crews cf vessels calUag at the Port of Calcutta are hereby warned 
that the sale of arms, ammunition or military stores to any person in India is, unless 
effected in conformity with the provisions of the Indian Arms Act, punishable with 
imprisonment or with fine, or with both. 

To avoid the risk of incurring these penalties, owners of such articles should in 
all oases before transferring them to any person in India apply for information to the 
Commissioner of Police in Calcutta or to Magistrates at other ports of call. 

A similar notice with the requisite notification should be issued 
over the signature of the District Magistrate of Chittagong and 
distributed to the agents of shipping firms in Chittagong and to 
the Port Officer. (Bengal No. 136-37 P. — D., dated the 28th 
April 1916.) 

20. Application of Act to arms other than firearms. — Vide note 
(7) to Schedule II, page 136. 

21. Prohibitions affecting Bayonets.— Ffde note (8) (Oandlw) 
to Schedule II, page 147. 

22. Prohibitions affecting Air Pistols.— Fide notes (8) and (9) 
to Schedule II, page 137. 

23. Prohibitions affecting Daggers. — Vide note (8) (m) to 
Schedule II, page 136. 

24. Prohibitions affecting Swords. — Vide notes (8) (w) to Sche> 

dule II, page 137. ' . 
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24A. Extension to Bensa! of section 15 of the Act. — Vide note 
to section 15 of the Act, page 52. 

25. Leaden Bullets and Bird shot. — Vide note (32) to Schedule 
II, page 138. 

26. Sulphur.— Fide note (23) to Schedule 11, page 138—139. 

27. With regard to the prohibition of going armed with daggers 
the question has been raised whether hunting knives should be 
treated as daggers. This is a question of fact to be decided in each 
case, but the double edged type of hunting knife with cross guards 
should be treated as dagger, and the owner should take out a licence 
to go armed with it. — ( Vide case of Bishan Singh referred to in note 
(48) to section 4 of the Act, page 42). 

28. Payment of fees in cash. — Vide note to rule 48, page 114. 

29. Remission or Reduction of fees. — In exercise of the 
powers conferred by section 35 of the Court Pees Act, 1870 (VII of 
1870) as amended by Part I of the First Schedule to the 'Devolution 
Act, 1920 (XXXVIir of 1920) the Governor in Council is pleased — 

(1) to remit all fees payable under Schedule II of the said Act 
upon applications for the grant or renewal of licences or duplicates 
under the Indian Arms Rules, 1924, in respect of which a fee is 
payable under those Rules, a nd 

(2) to reduce to one anna all fees, exceeding one anna, payable 
under the said Schedule upon other applications relating to licences 
or duplicates granted or renewed under the said Rules in all dis- 
tricts in the Presidency of Bengal. (Bengal notn. no. 1711 PL dated 
the 17fch June 1924.) 

The effect of this notification is that the Court Fee payable on appeals 
against the refusal of a licence under rule 33 of the Indian Arms Eules* 1924, is 
one anna. 

30. Fees for muzzle-loading pistols. — Vide note (4) to Rule 46, 
page 114. 

31. Fees for licences for sulphur.— F/de note (3) to Rule 46, 
page 113. 

32. Scale of arms for exempted persons.— Fzd^ note (11) to 
Schedule I, page 124 — 125. 

33. Licence for excess weapons, — Vide note (12) to Schedule 
I, page 125. 

33A. Licence for ammunition of prohibited bores. — Vide 
note (4) to Rule 7, page 83 and note (6) to rule 28, page 98. 

34* Certificates of • exemption.— Similar to D, P. rules repro- 
duced as notes (24) and (25) to Schedule I, page 128. 

35. Improper use of arms by exempted persons. — Vide note 
(5) to rule 3, page 8 1, 

36. Registration of firearms by exempted persons.— Fzde note 
(IZ) to Schedule I, page 125, 
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37. Should there be any difficulty or doubt as to the adequacy or 
accuracy of any description or should any exempted person be unable 
to fill in the Enquiry Form, no, 125 B., item no. 1 of Bengal Forms, 
(referred to in note (13) on page 133) satisfactorily, an officer of .suitable 
standing should be deputed, by previous arrangement with the person 
concerned, to fill in the form after inspection of the weapons. The 
form when received back from the exempted person should be 
grouped in Guard File according to entries in Schedule I to the 
Indian Arms Rules. It is not necessary to maintain any regular 
registers as these guard files should suffice, while it will be an easy 
matter for the District Officer or the Commissioner of Police to 
forward the Form for any exempted individual to the officer in the 
district or town to which such person removes. To facilitate re- 
ference to the papers in the guard files an index should be prepared 
and kept up to date. (Bengal no. 1561-67 P. J., dated 1st April, 
1920.) 

37 B. *lJnder clause (d) of entry (1) in Schedule I to the Indian 
Arms Rules, Servants of Ruling Prince or Chief, having a salute 
of guns when carrying arms for, but not accompanying, their 
masters, are exempted from the operation of certain provisions of 
the Arms Act subject to the condition that their names are specified 
in a general authorisation to be issued by the Political Officer con- 
cerned to the Prince or Chief. The form to be used by Political 
Officers in connection with the operation of clause (d) referred to 
above, is shown in item 2A in the Schedule of Provincial Arms Act 
Forma. (F. and P. D. letter no. F.363-G-29, dated the 7th Oct. 1930). 

38. The following instructions must be observed in cases 
relating to the inclusion of retainers under licences in forms XVI 
and XX. — 

(i) The provision for including retainers is intended to meet the case only of 
persons whose standing or circumstances are such as to make it reasonable for them 
to employ retainers or servants who would be required in the ordinary course of 
their duties to carry weapons. The privilege should, as a rule, not be granted except 
in the case of gentlemen included in the Darbar lists of their respective districts and 
to private firms and rich merchants as provided in paragraphs 42 and 44. If any 
retainers whose name is entered in a licence, should, during the continuance of the 
licence, die. or be dismissed from, or resign the service of the licence-holder, no other 
person shall be entitled tc possess arms or ammunition as the successor of such 
retainer, unless his name, father's name and address are entered in the licence 
under the signature of the officer who granted the licence or the successor to such 
officer. When no retainers are licensed, the fact should be clearly indicated in 
column 5 of Form XVI or column 4 of Form XX, as the case may be. Application 
from licensees to have a brother, or other relative shown as a retainer should be 
refused. Except in the case of bona fide retainers, separate licences should be taken 
out by different persons desiring to use one weapon. (Letter no. 5300-05-P., dated 
the 7th Nov. 1927). 

39. Betainers of exempted persons shall not be allowed more than one .smooth- 
bore muzzle-loading or breech-loading gun each. 

40. As a precaution against the possibility of firearms of exempted great 
zamindars’ retainers passing into the hands of unauthorised persons, each retainer 
is to be furnished by his Zamindar with a Parwana in Bengal Executive Form no 134 
(item 2 of Schedule of Forms) authorising him to carry one smooth bore breech- 
loading or muzzle-loading gun. It is not desirable that spare copies of the form 
should be allowed to •accumulate with private persons. “Great !^mindars** should 
therefore be given only as many forms as they have retainers coyered by their 
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exemptions, and they should be requested to take particular care not to leave blank 
forms where unauthorised persons can have access to them. For similar reasons 
indenting officers should keep their spare stock of the forms under look and key in 
•a responsible officer's charge* 

41* As it was represented that private firms, which had to make large 
remittances of money, experienced great difficulty in obtaining licences for their 
darwans, instructions were issued that licences in Form XVI of the Indian Arms 
Buies should be granted in the name of the iirm (European or Indian) and that the 
name of the firm's chaprasis or servants who would ordinarily be employed in guarding 
remittances and who would be entrusted with guns should be entered in the 
appropriate column of the licence form. At the same time a parwana In Bengal 
Executive Form no. 134A, (item no. 3 in Schedule of Forms) should be issued' 
to the licensee for each of the retainers allowed. These parwanas should remain 
in the personal custody of a responsible member or agent of the firm and should 
be made over to the retainers when they are entrusted with the guns by virtue of 
the licence. Should it be necessary to make any change in the list of the licensed 
retainers a responsible member or agent of the firm may make and sign the altera- 
tion in the parwana. The parwana should be returned at the end of the year along 
with the licence, when application for the latter's renewal is made. When such 
darwans, chaprasis or servants accompany a remittance they must takeout journey 
licences in Form XX unless they hold licence in Form XVI •made valid 
under rule 33 for the districts through which the journey is to be 
made. The same precautions are prescribed to prevent these forms coming 
into the hands of unauthorised persons as in the case of the parwanas of great 
zamindar's retainers. (Note. — When licences are granted to firms in respect of pistols 
and revolvers for use by their employees the necessary alteration should be made 
in manuscripts in the parwana form, inserting pistol or revolver for **gun.") 

42. Gun licences is Form XVI should be freely granted to rich merchants, 
who do not at present enjoy the privilege of keeping armed retainers, if they keep 
a retainer or servant of the pensioned sepoys class. It is not desirable to fix any 
limit of income for merchants to whom licences may be granted • District Officers 
should use their discretion in granting such licences. It should be understood that 
the duty of selecting and appointing ex-sepoys will lie with the employer and not 
with the District Magistrate. While encouraging the employment of ex-sepoys as 
retainers or servants, District Magistrates should grant licences for servants or 
employees, not of the pensioned sepoy class, who satisfy the Magistrate that they 
are of good character and are able to use a gun. (Bengal no. 271P.— D., dated the 
13th July 1913 and no. 95P— D., dated the 25th April 1916). 

43. The following Notice which is published by the Army 
Department in the Calcutta Grazette in January and July every year 
indicates the authorities to whom applications for the service of 
ex-sepoys should be made and the particulars that should be furni- 
shed in the application : — 

The services of pensioned and discharged sepoys of the Indian Army required 
for employment in civil capacities may be obtained on application to — 

(i) Recruiting Staff Officer at the following stations 

(i) The Recruiting Officer of the class required at the folio wing stations 

(a) Musalmans— 

Peshawar for Pa thans ; Rawalpindi, Lahore and Jullandhar for Punjabi Musal- 
mans; Ajmer for Rajputana Musalmans and Poona for Dekhani Musalmans. 

(b) Hindus, etc. 

Lahore and Jullundhar for Sikhs and Dogras ; Delhi for Brahmans, Rajputs, 
Jats.Gujaras and Ahirs ; Ajmir, for Rajputana Hindus (i.e. Rajputs, Jats. etc.) 
Poona for Mahrattas and Maymyo for Burma Classes. 

(») Pension Paymaster, Madras, for Madrasis. 

(iii) The Asst. Military Secretary (Personal) to H, E. the Oommander-in-Chief 
(Aimy Head Quarters) for pensioned Indian officers of all classes, required for 
employment as passenger superintendents on Indian Railways. 

All applications from employers should include the particulars shown below, 
and should be addressed to the officers referred to at the places atore mentioned— 
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(1) Name of person or firm offering employment. (2) Nature of employment 
and place at which it is offered. (3) Proposed pay and period for which employment 
is offered. (4) Whether railway fare to place of employment will be paid or not, (5) 
Whether return railway fare will be paid incase of pensioner being discharged for 
no fault of his own. or after a definite period of service. (6) Class of men required 
Sikh, Pa than, Dogra, etc. 

Reference should be made to this notice from time to time as changes in the 
details are not always reproduced in correction slips to the Manual. 

44. Persons desiring to employ ex-sepoys as armed retainers 
and guards for the protection of their property may be advised by 

"the District Magistrate to submit their applications through him. 
When such applications are received, the District Magistrate should 
forward them to the Military Officer concerned after he has satisfied 
himself that they are in order and that the complete information 
required in the notice has been furnished. It is not of course 
intended that Government should assume any responsibility for 
the pay of the ex-sepoys ; but, if District Magistrates think it 
advisable, fhey may, before forwarding the application to the 
Military authorities, require the applicant to deposit a sum 
sufficient to cover the travelling expenses and the pay for a reason- 
able period of the men whom it Is desired to employ. When such 
deposit has been made, the Military authorities should be informed. 
(Letter no, 8926 P., dated the 9th Aug, 1915 and no. 6378—6404 P., 
dated the 28th April 1916). 

45. Exemption of public servants. — Vide note (4) to section 1 
of the Act page 35, note (16) to Schedule I, page 127 and note (5) to 
Schedule VII, page 152. 

45 A. Exemption of Vice Consuls. — FzcZe note (1) to clause (4) 
of Schedule T, page 117. 

46. Exemption of Government servants. — Vide note (4) to 
Schedule VII, page 151. 

46 A. Exemption of Government officers. — Vide note (5) to 
Schedule VII, page 152. 

46B, Exemption from fee. — Vide note (6) to Schedule VII, 
page 152. 


47. Under sec. 27 of the Arms Act the Governor-General in 
Council has excluded from the operation of the prohibitions contained 
in sections 14 and 15 of the said Act any arm belonging to commis- 
sioned officer, warranted officer, non-commissioned officer or soldier 
of His Majesty’s Forces for the time being serving beyond the limits 
of British India. (H. D. no. 1582, dated the 20th August 1920). 

48. The following description of the pistol and revolver which 
comprise part of the equipment of officers holding commissions 
from His Majesty the King forms the description contained in 
paragraph 48 : — 


** 2 revolvers or 3 pistols or 1 revolver 
and 1 pistol.’* 


Of no special pattern but one of the 
weapons must take Government am- 
munition of '455 bore. 


(H. D., letter no. F. 21-XLVI-25 dated the 23rd Oct. 1925). 


Note.— These op<iers apply to persons exempted under section 1 (b) of the Act. 
For the purposes of clauses (3) and (4) in Schedule VII of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924 
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the above desoription of the equipment will apply to officers who retire after the 
15th March 1924, Such officers are therefore entitled to a free licence for two 
^ revolvers or two pistols or one revolver and one pistol which formed part of their 
* equipment, provided that one of these weapons takes Government ammunition of 
*455 bore. Military officers who retired before the 15th March 1924 are entitled to 
free licences for revolvers or automatic pistols which are proved to have formed part 
of their equipment when in the service, irrespective of bore. For ex-officers of the 
Auxiliary Force, equipment has not been defined; and licensing officers, before 
issuing free licences, need only satisfy themselves that the weapons for which 
exemption is claimed actually formed part of the officer’s equipment.” (H, D,, letter 
no. F, 21-XXV-25 dated the 28th J uly 1925) . ^ 

48A. Classes of ofiBcers holding commission from His Majesty 
the King and His Excellency the Viceroy. — Paragraph 48 describes 
the equipment of officers holding commissions in the army for 
purposes of the Arms Act. Commissions are of two kinds accord- 
ing as they are granted by His Majesty the King or by His 
Excellency the Viceroy, 

The classes of officers who hold commissions from His Majesty 
the King are as follows : — * 

(1) Officers of His Majesty’s Regular Military Forces, the Army in India 
Reserve of Officers and the Auxiliary Force, India, h dding the rank of 2nd 
Lieutenant or any higher rank. 

(2) Commissioned officers of the Royal Navy, Royal Air Force, and Royal 
Indian Marine. 

(3) Senior grade officers of the Indian Territorial Force, Lc., officers holding 
commissions carrying British designations of rank i.e., 2nd Lieutenant^ Lieutenant, 
Captain, etc. 

(4) Dual commissioned officers of the Indian Army and Indian Territorial 
Force, i.e., those holding commissions carrying Indian designations of rank and 
honorary King’s commissions carrying British designations of rank, m., Jemadar and 
Honorary 2nd Lieutenant, Subedar and Honorary Lieutenant, 6t(v 

The classes of officers who hold commissions from His Excellen*- 
cy the Viceroy are as follows : — 

(l) Indian officers holding rank as Jemadar, Subadar, Subadar-Major, Bisaidar, 
Bisaldar, Risaldar-Major of— 

(1) British Infantry Battalions, 

(») Indian Cavalry, artillery, sappers and miners, pioneers, infantry and 
signal units. 

(m) The Indian Army Service Corps, Indian Army Ordnance Corps, Indian 
Veterinary Corps, Indian Medical Department, Indian Hospital Corps and Army 
Remount Department, 

(2) Indian officers granted honorary coinmissions in the rank of Jemadar or - 
higher rank on retirement. 

(3) Junior grade officers of the Indian Territorial Force, *.e., those holding 
coaimissicns carrying Indian designations of rank, vw., Jemadar, Subadar, Subadar- 
Major. 

The above classification should be strictly observed for the 
purposes of the Arms Act. (Bengal letter no. 4691-4696 PI. dated 
the 28th October 1930), 

Note— D ifficulty is felt in districts in keeping a record of the weapons held 
by officers mentioned in paragraph 48 A above. This should be met by introducing 
the practice, which obtains in Calcutta, of regarding these officers as exempted 
persons and calling on them to register their exempted weapons in the same manner 
as other exempted classes. This can best be done through the Adjutant of the 
unit to which they belong. As regards police and forest dfficers, the exempted 

29 
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weapons should he registered through’ the Superintendent of Police and Divisional 
Forest OfScer, respectively. (Bengal letter no. 3984 PL, dated the 17th. Sep. 1930). 

49. The oflScers of the Army or Royal Air Force holding' 
commissions both from His Majesty the King and His Excellency 
the Viceroy are entitled to be in possession, as part of their equip- 
ment for the purposes of section 1 (b) of the Arms Act, 

Of two swords, one Full dress Pattern and the other Field Service Pattern, when 
so required by the “Dress Eogulations for the Army. (H. D,, letter no. F. 21-XXX-23 
dated the 15th Oct. 19^4). ^ 

50. The following arms shall comprise the equipment of an 
officer of the Royal Navy and of the Royal Indian Marine for the 
purposes^of section 1 (b) of the Indian Arms Act, 1878: — 

1 sword. 

1 rifle— 303 SMLE, Mark III or III.* 

1 pistol— of no special pattern. 

(H. D., ‘letter no. F. 21-XXX-23. dated the 20th Oct. 1924). 

51. In matters affecting the administration of the Indian 
Arms Act, 1878, the following functions should be performed by 
District Magistrates personally — 

(1) the grant of licences for pistols and revolvers, (2) the grant, and cancella- 
tion of licence for all firearms, (3) the disposal of all cases in which a licensee 
fails to produce the weapons when ha is called upon to do so after purchase or 
at other times, (4) the making of recommendations in all applications for exemption, 
(5) the issue of licences to go armed on a journey, (6) the issue of licences to deal 
in firearms, (7) the institution of all prosecutions under the Indian Arms Act, 1878, 
(8) the fixing of the quantity of ammunition to be allowed to a licensee in the case 
of weapons for which (3-0 vernmeat have prescribed a maximum limit, (9) the disposal 
of confiscated arms, (10) the inspection of unserviceable weapons, (11) the grant of 
rewards in cases under the Arms Act, and (12) disposal of applications for the 
inclusion of retainers under licences in Forms XVI and XX. 

A District Magistrate may, however, by a written order, delegate his duties 
numbered (5), (9), (10) and (11) to the Additional Magistrate where there is such an 
officer, and may similarly delegate to him, with the approval of the Commissioner, 
the duty of granting licences for shot guns in oases where the grant is recommended 
by both the Subdivisional Officer and the Superintendent of Police. He may also 
by a written order, delegate to him the duty of deciding whether the name of any 
particular person may be entered in column 5 of a licence in Form XVI or column 4 
of a li ‘ence in Form XX in any case where the District Magistrate has authorised 
the inclusion of retainers as in item (12) of his duties specified above. The District 
Magistrate may entrust to a Joint, Assistant or Deputy Magistrate the verification 
of the deposit of firearms when a licence is cancelled or an exemption is withdrawn. 
(Letters nos. 5811-5815 PL, dated the 28th Nov. 1927 and 2097-2101 Pi., dated the 
iGth April 1928). 

52. The following qualifications may be taken as rendering 
an applicant suitable for grant of a licence and previous enquiry 
should not, as a rule, be necessary when these qualifications are 
forthcoming 

{i) Membership of any order established by the Crown, or the possession of a 
title conferred or recognised by the (xovernment of India or of the Kaisar-i-Hind 
Medal or a certificate of honour, {ii) Membership, past or present, of the Indian 
or Provincial Legislatures or inclusion in the list of Provincial Darbaris. (m) Pay- 
ment of not less than Rs. 500 land revenue or Rs. 100 in roads and public works 
cesses, {iv) Any payment of income-tax. (u) Being a Government officer in receipt 
of a salary not less than Es. 100 per month, (rz) Being a commissioned or gazetted 
officer of His Majee4;y’s Naval, Military or Air Forces, Indian Marine Service or a 
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coinini^siaiied Iiiiian officer of the Imperial Service Troops^ in active service. 
(vii) Beilis a pensionsd officer whc before retirement was by virtue of his official 
posit ! 30 iajluded in any of the classes described in (y) or (I'l) above. Where the 
•qualifications in respect of payment of land revenue, cess or income-tax arc possessed 
by a joint family they should be taken to qualify the head of the family to the 
same extent as if he possessed them personally. 

While the qualifications stated should ordinarily be taken as rendering an 
applicant suitable for the grant of a licence for a rifle or smooth-bore gun not of 
prohibited boro and previous enquiry should not as a rule be necessary when these 
qualifications are forth-coming, it lies within the discretion of the licensing authority 
to direct such enquiry when he considers that hs^ cannot properly exorcise his 
responsibility under the Act without further information as to the applicant, 
(Bengal no 553—560 Pi., dated the 13th February 1924). 

53. Licences in Bakarganj. — Vi'/e note to section 18 of the Act, 
page 62, 

54. In the case of applicants for licences not falling within, the 
classes specified in paragraph 52 the Magistrate or the Commissioner 
of Police shall cause such enquiries as he considers necessary to 
be made as to the character and status of the applicant and his 
fitness to receive a licence, and should satisfy himself that the 
arms are reasonably required for the purposes stated in the appU- 
cation. Where considered desirable enquiries may be made through 
other agencies in addition to, or in substitution for, the police. 

55. The grant of permits for the purchase of arms and ammu- 
nition before the issue of the prescribed licence is forbidden except 
when prescribed licence forms are exhausted and, it is necessary, 
to issue a provisional licence or permit. All that is necessary is 
to issue the licence with an endorsement that the weapon, when 
purchased, is to be produced, within a certain time,. Particulars 
of the weapon supplied should be entered by the dealer in the 
column provided for the purpose in Form XVL (Bengal no. 4043- 

. 4048 PI., dated the 21st Nov. 1921). 

56. All applications for licences will be entered on receipt in 
the Magistrate’s office in a “Register of application under the Arms 
Act” in Exe. Form no. 185 { item 5 of Schedule of Forms). 

The entries in the register will be arranged by thanas, all appli- 
cations being entered in one volume, which should last for several 
years. When a preliminary enquiry is necessary the application, 
with a copy of the enquiry form (item no. 5 of Schedule of forms), 
will be despatched direct to the officer entrusted with the enquiry. 
The Magistrate ordering the enquiry will invariably fix a returnable 
date, which in the case of applications forwarded to officers in charge 
of police-stations, and in the absence of special urgency, will ordinari- 
ly be one month ahead, so as to allow time for submission through 
the prescribed officers. The District Magistrate will pay particular 
attention to the punctual return of such applications. Blank 
spaces have been left against heading XII, as it is not intended 
that the form should be regarded as precluding enquiry on other 
points, and the space allowed will enable additional information 
to be called for to meet local peculiarities. An enquiry, for instance, 
as to the number of guns already possessed in the village will not 
only be advantageous in itself but will bring the matter at regular 
intervals to the notice of the officer in charge of tltfe police-station 
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in which the village is situated. In the case of applications which 
are rejected the entry in column 7 of the register will be made in 
red ink for facility of reference, and before an enquiry report is 
submitted to the District Magistrate the register should be examined 
to see whether an application has been rejected within the last 
three years. Successful and unsuccessful applications should be 
kept in two separate guard files in chronological order. These are 
0 class papers. In the event of a licence being granted on appeal 
to the Commissioner under rule 43 of the Indian Arms Rules the fact 
should be noted in column 8. 

57. Among the proper reasons for refusing a licence are“~-(l) 
Prevalence in the neighbourhood of riots and especially of riots in 
which firearms have been used and of serious land disputes likely to 
result in disorder. (2) Such misconduct of the applicant or his 
near relatives or dependents as causes reasonable apprehension that 
a gun may be misused. (3) Culpable negligence resulting in the 
loss of weapon. 

There are no orders in force at present prescribing a maximum 
number of licences for any District. The practice of making it a 
condition of the grant or renewal of a licence that the applicant 
shall subscribe to a work of public utility is expressly forbidden. 
An applicant who has a genuine need for a licence should not be 
refused a licence on the ground of his politics unless the District 
Magistrate has reason to apprehend that the gun may be misused. 
The policy adopted by Government is a liberal issue of licences 
for smooth bore guns — 0‘) for protection and for sport in Form XVI, 
O'O for going armed for the destruction of wild animals which do 
injury to human beings or cattle under Form XVIII, and (m) for 
going armed for the destruction of wild animals doing injury to 
crops or cattle under Form XIX, subject to reasonable precautions 
against guns coming into the hands of persons who are likely to 
misuse them. 

58. Licences for pistols and revolvers. — Vide note (6) to rule 33, 
page 103. 

58- A. Possession of weapons of prohibited bores. — Vide note 
(1) to rule 7, page 83 

59. Renewal of licences. Paragraph 1 of this rule is repro- 
duced as note (3) to rule 42, page 110 and paragraph 2 as note (10) to 
rule 33, page 103, 

60. This rule forms note (11) to rule 33, page 103. 

61. ^ Application for licences may, outside the town of Calcutta* 
be received by any Stipendiary Magistrate for transmission to the 
District Magistrate. (Rules of 24th March 1879.) 

63. All India Licence. — Vide note (12) to Rule 33, page 103. 

63. Single Licence. — Vide note (13) to Rule 33, on page 109. 

63-A. Licences in Form XVI are valid up to the end of a 
calendar year irrespective of the date on which they are issued- 
A licensee is not entitled to claim full twelve months’ pessession 
for the fee paid as the form itself states that the fee is for licences 
granted for periods of one year or less. Licences are granted for 
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specified arms, not; for any arm, and to particular individuals in 
respect; of the specific arms mentioned therein. For arms other 
than those mentioned in the licence a fresh licence, for which a 
separate fee is to be realised^ is necessary. When a licence-holder 
who has paid a compounded fee, changes the weapon covered by the 
licence for another arm, but there is still one or two full years for 
the original licence to run, a refund for unelapsed period should be 
granted. (Bengal letter no. 916 PL, dated the lith April 1921). 

64. Licence for cultivators and shikaris. — Vide note (14) to 
Rule 33, page 103. 

65. Ball and shot gun. — Vide note (15) under Rule 33, page 103. 

68. Sale of Automatic guns. — Vide note (16) to Hule 33 page 104, 

66- A. Revolvers and magazine pistols. — Vide note (17) to Rule 
33, page 104. 

67. Automatic magazine guns. — Vide note (18) to Rule 33, 
page 104. 

67- A. Ithica Auto, Burglar and Handy guns.— 17r/^«note (4) to 
Rule 28, page 98. 

67-B. Gas Hand Granades and riot pistols. — Vide note (10) to 
sec. 4, page 39. 

67-0. Life preservers or “Zipo”.— F/de note (11) to sec. 4, page 39. 

67-D. Chinese Crackers are explosives and are, therefore, 
ammunition within the meaning of sec. 4 of the India Arms Act. 
It is not necessary however, to restrict, under the rules framed 
under the Arms Act, the transport of these Crackers by licensed 
dealers. The import, possession, transport and sale of Chinese 
Crackers can be regulated by. means of licences under the Explosives 
Rules specially endorsed under rules 63, and it is preferable to 
apply the provisions of these rules rather than the corresponding 
provisions of the Arms Rules. (Bengal letter no. 4288 PI. dated the 
26th Sept. 1930). 

67-E. Alarm contrivance known as ‘‘Stop” to be an arm within 
the meaning of section 4 of the Arms Act and subject, therefore, to all 
the prohibitions and directions contained in the Arms Act and the 
Rules framed thereunder (H. D., letter no. F-21-XX 111-30 dated the 
27th Nov. 1930). 

68. Failiure to produce Bxm%—Vide note (2) to Rule 45, page 112. 

69. -70. Air guns and air rifles. — Vide notes (7), (9), (10) and (11) 
to Schedule II, on pages 136-137. 

70- A. Repairers of Arms. — Vide note (5) to sec. 5, pages 44-45. 

70-B. Authorised dealers and repairers are to take out permits for 
testing firearms at a recognised range. The permit should show the 
name of the dealer or repairer, the name of the approved range and 
the name of the person allowed to carry out the test. In case of 
non-campliance with the conditions in the permit, the licence of the 
dealer or repairer can be cancelled or suspended under sec. 18 of the 
Arms Act. (H. D., letter no. F.-21-V-30 dated the 18th Oct. 1930). 

71. It is undesirable to keep a large surplus stock of licence 
Forms. District Ofldcers should prepare their indents carefully and 
restrict them to a very small margin over known requirements. 
Care must be taken to see that the licence formsp do not fall into 
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improper hands and all licence forms in stock should be kept under 
lock and key in charge of a responsible oflScer. 

72. A Register is to be kept in Bengal Exe. Form no. 126 
(item no. 6 in Schedule of Forms) in the offices of all District 
Magistrates. It should be written up police station by police 
station, with separate volumes for each. The register should show 
among other things, the amount of the fee realised for each licence. 
This will enable an inspecting officer to satisfy himself that the" 
proper fees have been reaUsed for licences and duly credited to 
Government, to compare licence fees realised with the applications 
and to supervise the defacement of stamps and their destruction 
after a certain interval. The Arms Act clerk should write on the 
stamp the year and the number of the licence to which it refers and 
the licensing authority should himself see the stamp defaced at the 
time he signs the fresh or renewed licence. (Bengal letter nos. 372- 
99 PI. dated the 29th Jany. 1930.) 


Note.— hicf aces for Sulphur, when granted with or without fee under Arms Aot 
should be entered in this register. (Letters nos. 1319 PI. and 63 PL D.. dated resneo- 
tively, the 18th March and 14th April 1930). * 


73. All weapons 'that do not bear a maker’s or importer’s name 
and number must be stampted on the metal, with the district letter 
and the district number. The stamping wiirbe done as follows:— 


(1) Rifles, on the barrel and breech. (2) Guns other than rifles on the barrel 
(3) Revolvers on the barrel and cylinder. (4) Pistols, including automatic pistols', 
on the barrel. 


73-A.^ The following procedure is to be followed in the case of 
firearms imported by dealers into Calcutta : 

(1) (a) When a firearm does not bear the maker's name but does have a number 
on the barrel the importer s distinguishing mark as prescribed in clause (4) of this 
rule shall be engraved on the barrel adjacent to. the number existing thereon. 

(5) When the maker’s number appears on the trigger guard or other replace- 

able part, that number with the importer’s distinguishing mark shall be engraved 
on the barrel. ® 

If a barrel bears more than one number, the firm’s distinguishing mark will 
be affixed to that appearing on the original invoice. 

(6) marking required under clause (1) shall be done ou the dealer’s premises 
and compliance reported in writing to the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, within 
a week after the firearm has been cleared. 

(3) No firearm shall be sold before it has been properly marked. The mark 
and number engraved under clause (1) shall be shown in the stock register and sale 
transcripts. 

(4) Distinguishing marks have been allotted to dealers as follows 


Manton & Co. 

Rodda & Co. 

Lyon and Lyon, Ltd. 
Walter Lock & Co, 
Eric Hill & Co. 

Army & Navy Stores 
A. T. Daw & Co. 

D. N. Biswas and Co. 
A. 0. Coondoo & Co. 
K. 0. Biswas & Co, 

S. D. Dutta & Co, 

N. O. Daw & Co. 

N . C. Dutt & Go. 

M. Biswas & Co. 

T* 0, Biawaff* & Co. 


M. M. 

R. R. 

L. L. 
W. L. 
E. H. 
A. N. 
A, D. 
D. B, 
A. C. 
K. B, 

S. D, 

N. C. 
N. D. 

M. B. 

T. B. 
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district letters are as follows 
Bakarganj 


... B. 

Bankura 

... 


... B. A. 

Birbhum 



... B.l. 

Bogra 



... B. 0. 

Burdwan 



B. U. 

Calcutta 



... C. 

Chittagong 


... 

... C.H. 

Chittagong Hill Tracts 



... H.T. 

Dacca 



... D. 

Darjeeling 

... 

. . * 

... D. G. 

Dinajpur 



... D. N. 

Farid pur 



... F. 

Hooghiy 

... 

... 

... H. G. 

Howrah 



... H. H. 

Jalpaiguri 



... J. 

Jessore 



... J. 

Khulna 



... K. 

Malda 



... M. 

Midnapur 



... M. I. 

Murshidabad ... 

... 

... 

... •M.D. 

Mymensingh ... 

... 

••• 

... M.Y. 

Nadia 



... N. 

Noakhali 


... 

... N. 

Pabna 


... 

... P. 

Rajshahi 


... 

... R. 

Rangpar 


••• 

... R.G. 

Tippera 



... T. 

24-Parganas ... 

... 


•*i ».* A* 


Ua-numbeied and insufficiently marked fire-arms wbioh may be found in the 
possession of exempted persons should be numbered in accordance with the instruc- 
tions given above. (E. B. and A., J. D., no. 83—87, dated the 09th Oct. 1908, 
Bengal no. 2060 P,, dated the 21st Maroh 1911 • E. B. and A., no. 3753 — 57 PL, dated 
the 8th Hov. 1911, and no, 608—12 PL, dated the 26th Feb, 1912.) 

74. Particulars of the ammunition allowed should be endorsed 
by the licensing authority in the appropriate column of the licence 
against each weapon. The uiaxiinum amount of ammunition which 
may be possessed by the holders of licences in Forms XVI, XVII I 
and XtX of the Indian Arms Rules. 1924, are as follows : 


Description of arms for 
which ammunition is to 
be possessed. 

1 

Maximum quantity of 
ammunition to be possessed 
at one time by holders of | 
licences in Forms ZVI, 
ZVni and XIZ. ; 

Maximum quantity of am- 
munition to be possessed 
during the year by holders 
of licences in Forms 

ZVI. ZVni and XIZ. 

1 

2 

3 

Smooth bore muzzle load- 
ing gun 

! 

No limit 

No limit. 

Smooth-bore breech-load- 
ing gun 

No limit 

No limit. 

Rifla bore ... 

No limit 

No limit. 

Rifle of other bores 

50 rounds 

200 rounds. 

Revolvers and pistols ... 

50 

100 „ 


This removal of the limit does not apply to licences in forms 
XVJI and XX which are only for a specific quantity of ammunition 
of any kind as indicated in condition 2 of those li<?bnces. 
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The District Magistrate may at his disrection allow any reason- 
able quantity in excess of the limit prescribed to a person who can 
prove that he needs more ammunition. 

75. In November of every year the oi3Scers- in-charge of police- 
stations should be called upon to^ report to the Superintendent of 
Police— (e) whether any licensee is deed, and (ii) whether there is 
any objection to the renewal of any licence. They should not 
comment on the suitability of each licensee on the list but state 
when definite objection is taken to the renewal of a licence, the 
grounds of this objection. The Superintendent of Police will for- 
ward the reports of the thana officers, together with his remarks, 
to the District Magistrate who will transmit them to the Sub- 
divisional Officer who is now empowered to renew licences in Porm 
XVI under rule i% (3), proviso (6), of the Indian Arms Rules. In 
the case of an adverse report on a licensee the District Magistrate 
should pas's orders and the final decision will rest with him but in 
all other cases the Sub-divisional Officer is empowered to renew 
licences, without the orders of the District Magistrate on the list. 
The renewal of licences will be reported to the District Magistrate 
or other authority issuing the licence for the purpose of making the 
necessary entry on the counterfoil, when this is not in the Sub- 
divisional office. The licensees whose licences are not to be re- 
newed should be served with a notice calling upon them under sec- 
tion 16 of the Act to deposit their arms and the licences at the 
nearest police-station or with a licensed dealer within fourteen days 
from the receipt of the notice. Those whose licences are to be 
renewed should be called upon by a notice circulated through thana 
officers, or by postcards addressed to the licensees, as most con- 
venient, to submit their applications for renewal before the 1st of 
January. 


76. The production of weapons before renewal of licence is 

based on rule 45 of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924, empowering the 
authority by whom a licence was granted to require the licensee to 
produce the licence. The policy of requiring the production of all 
weapons as a matter of course before renewal of licence has, however, 
been relaxed and the following principles should ordinarily be 
observed. The production of automatic pistols and revolvers 
before the renewal of licence should be required unless the 
licensing authority has definite reasons for dispensing with 
their production. In the case of shot-guns and rifles not of 
prohibited bore in the hands of literate persons in urban, 
areas the production of the weapon should not ordinarily be 
necessary, but the licensee should be required to file with his 
application for renewal a declaration that the weapon in ques- 
tion is in his possession and in good condition and that the 
number of the weapon has been inspected and found to tally 
with that of his licence. Intimation to licensees to apply for the 
renewal of their licences, whether in the form of postcard or a 
notice served through the thana should state in all cases whether 
the weapon is to be produced. 
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77. In the case of illiterate persons and the majority of licensees 
in rural areas production of the weapon before the renewal 
of the licence will still be necessary in order to verify that the 
arms are in good condition and the number correct. A date should 
be fixed by the District Officer on which the weapons from each 
area are to be produced for inspection. This work will be done 
in the Sadar Sub-division by a Joint, Assistant or Deputy Magistrate 
and in other Sub-divisions by the Sub-divisional Officer. So far as 
possible it should be done on tour, officers ^fixing convenient centres 
such as police-stations for the production of weapon and renewal 
of licences, instead of summoning licensees to the District or Sub- 
divisional head-quarters. The Officer deputed to carry out this 
work will be supplied, before the date fixed, with the orders of the 
District Magistrate or Sub-divisional Officer regarding the licences 
to be renewed and will, if the weapons pass the inspection, return 
them with the least possible delay to the licensees together with the 
licences renewed under the signature of the renewing officer. 

78. In case in which the production of the firearms is not 
considered necessary the licence may be renewed on an applica- 
tion received through the post enclosing the licence with the 
necessary certificate that the weapon is in good condition and that 
the number tallies with that in the licence. In such cases fees may 
be remitted in the form of non-judicial stamps or by money-orders 
or be deposited in the nearest treasury, the treasury chalan being 
enclosed with the application in token of payment of fees. Postage 
stamps should not be accepted in payment of fees for renewal 
of licences. 

79. Licensees who are required to produce their weapons 
before renewal of their licence should ordinarily do so personally 
but they may be allowed to do so by duly authorized agent at ' the 
discretion of the officer granting the licence. (Bengal no. 3671-P., 
dated the 17th April 1913). 

80. Before a licence is renewed, special attention should be 
directed to the endorsements thereon (if any) of purchases of new 
weapons or of ammunition made during the year. Should any of 
the entries appear to be suspicious, or any of the purchases of 
ammunition exceed the limit endorsed on the licence in cases in 
which a limit is prescribed, the officer renewing the licence should 
cause such enquiries to be made as may appear to be necessary. 
(Bengal No. 602 P., dated the 29th Jan. 1913). 

81. If due forethought is exercised and punctuality observed 
in making the arrangements it should be possible to carry out the 
inspection of arms and to return the renewed licences on the day 
on which production is ordered for each thana ; the desirability of 
accomplishing this and so avoiding all unnecessary delay should be 
steadily kept in view. When a weapon does not pass the inspection 
and the renewal of the licence is refused, the owner should be 
instructed to deposit it forthwith at the nearest police-station or 
with a licensed dealer under section 16 of the Indian Arms Act. 

82. In order to ensure that licences are annually renewed 
it should be made the duty of some clerk in the Magistrate’s office 
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to report immediately after the 1st January of each year, what 
licences have not been presented for renewal. Applications 
received within thirty days after the expiry of the licence should 
ordinarily be renewed at the renewal fees prescribed. In the case 
of licences not renewed within this period it will be open to the 
District Magistrate in lieu of prosecution to levy the full initial 
fee payable on the licence. In serious cases steps should be taken 

to institute prosecution against those who have failed to renew 

their licences. It is desirable to prosecute for neglect to apply 
for a renewal, not with rigour, but firmly, in order that it may be 
clearly understood that the provisions of the law will be enforced. 

83(1) Vide Note (7) under section 6 of the Act, on page 47 

83(2) „ „ (6) „ „ 25 „ „ „ 71 

83(3) „ (3) „ 30 „ „ „ 75 

84. The power vested in sub-inspectors of Police (in Bengal 
Govt., nofn. no. 10673- P., of the 12tb November 1914 {yiide notes 
to sections 6, 25 and 30 referred to above) to search for and detain 
arms and ammunition is an important one. Its exercise should 
be limited to approved and trustworthy sub-inspectors and to senior 
sub-inspectors in charge of police-stations. (Bengal no. 10674-80 P., 
dated the 23rd November, 1914). 

85. In pursuance of section 5, clause (b) of the Whipping Act, 
1909^ (IV of 1909), the Governor-General in Council is pleased to 
specify offences under the laws mentioned in the Schedule hereto 
annexed, being offences punishable under the said laws with 
imprisonment, as offences for the abetment or commission of or 
attempt to commit which juvenile offenders may be punished 
with whipping in accordance with the provisions of the said section. 

The Schedule. 

****** 

11. The Indian Arms Act, 1878 (XE of 1878), sections 19, 20, 
22 and 23. 

(Extract from H, D. notn. no. 350, dated the 8th March 1910). 

86 — 88. Rewards. — Reproduced on page 185. 

89. Rules under sec. 16 of the Act Reproduced on page 178. 

90. Arms deposited with dealers fall under two classes, viz. 
(1) arms deposited for safe custody, and (2) arms deposited under 
section 16 of the Arms Act. Arms deposited with the dealers for 
safe-keeping should be entered in the register in Executive Form 
184 (item 13 in Schedule of Forms) prescribed in rule 89. 
Arms entered in this register do not become automatically liable 
to forfeiture after a certain period. Dealers should see thal; arms 
are covered by a licence or exemption before being received by 
them for safe custody. Otherwise the arms are held to be deposited 
under section 16 and are liable to forfeiture if not disposed of within 
the prescribed period, 

91. Action to be taken when arms are stolen. — Vide note (5) 
to rule 3, page 81. 
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92. Directly a licence to possess arms is cancelled whether 
under section 16 of the Actor by its renewal being refused, an 
entry to that effect shall be made in the register of cancelled 
licences and shall be initialled by Magistrate in charge of arms 
licences. The register shall be in Executive Form 189 (item no. 7 
in Schedule of Forms). Entries in the register of cancelled licences, 
should be made thana by thana, in chronological order with an 
alphabetical index. These entries should be carefully examined 
at the time of granting licences under the Indian Arms Act, 1878, 
so as to prevent a person whose licence has been cancelled from 
obtaining a fresh licence through suppressing the fact of the can- 
cellation of his former licence. 

93. After an entry in the register of cancelled licences has 

been made, an order shall issue by registered post to the licensee 
directing him to deposit the arms, ammunition or military stores 
covered by the licence at the nearest police-station jcr with a 
licenced-dealer, as provided by section 16 of the Arms Act within 
14 days of the receipt of the order and warning him that if 
he fails to do so, he will be liable to prosecution under the Act. 
He should further be informed that if he deposits them with a 
licenced-dealer he is required by the rules made under section 16 of 
the Act to report the fact to the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, 
and also, if he is not a resident of Calcutta, to the Magistrate 
of the district in which he resides. A copy of the order will be 
issued to the officer in charge of the police-station for his guidance. 
The order should contain full particulars of the arms, ammunition 
or military stores to be deposited. 

94. The following procedure should be observed in the case 
of arms, ammunition or military stores deposited by the owner at a 
police station : — 

(») All such arms, ammunition or military stores shall at once be entered In a 
register to be kept for the purpose, in P. R. B. Form 193 (item 11 in Schedule of iForms.) 
If the licence is also deposited the fact shall be noted in this register. Licences 
will not be deposited in all cases as they may be cancelled in the Magistrate's office 
when the petition for renewal is rejected. If this is the case they will be filed 
in that office and will not be sent to the police station. If, however, a licence which 
has been cancelled or has ceased to be valid is still in the possession of the licensee 
he will be specially ordered to surrender it with the arms, ammunition or military 
stores, if he deposits these at the police-station, or to send it to the Magistrate's 
office for cancellation if he deposits them with a licensed dealer. («) Within 14 days 
from the date of deposit at the police-station the officer in charge will forward 
the arms, ammunition or military stores, together with the licence if it has been 
doposited, to the Court, after filling up the duplicate and triplicate copies of, P. R. B, 
Form 193, (item no. 11). (m) On receipt of the weapon in the Court, the Court 
sub-inspector will endorse the duplicate copy and return it to the police-station to 
be filed. He will then make the necessary entries in the Arms Register of the 
Malkhana, in P. B. B. Form 190 (item no. 10 in Schedule of Forms). He will then 
make dVer the triplicate copy of Form (item 11) to the clerk in charge of licences 
(with the licence, if received) after endorsing on it the date of deposit in the 
Malkhana and the number in the Malkhana Register in Exe. Form 190 (item 10 in 
Schedule of Forms), (fv) The clerk will enter the date of deposit and the number in 
Malkhana Register in the register of cancelled licences and will file the triplicate 
copy of Form 11. 

95. In the case of arms, ammunition or military stores 
deposited at the police station by a licensed dealer under rule 3 
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of the rules reproduced in paragraph 89 {vide page 179), the sub- 
inspector shall enter them in the Register in Form 11. In filling 
up column 4 he should enter the name of the licensee, and 
the designation of the issuing authority, as well as the number 
of the licence. He will then follow the procedure described in 
paragraph 94. The court snb-inspector and the clerk in charge of 
licences will also follow the procedure described in that paragraph. 
If the arms, ammunition or military stores belonged to a person 
resident in another district, intimation of their deposit shall be sent 
to the Magistrate of that district. 

96. If a licence, which has been cancelled, is subsequently re- 
newed, the Magistrate will, when the arms, ammunition or military 
stores are in deposit in the Malkhana, issue to the Court sub- 
inspector an order over his own signature to make over the weapon 
covered by it and will also send him the necessary licence and the 
triplicate copy of Form 11 received from the police-station. He 
will also inform the licensee that the licence has been renewed. 
The Court sub-inspector will then despatch the weapon with the 
licence and the triplicate copy to the ofScer in charge of the police- 
station in which the licensee lives and make the necessary entry 
in the Malkhana Register. The sub-inspector will acknowledge 
receipt of the weapon, the licence and triplicate copy of Form 11 
and will enter the particulars of the weapon in the prescribed 
Register and will send for the licensee to take delivery of the 
licence and the weapon. The licensee on taking delivery will sign 
the Register and the sub-inspector will return the triplicate copy 
to the Magistrate with an endorsement signed and dated to the 
effect that the weapon has been duly delivered. If the arms, 
ammunition or military stores have been deposited with a licensed 
dealer, the licensee will be informed that his licence has been re- 
newed and should then take delivery of it from the Magistrate’s 
office. The dealer will be at liberty to return the arms, ammuni- 
tion or military stores on production of the licence. 

97. Disposal of confiscated or forfeited weapons. — Vide 
page 183. 

98. Arms and ammunition confiscated^ uncleared or otherwise 
unclaimed under the Sea Customs Act should be sold by the Collector 
of Customs by auction to licensed vendors or to persons who by 
licence or exemption are entitled to possess such weapons, the police 
being informed of the names and addresses of the purchasers in 
order to enable them to verify the sales. This does not include 
arms of prohibited bores like *303 and *450 which will be disposed of 
by the Ordnance Department, as in paragraph 97, (on page 185). 
(Bengal no. 2696-2697 S. R., dated the 29th Oct. 1921, and n6. 3734 
PL dated the Hth Nov. 1921). 

99. Whenever guns or other arms in respect of which licences 
have to be taken by purchasers under the Indian Arms Act, are 
sold by public auction in execution of decrees, the Court directing 
the sale shall giv/j due notice to the Magistrate of the district, of the 
names and addresses of the purchasers and of the time and place 
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of the intended delivery to the purchasers of such arms, so that 
proper steps may be taken by the police to enforce the requirements 
of the Indian Arms Act. [Rule 107, Chapter I of High Court s 
General Rules and Circular Orders (Civil)], 

100. All unclaimed arms and ammunition found in railway 
trains or in the premises of a railway should be forwarded by the 
officers of the railway concerned within a week, if possible, to the 
officers noted below : — , 


Railways. 

East Indian Railway ... I 

Beagal-Nagpur Railway ... > 

Eastern Bengal Railway 
Assam-Bengal Railway ... I 

Bengal- Duars Railway ... 3 

Howrali-Amta Railway ... 7 

Howrah-Seakhalla Railway ... 3 

Darjeeling-Himalayan Railway ... 
Barasat Basirhat Railway 
Tarakeswar-Mogra Railway 
Kaligbat-Faita Railway 
Jessore-Jhenida Railway 
Bankura-Damodar Railway 
Burdwan-Katwa Railway 


Officers. 

District Magistrate, Howrah. 
Commissioner of Police, Calcutta. 
The nearest Magistrate. 

District Magistrate, Howrah. 

Deputy Commissioner, Darjeeling, 
Sub-divisional Officer, Barasat, 
District Magistrate, Hooghly. 
Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, 
District Magistrate, Jessore. 

„ „ Bankura. 

„ „ Burdwan, 


The District Magistrates and Sub-divisional officers specified 
aboved should send the articles to the Commissioner of Police, 
Calcutta, The Commissioner of Police should^ arrange for their 
sale under proper safeguards to duly authorized persons only, 
and should remit the proceeds to the Railway authorities concerned. 
Bengal no. 2451-P.-D., dated the 21st Sep. 1911, and no. 6797 P,, 
dated the 13th Dec. 1911, H. D. no. 2106 R. T.. dated the 3rd Dec. 
1908, and Bengal nos. 9336—8 and 9341 P., dated the 15th Oct. 1914). 

101. District Magistrates are required to furnish lists of licences 
yearly to officers in charge of police-stations. Additions and 
alterations to these lists should be supplied quarterly to officers 
in charge of police-stations. (Bengal no. 2941 PI. dated the 8th 
Aug. 1921.) 

102. Every sub-inspector on assuming charge of_ a police- 
station shall personally compare the arms in deposit at the 
police-station with their descriptions in the Register in P. R. B. 
Form 193 (item 10 in Schedule of Forms), and enter a certificate to 
this effect in the register in his own hand, signed and dated. 

103. Every sub-inspector on assuming charge of a court office 
shall personally compare the arms in stock in the Msdkhsuia 
with their descriptions in the Arms Register of Malkhana in Form 
no. 190 (item 10 in Schedule of P. A. A. Forms) and enter a certificate 
to this effect in the Register in his own hand, signed and dated. 

104. The Magistrate in charge of licences shall examine the 
register of cancelled licences once a month, and in any case in 
which dalay has occurred he shall call on the thana officer for a 
report, and if on receipt of the report it appearg to him that the 
fault lies with the licensee, he should submit the case to the District 



238 Local Rules and Orders [Bengal]. 

Magistrate for orders as to whether a prosecution should be instituted 
or not. 

105. The Magistrate in charge of licences shall inspect the 
Court Malkhana twice a year and should compare the arms in 
stock with the Malkhana Register and with the register of cancelled 
licences. 

106. Vendors of ammunition should be required to take out 
licences under the Explosives Act in addition to the licences they 
may be required to take under the Arms Act as vendors of fire- 
arms. It will be the duty of the District Officer or Commissioner 
of Police, to satisfy himself that the receptacle or building provided 
for the storage of gunpowder is secured against all reasonable 
probability of theft and he should, at the same time, insist by execu- 
tive order that proper precautions are taken for the safe custody of 
any firearms kept for sale. In the event of any person failing to 
comply witji the District Officer’s demands he should be warned 
that the penalty for this neglect will be the refusal of a renewal of 
the licence, and this penalty should be rigorously enforced. In 
extreme cases where immediate action is called to preserve the 
public peace, it is open to the Magistrate to cancel the licence under 
section 18 (a) of the Indian Arms Act. Licence for the sale of 
firearms and ammunition should ordinarily only be issued for 
shops situated at district and sub-divisional head-quarters. (E. B. 
and A. no. 3903-07 G-., dated the l4th June 1910.) (C/. U. P. Rules 
33 and 38.) 

107. Shop-keepers are not required to take out licences in 
respect of saltpetre or to beep accounts of saltpetre possessed and 
sold by them, except in the districts on the external land frontier 
of British India, viz., Jalpa^guri and Darjeeling. Except for such 
districts the figures for the sale of saltpetre need not be shown in 
column 22 of the statement under paragraph 2 “sale and varifioa- 
tion” of the annual report on the working of the Arms Act. In the 
districts on the external land frontier, saltpetre is not exempt from 
the provisions of the Act, except within the limits laid down in 
item 7 of Schedule II to the Indian Arms Rules, 1924 (page 132). 

108. Licensed vendors should protect themselves by making 
reference to the District Officers in all cases in which there is any 
room for doubt as to the right of a would-be-purchaser to possess 
the arms he is purchasing. By delivering arms, ammunition and 
military stores to any person, without previously ascertaining that 
he is legally authorised to possess the same, they render themselves 
liable to imprisonment which may extend to six months or to 
fine or to both. District Magistrates should reply without delay 
to any reference made by licensed vendors with regard to the right 
of any intending purchaser to possess the arms he is purchasing. 
District Magistrates should not treat such reference as matter of 
mere routine, but satisfy themselves carefully that the persons in 
question are actually entitled to purchase the arms and ammunition 
in contemplation. (Bengal No. 4803 P., dated the 10th August 1911.) 

109. If in any licence issued in Forms XVI, XVIII or XIX 
the quantity of ammunition covered by the licence has not been 
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noted an arms-vendor should refuse to supply any ammunition to 
the licensee and should return the licence to be properly filled in. 

110. Purchases of ammunition excepting that for shot guns 
and rifles of ‘22 bore by persons holding licences in Forms XVI, 
XVIII and XIX have to be entered on the licence by the seller. 
Orders therefore cannot be complied with till the licence has been 
received by the latter which involves delay and causes inconveni- 
ence to licensed dealers and their customers. This can be obviated' 
if the person holding the licence deposits it with the dealer who 
can then enter purchases on the licence,* and comply at once with 
urgent orders. The dealer must furnish the licence-holder with a 
receipt for the same which can be produced at once if the licence is 
called for by any person authorized to do so under Rule 44 of the 
Indian Arms Rules, 1924, and the licence itself can be called for 
and obtained from the dealer when necessary. 

111. Registers in Executive Forms 186 A, 1S7 and 188 (items, 14, 
15 and 16 in Schedule of Provincial Forms) have been prescribed for 
recording the sale of arms and the sale of ammunition. It is the 
duty of inspecting oflBcers to see that the registers are actually 
maintained in the prescribed form. (Bengal no, 12161 P., dated the 
21st December 1914.) 

112. Selected dealers authorised under Rule 28 (3) of the Indian 
Arms Rules, 1924, to keep and sell ammunition for rifles of *303 
or of ‘450 bore and for pistols and revolvers of *441, *455 or any 
intermediate bore are required to maintain a register in the Forms 
shown in items nos. 18 and 19, in Schedule of Provincial Arms Act 
Forms. 

113. Under sub-rule (4) of rule 28 of the Indian Arms Rule, 
1924, every Magistrate and every Police Officer of and above the 
rank of sub-inspector in the Presidency of Bengal outside the town 
of Calautta may, within the limits of his local authority, enter and 
inspect the premises of any licensed dealer in arms and ammuni- 
tion and examine his stocks and accounts. In the town of 
Calcutta Magistrates and Police Officers not below the rank of 
inspector are so authorised. (Bengal Notn no. 2801 P,, dated the 
16th March 1924). 

114. No rule is laid down prescribing a scale for the inspection 
of shops. It is left to the Inspector-General of Police and the 
Commissioner of Police to issue instructions on the subject and to 
satisfy themselves that inspections are being made regularly. 
(Bengal no. 12161 P., dated the 21st Dec. 1914.) 

115. All sales of arms should be verified. The verification of 
sales of ammunition is left to the discretion of the Commissioner of 
Police and the Superintendent of Police, The following sales, 
howdVer, should always be verified : all sales of rifles, pistol and 
revolver cartridges, empty and loaded : sales of smooth-bore car- 
tridges exceeding 150 loaded and 500 empty : sales of gunpowder 
exceeding one seer : sales of percussion caps exceeding 500 ; sales 
of sulphur, leaden bullets and bird shot, exceeding the limit pres- 
cribed by Government, viz., bird-shot and leaden bullets 5 seers 
and sulphur 10 seers. {Vide Notes to Schedule Up page 138). 
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116. All dealers in arms and ammunition are required to send 
to the Commissioner of Police Calcutta, and to the Superintendent 
of Police elsewhere, a monthly return of the stock and sale of arms 
and ammunition in Exe. Form 130 (item 17 in Schedule of Forms). 
Such return should be preserved in the Police oflSce for a period 
of ten years. (Bengal no. 12161 P., dated the 21st Dec. 1914.) 

117. ^ Dealers in arms and ammunition in Calcutta are required 
to submit weekly a transcript from their sale-registers to the Com- 
missioner of Police who Will verify such of the sales as relate to 
Calcutta. Copies of entries relating to Bengal outside Calcutta 
will be sent in Bengal Eze. Form no. 131 (item 12 in Schedule 
of Provincial Forms) by the Commissioner of Police to the 
Superintendents of Police concerned, who will cause the sales to be 
verified in accordance with the instructions contained in paragraph 
115. They will return the verification slips, after noting the result 
of their enquiries, to the Commissioner of Police who will then fill up 
the last column of the transcript from the dealer’s sale book. 
Copies of entries in the transcript relating to other provinces will be 
sent by the Commissioner of Police to the provinces concerned. 

Note. To facilitate the preparation of the annual return of arms and 
ammunition in the possession of the public, the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, 
will also send weekly to the Superintendents of Police in districts, lists 
containing particulars of loaded smooth bore gun cartridges sold in quantities of less 
than 150. 

118. Verification may be made in whatever manner the Com- 
missioner of Police or the Superintendent of Police considers most 
suitable, but the work should invariably be entrusted to oflBcers 
possessed of tact, discretion and^ courtesy. Superintendents of 
Police will bring all cases of illicit transaction and all excessive 
purchases of ammunition by exempted persons to the notice of 
the District Magistrate. 

119. The same procedure will apply mutatis mutandis in the 
case of sales in districts. Superintendents of Police will verify 
sales relating to their own districts and will send verification slips 
in Executive Form 131 (item 12 In Schedule of Provincial Forms) 
to the Commissioner of Police in the case of sales to residents 
of Calcutta and to the Superintendents of Police in the case of 
sales to residents in Bengal outside Calcutta. 

120. The Commissioner of Police for Calcutta and Superinten- 
dents of Police, outside Calcutta will report to the Chief Secretary to 
the Government of Madras and to the Inspector General of Police of 
other provinces, (except the U.-W. Frontier Province) purchases of 
arms and ammunition in Bengal by residents of their respective pro- 
vinces. Purchases of arms and ammunition by residents of the 
Indian States in the Madras Presidency will be reported direct to 
the Agent to the Governor General, Madras States, Trivandrum. 
Reports of the purchase of firearms by residents of the Civil and 
Military Station, Bangalore, will be sent to the District Magistrate 
of that Station. , 
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The Gommistaioner of Police, Calcutta, and Superintendents 
of Police, outside Calcutta should report to the ofiScers mentioned 
‘below the piircha.^e of all arms and ammunition^by persons residing 
in or who are pormanenfe residents of the IQ’orfch-West Frontier 
Province from dealers or manufacturers in Bengal : — 


ii) Iti the else of residents of British 
districts, vU*, Hazara, Peshawar, Kohat, ^ 
Bannu and Dera Isoiail Khan. j 

(n) In the case of residents of the 1 
Indian States of Amb and Phulera. 3 

{Hi) In the case of residents of the | 
Indian States of Chitral and 0ir. 3 


To the Superintendent of Police 
concerned. 

T(i the Deputy Commissioner, 
Hazara district, Abbottabad. 

To the Political Agent Dir, Swat 
and Chitral Agencies, Malakand. 


121. When Residents of Bengal purchase arms and ammu- 
nition of any description in the United Provinces, the Central Pro- 
vinces, Bihar and Orissa, the Madras Presidency, and the Civil and 
Military Station, Bangalore, it has been arranged that the district 
Magistrate of those Provinces and the station of Bangalore shall 
address the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, when the purchaser 
is a resident in Calcutta and in the case of the purchaser living in 
Bengal, outside Calcutta, the Superintendent of Police of the district 
in which he resides. 


122. The Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, will maintain a 
register in Exe. Form no. 393 (item 8 in Schedule of Provincial 
Forms) showing the importation of arms by dealers. Licensed 
dealers when importing arms should be required to submit 
their bills of entry in triplicate and the triplicates should be sent 
by the Collector of Customs in weekly bundles to the Commissioner 
of Police for such use as may be required for police purposes. A 
register in Form no. 150 (item 9 in Schedule of Provincial 
Forms) showing the importation of arms by private indivi- 
duals should be maintained province by province in the office 
of the Collector of Customs, Calcutta- The Collector of Customs 
should forward transcripts of this register weekly to the province 
concerned and those relating to Bengal to the Commissioner 
of Police, Calcutta, who will verify the entries in the same 
manner as sales of arms. Transcripts of the register showing 
the import of arms by residents of Indian States should also be 
forwarded to the Commissioner of Police for record and verification 
through the local authorities. 

123. Under section 3 of the Wild Birds and Animals Protection 
Act, 1912 (VIII of 1912), and in supersession of the late E. B. and 
A. Govt.*s notn. no. 1361 P. L., dated the 28fch April 1911, issued 
under the Indian Arms Rules, 1909, the periods indicated in lists 
A and B annexed hereto to be close seasons for the birds and 
animalB, respectively, mentioned in those lists throughout the whole 
of the Presidency of Bengal. Bengal Notn. No. 8338 For., dated the 
25th Aug. 1914, is hereby cancelled. 
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LIST A.— The whole teak. 


Birds* 


Laughing thrushes 
Babblers 

j (Timaliidse) 

Whistling thrushes 

(Turdidse) 

Nuthatches 

(Sittidse) 

Drongos 

(Dicruridse) 

Creepers 

(Certhiidae) 

Wrens 

(Troglodytidse) 

Warblers 

(Sylv^dse) 

Shrikes 

(Laniidse) 

Mini vets 

(Campephagidse) 

Orioles 

(Oriolidae) 

Grackles 

(Graculidee) 

Starlings 

(Sturnidae) 

Mynas 

( „ ) 

Fly-catchers 

, (Muscicapidse) 

Ghats 

Robins and red starts, 

(Turdidse) 

thrushes n 

(Turdidse) 

Blackbirds and ouzels ... 

( » ) 

Martins and swallows ... 

, (Hirundinidse) 

Wagtails 

(Motaciliidse) 

Pipits 

. ( „ ) 

Larks (except ortolans) 

(Alaudidae) 

Sunbirds 

( Nectar iuiidse) 

Pittas 

(Pittidaa) 

Woodpeckers 

(Pioidae) 

Bee eaters 

(Meropidae) 

Hoopoes 

(Cpupidae) 

Swifts 

(Mycropidse) 

Cuckoos 

(Ouculida) 


(Bengal Her* Dept. notn. nos. 12246 


LIST B.-: 


Birds* 

Owls ... (Tytonidse) 

(Aston id as) 

Floricans — CockandHen (OUdidas) 

Adjutant birds ... (Ciooniidae) 

Animals^ 

Female buffaloes througbout the Presi- 
dency and male buffaloes in reserved 
or protected forests. 

Ehinoceroses. 

Female bisona ; and in Jalpaiguri and 
Darjeeling districts male bison. 

Female deer of all kinds. 

Female antelopes. 

Swamp deer — male and female. 

Male deer when hornless or in velvet. 

Gazelles. 

Ringed or water lizards (Varanus 
Salvator) (Vernacular Ramgoddi 
length 4 feet inclusive of tail and girth 
11 inches and below). 

Black lizards (Varanus Nebulosus) (Verna- 
cular Kalgoddi) (girth measurement 
8 inches and below). 

Yellow land lizards (Varanus Flavascens) 
(Vernacular Sonagoddi) (girth mea- 
surement 8 inches and below (. 

Gray land lizards (Varanus Bengalensis) 
(girth measurement 8 inches and 
below). 

3 12255 For., dated the 24th Oct. 1930.) 

OS THE YEAE. 


Birds, 

All wild ducks — 1st May to 30th September. 

Jungle-fowl— 15th March to 30th Sept. 

Partridges — 15th March to 30th September. 

Pheasants — ISth March to 30th Sept. 

Ail pigeons and pea-fowl— 1st March to 
30th September. 

Ortolans — 1st April to 31st August. 

Little egrets and cattle egrets— 1st July 
to 31st August. 

King-fishers— 1st January to 31s May. 

Animals, 

Male bison other than in Jalpaiguri and 
Darjeeling Districts for which a whole 
year close season has been prescribed. 
Vide list A above — 1st May to 3ist 
August. 

Barking deer stags with* horns not in 
velvet— 1st April to 30th Sept. I 

Hog deer Stags and Cheetal stags with 
horns, not in velvet. 

■*^or Bajshahi Divn.— 1st Oct. to 28th 
Feb. 


Animals, 

For other Divisions — 1st May to 30th 
Sept. 

Sambhar with horns not in velvet — 1st 
April to 30th September. 

Male antelopes — 1st May to 30th Sept. 

Hares — 1st April to 30th September. 

Serow and Gooral— male and female — 1st 
May to 30th Sept. 

Ringed or water lizards (Varanus Salva- 
tor) (Vernacular Ramgoddi) of more 
than 4 feet in length (inclusive of tail) 
and U inches in girth— 15th Feb. to 
15th August. 

Black lizards (Varanus Nebulosus) 
(Vernacular Kalagoddi) of more than 
8 inches in girth 15th Peh. to 15th 
Aug. 

Yellow land lizards (Varanus Flavascens) 
Cy ernacular Sonagoddi) of more than 
8 inches in girth — 15th Feb. to 15th Aug, 

Grey land lizards (Varanus Bengalensis) 
of more than 8 inches injgirth— 15th 
Feb. to 30th Sept. 


(Bengal notn. no, 442 T. R., dated the 19th May 1930.) 
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134. The following warnings have been issued by the Govern- 
ment of India to all sportsmen whether Europeans or others— 

Not to trespass on standing crops ’without the consent of the owners, 

(2) Not to shoot peafowl or other birds and animals^ regarded as sacred, in the 
vicinity of villages or habitations. 

(3) Not to shoot domestic animals, such as dogs and pigs. 

(4) Not to shoot in the immediate vicinity of villages, temples and mos<|.ues. 
(H. D. Resn. No. 1458-93, dated 27th September 1895) 

125. There should be a single annual report on the working 
of the Arms Act in the form shewn on page 244. 

It should be prepared in the first instance by the District 
Magistrate in such manner as he directs and submitted to Govern- 
ment through Commissioners of Divisions. In respect of Calcutta, 
the Commissioner of Police shall submit the annual* report to 
Government in the Political Department direct. The report should 
be in respect of the calendar year and should be submitted by 
District Magistrates to their Divisional Commissioners on or before 
the 1st March. Commissioners in turn should submit to Gover- 
ment a consolidated report for their division on or before 30th 
April. The report of the Commissioner of Police should also reach 
the Secretariat oy the 30th April. The Secretariat will give the 
Inspector-General of Police an opportunity of seeing the divisional 
reports for any remarks which he may have to make. The report 
should also contain a statement regarding Government guns dis- 
tributed to panchayats and others. It is only in the disarmed 
district of Bakarganj that there has been any distribution of guns 
on a large scale. Accordingly such figures are required for that 
district only, and the Magistrate of Bakarganj should submit a 
statement on this subject, to be attached to the consolidated report 
submitted to Government, (Bengal no. 1122 P., dated the 26th 
January 1915, and no* 11680 P., dated the 6th Sep. 1917). 

The report should also contain {a) a brief note on the working 
of the rules under section 16 of the Arms Act, as published with 
Notification no. 1372 P., dated the 24th March, 1927, [Vide page 179) 
and (6) a statement showing the total amount of fees realised 
during the year in respect of licences under the Act. (Bengal 
no. 3750-55 PI., dated the i2th November 1921). 

The report should also contain an annual review of the posi- 
tion in regard to the illicit possession of arras and ammunition. 
The District Magistrate, and the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, 
should deal with the matter and report whether, in their opinion, 
the number of arms and amount of ammunition held illicitly is 
such that it either forms a menace to the peace of the district or 
should be taken into consideration from the point of view of the 
military internal security arrangements. (Bengal order no. 1578- 
1546 PI, dated the 12th May 1926). 
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Annual Report: on the Working of the Arms Act for the year 


IN the of. 

Division 


Town OF Calcutta. 


Paragraph 1.— Mahufacture.— 

(1) State whether the arras and ammunition are locally manufactured. If so, 
give any information you can collect about the character and approximate numbers 
of the arms manufactured (guns, daggers, etc.), and the kind of ammunition and 
its quality and quantity. * 

(2) What is the state of the factory or other places in which manufacture is 
carried on ? 

PARAGRAPH 2,— SALE AND VERIFIOATIOH. 

Cl) Sale-- 

Fill up the statement, (shown in Bengal Manual, page 186), showing the sale of 
arms, ammunition during the year 19——. 

(2) Verification,— 

What number of oases of sales of firearms were verified? Give the general 
results of verification, quoting any case of note especially those in which facts of 
importance were brought to light during verification. 

Paragraph 3.— Stock and sale of arms and ammunition 

Fill up the statement prescribed on page 187, Bengal Arms Manual 
Paragraph 4.— Exempted persons and licences. 

(a) Fill up the list prescribed on page 188, Bengal Arms Manual. 

List of persons exempted from ike operation of certain provisions of the 
Indian Arms Act under Schedule /, clause 6 (c) of the Indian 
Arms EuleSt 1924. up to the 8 1st Dec, 19 . 

(6) Fill up the list shown on page 188, Bengal Arms Manual 

List of persons holding life licences granted under para. S of Bengal Govt, 
letter no. 70-97 Pl.^ dated the 7th Jan,, 1994, 

{c) Fill up the list of persons possessing cannon. (Form prescribed by letter nos. 
2810-2815 PI dated the 23rd July 1929 on page 188 of Bengal Manual). 

(d) General remarks on the working of the system of registering firearms in the 
possession of exempted persons. 

(e) General remarks as to exempted persons and the way in which they utilized 
the privilege of exemption with reference to any specific cases of improper utiliza- 
tion. 

Licences, 

A. Fill up the statement prescribed on page 189 of the Bengal Arms Manual. 

Statement showing the number of licences issued under the Indian Arms Act 
during the year 19 . 

Paragraph 5.— Prosecution and Confiscations. 

(1) Prosecutmis — 

(fl) Fill up the statement prescribed in page 190 of the Bengal Arms Manual 
showing the results of prosecutions and confiscations under the various sections of 
the Arms Act during the year 19 

(b) Eefer briefly to important cases of prosecutions with their results. 

(2) Confiscations — 

(0) Give a description of the confiscated weapons. 

(b) State briefly the circumstances which necessitated the confiscation. 

(c) How were the cenfiscated arms disposed of? 

Paragraph 6,— Rewards. 

(1) State on Form prescribed on page 191 of Bengal Manual the aggregate 
number of cases with the total amount of rewards granted — (a) by the Magistrate, 
and (6) by the Superintendent of Police in connection with the Arms Act. Details 
^re not rec^ulrqd. 
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{%) Statf briefly important cases and give names of officers who have done good 
service during the year* Details of every case are not required and only the names 
of the officers need fae given whose services have been especially meritorious *• 

Paragbaph 7.— Thefts. 

Give a short account of the number of cases of thefts of firearms and ammuni- 
tion, with the general results and details of important cases during 19 • 

Paragbaph S.-MisceelaxN'eot.d. 

Give a General summary of any features of the year's work which call for 
special comment, and refer to any other important matter not mentioned in the 
above paragraphs. ^ 

Question for the inspection of the Arms Act Dept., printed on pages 192 195 
(Bengal Arms Manual). 

SCHEDUL’S OF PORSIS APPENDED TO THE BENGAL LOCAL RULES AND ORDERS. 

Item no I Rule 36 Bengal eze. form i25 

Form of enqiiity for Jlrearms possessed by exempted persons, 

Kame and address. 

Rifles, The following particulars should be given for each weapon : — 

(a) Dascription and boie with maker’s name and number on barrel, or stock, or 
both (6) Whether muzzle or breech-loading, (c) Whether single or double barrel, 
(d) Whether single shot or magazine, (e) If repeating, the capacity of the magazine. 
(/) The name of the dealer or person from whom obtained, with approximate date. 

Smooth Bores. The following particulars should be given for each weapon 

(n) Description and bore with maker’s name and number on barrel stock or 
both, {b) Whether muzzle or breech-loading, (c) Whether single or double barrel. 
id) Whether single shot or magazine, (e) The name of the dealer or person from 
whom obtained, with approximate date. 

Revolvers. The following particulars should be given for each weapon 

(a) Description and bore with maker’s name and number, and all other marks 
stating the part of the weapon on which they are stamped. (6) Whether muzzle or 
breech-loading, (c) Number of chambers for cartridges, id) Name of the dealer or 
person from whom obtained, with approximate date. 

Pistols, The following particulars should be given for each weapon 

(a) Doseription and bore with maker’s name and number stating the part of 
the weapon on which they are stamped, (b) Whether muzzle or breech- loading, (c) 
Whether single or double barrel, (d) Whether single shot or repeating, (e) If 
repeating, the capacity of the magazine. (/) The dealer or person from whom 
obtained, with approximate date, (y) Other arms in respect of which exemption is 
enjoyed. 

The number of arms of the following kinds in the possession of the exempted 
persons should be shown against each : 

(a) Swords and sword sticks,— (&) Bayonets.— (c) daggers (Bengal notn, no. 
1660 F. J, dated the 1st April 1920 and letter no. 4299 Pi. dated the 22ud (October 1929 
and para 36, Bengal Rules.) 


Item no. 2 (Rule 40) B. E. Form 125 

*Parwar*a Form. — You A, JB., son of 0, D,, of village JE7, thana F,, are hereby 
appointed to be my armed retainer and you are authorised to possess, carry and use, 
ill accordance with ail lawful orders issued by me or my agent at one muzzle- 

loading^gun No. gunpowder and percussion caps. You must 

not use the gua or ammunition for auy^uniawful purpose except as you may be ordered 
and you must carry this parwana with you whenever you carry the gun outside the 
house or my Kacheri.— You must at once inform the nearest police-station of the 
loss or theft of any ammunition or of the gun. 

{Thzi mb impression of retainer, (Sd.) X. Y. Z, — (jS^ame, 

to whom this parwana is issued,) title, if any, aiid address,) 
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Item no. 2 A. (Role 37B.) 

Authorisation for the carrying of arms Jin British India by servants of a Ruling 
Prince or Chief having a salute of guns, not accompanying such Prince or Chief* 
(See Paragraph 37B of Bengal Rules) 


Names i 

Names 
of fathers 
of the 
servants 

Arms and ammunition carried by the servants. 

Date up to 
which authori- 
sation is valid. 
(To to be filled 
in by the Ruling 
Prince or ChieQ, 

of the i 
servants-i 

Brief description of 
each weapon with de- 
tails, e.g., distinguish- 
ing marks, etc. 

Quantity and descrip- 
tion of each kind of 
ammunition. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 



Seal of Ruling Prince 
or Chief. 

Seal of Ruling Prince 
or Chief. 




Signature of Ruling 
Prince or Chief. 

Signature of Ruling 
Prince or Chief. 




Date— 

Date — 



r 

Seal of Ruling Prince 
or Chief. 

Seal of Ruling Prince 
or Chief, 




Signature of Ruling 
Prince or Chief, 

Signature of Ruling 
Prince or Chief. 




Date— 

Date — 




Seal of Ruling Prince 
or Chief. 

Seal of Ruling Prince 
or Chief. 




Signature of Ruling 
Prince or Chief. 

Signature of Ruling 
Prince or Chief. 




Date — 

Date — 



Seal of Political Officer, 


Signature of Political Officer, 

Date— Designation, 

For. D. letter No. F. 363-G/29, dated the 16th December 1930. 

Item No. 3. (Bengal Rule 41.) B. E. F. no. 134A. 

* Parwana— You Son of Village , Thana , District 

, are hereby appointed to be an armed retainer of the firm and you are hereby 
authorised to possess, carry and use in accordance with all lawful order issued by me 
or a member or agent of the firm one breech-loading gun No. and cartridges. 

You must not use the gun or ammunition for any unlawful purpose or except as 
you may be ordered, and you must carry this Parwana with you whenever you carry 
the gun. 

Signature Name Address Position in firm Name and 

address of firm . Thumb impression of retainer to whom this parwana is 
issued 


Item 4. (Bengal Rule 56.) B. E, Foem 185 (New)— 225 B. (Old.) 

Register of applications, (Rule 56 above). 


d 

n 

o 

CO 

Date of petition, j 

Name and 

1 residence of| 
applicant, i 

1 Purport 
of 

petition. 

Preliminary 
order and da tie 
by which the 
report (if any) 
called for 
must be 
submitted. 

Date of 
submission 
of report 

Final 

order 

and 

date. 

Remarks. 

1 

2 

1 ® 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
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Item No. 5 


I. 

IL 

III. 

IV. 


(Bengal Bgle 56.) 

Form of Enquiry on an Application for a Licence. 

Name, age and address * of applicant. 

Character of weapon and licence applied for* 

Where does applicant usually reside ? 

Appro:icimate income of applicant (or of family where he is a member of a 
joint family). What sum, if any, does applicant pay as (1) income-tax, (2) Chauki- 
dari-tax ? 

V. (a) Is applicant the head of the household ; if not who is ? 

(6) Do any members of his family living with or near him possess a licence ? 

VI. Is applicant or any of his near relatives concerned in any land dispute ? 

VII. Has applicant ever been concerned in any riot or other criminal case ? 

VIII, What is applicant’s character (by general repute or from your personal 
knowledge) t 

IX. Give other particulars regarding applicant’s antecedents. 

X. Are there any wild animals from the ravages of which it is necessary for 
the applicant to have a gun to protec t^h is crops ? State the number of men and cattle 
killed during the year by wild animals in the village or neighbourhood. 

XL If the licence is desired for protection of valuable property kept at appli- 
cant’s homestead, give a brief description of its situation and surroundings. 

XII. Miscellaneous, 
ia) 

w 

(c) 

Recommendation of the enquiring oihcer 
Form of licence recommended 
Area for which recommended 

Signature of the enquiring officer. 

Remarks of the Sub-divisional officer. 

Remarks of the Superintendent of Police. 

Orders of the District Magistrate, 


XIII. 

XIV. 

XV. 


* Note (1)— See section 2 of Act XVI of 1904. Against this question is to be 
stated whether the father of the applicant is alive or dead. 

Note (2)— Items III-XV are to be filled in and signed after a personal enquiry by 
the officer in charge of the police-station when this form is addressed to him, and 
this enquiry slip should be submitted through the sub-divisional Officer to the Super- 
intendent of Police who will forward it to the District Magistrate but when enquiries 
are made by agencies other than the police the enquiry slip should be returned 
through Sub-Divisional Officer to the District Magistrate. 


Item No. 6. (Bengal Rule 72) B. E. F. 126 

Register of licences issued to persons residing in the police-station. 
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Dates of Renewals and 
Fee Realised. 

(Note here whether fee 
received in cash or stamps. 
If in cash the number and 
date of the chalan to be 
noted) 


Remarks. 

(Date of can- 
cellation 
should be 
[entered in red 
I ink in this 
i column. 


7 I 8 


9 10 11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


(Bengal letter no. 372-99 PI. dated the 29th January, 1930 and letter no. 63 PI. D., 
dated the 14th April 1930) 
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Item No. 7. (Bengal Rule 92) B. E. f. 189 

Register of cancelled licences under the Indian Arms Act, 1878, [Rule 92], 
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Item K'o. 8, (Bengal Rule 122) 

Register of import of fire-arms, [Rule 122j. 


B. E.F. 393 
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Item No. 9. 


(Bengal Rule 123.) 


B, E. F. 150. 


Register of the import of arms by private individuals. 
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1 0. — Revolver. 
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D.-»Pistol. 
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1 

2 

3 

4 



Drawback. 

No. 

Date. 

10 

11 


of Receipt, 


[Forms 10— 12.] Local Rclbs ajtd Orders [Bej^oal]. 
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Item No. lO. (Bestgal rules 94 and 103.) 

Form of the Arm$ Register of the Melkhana. 


B. E. F. 190. 
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Item No. 11. 


14 


(Bengal Rules 94, 95»96aDd 102.) 


P. R. B. F. 193 
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NOTE.—The above form is required in triplicate, 
ITEM No. 12. 


No' 

Date 


(Bengal Rules 117 and 119 ) 
Sale Verification Slip. 


B. E. F. NO. 131. 


The Subtnspectob To\< n. 

From the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta. To 

The Superintendent of Police,— District. The Supdt. of Police District. 

Please verify the follo-wing sale From dealer 



Full address 
(if mufussi], 
state village, 
police-station 
and district.) : 

Arms purchas- 
ed (give des- 
cription, includ- 
ing the bore, 
number 
and maker’s 
name). 

AMMUNITION PUR- 
CHASED. 

Verification re- 
port AND REMARKS. 

Name of 
pujvsbaser. 

1 

Descrip- 

tion. 

Quan- 

tity. 

(If exempted how? 

If licensed, state 
; number, date and by 
whom granted : 

If unverified, why?) 

2 

3 

4 

! 5 

1 

j 

6 

7 


Signature and ^ank of verifying Officer. 
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Item No, 13. • (Bengai, Egles 89 and 90.) B. E. F. No. 184 (New) 

Register of firearms and ammunition deposited for safe custody prescribed 
under condition 3 of Licence Form XIII. 


Date 

of 

deposit. 

.Name of owner. 

Address, including 
village, police- 
station and 
district). 

If 

exemp- 

ted, 

how. 

Number, 
date, dura- 
tion and 
form of 
licence and 
authority 
by whom 
granted. 

Number 

and 

descrip- 
tion of 
arms 
and 

ammuni- 

tion. 

How 

disposed 

of. 

1 

2 

3 

1 4 

5 

6 

7 


Item No. 14. (Bengal rule 111.) B. E, F. 186A. 

Sale Book-“8ection 17 (c) of Act XI of 1878» (For Calcutta only). 

Fire-arms akd ammunition— 

A Muzzle-loadin?. 

B.— Breech-loading (rifled). 

0 -Breech-loading Cnot rifled). 

B.— Double-barrelled. 

S.— Single-barrelled. 



item 15. (Bengal Eclb ill.) B. E. F. 187 

Sale Book of Arm, section 17 (c) of Act XI of 1878. (For places outside Calcutta), 
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Result of verifioatioft. 
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Item No. 17. (Bengal Rule 116) _ _ B. P. P. 130 

Return of the Stock and Sales of Arms and Ammunition for the month of 19 , 


A*— 'M uzzle-ioad in g. 


B 

’E. 

^ , 

22 o 

P.2 
ce TS 

Number 
AND Quan- 
tity Pur- 
chased IN 
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Frompriva 
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From deal 
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1 Total of c 
' 5 and 6. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

Single-barrelled 








sporting rifles 

IB 







Double-barrelled 

fA 







sporting rifles 

iB 







Single-barrelled 








sporting guns. 

IG 







Double-barrelled 







1 

sporting guns. 

ic 







Air-guns and air-rifles 







Revolvers 







i 

1 

Pistols 







1 

Swords 

Sword-sticks 

Bayonets 







... 

Daggers 

Gun-powder 

Tbl 







Shot, bags 

Percussion caps ... 

Nos. 

1 






Cartridges Nos. 

fB 

ic 

{ 

i 






Cartridge cases Nos. 

cc 

i 

1 






Bullets 

Nos. 

1 






Bullets 

Nos. 

1 






Wads 
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Sulphur 

Nos. 








Number 
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QUANTITY 
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Item No, 18. (Bengal Rule 112.) 

Stock of ammunition which can be fired from rifles of ‘303 or of ‘450 bore 
and from pistols and revolvers of *441, *455 or any intermediate bore. 


2 

3 

1 ^ 

1 

1 5 


6 

1 Year. 


Quantity 

IMPORTED BY 

LOCAL 

PURCHASE. 

CO 

03 

d 



Quantity 

SEA. 


Quantity. 

From 

WHOM. 

a 

d 

*0 

Month. 

Date. 

in 

stock. 

1 

No. and date oi 
the import 
licence and the 
designation of 
the authority 
granted. 



Name 

and 

address. 

1 

Total of 0 
4 and 5. 
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Item No. 19. 


(Bengal Rule 113.; 


Sale of ammunUton whiclx can be fired from rifles of *30S ot of *450 bore and 
from pi»tol» and revolvers of *441, *445 or of any intermediate bore* 

1 ; 2 I 3 I 4 I 

I ' ' 

1 Yeab. ' 
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1 i 

1 

1 

1 

fl’i 60 ! 

1 © 

§ 

1 1 




"S ^ 

SB > 

Month. 1 

i Date. 

1 S 

! 'S : 

1 . 

' tB 

tn \ 

'ta 

Sg 

i 

i 

j j 

' a : 

S 

<A 

•13 

o 

l§ 

a. 2 1 

* 

i 

\ {25 ! 

< 

j2j^O 

a*" : 





254 Local Roles and Obders [United Peotinoes], 

UNiTiJD Provinces— Locial Rules and Orders. 

Resolution of the Government of the United Provinces, no, 1719 — 
VIII— 226, dated the Srd May, l92i, on the Report of the Committee 
appointed to revise the United Provinces Arms Rules and Orders 
with reference to the Indian Arms Rules, 1924. 


On November 3rd, 1923, the Government of India published in 
their notification under no. F.-829-I— -23, the Indian Arms Rules, 192A 
On the same date they issued resolution no. F.-829 1—22, in which they 
discussed the recommendations of the Indian Arms Rules Committee 
and indicated the questions which were left to the decision of the 
local Government. A small committee was then appointed by this 
Government to examine these questions. After full consideration of 
the report, the Governor in Council has been pleased to sanction a 
number of changes in the United Provinces Arms Rules and Orders, 
which will shortly be amended accordingly. Meanwhile a summary 
of the more important decisions is published for general information. 

2. The Indian Arms Rules, 1924, have made a number of changes 
in existing practice. Some of these take effect without further action 
by the local Government. Among these may be noted that — 

(1) Power is given to Sub* divisional officers to renew licences ; 

(2) Fees payable on renewal of licences for fire-arms other than muzzle-loading 
weapons have been reduced by one half ; and 

(3) Entries 11, 11-A, and 11-B, of Schedule I of the Arms Rules, 1920, have been 
abolished. 

Title-holders and others who were formerly exempted under 
these clauses will now receive licences for life free of charge 
provided that they apply to the District Magistrate within six 
months of January Isfc, 1924, or, in the case of those who were not 
in India on that date, within six months of their return to India. 

3. In other oases executive orders are necessary in order to give 
effect to the orders of the Government of India, as framed in the 
Indian Arms Rules of 1924. These will be published in due course. 
Among these are the following : — 

(1) Under rule 3 (1) {b) of the Arms Rules, 1924, all persons exempted are 
required to register the fire-pms or ammunition in respect of which they are exempted. 
It has been decided that this registration shall not be made annually and in respect 
of ammunition shall only be made at the time of the initial registration. After the 
initial registration an exempted person will be required to report to the District Magis- 
trate any change in the arms in his possession in respect of which he is exempted. 

(2) Under rule 43 (1) a right of appeal is given when a licensing authority 
refuses to grant or renew a licence. It has been decided that this appeal must be 
made within 30 days of the order appealed against. It will be observed that no 
mention is made of the right of appeal against an order of cancellation under section 
18 of the Arms Act, 1878. When a licence is cancelled in the course of a judicial 
proceeding, an appeal presumably lies in the ordinary course, and there seems no 
reason why, when appeals are allowed in cases of refusals to grant or renew a licence, 
an order of cancellation by a District Magistrate should not also be appealed against. 
It has therefore been decided that appeals against orders passed under section i8 (u) 
of the Arms Act, 1878, shall be allowed in the same way as appeals under rule 43 of 
the Indian Arms Rules, 1924. 

(3) Applications for the grant or renewal of licences may be made by post. This 
does not, however, affect the obligation of any licensee to produce the arms when 
required under rule 45 ; and it has accordingly been decided that applications for the 
renewal of cultivators’ licences, Forms XVIII and XIX, shall not be made by post 
unless they are attested by the tahsildar after examination of the arms which they 
cover. 
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4. The following orders have been, passed on fche questions left 
to the decision of the local Government : — 

(1) Schedule I, clause (6) (g). The follov^ing landholders will ba included in 
this clause, namely, those who— 

(а) pay land revenue not less than Rs> 10,000 or would so pay If they were 
not wholly or in part revenue-free; and 

(б) are borne on the divisional durbar lists and whoso fathers or immediate 
predecessors in interest were also so borne. 

The limit of exemption and the number of retainers allowed will be laid down 
by the local G-overnment in each case, • 

(a) Schedule Vlt, clause (7). Under this clause will come (a) Stipendiary 
Magistrates, and ih) Justices of Peace, in respect of all arms, 

(3) The licence year instead of running fr->m April 3st to March SIsfe as hitherto, 
will bo the same as the calendar year i e.^ from January 1st to December 31sfe. 

(4) Under rule 43 l3) (c) when a licence is renewed by an authority other than 
the authority who granted it, the former will inform the latter of the fact of 
renewal. To cover the cases of those who change their residence more than once 
it has been decided that information must also be given to the last renewing 
authority as well as to the a7athority who originally granted the licencS. 

(5) In accordance with the recommendations of the Arms Buies Committee 
it has been decided that no fixed limitation of ammunition shall be laid down. The 
ordinary standards to be allowed will be iiOO rounds per rifle, and 100 rounds per 
revolver. No limit is prescribed in the case of shot-guns or *22 bore or target rifles, 
while for muzzle-loading guns the limits will remain as at present. The licensing 
authorities will, however, have the po wer to vary these standards in the direction 
of greater or leas restriction at their discretion. 

5. These changes will be given effeofc to in a new edition of 
the United Provinces Arms Rules and Orders, which is under 
preparation. The Governor in Council trusts that licensing 
authorities will exercise their powers under these rules with 
discretion ^nd consideration and will observe the spirit as well as 
the letter of the rules. In particular, lie desires to emphasise 
the desirability of avoiding delay in the issue or renewal of ^licences 
and, when enquiries as to the suitability of applicants for licences 
have to be made, of subjecting the applicants to as litttle annoyance 
and indignity as possible. 


United Provinoes,— arms Rules and Orders. 

1. Exemption,— Ffrfe note (13) to Schedule If, page 137. 

2. Cancellation of exemption. — F/c?c note (13) to Schedule II, 
page 137, 

3. Exemption of kirpans.— F/dc note (14) to Schedule II, 
page 138.' 

4. Registration of firearms. — Vide note (15) to Schedule I, 
page 126. 

5. Exemption of public servants. — Vide note (16) to Schedule I, 
page 127. 

6. Definition of “Talukdars” and **Zamindars ” — Vide note (17) 
to Schedule I, page 127. 

7. Arms presented by Government. — Vide note (18) to Schedule 
I, page 127. 

8. Former exemptees. — Vide note (19) to Schedule I, page 127, 
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9. Scale of arms for exemptees. — Vide note (14) to Schedule I, 
pages 125-126. 

10. Firearms in excess of prescribed scale. — Vide note (20) 
to Schedule I, page 127. 

11. Retainers’ Arms.— Fide note (21) to Schedule I, page 128. 

12. Retinues of princes, etc. — Vide note (22} to Schedule I, 
page 128. 

13. Armed guards travelling through British India. — Vide note 
(23) to Schedule I, page 128. 

14. Facilities to exempted persons. — Vide note (24) to Schedule 
I, page 128. 

15. Certificates of exemption. — Vide note (25) to Schedule I, 
page 128. 

16. Improper use of weapons by exemptees — Vide note (5) 
to Rule 3, page 81. 

17. Air-guns and air-rifles. — Vide note (10) to Schedule II, 
page 137. 

18. Firesurms captiured as trophies. — Vide note (28) to Schedule 
I, page 128 and note (1) to Schedule II, page 133. 

19. Sulphur, lead, leaden bullets and bird-shot.— Vide note (24) 
to Schedule II, page 139. 

20-21, Transport. — Vide notes to section 10 of the’Act, page 48. 

22. Import of rifles by exemptees. — Vide note (7) to Rule 7, 
page 83. 

(Mauser and Bergmann Pistols. — Cancelled — H. D. letter no. F- 
21-XXXIII— 23 dated the 25th June 1925). 

23. Importation of rifles with “sub-target rifle machines” is 
strictly prohibited. 

24. Import licences under Explosives Act — Vide note (3) to 
Rule 7, page 83. 

25. Condition (5), in column (3), against entry no. (8) of Schedule 
VI, (page 146) does not apply in its entirety to Waziristan. All 
licences for export of arms and ammunition to persons residitag or 
serving in Waziristan, should be issued by the District Magistrate 

' of Meerut, only after previous consultation with the Political Agent, 
Tochi or Wana, as the case may be (F. and P. D. no. 533 G. dated 
the 30th June 1925). 

25A. Appliances are manufactured in America for discharging 
of gas, which causes temporary blindness and suffocation. They 
are mostly in the form of pistols, revolvers, hand grenades or 
fountain pens. These appliances should be regarded as inaluded 
in the definition of “arms” contained in section 4 of the Arms 
Act, and all applications for licences for their import should be 
refused. (H. I), no. F-21-LV-2S dated the 31st Dec. 1928, and 
U. P. G. 0. no. 1019 dated the 5th April 1929). 

26 27, Export to Indian States. — Vide notes (3) and (9) to Rule 
19 on pages 91 and 92. 
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28. Political officers to grant export licences. — Vide note (4) 
to rule 19, page 91. 

, 29. Export of arms for ruling chiefs.— note to Rule 39, 

page 108, 

30. Export of cannon to Indian states. — Vide note (1) to Rule 
19, page 9U 

31. Ammunition of prohibited bores. — Vide note (1) to Rule 28, 
page 98. 

32. ^ Licences in forms IX and XII should be granted only for 
a specified quantity of arms and ammunition, the amounts being 
fixed by the licensing authorities on the merits of each case. In 
cases where the licensing authority is the local Government, District 
Magistiate should state, when forwarding the application for 
a licence, what quantities they recommend. (G. 0, No 2883 dated 
the 28th May 1920), 

32A. Licensing authorities may permit persons or firms 
holding a licence in one of the forms IX to XII to test firearms 
at recognized ranges. The permit must be in writing and* specify — 
0*) the licensee, (ii) the range, (m) the person to carry out the test. 
(H. D. letter no. 21-V-30 dated the 18th Oct. 1930). 

33. (i) Vendors of ammunition are required to take out 
licences under the Explosives Act in addition to the licences they 
may be required to take out under the Arms Act, as vendors of 
firearms, (See Bengal Rule 106, page 238). 

(ii) Should any person who makes and sells fireworks combine 
with his trade the msinufacture and sale of gunpowder or any of 
the articles enumerated in. section 5 of the Arms Act, he will be 
required to take out a licence under the Arms Act according to 
Forms IX, X, XI or XII, as the case may be, or in Form A or B 
under the Explosives Act, endorsed to have effect under the Arms 
Act. [G. O. No. 1107, dated the 11th Sep., 1880.] 

34. The orders conveyed in the preceding rule and in rule 37 
do not apply to persons who only sell fireworks. In their case the 
police should watch that the conditions of the licence are not 
transgressed, and may inspect the premises of the licensees, and, if 
necessary, examine their books of account. [Rule on page 72 of 
U. P. Arms Rules, 1909, amended.] , 

35. Repairing arms. — Vide note (5) to section 5 of the Act, 
page 44. 

36. The authority for the supply of arms to a State should 
generally be held as sufficient authority for repairing the arms as 
necessary either — (a) by recall to the arsenal for repair and replace- 
ment of all unserviceable or lost components; or if the repair is 
undertaken by the State itself — (6) by the issue of components as 
necessary to replace unserviceable or lost or damaged parts. In 
the case of (6), the more important of the unserviceable components 
should be returned to the arsenal and issue of components in 
replacement of unserviceable or lost or damaged ones should be 
made on indents submitted through the Political Agent concerned. 
The repairs or the supply of the necessary components, as the case 
may be, will be on payment. [H. D. no. 970-D., dated the 16th 
April, 1910.] 

33 
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37. (a) Magistrates in granting licences under rule 28 of the 
Indian Arms Rules to manufacture, convert or sell or keep arms, 
ammunition and military stores, or to keep and sell the same, shall 
deliver to each licensee two books in the Forms A and C or B and D 
(as the case may be) shown in Appendix I ; the one to be kept up as 
showing his stock in-trade, and the other for the purpose of showing 
the sales of each day. The pages of these books should be numbered 
from beginning to end* and the first and last page of each should be 
signed by the Magistrate, or some responsible subordinate, and 
sealed with his oflScial seal. 

(6) The licensee will be required to pay the cost of these books. 
The Magistrate, in delivering these books to the licensee, will 
explain to him the necessity for keeping them up regularly, and 
the penalties attaching to failure to do so. 

(c) In order to ensure that all arms and ammunition received by 
dealers are brought to account in the stock books and subsequently 
in the day-books of licensed vendors, arrangements should be made 
for the tfmely examination of consignments on arrival by an oflScer 
not below the rank of ofiScer-in-charge of a police-station, who 
should see that the necessary entry is made in the books of the firm. 
By the terms of the licence the articles must be available for exhibi- 
tion within six days of the arrival of the consignment. IG-, O. No. 
2099, dated the 27th July, 1893, and G. O, No. 4096, dated the 23rd July 
1925.1 

(d) Except in the case of arms of European manufacture, 
which are already numbered and marked, every licensed vendor of 
arms shall, previous to sale, stamp every weapon in a permanent 
manner with a number and mark, and shall on sale enter the number 
and mark of the weapon sold, whether of European or Indian manu- 
facture, in column 4 of his day-book (Form 0 or D), forwarding forth- 
with within 48 hours a copy of the entry, to the Magistrate of the 
district in which he has his place of business, factory or shop. In 
addition to the number and mark a full description of the weapon 
sold shall also be entered in column 4. [G, O. no. 1107, dated the 
11th Sep. 1889.] 

38. Penalty for not taking proper precautions for the safe 
custody of gunpowder and firearms. — Similar to Bengal Rule 106, 
page 238. 

39. Ammunition of the prohibited bores. — Vide notes (4), (5), 
(6) and (10) to Rule 7, pages 83—84. 

40. No limit has been fixed as to the number of rifles and 
shot-guns which may be possessed under a single licence. But 
the licensing authority is authorised to restrict at his discretion 
the quantity of arms which may be possessed by a licence-holder 
in particular cases. 

41. The quantity of ammunition to be allowed to a licensee 
in respect of each weapon rests on the discretion of the licensing 
ofiBlcer, provided * that except in special cases the quantity shall 
not exceed — 

(i) 200 cartridges for each sporting rifle ; (ii) 100 cartridges for 
each revolver or pistol ; and (iii) 250 percussion caps where one of 
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the weapons is a muzzle-loader. These liniits are the maxima to 
be held at any one time by a licensee. They will not always be 
•allowed as a matter of course ; the licensing authority may at his 
discretion, reduce the allowance of ammunition in the case of any 
particular licensee. [T7. P. resn. no. 1719 dated the 3rd May, 19S4.] 

ii. Licences for pistols and revolvers. — Vide note (7) to Rule 
33, page 103. 

43. Forest rangers may ordinarily be granted licences for one 
shot-gun and one rifle each. They should*not be allowed to possess 
a revolver or pistol unless special circumstances render the issue of a 
licence for such weapons in any particular case necessary. [G. O. 
no, 2991, dated the 4th June, 1920j. 

44. Under paragraph 8 of ^Appendix III to the Army Regu- 
lation. India Y olume II, Unit Commanders are empowered to grant 
passes for arms to soldiers proceeding on furlough. If such soldiers, 
however, are not serving with the Colours but are employed under 
a civil department they must obtain licences in Form XVI under 
the Arms Act, and such a licence can be granted by the civil 
authorities only. [G. O. no. 3072, dated the 27th Nov. 1895.1 

45. Unit Commanders have been instructed to furnish District 
Magistrates with the names of such soldiers proceeding on fur- 
lough as are granted passes under paragraph 8 of *Appendix III to 
the Army Regulation, India. Volume II, to carry and bear private 
arms, together with the description of the arms covered by the 
passes. A list of soldiers who have been granted such passes 
should be maintained in District Magistrate’s offices, as the infor- 
mation may on occasion be useful. Paragraph 8 of Appendix III 
to the Army Regulations provides that when passes granted to 
soldiers proceeding on furlough are withdrawn or cancelled the 
Magistrate or Political Officer concerned is to be so informed. On 
receiving such information Magistrate should see that the arms 
held under the passes are surrendered or licences taken out for 
them. (G. 0. no. 3695, dated the 12th October 1894.) 

46. Licences to foreigners travelling bona fide for the purpose 
of trade— Ffde note (3) to Rule 28 page 98. 

47. Licences in form XX. — Cancelled by F. and P. D. no. 47 G. 
dated the 8th May, 1925. 

48. (i) The terms of the licence in Form XVI mean that, unless there are clear 
orders to the contrary, a retainer is allowed to carry and use the arms covered 
by the licence (i.e., entered in columns 8 and 9 of the licence) whether he is in 
attendance on his master or not. — 

(ii) The retainer of an esremptee, if included in list of retainers sanctioned 
under clause 6 {g) of Schedule I, and communicated to the District Magistrate, is 
similarly entitled to carry and use the arms in respect of which his master is 
exempt whether he is in attendance on his master or not. 

(iii) Relations can be entered in column 2 of the licence without payment of 
extra fees. 

(iv) The entry of retainers should not be allowed as a matter of course but 
after consideration of the status and needs of the lloencee. The fact that the licensee 


* Printed as Appendix to these (U. P.) Rules. Vide also notes (3) and (4) 
on page 101« 
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is of a class which does not habitually use arms but needs arms for the protection of 
himself or his property should be a valid reason for allowing a retainer. 

(v) No fees shall be charged for retainers. No. 5333 dated the 30th April 1924. , 

49. The Sub-divisional Officers, Lalitpur, Roorkee, Deoria- 
Kassia, Karwi and Mahoba are authorised to issue licence to person 
within their sub-divisions. [Bes. No. 5572, dated the lOfch Nov. 1919]. 

50. Persons of approved character and status are prima facie 
entitled to licences for the possession of rifles, other than prohibited 
bores, and smooth bores in particular. Such licences may be 
granted on application unless there are clear reasons to the 
contrary to persons who possess any of the following qualifi- 
cations : — 

(а) Membership of any Order established by the Crown, or the possession of 
a title conferred or recognized by the Government of India or of the Kaisar-i-Hind 
medal or a certificate of honour signed either by the Viceroy or by the Head of 
a local Government or, Administration 

(б) Membership, past or present of the Indian or a Provincial Legislative 
Council or inclusion in the list of Provincial Darbaris. 

(c) Payment of not less than Es. 1,000 per annum land revenue, 

(d) Payment of income tax on an income of not less than Es. 3,000 a year for 
the three years preceding the issue of the licence. 

(e) Being a Government officer in receipt of not less than Es. 250 per mensem. 

(f) Being a commissioned or gazetted officer of His Majesty’s Malitary or Naval 
Forces or His Majesty’s Indian Marine Service or a commissioned Indian officer of 
the Imperial Service Troops in active service. 

(g) Being a pensioned officer who before retirement was by virtue of bis official 
position included in any of the classes described in (e) or (/) above. 

(A) Being a honorary Magistrate, honorary munsif or honorary assistant 
collector. [Res. no. 5572, dated the 10th November 1919.] 

51. Village headmen of good position or meritorious service 
should be considered as having a claim to be allowed a gun licence 
superior to the claims of other residents in the village. 

52, Where an enquiry is found to be necessary as to the 
character and status of an applicant for a licence, such enquiry 
may be made through other agencies in addition to or in substitution 
for the police and should not involve undue annoyance to the appli- 
cant. [H. D. resn, no, F. 829-1-22 dated the 3rd Nov. 1924, page 19 j. 

53. Licences in form XVI should only be issued to respect- 
able men who are free from all suspicion of connection with 
criminals, and who may be confidently relied on not to use, or to 
allow the use of the arms for improper purposes fG. O. no. 2147. 
dated the 5th Aug. Ib97.] 

53 A. Licences in form XVI-A should be issued only in cases 
in which the standing or circumstances of the exemptee are such 
as to make it reasonable for him to employ a retainer or 
retainers to carry his a^ms, and the antecedents and character of 
any person for whom a licence in this form is desired, should be 
scrutinized with the same care as those of a retainer whose name 
it is proposed to enter in a licence in form XVf. (G. O. 
no. 1286 dated the 30th April 1929). 

54. Licences in Form XVI should ordinarily be made valid by 
the liTCnsmg officer throughout British India, except the district of 
Malabar in the Madras Presidency, and should be granted for 
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periods expiring on fclie Slsfe December. Where special reasons exist 
and are recorded licensing officers may restrict the validity of 
licences. [G. O. no. 720, dated the 6th April 192L] 

The district officers of the Benares division and the district 
officer of Allahabad are empowered, with reference to condition 
no. 3 of licence form XVI to make licences granted on that form 
valid for the Benares State, provided that a copy of each such 
licence is forwarded to the Benares Darbar. Similarly the Darbar 
can make their corresponding licences valid for the Benares 
division and the Allahabad district, if they forward a copy of such 
licences to the district officer of the British district concerned. 
(G. O. no. 894 dated the 16th Feb. 1926 and no. 4161 dated the 
30th June 1926). 

In the case of the Malabar district if a licensee wishes to visit 
that district he should be instructed to get his licence endorsed by 
the District Magistrate of Malabar to make it valid in that district 
[G. O. no. 1901, dated the 25th May, 1923.] * ^ 

55, Instructions for facilitating the grant renewal and distri- 
bution of arms licences in Form XVI ; — 

(1) Applications for licence in Form XVI or for renewals should either be 
written on impressed paper of the prescribed value or accompanied by a cash payment 
of the requisite amount and should ordinarily be presented or sent by registered 
post to the licencing authority so as to reach him by the 15th December preceding 
the date of expiry of the licence. 

(2) A licensing officer may, if necessary, require the personal appearance of the 
applicant. All applications for licences in Form XVIII and XIX and for renewal of 
the same should be made in person, unless they are attested by the tahsIMar after 
examination of the arms they cover. 

(3) If the application be for renewal of a licence, no enquiry should ordinarily 
be necessary beyond a reference to the register in Form G., Appendix I, appended to 
these rules, but the Superintendent of Police should bring to the notice of the Magis- 
trate during the. year any irregularity or breach of the rules framed under the Act, 
or of the conditions of the licence, and an abstract of such report and of any orders 
which may have been passed thereon should be entered in column 10 of this register. 

(4) It is not necessary to issue fresh licence forms on every renewal of a licence. 
A space is provided in the licence form for renewals and should be utilised for the 
purpose. 

(5) Licences should ordinarily be ready for delivery by the 15th January at the 
latest ; and it shall be optional for applicants to appear in person and take delivery 
on that date or on a date to be fixed by the licensing authority, or to have them sent 
through the village ohaukidars or by registered post. 

(6) Licences to be delivered through village ohaukidars should be sent through 
the office of the Superintendent of Police, accompanied by a list and a separate 
invoice of each licence, to the officers in charge of the police stations within the 
jurisdiction of which the licensee resides. Each licence with its invoice should be 
made over, for delivery to the licensee, to the chaukidars of the licensee’s village, on 
the occasion of the chaukldar’s next periodical visit to the police station after the 
receipt of the licences. The date of making over the licence to the chaukidar should 
be endorsed on the invoice, and on the occasion of his following visit to the police 
station the chaukidar should return the invoice signed and dated by the recipient 
and report the date of actual delivery. 

(7) The list and invoice should be returned to the licensing authority through 
the Superintendent of police, who should scrutinise them, and bring all cases to the 
notice of the licensing authority in which more than one month’s delay may have 
taken place in the delivery of any licence. 

(8) Copy of the entries in register G should ordinarily be furnished 
to the Superintendent of Police by the 1st February for compliance with rule 66 of 
these rules. [G. 0. no. 1932, dated the 16th August 1889 as modified by G. 0. no. 1209, 
dated the 28th March. 1924, resn. no. 1719, dated the 3rd 1924, G. O? no. 5377, 
dated the 30th September 1924 and G, O. no. 4096, dated the 23rd July 19251.* 
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56. Officers in charge of police stations should bring to the 
notice of Superintendents of Police all cases in which licences to 
carry arms are granted to men of bad character. Superintendents 
of Police should after careful personal enquiry in each case and 
after satisfying themselves that the information on which the 
licence-holder is classed as a bad character is correct, bring these 
cases to the notice of the District Magistrate and apply for the 
withdrawal of the licences, [G. O. no. 1046, dated the 4th May 
18921. 

57. In licences granted in Forms XVI to XX the description 
of each weapon should be entered in detail in the column provided 
for the purpose. The amount of ammunition which the licence- 
holder may possess should also be entered in the licence in every 
case,. [G. O. no. 2099, dated the 27th July, 1893, and no. 1909, 
dated the 6th June, 1905.] 

57 A. All machinery for re-loading empty cartridge cases is 
**ammunition’* within the meaning of section 4 of Indian Arms Act, 
1878, and therefore the possession of such machinery requires a 
licence or a special mention of it in a licence to possess arms. (G, O. 
no. 399 dated the 22nd Jan. 1926.) 

58. Weapons, like the *'Explora’‘ “Pauneta*' and ‘‘Paradox’* 
ball and shot guns, which though mainly smooth-bore are rifled 
at the muzzle of the barrels should not be regarded as smooth bore 
guns, and should not be possessed by or sold to persons having 
licences for the possession or sale of shot guns, unless the terms of 
the licence expressly include rifles. (H, D. no. P.-23-X-21 dated 
the 2nd May 1923, vide also (15) to Rule 33, page 103). 

58A. The weapons described below and all similar weapons 
should be classed as pistols and all the restrictions in regard to 
ordinary pistols and revolvers should be applied to them : — 

(i) Ithaca Auto and Burglar Gun. Made in America, hammer- 
less *20 bore, double-barrel, breech-loading pistol grip, barrel 
ten inches, total length about eighteen inches, takes either shot 
or ball cartridge. 

(ii) H. and R. Handy Gun. Made in America, single barrel 
*410 '‘m/m” bore, breech-loading, central fire, barrel eight inches, 
total length twelve and three quarter inches, takes either shot 
or ball cartridge. (U. P. G. O. no. 2270 dated the 29th July 1929, 
based on the H. D. letter nos. 21-58-27 and F.-21-XXXIV — 29 dated 
the 20th Oct. 1927 and 9th July 1929 referred to as note (4) to rule 28 
page 98 and note (17) to rule 33, page 101.) 

59. All reasonable facilities should be afforded to agriculturists 
to obtain licences in Form XIX for the protection of crops and 
cattle. Such licences should not be withheld without good cause. 
(G, O. no. 414, dated the 22nd Jan. 1920]. 

60. Whenever a licence in Form XVIII or XIX is granted, 
the licensing authority should see that the weapon or weapons 
are accurately described in English and Vernacular. Licences in 
Forms XVIII and XIX for rifles should be granted very sparingly 

and with^much caution. [G. 0. no. 125, dated the 9fch Jan. 1895]. 

" - ' — ' ■ — ■ ■ .. 

Buie 57 A— Vide note (7) to section 4 of the Act on page 39. 
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61* Commissioners of divisions are authorised to renew 
licence in Forms XI and XIL (Vide note (3) to Rule 42, pages 
110 - 111 ). 

62. Under rule 42 (3) of the Indian Arms Rules. 1924, a licence 
can be renewed, not only by the authority who granted it, but 
also by any other authority empowered to grant a licence of the 
description in question, and in cases of Forms, XVI» by the Sub- 
Divisional officers. In these cases the authority renewing a licence 
may do so after such enquiry as it may* consider necessary or on 
mere production of the licence and shall notify the renewal to the 
authority who issued the licence and to the last renewing authority, 
[Res, no. 1719, dated the 3rd May, 1924.) 

63. When a licence has been cancelled by a licensing officer 
or District Magistrate, under section 18 (a) of the Act, or when 
the grant or renewal of a licence has been refused for reasons to 
be recorded, by the licensing authority, the licensee or applicant 
may apply for a revision of the order. All such applications shall 
be made within thirty days of the date of the order in question. 
If the licensing authority is subordinate to the District Magistrate, 
the appeal lies to the District Magistrate : in other cases the appeal 
lies to the Commissioner. [Res. no. 1719. dated the 3rd May, 1924], 

64. Every licensing authority shall keep a register of the 
licences granted by him under rule 28 of the Indian Arms Rules to 
manufacture, convert, sell or keep for sale arms, ammunition and 
military stores. Such register shall be in Form E in Appendix I, A 
copy of this register shall be furnished by the licensing, authority to 
the Superintendent of Police. A register in English shall be main- 
tained in the licensing authority’s office giving the name of each 
licensee under the two heads of (a) head-quarters shops, and (6) outly- 
ing shops, and quoting the date of inspection in each year by (0 the 
Magistrate or his Assistant, and (2) the Superintendent of Police, 
his Assistant or Deputy Superintendent of Police. The Commis- 
sioner, when on tour, shall examine and initial the register and see 
that the standing order on the subject are complied with, [G, O, 
no, 824, dated the 29th March, 1904.] 

The Superintendent of Police will furnish to each officer in 
charge of a police station an extract, columns 1 to 7, giving the 
names of the persons living within his jurisdiction who hold 
licences ; and each Circle Inspector shall receive from the 
Superintendent of Police an extract giving the names of all persons 
living in his circle who hold licences. Every Inspector, when 
making the inspection directed in rule 80, shall enter in his copy 
of the register, in column 8, the date on which he made the 
inspection. If the inspection disclose no irregularity or breach 
of the rules, no report; will be made, but if, at the inspection, any 
fact IS brought to light which it is advisable that the licensing 
authority should know, the Inspector shall send a special report 
to him, through the Superintendent of Police, noting in the column 
of remarks in his register the date on which the report was sent. 
Every subordinate Magistrate, Superintendent of Police, Assistant 
Superintendent and Deputy Superintendent of Police making an 
inspection, as directed in rule 80, shall send^to the licensing 
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authority a report of the result of his inspection for incorporation 
in the register. At the close of the calendar year the Circle Inspec- 
tors shall send their registers to the Superintendent of Police for 
transmission to the licensing authority, who will enter in his register, 
the facts recorded by the Inspectors opposite to the name of each 
licence. [Rule on page 74 of U. P* Arms Rules, 1909, modified*] 
[G. O. no. 3386 dated the 16th November 1907]. 

65. A register in Form, F, (in Appendix I,) shall be kept by the 
licensing authority of all licences to sell and keep for sale arms 
and ammunition and the same rules shall, mutatis mutandis^ be 
observed with regard to this register as are laid down in rule 62 for 
the register in Form E, Appendix 1. [Rule on page 74 of TJ. P. Arms 
Rules, 1909, modified.] 

66* Separate registers in Forms G. H., and J, in Appendix I, 
shall be kept by licensing authorities of the licences granted under 
rules 33, 35 and 36, respectively, of the Indian Arms Rules. The 
Magistrate will supply a copy of each of these to the Superintendent 
of Police. The Superintendent will furnish to each officer in 
charge of a police station an extract giving the parts that concern 
his jurisdiction. [Rules on pages 74 and 75 of U. P, Arms Rules, 
1909, amended.] 

67. Under rule 46 (3) of the Arms Rules, the Governor in 
Council has remitted all fees payable in respect of the grant or 
renewal of any licence in form XYl by those persons mentioned in 
Schedule VII of the Arms Rules in respect of arms and ammunition 
entered in the second column of Schedule VII. [Notn. no. 780, 
dated the 16th May, 1924.] 

Note. — The following G-overnment servants have been exempted by the local 
Government from payment of fees for licences in Form XVI in respect of all arms 
under clause (7) of Schedule VII, namely ; — 

(i) Justice of the Peace. (!i) Stipendiary Magistrates, (iii) All gazetted police 
officers, (iv) All excise inspectors in respect of a revolver or a pistol, (v) (a) All 
gazetted forest officers, (6) All forest rangers, in respect of one *12 bore gun each 
(t?i) All gazetted officers of the Indian Service of Engineers and the United Provinces 
Engineering Service in the Irrigation branch and all canal deputy magistrates. 

All patwaris employed in the hill portion of the Kumaon division in respect of 
one shot. gun. (G. O. no. 6507 dated 1st November 1924, no. 1719 dated 20th March 
1925, no. 2488 dated 4th July 1925, G. O. no. 1149 dated the 18th Feb. 1927, resn, 
no. 1719 dated the 3rd May, 1924 and G, 0. no. 6343 dated the 15th October 1930). 

68. Under rule 46 of the Arms Rules, the Government .of India 
have directed that no fee shall be charged ; — 

(fl) in respect of the renewal of a licence granted in Form VI under rule 17 of 
the Anns Rules for the export to a State in India of arms, ammunition or military 
stores, in cases where the application for renewal is made before the expiry of the 
period for which the licence was granted and cause is shown to the satisfaction of the 
licensing authority why the licence could not be utilised within that period. 

(6) in respect of the grant or renewal of a licence in Form VI for the export to 
a State in India of ammunition required for the use of a public railway or othei" public 
work. {H. D. no. 3 and 810, dated the 1st Jan. and 6th May, 1920, respectively]. . 

69. Remission of fees for licences to re-import. — Vide note (2) 
to Rule 46 (page 113 based on H. D. no. 808 dated the 6th May 1920). 

70. Remission or reduction of fees payable under Schedule VII 
of the Court Fees Act 1924. (Identical with Bengal Govt. Rule 29, 
page 221). 
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71. Fees for breech loading revolvers and pistols, — vide note 
(4) to Rule 46, page 114, based on H. D. no. 456 dated the 
14th March, 1930. 

72. For three years’ licences the fee should be the sum of the 
renewal fees which would ordinarily be charged if the licences were 
renewed yearly. [Paragraph III of Form XVI, Schedule VIII, 
Indian Arms Rules, 1924.] 

ISTOTB,— (1) In the case of breech-loading weapons one half of the prescribed 
initial fees are chargeable for renewal annually. 

(ii) The proviso to paragraph II (ii) under the h%ad **Fee” in Form XVI does not 
absolve the holder of a licence in that form who fails to renew the same prior to its 
expiration from the provisions of section 19 (/) of the Arms Act, if after expiration 
of the licence he remains in possession of the arms in respect of which the licence was 
granted. [H. D. no. P, 21-XIX-34 dated the 16th May 1924]. 

73. In cases other than those ia rule 48, if two or more people 
are given a joint licence in respect of the same weapons, each must 
pay fees for them. 

74. Where cash payments are made for licence fe^s such re- 
ceipts should be credited to the head “XIX — Police — Cash receipts 
under the Arms Act.’’ [Q*. O. no. 5337 dated the 30fch Sept., 1934.1 

75-76. Authority to detain arms and ammunition under section 6, 
of the Act, Tide note (7) on page 47, and to d isarm under section 13, 
Vide note (1) on page 49. 

77. Officers employed under Government are required to exer- 
cise the utmost caution to ensure that arms being disposed of by 
them do not fall into the hands of persons not certified to possess 
them. Officers wishing to dispose of arms by private sale or 
public auction must ascertain that the would-be purchaser is en- 
titled by law to possess them. [G. O. no. 1751, dated the 1st June, 
1900 and G. 0. no, 1115 B., dated the 15th April, 1901.1 

78. A Magistrate or police officer receiving notice of sale of 
arms or ammunition under the second clause of section 5 of the Act 
should at once verify the purchaser’s name and address as given by 
the seller. The responsibility for taking out a licence rests with the 
purchaser. [Rule on page 73 of 17. P. Arms Rules, 1909, modifiedl. 

78A. District Magistrates or Superintendents of Police s-hall 
report all sales of ammunition by licensed dealers in their districts 
to the authorities of the purchasers’ districts whether in or outside 
the province, (Letter no. 351 dated the 33rd March 1936) and the 
latter shall retain these reports after verifying the purchases when 
necessary, (D, O. letter no, 351 dated the 33rd March 1936 and G. O. 
no. 7194 dated the 29th Oct. 1936. 

79. The following rules shall be observed by Magistrates and 
police officers in connection with the verfication of sales of arms 
by local dealers : — 

(1) On receipt of a “report of sale” of arms, ammunition or military stores ^m 
a dealer, the facts mentioned therein shall be entered in columns 1 to 6 of the register 
in Form M, Appendix I. 

(2) As regards column 7 of the register, veridcation of sales is obligatory in 
the case of — 

ia) Rifles and their ammunition ; (&) pistols, revolvers and their sminunition ; 
(c) air pistols ; (d) walking-stick rifles ; and (e) all breecb-ldhding guns. 

34 



266 Local JRules and Oddbjjs [United Pbovinoes]. 


In the case of other weapons and ammunition, also military stores, verification 
of sale is optional, but the District Magistrate shall pass orders as to whether the 
sale will be verified or not. 

(3) If a sale is to be verified, the endorsement on the “report of sale** shall be 
filled in and despatched to the oflSoer concerned (see the following rule), without delay, 

(4) In the case of sales to persons residing in the United Provinces, the endorse- 
ment shall be addressed to the Magistrate of the district in which the purchaser 
resides. If the purchaser resides at a place outside the United Provinces, then the 
endorsement shall be addressed to the officer concerned as indicated in the list in 
Appendix K* 

(5) If, in the case of weapons (not ammunition) of the kinds described in rule 
(%) above, the results of the verification prove satisfactory the “report of sale" shall 
then be sent to the Deputy-Inspector General of Police, Criminal Investigation 
Uepartment, United Provinces, for information and record, the date on which it is sent 
being entered in column 11 of the register in Form M. 

(6) If the results of the verification prove unsatisfactory, the District Magis- 
trate will take steps to have the matter investigated without delay, and on the 
completion of the investigation shall take such further action as seems necessary, 

<8) From the information furnished in the “reports of sales** received from 
District Magictrates (see rule 6 above), the Deputy Inspector-CIeneral of Police 
Criminal Investigation Department, United Provinces, shall compile and maintain 
a provincial register which shall contain a full alphabetical list of the names of 
persons certified to be iu possession of weapons of the kinds described in rule 2 above 
brought from dealers in the United Provinces, and a description of the weanons 
[G. O. no. 2716, dated the 6th July, 1916.] weapons. 


80. The shop, premises and stock of every licensed vendor 
shall be inspected once in every half year by a police officer not 
below the rank of Inspector. A similar inspection shall be made 
annually by the Magistrate of the district or a subordinate Magis- 
trate in the month of March, and by the Superintendent of Police 
Assistant Superintendent of Police or Deputy Superintendent of 
Police in the month of October, of all shops situated at the head- 
quarters of Districts. In the case of outlying shops, an annual 
inspection shall be made by a Magistrate and by the Superintendent 
of Police, Assistant Superintendent of Police or Deputy Superin- 
tendent of Police at any time during the year. It should bo 
arranged, however, if possible, that there should be an interval of a 
couple of months at least between the visits of the inspecting 
officers. The practice of sending for and examining the books kept 
up by the licensed vendors cannot be regarded as an inspection 
and is prohibited. Every officer making such inspection shall 
initial the stock and sale books of the licensee and at once report 
to the Magistrate of the district any irregularity or breach of rule 
which may have come to his notice. [G. O. nos. 3047 and 3650 

dated the 14th and 12th Nov. 1893 and 1897, respectively and 
no. 3386, dated the 16th Nov. 1907.] peccivery, antt 


In the case of larger firms in towns inspection should ordi- 
narily be made oftener than twice a year, and police officers should 
specially examine the names of customers as entered in the reg^isters 
and ascertain that they are really persons entitled to possess 
arms and ammunition. Inspecting officers should be careful to see 
that copies of the entries in the day book have been sent to the 
District Magistrate concerned, and District Magistrates receiving 
such copies should ascertain that a person claiming exemption 
from the proTOioas of the Arms Act is really exempt. [G, O. no. 93 
dated the ahtn Jan, 1903.] 
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Inspecting ofBcers should see that column 8 “Date on which 
‘report of sale’ was sent to the District Magistrate’^ in the day 
•books in Forms C and D, Appendix I, is duly filled in by the dealer, 
[a. 0. no. 2716, dated the 6th July, 1916] 

Rule 34 authorises the police to inspect the premises of vendors 
licensed in form D to sell fireworks ; inspection in such cases is 
desirable, although not obligatory. (6. 0. no. 933, dated the 5th 
May, 1926.) 

81. (i) Weapons for which licences have been granted in Forms 
XV'III and XIX shall ordinarily be inspected by a Magistrate 
while on tour, or by the Tahsildar. The fact of the inspection shall 
be endorsed on the licence, and a report sent to the head-quarters 
to be entered in column 10 of the register in. Form J, Appendix I, 
opposite the name of each licensee, year by year. 

(ii) Inspection, if any, of weapons licensed in Form XVI should 
be made by the District Magistrate or Sub-Divisional Magistrate 
when on tour. Such inspection is in no case obligatory, and in the 
case of persons of approved character and status as detailed in rule 
50 should be made only for special reason. 

(iii) In all cases inspecting officers shall compare the weapon 
produced with the description of it entered in the licence. [G. 0. 
no. 3047, dated the 14th Nov. 1893.) 

82. The authorities empowered to grant or renew licenses are 
required to take action under rule 45 of the Indian Arms rules, 1924, 
and under the relevant conditions in forms XIV to XVI, XVIII and 
XIX, to verify the arms in the possession of licensees. Should a 
licensee be unable to produce arms held under a licence when called 
upon to do so he should be required to give an account of their 
disposal. Such cases should be dealt with by the Magistrate in 
person. Should the account not prove satisfactory the renewal of 
the licences either in whole or in part should be refused. Licen^ 
sees are warned that in case they sell any arms or ammunition 
covered by the licences possessed by them to any person (other than 
a person exempted under section 27 of the Act) they are required to 
give notice forthwith of the sale together with particulars as to the 
name and address of the purchaser to the magistrate of the district or 
to the officer in charge of the nearest police station. Failure to give 
notice as required above is punishable with imprisonment for a term 
which may extend to three years or with fine or with both. (H. D. 
no. F.-21-X1-25 dated July 5, 1927, and U. P,, G. 0. no. 5448 dafced 
August 19, 1927.) 

83. Action to be taken when arms are stolen, — FzWe Note (4) 
to Rule 3, page 81, 

84. Searches , — Vide notes (6) and (3) to sections 25 and 30 of 
the Aflit, pages 71 and 75. 

85. Disposal of arms deposited under section 16 of the Act, — 

Vide page 180. 

85 A. Firearms in district Malkhanas which have been 
confiscated under section 24 or forfeited under section 16 (3) of the 
Arms Act should be periodically cleaned and oiled and the charge 
debited to district Magistrate’s grant under “Ooniingencies”*(G. O. 
no. 2714 of the 10th Sep. 1929.) 
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86. (1) to (3) Disposal of forfeited ammunition under section 
34 of the Act, — Vide page 184. 

86. (2) District Magistrates may sell serviceable confiscated 
weapons in nazarat malkhanas on commission through reliable 
firms of gunsmiths or commission agents provided that the firm or 
agent possesses a licence to sell arms and does not keep more arms 
than the licence permits. (G. O. no. 6343 dated the 15th Oct. 1930.) 

87. Rewards under section 28 of the Act, — Vide page 186. 

88. To facilitate the description of a weapon and its identifica- 
tion» the system of stamping the arm with a number, and a distin^ 
guishing letter or letters for each district has been generally 
adopted. With reference to this system the following instructions 
have been issued : — 

(1) Both a number and a letter should be used. Unless a letter is added it 
would be impossible to trace arms imported from a district other than that in which 
they are found. 

<2) The*” letter used must be a distinguishing one, e. g., it is not sufficient to use 
E for Fatehpur ; in this case the fetters F. P. would be the distinguishing ones. 

(3) No number must be repeated and the series used should apply to licenses in 
all Forms XVI, XVIII, or XIX, unless the number of the Form (i. e., XVI or XVIII 
or XIX) is also stamped on weapons. 

(4) The arms should be stamped with steel punches which can be obtained from 
Roorkee; they should not be branded, as this practice disfigures them unnecessarily. 

v5) It is not necessary that the serial number of the licence should correspond 
with that of the weapon, 

(6) It is unnecessary to enter in the licence a detailed description of the 
weapon if the number and letters are entered. 

(7) It is unnecessary to mark weapons which already bear a distinguishing 
mark of some kind, e. g., the number and stamp of the vendor. [G. 0. no. 2428, dated 
the 2nd Sept., 1895,] 

89. Confiscation of arms* — Vide page 184. 

90. As a rule, offences cognizable under the Act, which were 
due to ignorance or carelessness, would be sufficiently punished by 
a fine ; and imprisonment should not be awarded unless from the 
character of the offender or on any other ground it can fairly be 
presumed that the arms were kept for an unlawful purpose. 
Commissioners and Magistrates should scrutinise the proceedings 
of their subordinates attentively, should take pains to see that the 
law is not worked harshly, and should report to Government all 
cases in which excessive punishments were awarded, or arms impro- 
perly confiscated. [G. O. no. 1328, dated the 28th July, 1885.] 

91. With a view to enable District Magistrates to scrutinise the 
working of the Arms Act in their districts, the following form 
showing the punishments, etc., inflicted for breaches of the provi- 
sions of the Act, should be prepared at the close of every month 
and scrutinised by them. Commissioners of divisions have the 
option of calling for this monthly statement from any district : — 

Return showing the punishments inflicted for breaches of the Arms Act*^ 


District, 

Names of persons 
punished. 

r 

Section and clause of 
Act under which 
punished. 

Punishment 

awarded. 

Remarks 
by Magistrate. 

[G. 0. no. 2920, dated the 10th July, 1914.] 
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92. The exact procedure which should be adopted in seairchiiis 
for arms is as follows : — 

(i) All parts of the United Provinces except that portion of the Mirzapur 
district lying to the south of the Sone have been disarmed. Consequently any one 
not coming under any exemptions, who has in his possession or under his control 
arms of any description, ammunition or military stores, except under a licence and 
in the manner and to the extent permitted thereby^ is punishable under section X9 
(f)f Act XI of 1878, with imprisonment for a term which may extend to three years, 
or with line, or with both. As this offence is one cognizable by the police (vide 
Schedule II of the Criminal Procedure Code), an officer in charge of a police station 
having reason, from information received or otherwise, to suspect that it has 
been committed, is empowered (section 157) to investigate the case, and in certain 
circumstances to search for the article (section 165), the unlawful possession of 
which he has reason to suspect. Similarly, a Magistrate taking cognizance 
(seotion 191} of such an offence might issue a search warrant under section 96, 
Criminal Procedure Code. . In both cases the provisions of section 30, Act XI of 
1878, and the orders issued under it would govern the procedure of the person 
conducting the search. The search must be made in the presence of one of the persons 
specially appointed by virtue of office for the purpose (vide rule 84(5), note (3) to 
section 30 to page 75). 

(ii) Mere speculative searches are not authorised by the law.'^ Before taking 
action the police officer must have reason to suspect the commission of the offence 
and the Magistrate must either know or suspect that the offence has been com*- 
mitted, or must receive a complaint or police reports of facts which constitute 
the offence. 

(m; In ordinary cases relating to searches for unlicensed weapons possessed 
in contravention of the provisions of section 14 or 15, Act XI of 1878, seotion 25 
of the Act will not apply. Section 25 would cover the case of a person even 
lawfully entitled to possess arms who is believed to be about to use them for an 
unlawful purpose, or who cannot be left in possession of them without danger 
to the public peace. It appears to “refer to cases in which the Magistrate considers 
that arms, whether under a licence or not, are possessed for an illegal purpose or 
under circumstanges such as to endanger the public peace** (vide ruling in case of 
Queen-Bmpress vs. Tegha Singh, I. L. K., 8, Calcutta, page 473 — (referedtoin 
note (43) on page 61). If a Magistrate finds it necessary to take action under 
sei^tion 25. the grounds of his belief that the person whose house is to be searched 
possesses arms for an unlawful purpose or cannot be left in possession of them 
without danger should be carefully recorded as prescribed by the provisions of the 
section. [C. 0. no. 2285, dated the 3rd August 1893.J 

93. The High Court at Allahabad and the Judicial Commis- 
sioner, Oudh, have prescribed the rule given belovr regarding 
the sale by public auction of guns or other arms in execution of 
decrees. On receiving such an intimation from a Civil Court as 
is ordered in the rule> Magistrates should take action so as to 
ensure that the requirements of the Indian Arms Act and Rules 
thereunder are not contravened : — 

Whenever guns or other arms in respect of which licences have to be taken by 
purchasers under the Indian Arms Act, XI of 1878, are sold by public auction in 
execution of decrees, the court directing the sale shall give due notice to the 
Magistrate of the district of the names and addresses of the purchasers and of the 
time and place of the intended delivery to the purchasers of such arms so that 
proper steps may be - taken by the police to enforce the requirements of the Indian 
Arms Act. [G. O. no. 77 dated the 9th January, 1901.1 

94. The following rules are laid down for the treatment of 
recorda reUting to arms licences : — 

(1) All applications for licences, whether granted or refused, shall be retained 
for five years from the date of the expiry of the licence, whether annual, biennial 
or triennial, or from the date of refusal, as the case maiy be. All applicants for 
licences should state in their applications whether theyl have applied ]^r a licence 
previously, and if so, with what result. [G« O. no. 1689, datdh May 26, 1928.] 
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(Z) Papers regarding the deposit of arms in police stations under the provisions 
of section 16 of the Act shall be kept for five years from the date of the order of 
deposit, except that in cases where the deposit has been made by a guardian on 
behalf of a minor, the papers shall be retained for a period of five years from the 
date of the minor attaining majority. 

(3) Papers regarding the cancelling or suspension of licences (section 18 of the 
Act) shall be kept for five years, unless there is any special reason for their reten- 
tion for a longer period. [G-. 0, no. 1689 dated May ^6, 1928.] 

It should be understood that these rules do not affect any papers forming part 
of the record in criminal and police cases, and dealt with as such under the rules 
of the High Court or Judicial Commissioner, or of the Police Department. [G. O. 
no. 1718 dated the 15th Dec., 1884.] 

95. {i) Magistrates should prepare, at the close of each 
calendar year, and submit to the Commissioner, a report on the 
working of the Act during the year. This report should notice 
briefly the results of the various inspections prescribed by rule, 
convictions and punishments — particularly where special circums- 
tances were held to justify very light or very severe sentences — 
xew.ards granted, any great increase or decrease in the number of 
licences granted ; and generally any facts of importance connected 
with the working of this Act Forms K and L in Appendix I, should 
be filled in and submitted with the report. 

The following information should also be furnished : — 

1. Number of exempted firearms ; 2. cases of loss of firearms ; 
3. crimes of violence in which firearms were used, 4. prosecu- 
tions in respect of firearms, and 

should be accompanied by a brief survey of the position which these 
statistics and those relating to licensed firearms disclose. Eeference 
should be made in particluar to the extent to which firearms have 
been employed in the commission of crime, including riots or 
unlawful assemblies, and in the exercise of the right of private 
defence. (G. Os. nos. 3245, 4485, and 7391, dated the 25th June 1925, 
7th August 1925 and 18th November 1927.) 

District Magistrates should also in their reports deal with 
the illicit possession of arms and ammunition in their districts 
and should report as required in para. 3 of letter No. 251 dated March 
23, 1926. (G. O, no, 3245 dated the 25 June 1925, No. 4485-204 
dated 7th August 1925, D. O. no. 251 dated 23rd March 1926). 

District Magistrates should also mention in their reports any 
new cases in which they (or the .subdivisional ofScers who are 
authorised to grant arms licences) order the barrels of guns allowed 
to agriculturists in form No. XIX to be shortened, and the commis- 
sioners should mention these cases in their divisional report. (D. O. 
no. 452P dated 9th June 1926). 

ill) It is the Commissioner’s duty to review the district 
reports of his division, and to pass suitable orders on such matters 
falling within his province as require them. He should then 
prepare a divisional report, with necessary statements, and sub- 
mit to Government by the first of March. If any of the required 
informations is wanting, the Commissioner should call for it before 
submmitting his report. Commissioners should mention in their 
reports the action taken against licensees and exemptees for loss of 
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their fire-arms. [G. Os. no. 123, dated the 5fch Sept;,, 1879 ; 
no. 256-A, dated the 3rd Oct. 1880 ; No. 997, dated the 17th July, 
1881 ; no. 3082, dated the 10th Dec., 1892 and G. O. no. 2237, 
dated the 25th July 1929.] 

96. District Magistrates should forward, in duplicate, direct to 
the Government, by March 15 at the latest each year, an annual 
return, in the form in appendix M., of licensed and exempted fire- 
arms in the possession of and ammunition purchased by residents 
of their districts during the previous calendar year, as well as a brief 
report on the quantity of arms and ammunition believed to be held 
illicitly in their districts. Particular attention should be paid to the 
following points : — 

(/*) The figures of licensed and exempted firearms in the posses- 
sion of the public should be combined ; (u) in the case of muzzle- 
loading rifles and pistols, if the bore cannot be given, only the 
number of weapons need be shown ; and iiii) ammunition for 
muzzle-loading guns should not be shown. 

97. District Magistrates or Superintendents of Police shall 
report all sales of arms and ammunition in their districts to the 
authorities of the purchasers’ district whether in or outside their 
province. The procedure followed in different provinces for report- 
ing such sales is as under : — 


Proviaoe. 

Province of authority 
responsible for report. 

Authority to whom report 
is made, a 

Central Provinces ... 

Bombay 

Delhi 

N. W. Frontier Province 

Bih'ar and Orissa ... 

Madras 

Punjab 

Assam 

Dealer 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

District Magistrate 
Superintendent of Police , 
Do- 

1 

j 

Magistrate of district 
- in which purchaser 
resides. 


In the case of Bengal, the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, 
will send to the Inspector-General of Police, United Provinces, a 
consolidated statement of all purchases of arms and ammunition 
made by residents of this province in Calcutta, and in the case of 
purchases in Bengal, outside Calcutta, the Superintendents of 
Police concerned will send reports to the Inspector General of 
Police. The Inspector General in each case will send extracts 
to the District Magistrate concerned in this province. (D. O. letters 
nos. 845 P. and 60 F. dated the 26fch July 1927 and 9th March 1928, 
and nos. 1484-P. and 6-P., dated the 1st Nov. 1927, and 13th Jan. 
1928.) 
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Appendix A. — [Rule S—Vide Notes (17) and (19) to Schedule I on page 127], 

List of persons specially exempted in the United Provinces under clause (6) (g), 
Schedule I of the Indian Arms Rules, (KOTB.“-The arrangement of the Form 
has been changed for the sake of convenience). 


Division. 


Meerut 


Agra 


District. 


1. Dehra Dun 


2. Saharanpur 

3. Muzaffar- 

nagar ... 


4. Meerut 


5. Bulandshahrj 
1. Aligarh , 


Name, description of arms and no. and date of notns. 


(1) Tegh Bahadur Singh— 7 rifles,— 3 guns and IpistoL 
(G. 0. no. 1 844 dated the 26th June 1896.) 

(2) Mahant Lachman Das,— 2 guns, — 1 revolver. (G. 
O. no. 1453, dated the 21st May 1903). 

(1) Kazi Zafar Ahmad Khan. — 1 gun,— 1 revolver. 
(G. 0. No. 2200, dated the 16th July 1909). 

(1) Khan Bahadur Nawab Muhammad Umar Daraz 
Ali Khan* — 30 rifles. — 10 revolvers and pistols,— 20 
guns for retainers in attendance or on duty in the 
ilaqa (G. O. no. 1293 dated the 11th June 1889). 

(1) KhawajaGhulam Nasiruddin Khan.— 1 gun,— 1 rifle 
and 1 revolver. (G. O. no. 1727, dated the 21st 
August 1886.) 

Nil 

(1) Mahammad Habib-ur-Rahman. — 1 double barrel 
breech-loading. *450 bore rifle, no. 3546, by 
Holland and Holland, 98, New Bond Street, 
London. — 1 double barrel breech-loading *500 bore 
rifle, no. 1001, by L. Hollis and Sons. — 1 double 
barrel breech-loading *27 bore rifle, Metford 
patent 167, no. B. 295, George Gibbs, 29, Corn 
Street, Brestt.— 1 single barrel *324 bore rifle, 
no. 1894, Winchester Repeating Arms Company, 
New Haven Oo. U. S. A. — 1 double barrel breech- 
loading *12 bore gun no. 5448 by Thomas Turner, 
Brook Street Bond, London.— 1 double barrel 
breech-loading *12 bore gun no. 54699, Woorbard 
Place, London,—! single-barrel breech-loading *8 
bore gun. no. 15129, Army and Navy, 0. S. L., 
London. — 1 double-barrel *12 bore gun, no. 6954, 
by Watson Brothers, Old Bond. S. W, London, 
1 muzzle-loading •450 bore pistol, no. 173291, 
five chambered, by Whistler Strand, London.— 1 
six chambered, ’455/476 bore pistol. No. 76211, by 
B. Webley and Sons, London and Birmingham. — 1 
central fire single barrel breech-loading Colt *450 
bore pistol no. 41, — 1 central fire single barrel 
five chambered pistol by N. T. Daib, Calcutta. 
(G. 0. no. 2874 dated the 14th Sep. 1905.) 

(2) Muhammad Khalil-ur-Rahman, — 1 breech- loading 
*12 bore gun by Manton&Go , Calcutta— 1 double 
barrel muzzle-loading *12 bore gunby Westley 
Richards. London. — 1 double barrel breecfh-loading 
*16 bore gun by Cogswell and Harrison, London— 
1 double barrel breech-loading ‘28 bore gun by 
K Co. — 1 five chambered muzzle-loading pistol 
by Robert Arms, London. — 1 five chambered 
breech-loading Young American double action 
pistol by Arms Company, Worcester, U, S, A. — 1 
pistol. (G. O. no. 3032, dated the 14th Oct. 1907). 
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Division, 

District. 

Name, description of arms and no, and date of notns. 

j 

^ 1 Aligarh .. 

(3) Thakur Mafcmatangdhwaj Prasad Singh of Biswan, 
— 1 breech-loading ’12 bore gun, no. 1547X by K.B. 
Rodda & Co. — 1 muzzle-loading *12 bore gun, 
no. 8832, by Manton & Co. Delhi. — 1 '401 bore 
rifle, no. 15155, by R. B. Rodda & Co., Calcutta,— 

1 *470 bore rifle, no. 80162, by D. Swiss & Co., 
Calcutta, 1 sihgle barrel country made muzzle- 
loading gun. (G. 0. no. 3680, dated the 2nd Nov. 
1912.) 



(4) Thakur Kharag Singh of Biswa.—l double barrel 
j *16 bore rifle, no. 14289. 1 double barrel muzzle- 

loading *12 bore gun no. 1949.— 1 double barrel 

1 breech-loading *20 bore gun, no. 3049. — 1 single 

I barrel breech loading '12 bore gun, no, 125850. 

(G. 0. no. 5996. dated the 26t]rNov. 1914; and 
2738, dated the SOfch June 1915). 

1 

Agra 


(5) M. Muhammad Nurul Hasan Khan, retired Deputy 
Collector. — 1 double barrel breech-loading "»^75 
bore rifle, no. 45905 by Cogswell and Harrison — 

1 single barrel breech-loading '50/95 bore rifle, 
no. 1876, by New Haven, C. T. — 1 .single barrel 
muzzle-loading rifle, no. 8766, by Samuel Knox — 

1 single barrel breech-loading '22 bore gun, no. ^1 
by H. M. Quackenbush Herkemar, New York, 

XJ. Sr A.— 1 single barrel breech-loading *22 bore 
gun by H. M. Qupckenbush Herkemar, New 
York U. S. A.-— 1 single barrel breech-loading gun 
by J. A. & Co.— 1 double barrel breech-loading 
*12 bore gun. No. 2756, by J. F. Rodgers— 1 double 
barrel breeob-ioading *28 bore gun, no. 40885, by 

1. Hollis & Sous,— 1 single barrel muzzle-loading 
*12 bore gun, no. 3576, by Smith 6c Co. — 1 single 
barrel muzzle-loading *12 bore gun, no. 52 by 
Tart Hames— 1 single barrel muzzle-loading *30 
bore (old useless) gun by R. B. Rodda & Co. — 1 
single barrel breech-loading pistol no. 41 by Colt 
(G. 0. no. 1727, dated the 21st Aug. 1886.) 


2. Muttra ... 

(1) Kunwar Itmad All Khan, rain of Sadabad. — 1 rifle, 
no, 2099, manufactured by J. Venables & Sons. 

1 gun, no. 308, by F. W. W. Greener, London— 1 
gun, no. 119133 by Lyon and Lyon, London 
and Calcutta,—! gun by H. M. Quackenbush, 
Herkemar, New York, U, S. A. CG. 0. 1293, 
dated the 11th June, 1889.) 



(2) M. Sakhawat Ali.— 1 rifle ^35 W. C. F. ), no. 44173, 
Winchester Repeating Arms Company. New 
Haven Co., U. S. A.— 1 double barrel breech- 
loading gun, no. 1094. Worn out — (G. 0. no. 
2621 dated the 25th Sept. 1911.) 

w. 

3. Agra 

Nil, ^ 


35 
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r 


Agra ... ■{ 


L 


f 


Eohil- 

khani} ... .{ 
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District. 

Name, description of arms and no. and date of notns. 

4. Mainpuri 

(1) Ghaudhri Maharaj Singh of Bharul—l single barrel 
muzzle.loading *12 bore gun no, 12578, by R. B, 
Rodda & Co., Calcutta. — 1 pistol no. 57715, by 
Webley and Scott, Ltd., London. — 1 single barrel 
breech-loading *404 bore rifle, no. 7560, by Baffin 
Fabick Mauser Oberndolf A/M. — 1 double barrel 
breech-loading *8 bore gun, no. 2092, by G. G. 
Edwards & Sons. — 1 single barrel breech-loading 
*32/40 bore gun no. 83909, by Lyon and Lyon, 
Calcutta. (G. 0. nos. 540 and 544, dated the 7th 
Feb. 1916 and 1920, respectively.) 

5. Dtsb ,,, 

(1) Kalawati Kunwar, Rani of Awagarb,— (G. 0. 
no. 3448 dated the 2nd Oct. 1912.) 

o 

(2) Thakur Malkan Singh of Sarauth. — 2 single barrel 
muzzle-loading guns. — 1 revolver. (G. 0. no. 
3448 dated the 2nd Oct. 1912.) 


(3) Laik Singh of Pithanpur. — 1 double barrel breech- 
loading gun, no. 18822-1, by Hall and Sons, 
London. — 2 single barrel muzzle-loading guns, 
nos. 1687 and 1686. country made.— 1 single barrel 
muzzle-loading pistol, no. 1640, country made,— 
(G. O. no. 2183, dated the 8th Dec. 1885.) 


(4) Thakur Jai Gopal Singh— 1 ‘‘Improved Paragon” 
double barrel breech-ioading *12 bore gun,— 1 
American pattern revolver, *38 here. — 1 rifle, 
Ferren & Co., Patent no. 70133.— 1 American 
pattern revolver. *38 bore. (G. 0. no. 2479, dated 
the 8th July, 1912). 

1. Bareilly ... 

(1) Babu Ghandika Prasad Misr.— 1 double barrel 
fareech-loa4iDg smooth bore gun. ~1 single barrel 
muzzle-loading gun. — 1 muzzle-loading carbine. — 1 
revolver, six chambered, central fire. (G. 0. 
no. 1242, dated the 14th April, 1910.) 

2. Bijnor ... 

(1) KunwarVishva Nath Rikh— 3 rifles, 2 shot gnns, 

1 revolver. (G. 0. no. 3946, dated the 11th 
Deo. 1901.) 

(2) Kunwar Jaswant Rikh.— 3 rifles, 2 shot guns. 1 
revolver {G. 0. No. 3946, dated the 11th 
Dec. 1901.) 

(3) Jang. Bahadur Ehan. — 1 single barrel muzzle- 
loading gun. (G. 0. nos. 2312, dated the 17th 
July. 1906 and 4290, dated the 12th Aug. 1920). 

(4) Kunwar Bharat Singh,— 2 double barrel riflps,— 2 
single barrel rifles, 3 double barrel guns, 1 re- 
volver, 1 Mauser pistol, 1 walking-stick gun. 
(G, 0. no. 1363, dated the 14th May, 1907.) 

3. Budaun ... 

ML 

4, Shahja- 
hanpur* ... 

(1) Kunwar Balwant Singh of Seramau. North ^ 
guns. (G. 0. no, 2151, dated the 4th July, 1902 ) 
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f (3) Rao Khuman Singh of Kakarbai, Ubaridar.— 9 

guns. (G. O. no. 1093, dated the 22nd M arch 1905). 

(4) Tfaakur Bhawani Singh of Kakarbai.— 2 Guns. (G. 

O. no. 534, dated the 20th Feb. 1906). 

(5) Rao Debi Singh of Rajwara, Lalitpur.— 1 double 
barrel muzzle-loading '20 bore gun, no. 750. (G. 
0. no. 2771, dated the 7th Aug. 1912). 

(6) Rao Jawahar Singh of Panchampur.— 1 double 
barrel muzzle-loading *20 bore cap gun, no. 933. 
(G. O. no. 2771, dated the 7fch Aug, 1912.) 

(7) Kunwar Pahar Singh of Katera. — 1 express *500 
bore rifle, no. 2372, <by Thomas Turner, Birming- 

Jhansi ... ham. 1 *350 bore Ross rifle, (G. 0. no. 4616, 

dated the 20th Oct. 1915, notns. nos. 580, dated 
the 15th Oct. 1915 and 2717, dated the 8th Deo. 
1921). 

2. Hamirpur (1) Babu Partab Singh of Malehta. — 1 double barrel 
breech-loading '12 bore gun, no. 7975,-1 double 
barrel muzzle-loading *12 bore gun, no. 31.— 1 
revolver, no. 173, by Iver Johnson Arms* Cycle 
Works, Fitzburg, Mass, U. S, A. (G. 0. nos. 2947 
and 4137, dated the 19th Aug. and 6th Dec. 1912 
respectively). 

I 3. Banda ... (1) Chaudhri Beni Prasad of Banda. — Nil. (G. 0. 

no. 965, dated the 11th Aug. 1880.) 

(2) Beni Singh Mohar, Thakur of Mataundh.— 2 revol- 
vers, nos. 39385 and 36827. — 1 double barrel 
breech-loading *12 bore gun. — 1 double barrel 
muzzle-loading gun.— 2 single barrel muzzle- 
loading guns. — 1 single barrel match-lock. (G. O. 
no. 2453 dated the 24th Aug. 1891.) 

Benares ... !• Benares (1) Mirza Akbar Bakht.— 2 breech-loading or muzzle- 

loading rifles. 4 hrcech-loading or muzzle-loading 
guns, 1 breech-loading or muzzle-loading revolver. 
(G, 0. no. 2798, dated the 6th Sep. 1905). 

(2) Babu Shyam Das.— 2 guns. (G, 0. no. 1647, dated 
the 7th June, 1907). 

(3) Rani Ram Kunwar, Ausanganj Estate.— 34 Lahore 
made match locks, —7 broken barrels of the above 
type,— 1 gold mounted presentation gun of the 
above type, — 5 single barrel flint-locks, — 1 double 
barrel flint-look,— 1 blunderbuss flintlocks, — 1 
single barrel muzzle-loader, percussion cap, — 1 
single barrel muzzle-loader, p'ercussion cap (gvith- 
out stock), — 3 double barrel muzzl0..1oaders per- 
cussion cap (without stocks),— 3 double barrel 
muzzle-loaders percussion cap (without stocks) 
(not in good order.) — 1 breech-loading (Snider 
rifle) with bayonet,—! Winchester Repeater,—! 
double barrel breech-loading *12 bore, gun, — 1 
double barrel breech-loading *12 bore rifle. (G. O. 
no. 1878 dated the 31st May. 1910.) 
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Division. 

District. 

Name, description of arms and no. and date of notns. 

f 



Benares ... -{ 

1 

2 brass pistols (flintlocks), — 3 steel pistols (flint- 
looks), — 1 brass pistol (percussion cap), 3 steel 
pistols (percussion cap),— 1 revolver (percussion 
cap), — 1 breech-lpading pistol, very soiali bore 
(for practising),—! old, rusty, toy pistol (cannot 
be used.) (G. 0. No. 1878, dated the 31st 
May, 1910). 

2. Mirzapur ... 

Nil. 


3. Jaunpur ... 

Maulvi Muhammad Hosain of Machhlishabr. — 5 
guns. (G. 0. no. 3080, dated the 18th Oct. 1899.) 


4. Ballla 

mi. 


5. Ghazipur ... 

Nil. 

f 

Gorakhpur *1 

1 

1. Basti 

Har Narayan Pande of Jagdishpur.— 1 revolver, 

2 pistols, 12 guns, 2 rifles. (Q. 0. no, 965, dated 
the 11th Aug., 1860.) 

1 

L 

2. Azamgarh 

Babu Ahmad Khan — 2 guns. (G. 0, no. 2588. 
dated the 9th Aug., 1906.) 

r 

1. Naini Tal ... 

1 

Kunwar Anand Singh.— 1 rifle, 1 gun, 1 pistol (Q. 
0, no. 1449, dated the 21st May, 1907, and 

1 no. 2465, dated the 4th— 6th May, 1924.) 

Kumaon ... i 

2. Almora ... 

Kuar Anand Singh, — 1 double barrel breech-load- 
ing *12 bore gun, “Paradox*' Royal,— 1 Hammer- 
less Ejector gun, no. 13815, by Holland and 
Holland, London,—! Browning revolver, No, 
108265, six shot. 25 Cal. (G. 0. no. 1700, dated 
the 26th May, 1900.) 

s 

3. Garhwal ... 

j 

(1) The Rawal of Badrinath.— 5 Guns. (G, 0. no. 
1740, dated the 29th July, 1889). 

(2) The Rawal of Kedarnath. — ^2 Guns. (G. 0. No, 
1740, dated the 29th July, 1889). 

(3) The Mahant of Eamleshwer.— Mf. (G. 0, no. 
1740, dated the 29th July, 1889). 

Lucknow ... 

1. Lucknow ... 

(1) Mirza Bakar Mirza Bahadur.— 1 doable barrel 
muzzle-loading rifle, no. 151, by Charles Lan- 
caster, — 1 double barrel muzzle-loading shot gun 
by Purdey, — 1 double barrel muzzle-loading rifle.— 
1 double barrel breech-loading *16 bore shot gun, 
no. 12994, by K. B. Rodda & Co., Cialcutta,— 1 
single barrel muzzle-loading rifle no. 4551 by 
Purdey. — 1 single barrel muzzle-loading rifle no. 
5532 by Smith,— 1 double barrel pin-fire ’577 bore 
rifle, no. 2376, by Thomas Jackson, — 1 double 
barrel muzzle-loading *500 bore big pistol by D. 
Lovard, — 1 six chambered breech-loading pin-fire 
revolver, no. 41, — 1 seven chambered breech-load- 
ing revolver, no. 1, but lid cap, (G. 0. ^o. 139 
dated the 18th Jan., 1890), 
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District* 


f! 


Name, description of arms and no. and date of not ns. 


(2) Muhammad Sbam-sud-din Haider.— M/, (G. 0. 
no. 40 , dated the 1st Feb., 1896). 


(8) Muhammad Ali.— JWif. (G. 0, no. 40., dated the 
1st Feb., 1896). 

r 

(4) Saladat Husain Khan,— 1 single barrel muzzle- 
loading gun.— 1 single barrel muzzle-loading 
pistol. (G, 0. no. 40., dated the 1st Feb., 
1896). 


(5) Saiyid Bilwar Raza.*— 1 double barrel breech- 
loading gun.— 2 single barrel breech.loading 
guns.— 2 five chambered revolvers. (Notn. by 
Govt, of Bengal, dated the 23rd March, 1886. 
(G. 0. no. 2896, dated the 6th Sep., 1901). 


Lucknow 


(6) Babu Binode Chandra Ghosal.t~l double barrel 
breech-loading *12 bore gun.— 1 single barrel 
breech-loading *450 bore rifle.— 1 Rook rifle.— 1 six 
chambered *450 bore revolver. (G. 0. no. 1844, 
dated the 20th June, 1896} • 

(7) Muhammed Jafar AH Khan.— ML (Govt, of India, 
Notn. no. 518, dated the 6th March, 1879). 

(8) Mirza Tymoor J ah. —1 double barrel breech-loading 
i2 bore gun, no. 18963, manufactured in London. 
—1 double barrel breech-loading *28 bore gun, no. 
1009.— 1 six chambered revolver, no. 7143,— 
1 American six chambered revolver', no, 41144,— 
1 small single barrel pistol.— 1 Rampuri stick 
consisting of a muzzle-loading pistol,—! small 
double barrel pistol, no. 4L— (G. 0. no. 3690, 
dated the 31st Aug.. 1914, and notn no. 3143, 
dated the 6th July, 1918. 


2. Unao 

3. Rai Bareli 

4. Sitapur 

5. Hardoi 

6. Kheri. 


Nil 


Fyzabad 


f 


J, 

... 


1. Gonda 

2. Bahraich 

3. Sultanpur 

4. BaraBanki 

5. Fyzabad 

6. Fartabgarh. 


Nil 


*Now resides at Kishunganj in district Purneah, [ Bihar and Orissa.] 

. tHis name is transferred from the Bahraich district (Vide G. 0. no. 2994, 
dated the 25th Sep. 1905). 
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appendix B. — List of persons of the Benares, Rampur and Tefari States and their 
retainers, who have been designated for exemption under clause 2 and (c) of 
Schedule 1 to the Indian Arms Rules, 1924, and who may be granted licences under 
rules 17 and 39 (1) of the Arms Rules, without the previous consent of the Political 
Officers concerned. 

Benares. 


1. The Maharanis 

2. The Hon’ble the Maharaj Kumar and his wife 

3. Babu Maheshwari Prasad Naraia Singh 

4. Babu Shatrughna Prasad Sahi ... 

5. Hazari Krishna Chandra Shukul ... 

6. Chaudhri Durga Prasad Singh 

7. Chaudhri Bagheshwari Prasad Singh 

8. Babu Ranchhor Singh ... 

9. Hazari Suraj Prasad Shukul 

10. Babu Ran Bahadur Singh 

31. Lt, Muhammad Hassan Khan 

12. Khan Bahadur Saiyid Ahmad Hasan, Chief Secy. 

13. The Chief Judge 

14. The District and Sessions Judge, Bhadohi ... 

15. The Collector, Bhadohi ... 

16. The Collector. Chakia ... 

17. The District Magistrate, Ramnagar 

18. The Private Secretary ... 

19. The Deputy Collector, Bhadohi 
10. Captain Murli Singh ... 

21. The Aides-de-Camp to His Highness the Maharaja 
2*2. The Superinteadent of Police, Benares State 
24. The Chief Medical Officer 


50 retainers each. 
50 
10 
3 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
3 

3 retainers. 

3 





each. 

•* 

»> 


Rampur. 


1 . 


3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 

7. 

8 . 

9. 

10 . 

H. 

12 . 

13. 

14. 

15. 


Her Highness the Begam Saheban 

The Heir-Apparent 

His Highness’s two brothers ... 

Sahebzada Sayed Qudrat Ali Khan Bahadur 
Major General Sahebzada Ashaq Ali Khan Bahadur 
Chief Minister 
Bevenue Minister 
Army Minister 

Judicial Minister ••• 

Home Minister 
Financial Minister 
Chief of the Staff. 

Private Secretary 

Military Secretary 

Secy. Public Works Department — 


16. Political Secretary 

17. Sardar Deorhi 

18. Chief Justice, High Court 

19. Judges of the High Court 

20. District and. Sessions Judge 

21 . • Chief Medical officer ... 

22. Comptroller of the Household 

23. Chief Magistrate 

24. Accountant General 

25. Hakim Sadar 

26. Sub-Judge 

27. Judge Small Cause Court 

28. Superintendent of Police 

29. Mir Munshi Dar-uMnsha 

30. Mir Munshi, Ijlas Humayun 


50 retainers each. 


50 

50 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

ID 

10 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 


»» 


ti 

»» 

ft 


u 


it 

•t 


»» 
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31. Superintendent of Excise 

3^. Dewan Sadar (Treasury Officer) ... 

33. Executive Engineer, Public Works Depfc. 

34. Executive Engineer, Canals 

35. Electric Engineer 

36. Director of Education ... 

37. Magistrates and Munsifs of Huzar Shahabad, Milak, 

Suar, Bilaspur and Tanda Tahsils 

38. Members of the Board of Audit ... 

39. Baksbi (Paymaster) 

40. Commanding Officers' of the Eampur Ist Infy., 2nd 

Infy., Kampur Lancers, Artillery, Palace Guards 
and Gurkhas 

41. Brigade Major 

42. Aides-de-Oamp to His Highness the Nawab ... 

43. All Commissioned Officers of the Eampur Forces when 

passing through British India on duty 


3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 


retainers 




,, each. 

t» »» 

»* »» 


3 

3 

3 

3 


*» 


t* 

*» 


»» 


Tehri. 

1. Kunwar Bichitra Shah ... 

2. Thakur Hari Singh, Aides-de-Camp to H. H. the Baja 

3. The Officer Commanding, Armed Police. Tehri 

4. The Home Member, State Council 

5. The Forest Magistrate 

6. The Home Secretary ... 

7. The Chief Judges 


4 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 


retainers 

it 

a* 

>1 

retainer. 

„ each 


Appendix C. — Rules for the Export, Import and Transport of 
Arms, Ammunition and Military Stores on Railways passing through 
Indian States. 

Whereas the Rulers or Administrators of the States mentioned 
in the second column of the Schedule hereto annexed have ceded to 
the British Government full jurisdiction within the lands which 
lie within their respective territories, and are occupied or may be 
hereafter occupied, by the railways mentioned opposite their names, 
respectively, in the first column of the said Schedule (including 
the lands occupied by stations and out-buildings and for other 
railways purpose) : In exercise of this jurisdiction, and of the 
powers conferred by sections 4 and 5 of the Foreign Jurisdiction 
and Extradition Act (XXI of 1879), and of all other powers enabling 
him in this behalf, the Governor General in Council is pleased to 
direct that the following rules shall be in force on the said lands : 
[For. Dept. no. 3573-1, dated the 29th Oct. 1895.] 

I. — In these rules “arms” “ammunition” and “military stores” 
have, respectively, the meanings assigned to them in the Indian Arms 
Act (XI of 1878), except that the expression “military stores” 
includes sulphur when in quantifees exceeding 10 seers in weight, 
and leaden bird-shot and bullets when possessed in quantities 
exceeding one hundred-weight at any one time. 

“Export” means transmission by rail from any station in any 
of the said lands to any station beyond the said lands. 

“Import” mesms transmission by rail from any station beyond 
the said lands to any station within the said lands,- 
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“Transport*’ means transmission by rail from one station in 
the said lands to another station in the said lands. 

Explanatioiu — Arms, ammunition and military stores taken 
from one station to another in the said lands across intervening 
territory which is not within the said * lands are transported 
within the meaning of these rules. [For. Dept. no. 2143-B., dated the 
5th Aug. 1898.1 

IL— (a) The export, without the special permission of the 
Political Agent, of arms, ammunition' or military stores, is 
forbidden. 

(6) Station masters to whom arms, ammunition or military 
stores, unaccompanied by evidence of such special permission are 
tendered for despatch shall detain them and report the matter, 
through the Superintendent of Railway Police, for the orders of 
the Political Agent. 

III. — When any arms, ammunition or military '•stores are 
imported they shall not be delivered to any importer or consignee 
unless — 

(а) the importer or consignee produces the original licence 
issued by the Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign Depart- 
ment, or other competent authority, authorising the export of 
such arms, ammunition or military stores from British India 
and their import to some station within the lands above referred 
to, and 

(б) the senior police officer at the station at which the arms, 
ammunition or military stores have been received has compared 
the consignment with the licence and authorised the station master 
to make delivery. 

For the purpose of making the comparison required by clause (6) 
the police officer shall have power to open any package which he 
thinks suspicious. 

IV. — Every station master shall give information to the officer 
mentioned in clause (6) of the preceding rule of the arrival at his 
station of any consignment of imported arms, ammunition or 
military stores. 

V. — A station master at whose station a consignment of imported 
arms, ammunition or military stores is received may, after obtaining 
the sanction of the Superintendent of Railway Police, but not 
otherwise, forward the consignment, should the owner or consignee 
desire him to do so, to any other station within or beyond the 
lands above referred to. 

VI. — No licence shall be necessary in respect of arms or ammu- 
nition ; but when any arms, ammunition or military stores are 
transported, immediate information regarding such transport shall 
be given to the senior police officer, if any, at the station of despatch 
and receipt by the station masters concerned. 

VIL — Arms shall not in ordinary cases be taken from passen- 
gers ; but if a station master has reasonable ^ground fo** appre- 
hending a disturbance from the possession of arms by a passenger, 

36 
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he may at any time, before such passenger has taken his place in 
the train, but not afterwards, refuse to carry him unless he delivers 
up his arms. If the passenger gives up his arms, they shall be 
labelled with the name and description of the owner entered in the 
roadway bill, and delivered free of charge to the owner at his 
journey’s end : 

Provided that no person who has been duly exempted from the 
operation of sections 13 to 16 of the Indian Arms Act (XI of 1878) or 
has a licence to carry arms granted by competent authority, shall, 
except in the case of evident and undoubted necessity, be asked to 
give up his personal arms under this rule. 

VIIL — Every person employed upon the railway, shall, in the 
absence of reasonable excuse, the burden of proving which shall 
be upon him, be bound to give information to the nearest Police 
officer regarding any box, packet or bale in transit which he may 
haye reason to suspect contains arms, ammunition or military 
stores in respect of which an offence against these rules has been, 
or is being committed. 

IX. — (f) Whoever commits any of the following offences, 
namely, — 

(а) exports any arms, ammunition or military stores without 
obtaining the special permission of Political Agent required by 
rule II, 

(б) imports any arms, ammunition or military stores without a 
licence of the nature referred to in rule III, 

shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which may extend 
to three years, or with fine, or with both. 

0*0 Whoever commits any of the following offences, namely,— 

(a) imports any arms, ammunition or military stores in excess of 
the quantities entered in the licence referred to in rule III, 

(b) imports after the expiration of the period for which such 
licence has been granted, 

(c) omits to give information as required by rule VIII, 

shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which may extend 
to six months, or with fine which may extend to five hundred rupees, 
or with both. 

X. — When any person is convicted of an offence under the last 
preceding rule it shall be in the discretion of the convicting Magis- 
trate farther to direct that the whole or any portion of the arms, 
ammunition or military stores in respect of which the conviction is 
obtained, and any box, package or bale in which the same may 
have been concealed, together with the other contents of such box, 
package or bale, shall be confiscated. 

XI* (1) Whenever any Magistrate has reason to believe that 
arms, ammunition or military stores have been imported contrary 
to these rules, such Magistrate, having first recorded the grounds 
of his Relief, may seize and detain the same in safe custody for such 
time as he m^v think necessarv. 
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(2) In such cases notice calling upon the importer or consignee 
to appear and to produce the licence referred to in rule III shall be 
published for three months at the railway station at which the arms, 
ammunition or military stores have been seized, and at such other 
places as the Magistrate may think necessary. 

(3) If the importer or consignee does not appear and produce 
such licence within three years from the date of such notice, such 
arms, ammunition or military stores shall bo confiscated. 

XII.— The order of the Political Agent shall be taken regarding 
the disposal of articles confiscated under these rules, and such 
orders shall be final, 

XIIL-“(1) A Magistrate may award up to one half the amount 
of any fine inflicted under these rules, and up to one-half the sale 
price of any confiscated articles sold in pursuance of orders issued 
under these rules, to any person, whether in the employ of a railway 
company or not who has given information leading to a qonvictiop. 

(2) Cases in which no fine is inflicted, or in which it appears 
desirable to give a reward larger than is provided for above, shall 
be submitted for the orders of the Political Agent, 

XIV. — Nothing in the foregoing rules shall apply to the import 
of any arms, ammunition or military stores when the same are 
covered by a certificate granted by the officer in charge of an arsenal 
in British India, stating that, they are consigned to the Euler of a 
State mentioned in the second column of the schedule hereto 
annexed. 

The Schedule. 


Railway, 

State. 

1 

2 

Bhopal-lTjjain Railway (Great Indian Peninsula 
Railway— Indian Midland Section.) 

Indore, Gwalior, Bhopal, 
Pewas (Senior Branch), 
Dewas (J unior Branch.) 

Godra-Rutlam Nagda Railway (Bombay, Baroda and 
Central India Railway.) 

Indore, Jhabna, Rutlam, 
Sailana. 

Bina-Godra-Baran Branch (Great JLndian Peninsula 
Railway.) 

Gwalior. 

Great Indian Peninsula (Indian Midland) Railway— 


(1) Jhansi-Agra Section 

Dholpur, Datia, Gwalior. 

(2) Jhansi-Bhopal- Itarsi Section 

Bhopal. Gwalior, Khanisa- 
dhana, Kurwai. Orchha. 

(3) Jhansi-Cawnpore Section ... 

Samthar. 

(4) Jhansl-Manikpur Section, 

Alipura, Garrauli, Orchha, 
Pahra, Taraon. 
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Railway, 

State. 

1 

2 

Bombay, Baroda and Central India (Rajpufcana- 
Malwa) Railway— 


(1) Oawnpore-Achnera State Railway ... 

Bhartpur, 

(2) Holkar State Railway (North of Nerbudda.) 

Indore. 

(3) Neemuoh-Nusseerabad State Railway. 

Gwalior, Mewar, Tonk. . 

(4) Rajputana State Railway 

Bhartpur, Jeypur, Kishen- 
garh, Ulwar. 

(5) Sindhia-Neemuch State Railway 

Dhar, Gwalior, Indore, Jaora, 
Butlam, Sailana. 

(6) Western Rajputana State Railway 

Baroda, Jodhpur, Palanpur, 
Sirohi, 


^Appendix D.— Appendix III to the Akmy Regulations, India, 

Volume IL 

Rules relating to the possession of private arms by Indian Officers, 
British and Indian other ranks. 

1. General provisions, — The Indian Arms Act provides that 
any person disposing of arms, which he possesses, for his own 
private use to any other person not entitled by law to possess the 
same, is liable to be punished with imprisonment for three years, 
or with fine, or with both. 

If any person wishes to dispose of arms and ammunition either 
by private sale, public auction or otherwise, he will ascertain that the 
would-be purchaser is a person entitled by law to possess the 
same ; and if such person’s name does not appear in the official 
army or civil lists, he will apply to the Magistrate or Deputy 
Commissioner of the district, or to the local Political Officer, as 
the case may be, for permission for the Jiransaction to take place. In 
the Case of individual under the rank of officer the above procedure 
will be conducted through the Unit Commander. 

^ 3. British soldiers.— Firearms purchased by British soldiers will 
be inspected by the armourer sergeant or armament artificer^ and 
passed by the Unit Commander. A register will be kept of all 
ai'ms in which Will be recorded description, sales or other disposals. 
Private arms supplied by Government for sporting purposes will 

"" (1) Beferred to in U. P. rules 44 and 45. page 259. 

(2) . Vide in this connection, notes (3) and (4) to rule 33, page 101, and rules 
relating ^ ' Passes and Licences for Soldiers and Reservists** in Bombay Local 
Buies and Orders, pa§e ?09, 
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be inspected monthly by the armourer sergeant or armament 
artificer. 

t 3. Indian officers. — An Indian officer is allowed, after having 
obtained a licence, for which no fee will be charged to carry or 
possess, for his personal use, arms and ammunition to the extent 
and under the restrictions prescribed in Schedule I, Indian Arms 
Rules, 1924. 

4. Exemptions for certain retired Ipdian officers. — A retired 
Indian officer in receipt of a pension, and who was exempt under 
the Indian Arms Buies, 3909, immediately before coming into force 
of the Indian Arras Rules, 1920, is exempt from the provisions of 
sections 13 to 16 of the Indian Arms Act, 1878. 

5. Swords of Indian officers. — A pass is not required for the 

regimental swords of an Indian officer proceeding on leave or 
furlough, if permission to carry it is entered on his furlough 
certificate. * 

6. Purchase of arms by Indian officers and other ranks. — 

An Indian officer or soldier shall not purchase arms or ammunition 
unless — 

(i) he has been furnished by competent authority with a written permit 
specifying, in the oase of arms, the period for which it is valid and, in the case of 
ammunition, the amount purchasable on the oooassion of each individual purchase ; 

(i‘t) the arms and ammunition are purchased from a person entitled under the 
Indian Arms Act, 1878 (ZI of 1878) and Indian Arms Buies, 1924, to possess or 
sell arms or ammunition; 

(Hi) the arms and ammunition so purchased by him and the arms and ammuni- 
tion already possessed by him do not exceed the numbers and Quantity authorised 
by these rules. 

t7. Indian soldiers.—An Indian soldier is allowed, after having 
obtained a licence for which no fee will be charged, to carry or 
possess, for his personal use, one gun or pistol, one sword, dagger 
or knife, twenty cartridges, or an equivalent quantity of powder, 
bullets or shot, and caps. The conditions are 

(а) The soldier shall be of good character. 

(б) The arms shall not be of a class superior to that of the arms in use in the 
Indian Army, not a rifle of *303 bore, nor a rifle of *450 bore imported subsequent 
to the 11th September, 1906: and he may not possess ammunition which can be 
flred from a ’303 rifle. 

(c) The possession of arms*and ammunition to which these rules apply will be 
immediately reported and their description entered in the private arms register 
maintained in the unit, extracts of which shall he sent with the man^s documents 
when he is transferred. 

(d) All arms will be kept in the armoury while the soldier is with his unit. 

(e) The loss of arms or ammunition will be immediately reported. 

t Note to rules 3 and 7. — The expression “permanently resides** occurring in the 
proviso to the sub-rule (IJ of rule 40 of the Indian Arms Bules„ 1924, which applies to 
persons subject to the Indian Army Act, 1911, refers ,to the permanent home of an 
applicant for a licence and not to the place where he is for the time being residing 
(U. P., G. O., No. 6341-VIIM82 dated 14th Sept. 1926.) {Ftde the first jiioviso and 
also the addition made to Eule 40 (1) of the Indian Arms Rules, page 109.) 



286 


Locad Rules and Oedbbs [U, P.] [App, D] 


(f) If he wishes to take his arms on furlough or leave, he will obtain a pass 
from his Unit Commander. This pass will be produced on return, together with the 
arms to which it relates. The Unit Commander will satisfy himself that the arms 
have not been changed ; failure to produce the arms or pass will be punished by 
deprivation of a pass for one year, which should be communicated to the Magistrate 
or Political Officer concerned^ If an absentee is found in possession of arms and 
ammunition not covered by a pass, he will be made over to the military authority 
for trial. 

8. Passes.— Every pass shall be granted by the Unit Com- 
mander who shall not delegate bis authority. The pass shall 
contain — 

(а) a full description of arms, with a record of their distinctive marks, and 
ammunition authorised by the pass. 

(б) the parentage, religion, class, tribe and home of the holder of the pass. 

The Magistrate or Political Officer of the district in which the 
pass-holder intends to reside shall be furnished with a duplicate copy 
of the pass by the Unit Commander in the case of men proceeding 
on jeave or furlough. When passes are cancelled or withdrawn 
the civil officer will be informed. 

A pass shall not be granted to an Indian officer or soldier whose 
home is situated beyond the N. W. Frontier, unless he shall have 
obtained, from his clansmen in the unit, and deposited security to 
the ffill trans-frontier value for the return of any arm which it is 
proposed to take away. The Brigade Commander will decide what 
is the trans-frontier value of any arm. 

9. Disposal of arms near the Frontier .—An Indian officer or 
soldier shall not, unless authorised by competent authority, give or 
otherwise transfer any rifle to which these rules apply, to any 
Indian whose home is situated near or beyond the N. W. Frontier. 

10. Forfeiture of security. — When an arm, for which security 
has been deposited, and a pass granted, is not returned the security 
shall be forfeited and the clansmen of the defaulter shall, for a period 
not exceeding two years, be precluded from taking arms on furlough. 
These cases will be reported to the District Commander. 

11. Special licence for exporting arms outside British India. — 

An Indian soldier at the time of his discharge, possessing a weapon 
requiring a licence, shall be warned, if his home is situated beyond 
the limits of British India, that he shall obtain, through his Unit 
Commander an export licence from the Foreign and Political 
Department, except in the case of a kukri of a Gurkha proceeding 
to Nepal. 

No export licence will be granted to a trans-frontier tribesman, 
except for arms certified by his Unit Commander to have been 
brought from his home on enrolment. 

12. Pensioners and reservists. — An Indian soldier before trans- 
fer to pension or i-eserve wishing to retain his private arms, subject 
to the extent specified in the first paragraph of this appendix, will 
fill in a form in triplicate and give full description of the arms in 
respect of which he desires exemption from payment of licence fees. 
The Unit Commander will endorse his recomoiendation on all three 

Rule 11— Attentioif is invited to clause (14) of Schedule VI, page 149. 
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forms and will give one copy to the soldier before he leaves the unit, 
one copy will be despatched to the civil ofiScer concerned, the third 
copy will be kept in the unit for record. 

13. Application of pensioners and reservisis for renewal of 
licence. — An application by a pensioner or reservist for renewal 
of licence, free of licence fee, will be submitted to the civil authority 
through the Unit Commander. 

14. Offences committed by pensioners or reservists.*— Offences 
under the Arms Act and Rules, corn'mitted by pensioners and 
reservists, will be dealt with in the ordinary manner, by the civil 
authorities, 

15. Report of loss of arms by pensioners and reservists. — 

Every soldier before transfer to the pension establishment or reserve, 
and every reservist before returning home after training, shall be 
warned by his Unit Commander that he must report the loss or 
theft of any arms covered by his licence, to the nearest police 
station as required by the conditions on the licence form. 

16. Passes not to be given to discharged soldiers or reservists. 

— Soldiers and reservists on leaving the army cannot be grapted 
arms passes and any such passes will be withdrawn from them. 

17. Sikh kirpan. — All kirpans possessed or carried by Sikhs 
while serving in the army are exempt from the operation of the 
Indian Arms Act, 1878, and Indian Arms Rules, 1924, provided they 
conform to the measurements laid down, viz., maximum length 
of blade of 9 inches and a maximum width of li inches. 




Appendix E.-“The annexed lift ibowt what licences can be granted in the United Provinces under tbe Arms and Explosives Acts, 


u 

o 

f 

Object desired by person 
requiring a licence. 

Lioenobs necessary to be taken odt to effect the 

OBJECT DESIRED. 


a 

S 

w 

Under the Explosives 

Act (IV of 1884) 

Under the Arms Act (XI 
of 1878.) 

Remarks. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

1 

Arms aud ammunition— to go 
armed on a journey, 

Not required, the ammunition 
being possessed in reasonable 
quantities for private use 
Ivfde rule 11 (3) of the Ex- 
plosives Buies.] 

Form XX. 

' 

2 

Arms and ammunition— to 
possess and to go armed 

Not required, the ammunition 
not exceeding in amount the 
quantities named in rule 11 
(3) of the Explosives Rules. 

Form XVr. 


3 

Arms and ammunition—to 
possess for the purpose of 
destroying wild animals. 

Ditto Ditto ... 

Forms XVIII and XIX. 


3A 

Arms and ammunition—to 
possess and use for the pur< 
pose of target praotioe. 

Ditto Ditto ... 

Form XY. 


4 

Arms (firearms), ammunition 
and military stores*— to 
possess in a district which 
has not been disarmed. 

Ditto Ditto ... 

Form XV. 

It a person wishes to carrff a fire- 
arm or other weapon in a district 
which has not been disarmed, a 
licence in Form XVI. XVIII or 
XIX is necessary, A licence 
under Form XV is necessary to 
enable a person to possess 
(without carrying) firearms. No 
licence is required to cover 
possession of other weapons. 


♦Covers solpbur (in quantities above 10 seers), and in districts of the extamal land frontier, saltpetre and lead {cf Schedule II, snie.) 


Arms and ammunition to 
possess, when deposited by 
owners fifrsafe keeping. 

Dittto 

Ditto ... 

Form XIII. 


Arms, ammunition and mili- 
tary stores*— to keep and 
sell. 

Form B in the case of gun- 
powder or of an explosive of 
the 1st division of the 6th 
(ammunitionf class in quan- 
tities not exceeding at one 
time ^0 lbs. of gunpowder 
and any quantity of explosive 
contained in ammunition: 
otherwise Form Lin addition 
to Form F or J. 

Form X or XII. 


Arms, ammunition and mili- 
tary stores*— to manufac- 
ture, convert or sell or keep. 

Form A J in the case of gun- 
powder or of an explosive of 
the 1st division of the 6th 
(ammunition)t class in quan- 
tities not exceeding at one 
time 200 lbs. of gunpowder 
and any quantity of explosive 
contained in ammunition. 

Form IX or XI. 


Arms, ammunition or military 
stores*— to transport. 

Not required [vtde rule 11 (2) 
(a) of the Explosives Rules], 

Form VII, subject to the 
exemption in rule 22 (2) 
(6) of the Indian Arms 
Rules, 1924. 

For rules regulating tne transport 
of ammunition, the packing and 
mode of conveyance, see the 
Explosives Rules. 

Arms, ammunition or military 
stores*— to import by river 
or land. 

Ditto 

Ditto ... 

Form III. • 

Ditto Ditto. 


* Covers Sulphur (in quantities above 10 seers), and in districts on the external land frontier, saltpetre and lead it 
t Safety cartrid|tea, safely fuses for blasting, railway fog-sipals, and nercuaion caps (i/. page 60 Explosives Rules 


•. saltpetre and lead ief. Schedule II ante.) 


j In otliercm’ licences for manufacture 
tons in rule 10 (») and (6) and in rule 30. 


, railway foK-Bipals, and nercuaion caps (i/. page 60 Explosives Rulls) , o , 

■"u only be granted by the (}ov 9 rnor*^nei»l in Council (vide lula 15 of the Explosives Rules.) See also theeiemp- 
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Serial »iiiniber. 


Object desired by person 

LICENGBS NEGESSARY to be TAKBH out TP EFFEO? THE i 
OBJECT DESIRED. | 

requiring a licence. 

Under the Explosives Act, 
(IV of 1884). 

Under the Arms Act, (XI 
ofl»78. ) ' 

, 2 

3 

4 

Arms, ammunition or military 

Ditto Ditto 

Form VI. 

stores* — to cover export by 
river or land. 

Arms, ammunition or military 

Ditto Ditto 

Form VIII. 

stores* — to import, transport 
and re-export. 

Explosives, other than those 

Form F. 

Form F must be endorsed to 

of the 1st (gunpowder) class 


have the effect of a licence 

or of the 1st division of the 


in Form X excluding all pro- 

6th (ammunition)! class, or 


visions as to sale and as to 

of the 7th (firework) class or 


arms and military stores,* 

of the 5th (fulminate) class— 
to possess in quantities not 
exceeding 60 lbs, at a time. 




Can be granted only by the Secre- 
tary to the Govt of India. Foreign 
Department, or byi any other 
officer esi^ecially empowered un> 
der rule 17, in the case of export 
to an Indian State within the poli- 
tical control of the local Govern- 
ment ; a Secretary to Govt., 
United Provinces of Agra and 
Oudh.has been so empowered 
and in certain oases the Gover- 
nor’s Agents, the District Magis- 
trate of Meerut has been also 
empowered to grant such licences 
under certain conditions, Sche- 
dule VI. 


Explosive Rules ; in such oases 
a licence would be required 
under the Ajms Act only, in the 
appropriate form. 


♦ Covers sulphur (m quantities above 10 seers), and in districts on the external land frontier, Saltpetre and lead (c./. Scliedsle II ante,) 
t Safety cartridges, safety fuzes for blasting, railway fc^ signals and percnssion caps (See page 50 Explosives Rnles.) 


11 Explosives generally other Form J 
than thosq of the 5th (fulmi- 
nate) class to possess. 


Form J must be endorsed to | 
have the effect of a licence 
in Form X or XII excluding 
all provisions as to sale and 
as to arms and military 
stores* 


12 Exolosives of classes which i Form L, in ^dition to hold- 

otethaa diaglormFor J.aathaoaaa 
those referred to in serial may be. 

Nos. 13, 15 and 17— to sell. 


13 Fireworks^:— to manufacture, Form D 

sell and possess in quantities 
not exceeding 300 lbs. at a 
time. 


Form L (as well as Form F or 
J) must be endorsed to have 
the effect of a licence in 
Form X or XII excluding all 
provisions as to arms and 
military stores.* 

Form D must be endorsed to 
have the effect of a licence 
in form IX excluding all 
provisions relating to arms 
and military stores’* 


Ditto, I>itto. 

Magazine licences in Form J. are 
granted by the Coimnissionera of 
divisions. Licences for the pos- 
session of explosives of the 5th 
(fulminate) class can only be 
granted by the Governor General 
in Council. 


No licence is required under the 
Explosives Act for the mere pos- 
session of fireworks if obtained 
and intended for immediate use, 
kept for a period not exceeding 
14 days in a safe and suitable 
place, and with all due precau- 
tions for the public safety [vide 
rule 11 (dj, Explosives Rules.] 


Gunpowder and fuses for bias- Form 0 or F or J according to 

ix^loBWenoKAlKS) 

1- »* ‘te Explo.l™ Rulss, j, (j t, Mdorsed to Soooxomptioi 

Gunpowder or an explosive FormC have the effect of a licence (3), Exploei 

of the 1st division of the 6th „ 2CII ox X, excluding oases licenOf 

(ammunition) + class— to „ urovisions as to posses- under the Ai 

possess in quantities not ex- ainc armsortogoing-hrmed. appropriate, 

oeedlng at a time 300 lbs. smgarm b 

of gunpowder and any quan- 
tity of explosive contained 

in the ammunition. ^ 

Cf. Eipiosivea Buies. 


Potm 0 m».t be endoreed to Soe • iotJh 

‘tolaTmTorto goiog^med. appropnate lom. 
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F.— A list of Indian States in the Punjab, together with the names of the 
Political Agents to whom copies of licences issued should be forwarded under 
Rule 17, clause 3 of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924, (page 89), is given below. 


No. 

Indian States, ^ 

Political Agents. 

1 

Patiala .»• .»• -*• 



2 

Bahawalpur ... ... ... ... 



3 

Jhind 



4 

Nabha 



5 

Kapurthala 



6 

Faridkot 



7 

Mandi 


Agent to the Governor 

8 

Suket 


General, Punjab States, 

9 

Ohamba 


Lahore. 

10 

Maler Kotla 



11 

Loharu ... ... ... ••• ! 



12 

Sirmur (Nahan) ... ... ... ... ! 



13 

Bilaspur (Kahlur) 

j 


14 

Kalsia 

1 


15 

Dujana 


Commissioner, Ambala 

16 

Pataudi 

J Division, Ambala, 

17 

Bashahr 



18 

Nalagarh (Hindur) 



19 

Keonthal 



20 

Baghal ... 



21 

Baghat 



22 

Jubbal 



23 

Kumharsain 



24 

Bhajji 



25 

Maiiog 



26 

Balsan 



.27 

Dhami 



28 

Kuthar 



29 1 

Kunihar 



30 

Mangal 


r Superintendent, Simla 

31 

Bija 


HUl States, Simla. 

32 

Darkuti 



33 

Taroch 



34 

Sangri 



35 

Kaneti 



36 

Dalti ... ... — “• ■ i 


37 

Koti 



38 

Theog 



39 

Madhan 



40 

Ghund 



41 

Ratesh 



42 

Rawin 



43 

Dhadi 

} 


i?PPENDIX G. — Marks on small arm and machine-gun ammunition and method of 
marking Government arms. * ^ 

Revised statements showing the above were circulated with G. 0. no, K'il, 
dated the 30th March, 1909. 
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APPENDIX H.— of registration of firearms and ammunition held by persons 
exempted under Schedule I, India Arms Rules, 1924. 


Name of 
exempted 
person. 

Entry of Sche- 
dule I under ^ ! 
which exempted. 

Description of firearms 
(including bore, muzzle or 
breech-loading and single 
shot or repeating.) 

Maker’s 
name and 
number. 

Ammuni- 

tion. 


1 

1 





APPENDIX I. — FOBM a. — Stock-book of .son of , caste .resident of 

mauza pargana district licensed to manufacture, convert, sell or 

keep for sale arms, ammunition and military stores. 


1 

2 

Description. 

3 

4 

AmmU' 

5 

Military 

stores. 

Date, 


Arms. 

nition. 

ir 

Rifles. 

Guns. 

Revolvers. 

Pistols. 


t 

Jany. 1st. 

rJn Stock 

3 Added to 

J stock 
(.Disposed of 

1 

1 

j 


i 




Jany. 2nd. 

In stock. 

1 







Note.— D etails not provided in columns 3, 4 and 5 should be entered in ms. 


■‘(Or roE Large Dealers) 
StocJc Booli. 


Date. 


Gun-Powders . 

? 

Revolver 
and pistol 
cartridges. 

Shot 

gun 

cartrid- 

ges. 

Rifle. 

Cartridges. 

x 

X 

S 

.a 

1 

S 

a 

Lead, shots 
and 

bullets. 

x 

a 

4 

4 

«* 

5 

Sc 

4. 

s; 

Revolvers. | 

1 

Rifles. i 

Nitro. 

Black. 

c: ' c 


N 

o 

o 

5i 

■ - 

£ 

Loaded. 

1 

3 

CO 

K 

o' 

o 

r*’ 

bi 

5 

Loaded. 

Empty. i 

Bags of 28 lbs. 


N 

o 


Stock .. 




i~ 

1 

1 




















Sold .. .. ^ 

1 

1 

I 

i 

1 




















Balance 

f 

1 


1 

1 1 

! 













[ 







LG-. &. no. 11081 VIII— 209, dated April 17, 1928) 


Air rifles. 
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Form B. — Is identical wilb Form A above. 


(Or for Large Dealers) 
Stock book. 


Month. 1 

Date, 1 

Stock. 1 

' p 
p 

0 

(4 

PQ 

cs» 

'T* 

OQ 

P 1 

s 

4 

a 

1-H 

•303 Rifles. 1 

.1 

03 

<0 

cp 

3 

'o 

o 

03 

U 

O 

'o 

> 

0 

*32 automatic pistols. | 

1 

cd 

O 

OO 

.. ea 

CO 03 
t-H 03 

• 03 

^ O 
CSi o 

to 

30**2 

•48, -12, -16, -28 loaded 
cartridges. 

Xioaded rifle cartridges. | 

Rifle cartridge oases. I 

Revolver cartridges. | 

Caps M. L. 1 

• 

4 

4 

Pi 

ce 

o 

CQ 

’> 

fl 

0} 

P 

05 

o 

t> 

Oi 

iH 


*303 cartridges. 

*460 cartridges. | 

*450 cases. | 

*577, *450 cartridge f 
cases, 1 

Gunpowder. 

1 

1 






i 






1 










lbs. 

oz. 


[G. 0. No. 789, dated the Sth March. 1909.] 


Form C. — Day book of , son of , caste 

resident of mauza , pargana » district ^ 

licensed to manufacture, convert, sell or keep for sale arms, ammunition 
or military stores; 


2 

3 

4 


6 

Name of 


i 

pur- 


purchaser 





with 


o 

p 


'3 

father’s 

d 

o 

3 

o Si 

A 

<D 

name. 


*m 

.P QQ 

4S Cfl 

JO 


P 

O 

o 

<1 o 

£ 


7 

8 

Form and date of licence 

Date on 

held by purchaser, or 

which report 

if exempted from the 

of sale was 

operations of the Arms i 

sent to the 

Act, the grounds of 

District 

exemption. 

Magistrate. 


B’ORM D. — Is identical with Form C. above 
[Notification no. 2312-VX4239, dated the 2iid June, 1916.] 


(Ob Foe Larob Dbalbbs). 
Day Booh, 


Gnn-powclers, 


Nitro. Black 


Revolver 
and pistol 
cartridges. 


oP 




Rifle. 


CartridgflS. 


Lead shots 
and 

bullets. 




K'fi, 


'll 


ll 




a. 0. no. 1108lVin—m, dated April 17, im. 


I Intitnation of sale. 
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Form E.—RegUter of licences to manufacture, convert, sell or keep for sale 
arms, ammunition or military stores in district 


X3 

CO 

H 


0 

}Zi 


o 

o 

s 

BJ 


0 


cC 

p 


M PJ ffl 

S o-d 
^ d 

itw d >» 

o g-Q 

S 

- ^ < 
os 


Result of Inspections. 


By Inspectors op 
Police. 


Quarter— 

1st. 2n(]. 3rd. 4th. 


0) rj 03 

« S.s 

CD tj ^ 

' 5)^0 

VH d CQ 

w 


TO 

M 

« 

<1 


Form F.— Register of licences to sell and keep for sale arms ammunition and military 
stores in district— similar to Form E above. 


Form G.— Register of licences to possess, arms or ammunition and to go armed for 
purposes of sport, protection or display. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Tabsil 

No. 

Date of 
Uoeace. 

Name 

of 

licensee. 

Father’s 

name, 

caste, 

etc. 

Residence. 

Number 
and des- 
cription 
of 

weapons 

Descrip- 
tion of 
ammu- 
nition. 

Date of 
expiry 
of 

licence. 


Form H.- Register of licences to possess arms, ammunition or military stores in a 
district which has not been disarmed— Similar to Form G. above. 


Form J,— Register of licences to possess arms and ammunition for the purpose of 
destroying wild animals which do injury to — or cattle in district 




1 

o 

o 

a 

s 


-d • 

0 [d 

•iH 

|0 

o 

NOTE Of MAGISTRATE 



0 

cS 


^ > 



INSPECTING WEAPON 



Name of lie 
holder. 

d 

•♦a 

CD CD 

0 

o 

fl 

d 

0 

i.s 

Date of exp 
licence. 

AND LICENCE. 

0* 

Date. 

Father 

caste, 

« 

CQ 

0 

P5 

^ o 

0 d 1 

O 0 

Cfl 0 

.S' 0 
X 

o cd 

00 Q 
0 K 

P ^ 

Ye ars 

1st. ^nd. 3rd. 4tb. 5th. 


Remarks. | Remarks, 


-pORM K. — Return of licences granted under khe Indian Arms Act, XI of 1878, in the district of for the year 19 , [Rule 95 (i) , page 270.] 
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LClS QMl 

Qq% puB gOP.I sa.ioq p9jiqiqo.xd aq^ jo 
uoi^jiuiiumiB aui.t9AOo saouooujo jaquiu^ 


§ 

«2 

CO 
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I 

s 

§CD 
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gs 
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Form L.-^ Annual statement of the operation of the Arms Act XI of 1878, in the 
district of — ^for the year— . [Rule 95 (i), on page 270], 


ymi BER OP PERSONS PTJNISHE D UNDE R.- 


Sectiost 19 , FOE OFFES’CB r:!ri>EE 


s 


4,'?J 

3 qj 

*1 

it 


an u 

, SJ 41 

U: Ut 


q 






a|S 

2 aj ft 


toil 


12 


I3j 14 


15 


NUMBER ANDDESCRIP. 
TION OP WEAPONS 
CONFISCATED. 


16 


17 


18 


Amount 

PAID AS 
REWARDS 
TO INFOR- 
MARS ETC. 


20 


2122 , 


is!5 

“'g.| 


2824 


25 26 


Note— O olumns 16 to 20 cover only weapons confiscated under section 24, Act 
XI of 1878, after conviction' of an offender. The number of weapons 
confiscated under section 16 should be entered in column 25. 


FORM M,— Register showing sales of arms, ammunition or military stores by local 
dealers in the district * 
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Appendix K.“*Officeifs in other provinces to whom letters of enquiry should be ad- 
dressed regarding sales of arms by dealers in the United Provinces to persons who 
are not residents of the United Provinces. 


Place of which purchaser 
is resident. 


1, Any Indian State 
k Calcutta 

3. Bengal Presidency (ex- 

cluding Calcutta.) 

4. Bombay city 

5. Bombay Presidency (ex- 

cluding Bombay city). 

6. Sind 

7. Eangooa 

8. Burma (excluding 

Rangoon). 

9. Punjab 

10. Central Provinces 

11. Assam 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 


4. 

5. 


6 . 

7. 

8 . 


9. 

10 . 

11 . 

12 . 


12. North-West Frontier ■{ 


( 2 ) 


( 3 ) 


13, Coorg 



14. Bibar and Orissa 


14. 


15. 

16. 

17. 


Madras city 

Madras Presidency (ex- 
cluding Madras city). 
Delhi 


15. 

16 . 


17. 


* 

Designation of Ofbcer. 


Political Officer for the State. 
Commissioner oi Police, Calcutta. 
Superintendent of Police concerned. 


Commissioner of Police, Bombay. 

District Superintendent of Police concerned. 

Commissioner in Sind. 

Commissioner of Police, Rangoon. 

District Superintendent of Police concerned. 


District Superintendent of Police tjoncerned.^ 
District Magistrate concerned. 

District Superintendent of Police concerned. 

*(1) In the case of resi- To the Superintend 
deats of British districts, dent of Police 

viz,. Hazara, Peshawar, concerned. 

Kohat, Bannu and Dehra 
Ismail Khan. 

In the case of residents To the Deputy Com- 
of the Indian States of missioner, Hazara, 

Amb and Phulera. district, Abbot a- 


bad. 

In the case of residents To the Political 
of the Indian States of Agent Dir, Swat 

Ohitral and Dir. and Chitral Agen- 

cies, Malakand. 

District Magistrate of Coorg at Mercara, through 
the Commissioner of Coorg. 

Deputy Inspector-General of Police, Crime and 
Railways, Bihar and Orissa. 

Commissioner of Police, Madras. 

District Magistrate concerned. 


District Magistrate of Delhi, 


[G. 0. No. 2716, dated the 6th July. 1916.] 

»G. 0. No. 1256dVIII-214, dated the 18th May, 1922. 


APPENDIX L.— Certificate of exemption. 

This is to certify that— - — — — — ^ 1 , 

residing in the district ia a person who is exempt from the operation of tne 

T j4 , . , ^nwo .,«j entrv no. — of Schedule I to the Indian Arms Rules, 1924 

Indian Arms Act, 1878, under — r : — t ^ 

clause (Jb) of section I of the said Act. 


Dated 


i 


District Magistrate of the district 

Agent to the Qovr. 4oi the — State 


(G, 0. no. 149 VIII. 243 dated the 20th Jany. 1923.) 
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Appendix M. 

Annual return of licensed and exempted firearms in the posses* 
sion of and amm^nition purchased hy^ the residents of 
the district, during the year^ 


Rifles, 

Pistols or revolvers. 

r 

Shot-guns 
(number only). 

to 

ja 

Ph 

a 

a 

<D 

P3 

Prohibi- 
ted bores. 

\ 

Other bores. 

Prohibi- 
ted bores. 

j Other bores. 

Breech- 

loadiDg. 

Muzzle- 

loading. 

Breech- 

loading. 

Muzzle- 

loading. 

Breech- 

loading. 

Muzzle- 

loading. 

Bore, 

u 

a 

JQ 

!zi 

Bore. 

u 

o 

Si 

§ 

Jzi 

Bore, 

e> 

1 

!z; 

Bore. 

Number. 

Bore. 

01 

-o 

a 

D 

l2i 

Bore. 

Number, 

Ok 

Si 

B 

a 

{25 

Number. 

1 

r. 


1 

Jmr 

1 


Ml (Sj*< 

i 

lech-loi 

adinff i 

only.) 







Report on the number of arms and amount of arnmunition held 
illicitly in the district. 


Dated 


19 


District Magistrate, 
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Local Rules and Orders [Punjab]. 

Punjab Local Rules and Orders. 

1. Punjab notn. no, 3460 dated the Srd July 1879— The prohibi- 
tions and directions contained in sections 13 and 14 of the Indian 
Arms Act, 1878, do not apply to the villages on the border of the 
Hazara District. [xVote. — The list of villages are shown at the end 
of Schedule VIII, on pages 176-177.] 

2. Extension of section 15 of the Act, to the ¥azara, Peshawar, Kohat, Bannn, 
Dera Ismail Khan and Dera Ghazi Khan Districts,— (Ft da Note to section 15, page 52.) 

3. Punjab circular no, 12--1S09, dated the B9tli September 1899.— 
(1) As the result of recent inquiries the Lieutenant Governor has de- 
cided that the executive authorities will be acting within the 
provisions of the law if they treat the weapons known as chhavis as 
arms for the purposes of the Indian Arms Act, 1878, and the rules 
thereunder ; and he is pleased to direct that they shall henceforth be 
so treated except in the two Frontier divisions of the Pfovince, ifub- 
ject to the instructions which follow. 

(2) The Scheduled districts of the Punjab have been withdrawn 
from the operation of all prohibitions and directions contained in 
section IS of the Act, which does not, therefore, apply to the tracts 
of Lahaul and Spiti. Clause 2 of section 32 of Act No. XXXI of 1860 
(page 51) did not at the time, when Act XI of 1878 came into force, 
apply to the districts of Simla and Kangra, and section 15 of Act XI 
of 1878 has not subsequently been extended to either districts* The 
result, then, of the ruling contained in paragraph 1 of this letter in 
the four Ois-Indus Divisions of the Province, is that the executive 
authorities are instructed to assume that the law is as follows : — 

(Except in Lahaul and Spiti) no person shall go armed with any 
chhavi except under a licence and to the extent and in the manner 
permitted thereby (section 13 of the Arms Act), Any person so 
going armed without a licence or in contravention of its provisions 
may be disarmed by any Magistrate, Police officer or other person 
empowered by the local Government in this behalf by name or virtue 
of his office (section 13). Except in the Simla and fCangra districts 
no person shall have in his possession any chhavi, except under a 
licence and in the manner and to the extent permitted thereby (sec- 
tion 15 of the Arms Act) The rest of the Act and the rules there- 
under are similarly to be assumed applicable to chhavis in the same 
way as to other arms* To go armed with such a weapon contrary 
to the provisions of section 15, is to commit an offence under sec- 
tion 19 ie) (f) or section 20, as the case may be, and an offence which 
in either case is cognizable by the Police. (Schedule II to the 
Criminal Procedure Code, 1898). 

(*3), It will be the duty of Commissioners and District Magis- 
trates to see that the Crown is adequately represen1?ed at all stages 
in every case in which the application of the Arms Act and rules to 
chhavis is likely to come in question before the Courts, and that 
every case in which a judicial ruling on the subject has been given, 
whether by a Civil or a Criminal Court, is promptly reported to Gov- 
ernment. It remains to indicate the lines on whi(3h the law, al inter- 
preted in paragraph 1 of this circular, should be enforced. 



802 Local Ettles and Oeders [Pcnjab]. 


(4) The Lieutenant-Governor thinks it undesirable that there 
should be any general house searches to discover chhavis improperly 
possessed, though he does not intend to prohibit search under section 
25 when definite informa-tion has directed attention to particular 
houses or when the perpetration of crimes of violence in which 
weapons of the kind have been used, is traced to particular localities. 
The objection is to general searches without special reason. A person 
found carrying a chhavi 9ontraTy to the provisions of section 12 
or section 13 may always (subject to the remarks on the subject 
of notice in the next following paragraph) be deprived of his weapon 
by a properly authorised person and similar weapons found in the 
course of properly authorised searches may always be taken away 
by the police in the exercise of their preventive authority, even if 
no prosecution in respect of them is instituted. The Lieutenant 
Governor is, however, pleased to direct that no seizure of an 
nnl\pensed chhavi, whether in the exercise of the preventive autho- 
rity conferred by section 149, Criminal Procedure Code, or under 
section 13 of the Arms Act, should be made by any police oflScer 

below the rank of sergeant. 

( 

(5) . The first step to take, however, is to issue a proclamation 
in each district concerned warning the people that they must apply 
within one month for licences in respect to chhavis, or deposit them 
with the oflS.cer in charge of the nearest police station. 

(6) . Licences should be freely granted for purposes of protec- 
tion to respectable persons, and in circumstances where it seems 
likely that the deprivation of chhavis, would tend to encourage 
rather .than diminish crimes of violence by taking away from the 
well-disposed the means of defending themselves. The question 
of abolishing the levy of fees for licences * * whether for chhavis 
or for other arms, is under the Lieutenant-Governor’s consideration, 
but for the present it will be necessary to follow the existing rule 
on the subject. 

(7) . Prosecutions should not for the present be generally insti- 
tuted, and where instituted they should be conducted with caution 
and carefully watched. Short of prosecution for a breach of the 
Arms Act, it is always open to the District Magistrate to instruct 
the police to take persons found carrying chhavis before the nearest 
Magistrate, in order that he may satisfy himself as to their antece- 
dents and as certain whether security ought to .be demanded from 
them under section 107, 109 or 110, Criminal Procedure Code : and 
instructions to this effect might be given to all Police-oflScers not 
below the rank of officers in charge of stations. 

(8) . In the districts of Lahore, Amritsar and Perozpur^the 
instructions of the circular in respect to chhavis should be carried 
out in regard to ’'long handled gandasas also. As regards other 
districts, I am to say that the long handled gandasas is, in some places, 
a weapon almost, if not quite as formidable as the chhavi and used, 
like the chhavi, for purposes of offence, and not, as an agricultural 
implement : and where this is the case, the District Magistrate would 
be simifarly justified in ti^eating it as a weapon coming under the 
provisions of the Arms Act. If, therefore, any Deputy Commissioner 
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thinks it desirable to proceed on these lines in regard to any such 
weapon which is not capable of being classed as a chhavi, he should 
refer the matter, through the Commissioner, for the orders of 
Government, stating what definition he proposes and the reasons 
for the measure. • 

(9) . Commissioners should keep a careful watch on the manner 
in which Deputy Commissioners in their Divisions give effect to the 
instructions contained in this circular. 

(10) . The Inspector-General of Police will be requested to 
notice the effect of the measures now to be taken against chhavis anti 
gandasas in the Police A.dministration Report for the current year. 

4. Pu7Tjab circular no. 5-1125, dated the 16tk Oct. 1908. -{1) A.s 
there has been some misapprehension as to the purport of the lecters 
* * * regarding the treatment of chhavis and gandasas as “arms'* 
under Act XI of 1878, I am directed to address you as follows : — 

‘(2) As noted in the Chief Court’s decision, no. 16 P. R. of 1900, 
(referred to in notes (14) and (39), pages 39 and 41) any weapons or 
instruments carried or possessed for the purpose of offence and 
defence, come under the category of “arms.” The more common 
weapons and instruments which when carried or possessed by indivi- 
duals may universally be presumed to be so carried or possessed for 
purposes of offence or defence are specified in section 4 of the Act, but 
the list there given is not exhaustive and Local Government in 1899 
after considerable enquiry, concluded that (a) chhavis throughout 
the Province, and (6) long-handled gandasas in the Lahore, Amritsar 
and Ferozpur districts were so very rarely carried or possessed, 
except for purposes of offence and defence, that the executive officers 
of Government might properly treat these weapons as “arms” within 
the meaning of the Act. District Officers were accordingly, in 
this office letter No. 1302, dated the 29th September 1899, authorised 
to treat these weapons as “arms.” 

(3) It was not intended by the instructions above described to 
limit the action of District officers to the weapons there mentioned. 
It is still open to them to take action under the Arms Act either: — 

(a) generally as regards weapons in respect of which they may have received 
authorisation under the last sentence of paragraph (8) of the letter of 29th September 
1899, (page 302) , or 

(hi in particular instances as regards weapons or instruments of any description 
which in those particular oases appear to be possessed or carried for purposes of offence. 

I am to add that action under (6) can be taken by Deputy Com- 
missioners without reference to higher authority. 

5. Punjab letter no. 664, dated the 22iid Apt il 1915, — Since the 
attention of District Magistrates has now been drawn to their 
discretionary powers in the matter (renewal of Jicenoes granted 
by District Magistrates) the Lieutenant Governor, while considering 
that two years would ordinarily be a suitable period for the duration 
of such licences, is content to leave further action in their hands, 
subject to any instructions which you may see -fit to issue to suit 
the circumstances of particular districts or classes of pefrsons in 
your division. 
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6. Punjab notn. no. 1449, dated the 1st iP/5.“Whenever 

a licensee makes a sale of arms, ammunition or military stores, he 
shall within 43 hours make a report thereof to the Superintendent 
of Police of the District in which the licensee has his place of 
business, factory or shop'^and shall in such report state — 

(а) The name, description and residence of the person who takes 
delivery of the articles sold; 

(б) the nature and quaijtity of the articles sold ; 

(c) the date of sale, 

and such report shall be signed by the licensee. 

The Inspector General of Police, Punjab, has been asked to 
instruct Superintendents of Police in the province to inform the 
District Magistrates of the district in the United Provinces^in which 
the purchaser resides, of all sales of arms and ammunition (such 
as rifles and* their ammunition ; pistols, revolvers and their ammu- 
nition ; air-pistols ; walking-stick rifles and sword-sticks), the verifi- 
cations of which will be obligatory. The Government of the United 
Provinces was informed that for purposes of verification sales in 
those Provinces to residents of the Punjab report should be made to 
the Superintendent of Police of the district, or in the case of residents 
of Native States to the Political Agent, concerned. 

As regards the North-West Frontier Province the Inspector- 
General of Police, Punjab had been asked to arrange for the supply 
to the Superintendent of Police concerned (in the case of British 
Districts), to the Deputy Commissioner, Hazara, (in the case of Amb 
and Phulera) or to the Political Agent, Dir, Swat and Chitral (in the 
case of Chitral, Dir and Nawagai), as the case may be, of details 
received regarding sales made to persons residing in the Province. 

7. Sulphur \ Vide notes (25), (26) 

8. Leaden bird shot and bullets and (27) to Schedule 

9. Lead. ) II, page 139. 

10. Exemption from payment of fees of certain persons in the Simla district — 
Vide note (1) to Schedule VII, page 151. 

11. Registration of arms by exempted persons. Vide Note (4) to rule 2, page 81. 

12. Endorsement on licences in form XVI, Vide Note (2) to rule 33, page 103. 

13. Prohibition against air pislols.— Fide note (15) to schedule II, page 138. 

- 14. Punjab notification no, 15144 dated the 2nd June 4924, — 
In exercise of the powers conferred by section 35 of the Court 
Fees Act, 1870 (V[I of 1870), read with section 2 of the Devolution 
Act, 1920 (XXXVIII of 1920) the Governor in Council is pleased — 

(1) to remit all fees payable under Schedule II of the said Act upon 
applications for the grant or renewal of licences or duplicates under the 
Indian Arms Rules, 1924, in respect of which a fee is payable under those ru4s, and 

(2) to reduce to one anna all fees, exceeding one anna, payable under the 
said schedule upon other applications relating to licences or duplicates granted or 
renewed under the said rules. (In this connection, Vide note to rule 29 of the 
Bengal Rules, page 221). 

15. Punjab, circular ?io. 23398 dated ISth Oct, 1924.—* * It appears 
that ajtv impression has been created that if an exemptee failrto 
register the fire-arms in his possession within the period prescribed 
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by the Punjab Government notification no, 6820 dated the 5th of 
March 1924 {vide note (2) on page 81) his exemption is automatically 
cancelled, I am to point out that failure on the part of an exemptee to 
comply with the orders containedin the notification referred to merely 
renders him liable to the cancellation of his exemption, and that no 
exemption should be treated as cancelled un^il the orders of Govern- 
ment have been obtained. It is not intended that references should 
be made to Government except in cases in which the failure to 
register amounts to a wilful refusal to comply with the condition 
laid down in proviso (6) to sub-rule 1 of rule 3 of the Indian Arms 
Rules, 1924 (page 81). ' 

16, Punjab, circular no, 25754, dated the l8th November 1924 , — 

* * * * The Government of India stated (in para. 6 of resolution No. 
iV829-l-22, dated the 3rd November 1924, (page 20), that they 
had decided that entries 11, 11 -A and 11-B, in Schedule I, of the 
Indian Arms Rules, 1920, should be deleted, and that no exemption 
of the kind permitted by these entries should be continued in the 
new rules. At the same time, every person who had en 3 <^yed exemp- 
tion under these entries in the old rules was to be entitled, under 
the rules of 1924, to a life licence in form XVI, free of all fee, in 
respect of any arms then in his possession and hitherto exempt from 
licence. Exemptions under entries 11, 11-A, and 11-B, in Schedule 
I to the Indian Arms Rules, 1920, were for the first time restricted 
in the Punjab Government notifications nos. 581, dated the 9th of 
January 1922 and No. 20656 dated the 15fch August 1923. It has been 
brought to the notice of the Governor in Council that the Govern- 
ment of India resolution referred to and these notifications have 
been in some districts interpreted as contradictory. I am according- 
ly to authorise you in granting licences in accordance with the 
orders in para. 6 of the resolution to waive the restrictions imposed 
by the Punjab Government notifications of 1922 and 1923. 

17. Punjab^ letter no* 4029 dated the 12th February 1925 , — * * * 

I am directed to say that the orders contained in my letter No. 25754 
dated the 18th November 1924, were not intended to permit an ex- 
tension of the period of six months prescribed by para. 6 of the 
resolution of the Government of India No, P-829-1-22 dated the 3rd 
N ovember 1924, (page 20), but to enable Deputy Commissioners to deal 
with doubtful cases still pending before them. In the circumstances 
explained in the concluding paragraph of your letter, however, the 
Governor in Council agrees to give Deputy Commissioners discre- 
tion to treat, as having been submitted within time, any applications 
for life licences in form XVI which are not so submitted, but for the 
late submission of which a reasonable excuse exists. 

18. Punjab letter no. 4806 dated the 16th February Jm,— The 
orders contained in letter No, 10238, dated the 2nd April 19 i4, were 
not intended to limit the exemption enjoyed under the Indian Arms 
Rules, 1924, by Great Sardars and Jagirdars to particular weapons, 
and that replacements within the limit of the exemption enjoyed in 
each individual case are therefore permissible. No specific orders 
are necessary with regard to other persons enjoying exemption un- 
der Schedule I to the Rules for whom no limit of. possession has 

39 
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been fixed, bufc it may be assumed that in their case also the same 
principle would be followed should occasion arise* 

19. Punjab letter no, 14904 dated the 17th June 192B—K case has 
recently come to the notice of Government in which a burglary at 
the premises of a licensed dealer in arms resulted in the loss of six 
revolvers and a number <of knives. In the course of the ensuing 
police investigation it was observed that the premises^ were not ade- 
quately protected against theft. In this connection I am to 
invite attention to rule (V) of the rules circulated with * [notification 
no. 8408, dated the 5th March 1907 (below)] which requires the police 
to carry out quarterly inspections not only of the stock but also of the 
shops and premises of manufacturers of, and dealers, in 'arms and 
to request that in future these inspections may be made to include 
an examination of the arrangements for the protection of the pre- 
mises against theft, defects in which should be reported to the 
licencing authority concerned without delay. 

20. Punjab notification no. 8408 dated the 5th March The 

following revised rules have been made in supersession of those 
published with notifications no. 943 dated 10th July 1907, no. 15486 
dated 10th May 1922 and no. 23576 dated 9th Oct. 1923. 

Officers to detain arms under section ^—Vide note (7) to section, 6, pages 47. 

II.— Officers to conduct searches under sec. 25— note (1) to sec. 25, page 71. 

III^— Officers to conduct searches under sec. 30 — Vide note (3) to sec. 30, page 75. 

IV^— All persons bolding licences to manufacture, convert, 
sell or keep for sale arms, ammunition or military stores shall 
maintain stock books and accounts of receipts and issues in 
forms A and B of the Appendix to these rules and all persons 
holding licences to sell or keep for sale arms, ammunition or 
military stores shall maintain stock and account books in forms 0 
and D. The pages of these books shall be numbered, and before 
any entries are made, the books shall be exhibited, together with 
the manufacturer’s or dealer’s licence, to the District Magistrate 
or to a Subordinate Magistrate. Such Magistrate will sign the first 
and last pages of each book and seal them with his official seal. 

V. — The shops, premises and stocks of all licensed manufac- 
turers and dealers shall be inspected once in every quarter by a 
police officer not below the rank of Deputy Superintendent. 
In a district in which there is no Assistant or Deputy Superin- 
tendent of Police quarterly inspections may be carried out by an’ 
Inspector. At least one inspection in each year shall be performed 
by the Superintendent of Police, At the time of inspection the 
books shall be initialled by the Inspecting Officer. Any 
irregularity or breach of the rules which may be noticed shall be at 
once reported to the District Magistrate. 

VI. — (1) Whenever a licensee makes a sale of arms, ammunition 
or military stores he shall within 48 hours make a report thereof to 
the Superintendent of Police of the district in which the licensee has 
his place of business, factory or shop and shall in such report state — 

*The sentence within brackets substituted for the words “rule 5 of the rules 
circulated wDh letter no. 913 dated the 10th July 1907/* which has been superseded by 
jiotifioaUon no. 8408 dated the 5th March 1929, shown in para : 19 above. 
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(a) The name, desoripfeion and residence nf the person who 
takes delivery of the article sold ; 

(b) The nature and quantity of the articles sold ; 

(c) The date of sale ; 

.ind such report shall be signed by the licensee. 

(2) Similar details of purchases of arms made by Indian 
Chiefs and Notables of Indian States shall be communicated by the 
Arms Dealer immediately after the transaction direct to tile political 
officer in charge of the State to which the purchaser belongs. Copies 
of the list of Independent and Native States showing the designation 
and address of the political officer-in- charge of them are supplied to 
the District Magistrates and each vendor of arms should be provided 
with a copy. 

VXI. — Under proviso (a) to sub-rule (3) of rule 42 (page 110) 
the Q-overnor in Council is pleased to direct that licences in form 
Xr and form XII may be renewed by the Commissioner of the 
Division in which the licensee resides or carries on business. • 

VIII. — On receiving notice of sale, under clause 2, section 5, 
by a person lawfully possessing arms to any person not prohibited 
from possessing the same, the Magistrate or Police officer may make 
inquiries as to the correctness of the purchaser’s name and address, 
and if necessary obtain a report from the Superintendent of Police 
of the district in which the purchaser lives. 

IX-XIII. — Deposit of Arms. — printed on page 181. 

XIV. — ^Disposal of confiscated Arms. — printed on page 184. 

XV-XVI, — Howards to Informers* — printed on page 186. 

Registers of Licences. 

XVII.— Every District Magistrate shall keep up in form E of 
the Appendix to these rules a register of all licences to manufacture, 
convert, sell or keep for sale any arms, ammunition or military stores 
granted by him or by the Local Government under rule 28 of the 
Indian Arms Rules, 1924, and, shall keep up in form F a register 
of all licences to sell or keep for sale granted by him or by the 
Local Government under the same rule. All Superintendents of 
Police shall keep up similar registers in English. Magistrates 
of districts will supply to their Superintendents of Police copies 
. of all such licences issued by them or by the Local Government. 

The Superintendents of Police will furnish to each officer-iaa- 
charge of a police station copies of extracts, columns numbers (1) to 
(6) giving the names, etc., of persons licensed within his jurisdiction. 

XVIII. — All inspections of the shops, premises and stocks of 
licensed manufacturers and vendors by Inspectors of Police or 
superior officers shall be reported to the District Magistrate and shall 
be entered in the registers. 

XIX,— Registers of licences granted by the EHstrict Magistrate 
or by any Sub-Divisional Magistrate specially empowered by 
the Local Government in that behalf under rules 31, 33, 35 
and 36 of the Indian Arms Rules. 1924, shall be kept up by him in 
forms G. H and I, respectively. Similar registers will be Ijept up in 
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English by the Superintendent of Police to whom the District 
Magistrate or the Sub-Divisional Magistrate specially empowered 
by Local Government will furnish copies of all such licences 
granted by him. The Superintendent of Police will supply each 
offioer4n- charge of a station with an extract giving the parts of' 
each register which congern his jurisdiction. 

XX.— Licensing authorities who receive reports of permanent 
changes in the address of licence holders under condition 11 
of the con(fitions attaching to a licence in form XVI of Schedule 
VIII of the Indian Arms Pules, 1924, shall cancel the relevant entry 
in the registers prescribed by rule XIX above, and inform the 
licensing authority of the district to which the license-holder 
changes his residence accordingly. The latter shall register the 
licence in the manner shown below : — 

“Transferred from the district” 

If subsequent changes of permanent address are intimated to 
the issuing authority he shall transmit the report to the authority 
with whom he arranged the transfer of the licence. 

XXL— All persons enjoying exemption under Schedule I of the 
Indian Arms Rules, 1924, shall furnish to the District Magistrate 
of the district in which they reside, within three months from the 
date of order of exemption, a list showing the number and description 
of arms in their possession and shall thereafter inform the District 
Magistrate in writing of any increase or decrease in such number 
within one month from the date on which such increase or decrease 
takes place. Failure on the part of an exemptee to comply with this 
rule will render him liable to the cancellation of his exemption. No 
fee shall be payable in respect of any communication made by 
an exemptee in accordance with the provisions of this rule. 
\Noie . — Vide note (2) to rule 3 page 81]. 

Every District Magistrate shall maintain a register of such 
arms in the possession of exemptees. 

XXII.— With reference to sub-rule (3) of rule 33 of the Indian 
Arms Rules, J924, the Governor in Council is pleased to direct that 
holders of licences in form XVI, granted in other provinces, and 
having effect in the Punjab shall upon entering any district in the 
Punjab, send their licences to be endorsed by the District Magistrate, 
and shall inform him of the probable period of their stay in his 
^istrict, provided that when the period spent in any district does not 
exceed fourteen days, no endorsement shall be necessary. No fee 
shall be paid in respect of any endorsement made in accordance 
with this order. {Vide note (9) to rule 33, on page 103). 

XXIII. Returns in forms X and L shall be prepared for each 
calendar year and submitted by District Magistrates, through Com- 
missioners, to the Inspector General of Police. 
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Appendix. 

Form A. — Stock book of —son of — » caste— resident of —licensed to manufacture 
converts sell or keep for sale, arms, ammunition or military stores. * 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

F 

a 

9 

10 

11 

nr 

Date. 

' i 

Partioulaes. 

DESCRIPTION. 

Ammunition. 

Military stores, including 
• lead, sulphur, and saltpetre. 

Name and 
address. 

m 

Signature of lioensee. 

Fibb- 

ARUS. 

Other weapons. 

Guns. 

Pistols 

os 

•n 

0 

^ 1 
SO 

Bayonets, 

Daggers, 

Others. 

Jan 1st ... 

Jan 2nd ... 

In Stores — 

Manufactured 

Received 

Disposed of 

In store 

i 








« 



Form B. — Daily sale book of — son of — , caste , readent of — licensed to manufacfture, 
convert, sell or keep for sale arms, ammunition or military stores. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

Date 

Name and 
father’s name 
of purchaser. 

Caste and 
profession 
of 

purchaser 

Residence 

of 

purchaser. 

Articles 

purchased. 

Price. 

Signature of 
purchaser 
and dealer. 


Form G.— Is the same as Form A, except tbat in beading for tbe words ^licensed 
to manufacture/^ etc., read “licensed to sell or keep lor sale," etc., and in column 2 
omit the word “manufacture." 


form D, — Is tbe same as Form B, except tbat in beading for tbe words ^'licensed 
to manufacture/* etc, read “licensed to sell or keep for sale** etc. 
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Form E.— Register of licences to m&nufacture, convert, sell or keep for sale arms 
ammunition or military stores in district. ' 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 

e 

&- 

Ko. 

1 Name of licensee. 

1 

Father’s name, and 
caste and residence. 

Place of businesa. 

Date. 

INSPECTIONS BT 

Remarks. 

Assistant or Deputy 
Superintendent or 
Inspector op Police. 

By 

Magistrate 
of district 
or Superin- 
tendent of 
Police. 

1st 2nd 3rd 4th 


Form F— Is the same ai Form E. except that in heading for “licences to manu- 
facture/* etc., read “licences to sell or keep for sale/' etc. 


Form G.— Register of licences to possess arms, ammunition or military stores granted 
^ under rule 31. 


District- 



S 

9 

10 

The first seven columns 
as in Form H (below). 

Place where 
arms are to 
be kept. 

Term for which 
licence is 
valid. 

Remarks. 


Form H.'— Register of licences granted under rule 33 to possess arms, or ammunition, 
and to go armed for the purposes of sport, protection or display in— district. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

Tahsil 

No. 

Date. 

1 

i 

1 

Name 

of 

1 licenoe- 
j holder. 

Father’s 

name, 

caste, 

etc. 

Residence. 

Number and 
description of 
weapons. 

Rem ABES. 


Form L— -Register of licences granted under rules 35 and 36 to possess arms and • 
ammunition and to go armed for the purpose of destroying wild animals which do 
injury to human beings, cattle or crops in — District. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

1 

5 

1 « 

7 

8 

i 

9 

10 

11 

Tahsil. 

Form and no. 

Date. 

Name of licence- 
holder. 

o 

a 

03 

a CD 

s « 

.d t3 

■S s 

Residence. 

Place for which 
licence is valid. 

Weapon. 

Date of expiry 
of licence. . 

Inspection by Magistrate 
OF weapon and licence. 

f 

Remarks. 

1st 

year. 

1 

2nd 

year. 

3rd 

year. 

4th 

year. 

■ 5th 
year. 
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Form K. Return of licences granted under Act XI of 1878 in the diftrick 
of for the year, 


1 

2 

1 ^ 

4 

5 

6 

7 

Details of licences. 

Number of licences in force 
last year. 

j Operation of 

THE TEAR. 

Number in force at end of 
present year. 

Remarks by Deputy Com* 
mlssloner. 

New licences. 

op 

0 
d 
« 

.2 

1 

0 

a 

0 

I 

00 

J 

"s 

•Ots ' 

fs 

|s 

1. In form VII to transport arms, 
ammunition or military stores. 

2. In form IX to manufacture, convert, 
sell or keep. 

3. In form X to keep and sell. 

4. Id from XIV for the possession of 
arms. 

5. In form XV for the possession and 
use for targe t-praotice. 

6. In form XVI to possess arms or am< 
munition and to go armed for purpos- 
es of sport, protection or display. 

7. In form XVIII for the destruction of 
wild animals which do injury to 
human beings and cattle. 

8. In form XIX for destruction of 
wild animals doing injury to crops 
and cattle. 

9. In form XX for going armed on a 
journey in or through any province. 

1 

1 


1 


« 

i 

• 

« 


S 


a 

.2 

*3 

OD 

a 

a 

d 


aa 






Form L. — Annual statement of 
district of 


tbe operation or 
-""for the year. 







17 

18 

19 


4 5l 


8 910 


11 


12 


13 


U 


15 


16 


2okl'g2{23| 21 1 2S 


NUMBER OF PBK80NS PUNISHED 
UNDER 


Section 19, fob 

OFFENCE UNDER. 


d § 

.2 o 

«3 CD 

O « 
I s 
SQ 


M ^ o S 
d QB A O 
d* fl O* BO 

'm~-2 §■! 

I § ^2' 

5 q.ts 
O •r* 0 
q d & OB 

dado 

o *S O fl 
is DO o " 
4» ca M a 

o-a o o 
® o ft « 
lOO 


0 d 
► 
rim 

bo«a 
o 
O J2 
^ d 

sg* 

d h 


B d 

s 

' 5 d 

g S c 

.2 b:;3 

®-d « 

3Q 


NUMBER AND DESCEIP. 
TION OF WEAPONS 
CONFISCATED. 


O 

CQ j 


13 O 

5-g 


This return will be submitted yearly through the Comr. to the I. G, of Police 

Dy. Comr. 

Form M.— Printed on page 181, 







312 Roles Ebla.ting to Railwa.t Lands, Punjab States. 

Rules relating to railway lands in certain States in Punjab. 

Foreign and Political departments Notification No. SdS-1, dated ^ the 2nd July 
iB2i /—Whereas the Governor General in Council has full and exclusive power and 
jurisdiction of every kind over the lands lying within the States specified in the second 
column of the Schedule hereto annexed which are, or may hereafter be occupied 
by the Railways specified in the first column of the said Schedule (including the 
lands occupied by station, by outbuildings and for other railway purposes), and over 
all persons and things whatsoev^ir within the said lands % 

In exercise of the powers conferred by the Indian (Foreign Jurisdiction) Orders 
in Council, 1902, and of all other powers enabling him in that behalf, the Governor 
General in Council is pleased to provide as follows for the administration of justice 
within the said lands. 

PART 1.“^ Criminal Jurisdiction. 

For the purposes of Criminal Jurisdiction, except, in proceedings against 
European British subjects the following arrangements shall be made, namely 

Within the lands occupied by the Railways as aforesaid, the officers and 
Court mentioned in the corresponding entries in the third, fourth and fifth columns 
of the schedule shall exercise, respectively— 

(a) the powers of District Magistrate including all powers conferable on a 
District Magistrate, 

(b) the powers of a Court of Session, and 

m (c) thegower of a High Court, 

as described in the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898, as for the time being in force 
in the said lands. 

For the purpose of Civil Jurisdiction the following arrangements shall be made, 
naoiefy : — 

Within the lands occupied by the railways, as aforesaid, the officers and the 
Court mentioned in the corresponding entries in the sixth and seventh columns of the 
Schedule shall exercise, respectively, for all purposes connected with the administra’* 
tion of civil justice : — 

(а) the powers of a District Court, and 

(б) the powers of the High Court, 

as described in the Punjab Courts Act, 1918, as for the time being in force. 

II. The notification of the Government of India in the Foreign Department, 
No. 516 I. B, dated the 17th March 1913, so far as It relates to the Railway lands 
in the Baghat and Eeonthal States is hereby cancelled. 

Provided that all civil and criminal proceedings pending at the date of this 
notification shall be carried on as if this notification had not been issued. 


Schedule, 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

Railway. 

State. 

Cbiminal Jurisdiction. 

Civil Juris- 
diction. 

District 
Magistrate 
with powers 
conferable 
under section 
30 of the Code 
of Criminal 
Procedure 
1898. 

Court of 
Session. 

I 

! 

High 

Court. 

i 

District 

Court. 

High 

Court. 

North-Western 

Railway 

System, 

KalksH 

Simla 

Rail- 

way. 

Baghat 
Keon- 
thal. { 

The Assistant 
superinten- 
dent of the 
Simla-Hill 
States. 

The 

Superin- 
tendent 
of the 
Simla- 
Hill 
States. 

The High 
Court of 
Judica- 
ture at 
Lahore. 

The 

Superin- 
tendent 
of the 
Simla- 
Hill 
States. 

The High 
Court of 
Judica- 
ture at 
Lahore. 
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2. Foreign and Political Department, Notification No. 344-L, dated the 2nd July 
1034 : — Whereas the Governor-Greneral-in-Council has full and exclusive power and 
jurisdiction of every kind over the Railway Lands specified in notification No. 343-1, 
dated the 2ad July 1924, and over all persons and things whatsoever within the said 
lands 

In exercise of the powers conferred by the Indian (Foreign Jurisdiction) Order 
in Council, 1902, and of all other powers enabling him in that behalf, the Governor- 
General-in-Oouncil is pleased to apply to the said lands (hereinafter styled “The 
Railway Lands”) the enactments specified in the schedule hereto annexed in 
so far as the same may be applicable hereto and subject to any amendments to 
which the enactments are for the time being subject in British India. 

Provided, first, that the enactments as so applied references to a Local 
Government shall be read as referring to the Governor of the Punjab in Council, 
references to a High Court as referring to the High Court of judicature at Lahore, 
and except where the context or the modifications hereinafter referred to other- 
wise require, references to British India or to a province or the territories subject 
to a Local Government as referring to the Railway Lands. 

Provided, secondly, that the further modifications and restrictions set forth 
in the said Schedule shall be made in the said enactments as so applied. 

Provided, thirdly, that for the purposes of facilitating the application of th^ said 
enactments any Court in the Railway Lands may construe the provisions thereof 
and any notifications, orders, rules, forms or by-laws thereunder, with such altera- 
tions, not affecting the substance, as may be necessary or proper to adapt them to 
the matter before the Court. • 

Provided, fourthly, that subject to the provisions of this notification the Gover- 
nor of the Pun jib in Council may direct by what officer any authority or power under 
the said enactments shall be exercisable. 

11. The nofeifioatiion of the Government of India in the Foreign Department, 
No. 517-1. B., dated the 17th March 1913, in its application to the Railway Lands 
in the Baghat and Keonthal States, is hereby cancelled. 

Provided that all civil and criminal proceedings pending at the date of this 
notification shall be carried on as if this notification had not been issued but that 
save as aforesaid, all proceedings commenced, officers appointed or authorised, juris- 
dictions or powers conferred or confirmed, notifications published, rules made, orders 
passed, and things done under any of the enactments specified in the notification 
hereby supersjeded in the Railway Lands, shall, so far as may be, deemed to have 
been respectively, commenced, appointed, or authorised, conferred 'or confirmed, 
published, made, passed and done under the corresponding enactments specified 
in this notification. 


Enactments applied 

* * 


SCHEDULE. 


Further modifications and restrictions. 

* ♦ * * * 


The Indian Arms 
Act, 1878, (XI of 
1878). 


•* » 


After section 33 the following section shall 
be inserted. 

34, Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act, 
the Governor-General' in Council may, by notification in the 
Gazette of India %o %)ie railway lands any rules under 

the Indian Arms Act, 1878, for the time being in force in 
British India, subject to any amendments to which such rules 
are for the time being subject in British India, and with such 
modifications or restrictions as may be specified in the noti- 
fication, and any rules so applied gjiall have effect in the 
railway lands as if made under this Act. 

» « * * * * 


3. Foreign and Political Department notification No. B4o-Lt dated the 
2nd July .--“Whereas the Governor-General- in- Council has full and exclusive 
power and jurisdiction of every kind over the lands lying within the^S^ates speci- 
fied in the second column of the Schedule hereto anrftxed which are, or may 
hereafter be, occupied by the Railways specified in the fi.rst column of the said 

40 
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Schedule (including the lands occupied by staions, by outbuildings and for other rail- 
way purposes), and over all persons and things whatsoever within the said lands : 

In exercise of the powers conferred by the Indian (Foreign Jurisdiction) Order 
in Council, 190^, and of ail other powers enabling him in that behalf, the Governor 
in Council is pleased to provide as follows for the administration of justice within 
the said lands. 


PART L— Criminal Jurisdiction. 

For the purpose of Criminal Jurisdiction, except in proceedings against Euro- 
pean British subjects, and person Jointly charged with European British subjects, the 
following arrangements shall be made, namely : — 

Within the lands occupied by the Bailways as aforesaid, the officers and the 
Court mentioned in the corresponding entries in the third, fourth and fifth columns ;of 
Schedule shall exercise, respectively— 

{a) the powers of District Magistrate including all powers conferable on a 
District Magistrate. 

(b) the powers of a Court of Session, and 
p (c) the powers of a High Court, 

as described in the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1923, as for the time being in force 
in the said lands. 


* PART II -Civil Jurisdiclon. 

For the purposes of Civil Jurisdiction the following arrangements shall be 
made, namely 

Within the lands occupied by the Railways, as foresaid, the officers and the 
Court mentioned in the corresponding entries in the sixth and seventh columns of the 
Schedule shall exercise, respectively, for all purposes connected with the adminis- 
tration of Civil Justice— 

(a) the powers of a District Court, and 

[b) the powers of the High Court, 

as described in the Punjab Court Act, 1918, as for the time being in fi)roe, 

IL The notification of the Government of India in the Foreign Department 
No. 516-1, B. dated the 17th March 1913, in so far as it has not already been cancel- 
led, is cancelled hereby. 

Provided that all civil and criminal proceedings pending at the date of 
this notification shall be carried on as if this notification had not been issued. 
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SCHEDULE. 


Bailway. 


Bombay, 
Baroda & 
Central 
India Ry. 
System. 

1. Rajputana 
Malwa 
Railway. 


Hewari 

Phulera Chord* 

Jodhpur- 

Bikaner 

Railway 

System. 

2, Jodhpur- 
Bikaner 
Railway. 

Bhatinda 

Bikaner 

frontier. 

r 

1 

3. Kalka-Simla 
Railway. 


North- 
Western 
Railway i 
System. 


B. I.Ry. 
System 


4 Ludhiana 
Lhuri- 
Jakhal By. 
Ludhiana- 
Maler-Rotla 
Prontier 
near Lacche- 
Baddi, 
Maler-Kotla 
Prontier 
Jakhal, 

5. Rajputana 
Bhatinda 
Railway, 

Rajpura- 

Bhm-i. 

Lhuri- 

Bhatinda. 

6. Southern 
Punjab Ry. 

Main-line 

Gaddarhaha- 
Budhlada. 
Budhlada- 
Jiud frontier 
near Lchana. 
Jind frontier 
near Uchana 
Karainthi, 
Naneana- 
Kaithal Br. 

7. Jullundur 
Doab Ry. 

8. Phagwara- 
Rahon Ity. 

9. Jind- 
Panipat Ry. 


State. 


, Nabba, 
Patiala. 


Patiala, 


Patiala 


Maler 

Kotla. 


Patiala. 

Nabha, 

Jind. 


[Patiala. 

Nabha, 

Patiala. 

Nabha. 


Patiala. 

Patiala. 

•lind. 

[Patiala. 

Kapur-I 

thala. 

Kapur- 

thala. 

Jind. 


District Magis- 
trate with 
powers confer- 
able under 
section 30 of 
the Code of 
Criminal Proce-| 
dure, 1898. 


The Dy. Com- 
missioner. 
Gurgaon 


The Dy. Com- 
missioner 
Perozepur. 


The Assistant 
Supdt. oi the 
Simla-Hill 
States. 


. The Deputy 
Commissioner 
Ludhiana, 


The Deputy 
Commissioner, 
Ambala. 

The Dy. Corar, 
Ludhiana. 


The Dy. Comr. 
Perozepur, 
The Deputy 
Commissioner, 
Rohtak, 


The Dy. Comr. I 
Karnal. 


! The Dy. Com- 
missioner, 
JTullundar. 


The Deputy 
Commissionerj 
Karnal. 


Ceiminal JuRisnrcTioir. 




Court of Session. 


The Agent to the Governor- 
General, Punjab States, and 
such person holding the 
office of 1st Assistant to the 
said Agent to the Governor- 
General as the local Govern- 
ment of the Punjab, with the 
concurrence of the High 
Court of Judicature at 
Lahore, may appoint by 
waweinthis behalf, and in 
the areas in which in pui-su- 
anceof this notification the 
Deputy Commissioner of a 
District exercises the powers 
of a District Magistrace, the 
District Judge of that 
District 

The Superintendent of the 
SImla-Hill States. 


The same a.s the first entry 
in this column with the 
omission of the words *‘by 
name.*’ 


The Commissioner, Jullunder 
Divi.sion, 


The same as the first (top) 
entry in this column with 
the omission of the words 
**by name.” 


Civil Jitkispic- 
Tioir. 


District Court. 


The same as 
in column 4. 


The Superin- 
tendcmtof the 
Simla-Hill 
States. 


The same as 
in the first 
entry in 
column 4, 
with the 
omission of 
the words 
’byname.* 


The Comr. 
Jullundur 
Division. 


The same as 
the first ftopi 
entry m 
column 4 
with the 
omission of 
thevi#ds 
“by name.*' 


High Court. I 
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4, Foreign and Political Department notification No. S46-I dated the 2nd 
July Whereas the G-overnor-General in Council has full and exclusive power 

and jurisdiction of every kind over the Railway Lands specified in notification No. 
345-1, dated the 2nd July 1924, and over all persons and things whatsoever within 
the said lands : 

In exercise of the powers c^>nferred by the Indian (Foreign Jurisdiction) Order 
in Council, 1902, and of all other powers enabling him in that behalf the Governor- 
General in Council is pleased to apply to the said lands (hereinafter styled "The 
Railway Lands”) the enactments specified in the Schedule hereto annexed, in so 
far as the same may be applicable thereto and subject to any amendments to which 
the enactments are for the time being subject in British India : 

Provided, first, that in the enactments as so applied references to a local 
Government shall be read as referring to the Agent to the Governor-General, Punjab 
States, references to a High Court as referring to the High Court of Judicature at 
Lahore ; and except where the context or the modifications hereinafter referred to 
otherwise require, references to British India or to a province or the territories subject 
to a local Government as referring to the Railway Lands. 

Provided, secondly, that the further modifications and restrictions set forth 
in the said Schedule shall be made in the said enactments as so applied. 

•Provided, *?;hirdly, that for the purpose of facilitating the application of the 
said enactments any Court in the Railway lands may construe the provisions thereof, 
and any notifications, orders, rules, forms or bye-laws thereunder, with such altera- 
tions, not affecting the substance, as may be necessary or proper to adapt them 
to thff matter before the Courts. 

Provided, fourthly, that subject to the provisions of this notification, the Agent 
to the Governor-General may direct by what officer any authority or power under 
the said enactments shall be exercisable. 

11. The notification of the Government of India in the Foreign Department 
No. 517 I. dated the 17th March 1913, so far as it has not already been cancelled, is 
cancelled hereby. 

Provided that all civil ^nd criminal proceedings pending at the date of this 
notification shall be carried ®n as if the notification had not been issued but that, 
save as aforesaid, all proceedings commenced, officers appointed or authorised, 
jurisdiction or powers conferred or confirmed, notifications published, rules made, 
orders passed and things done under any of the enactments specified in the notifica- 
tion hereby superseded in the Railway Lands, shall so far as may be, be deemed to 
have been, respectively, commenced, appointed or authorized, conferred or confirmed, 
published, made, passed and done under the corresponding enactments specified in 
the notification. 


Enactments applied. 
* * 

The Indian Arms 
Act, 1878, (XI of 
J878). 


SCHEDULE. 

Further modifications and restrictions, 

* * * # * 

After section 33 the following section shall be 
inserted. 


34. Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act, 
the Governor (general in Council may, by notification in the 
Gazette of India^ apply to the railway lands any rules under 
Uie Indian Arms Act, 1878, for the time being in force in 
British India, subject to any amendments to which such 
rules are for the time being subject in British India and with 
such modifications or restrictions, as may be specified in the 
notification, and any rules so applied shall have effect jn the 
^ railway lands as if made under this Act. 

5. Foreign and Political BepU Notn. No. 6S-I., dated the mh Jan. mS. 

powers conferred by section 34 of the Indian Arms Act, 1878 (XI of 
Pnii specified in the notification in the For. and 

the 2nd July 1924, the Governor-General in Council is 
wont Arms Rules, 1924, to the said lands subject to any amend- 

British India, and subject also to the 
modifications specified in the first proviso to the notification in the For. and Poll. 
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Pept- No. 346-1, dated the 2nd July 1924, and to such further modifioatlons, not 
affecting the substance, as may be iiooessary or proper to adapt the said rules to the 
said lands. The notification of the Govt, of India in the For. Dept. No. 851-D. dated 
the 28th March 1913, so far as it has not already been cancelled is hereby cancelled. 

Local Rules and Ordbrs.-^[ Delhi].* 

L Notn. No. 600, dated the ist Feb. 1915, as amended by Nofcn. No. 1973 dated 
the 25th March 1915.— Under section 17 (o) of the Indian Arms Act, XI of 1878, the 
Chief Commissioner of Delhi has made the following additions to the rules published 
with the Punjab Govt. Notu. No. 943, dated the XOth July 1907, (Page 303 ante^i 

To Rule IX add : — 

Note I, Every second page of register forms B. and D is perforated for 
extraction. 

The pages of these registers are numbered series of two consecutive pages 
bearing the same number, the second of which is perforated for extraction. 

When a sale is completed it is entered on the first page of the series, a simul- 
taneous entry on the second page being secured by means of carbon paper. When a 
page has been completed the perforated duplicate should be torn out and forwarded 
to the Superintendent of Police. o 

II. On receipt of a record of sale prepared in accordance with note I the 
Superintendent of Police should verify by personal investigation or by inquiry from 
Superintendent of Police or Political Agent within whose charge the purchaser 
resides, whether the weapon is in the possession of the purchaser, and whethir he is 
lawfully entitled to possess it. 

III. The purchase of arms by residents of Native States should be reported to 
the Personal Assistant to the Chief Commissioner of Delhi by letter on the day on 
which the purchase is made. The letter should state the name and residence of the 
purchaser and the name of the Native State in which he resides. 

Letter No. 107B, dated the %9th Feb, Chief 

Commissioner is pleased to lay down the following standard for the 
reasonable amount of ammunition which may be possessed by 
persons licensed to possess firearms in the Delhi Province : — 

(1) In the case of short guns or *22 bore or target rifles— No limit. 

(2) In the case of revolvers ... ... 100 rounds. 

(3) In the case of rifies ... ... - 200 rounds per rifle. 

(2) Any person who can prove that he needs more than lOO 
rounds for a revolver or 200 rounds for a rifle may be given a licence 
for a larger number at the discretion of the District Magistrate. 

(3) At the time, of the purchase of revolver and rifle ammuni- 
tion the licence should invariably be produced, 

3. Leaden bullets, bird-shot and sulphur —Ffdc note (30) to Schedule II, 
page 140. 

4. Registration of arms by exempted.— note (3) on page 81, 
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BIHAR AND Orissa Rules and Orders. 

1. Rules under section 16 of the Act . — Vide page 182. 

2. Form prescribed under the above Rule.— Similar to Bombay form on page 179. 

3. Letter N 0 . 428— 32-P., dated the 15th July 1920. — With refe- 
pence to the corfespond^nce resting with your letter No.* * * 
dated the * * * December 1916, I am directed to say that the 
Local Government have considered the following questions 

(1) The reasonable quantities to be prescribed as the limits 
on the possession of arms’ by persons of approved character and 
status as defined in paragraph 4, sub-clauses (4) and (6) of the Re- 
solution of the Home Dept. no. 2125-0., dated the 21st March 1919, 
(page 1). Whether different limits should be prescribed for different 
classes included within that description. 

(2) The Lieutenant-Governor in Council has decided that one 
rifle and one shot gun is a reasonable quantity for all applicants. 
The maximuyfn quantity of ammunition to be possessed by the 
licensee at one time will be 1,000 for shot gun and 100 cartridges 
for ball. He does not consider that different limits should be pres- 
cribed for different classes included in the category of persons of 
apprcy/ed character and status, but the grant of licences in excess 
of this limit should be left to the discretion of the District Magis- 
trate, The District Officers may be informed that they are expected 
to use their discretion in each case so that the number of arms or 
quantity of ammunition for which a licence is given to any applicant 
may not be clearly in excess of what is reasonable in view of his cir- 
cumstances and position in life. The Local Government think that 
before licences for more than two rifles or four shot guns are granted 
by the District Officer the matter should be specially reported to the 
Commissioner so that he may be in a position to check any indis- 
creet use of his powers by a District Officer. 

(3) As regards revolvers and pistols the attention of all District 
Officers should be specially invited to paragraph 4 (7) the Home De- 
partment Resolution mentioned above (page 3). It should be clearly 
understood that licences for revolvers and pistols are not to be issued 
to all applicants who are of approved character and status but only 
to those who can show circumstances of real necessity. District 
Officers should not hesitate to refuse applications for such licences 
when they consider that the necessity for the possession of such 
weapons has not been established. 

4 Notn» No. dOO-P, dated the 20tli July 1921 . — Under the pro- 
viso in column 3 of item 1 of Schedule II the prohibitions and direc- 
tions contained in section 5 of the^ Indian Arms Act, 1878, are im- 
posed in respect of swords, sword-sticks and daggers in all districts 
in the province and it is declared that no person in any dist]:ict 
within the province shall manufacture, convert or sell or keep, offer or 
expose for sale the^said weapons, except under a licence and in the 
manner and to the extent permitted thereby. Provided that this 
notification shall not prevent any person from selling any sword 
sword-stick or dagger which he lawfully possesses for his own pri- 
vate use to any person who is not by any enactment for the time 
being intorce prohibited from possessing the same. 
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5 Cir No, 4236-40 P.i dated the 2lth July 192 L (1) I am directed 
to refer to the correspondence resting with your letter No, * * * dated 
the * * on the subject of the registration of rifles, revolvers and 
pistols in the possession of person exempted under Schedule I of 
Indian Arms Buies, 1920. • 

(3) The Local G-overnment have decided that such persons 
should be required to register annually all rifles, revolvers and 
pistols in respect of which they are exempted. A copy of an order 
giving effect to this decision is enclosed. ‘A copy of the order should 
be sent by the District Magistrate to each exempted person in his 
district. At the same time he should explain to them the reasons 
why Government consider registration to be essential. These reasons 
are that in the event of a revival of anarchical conspiracies it would 
be necessary to know where arms are which would be useful to dis- 
affected persons and would be in danger of being seized by them. 
Further it will be easier to trace the history of a stolen arms 
which may be found with revolutionaries, and in tfie case T>f a 
serious outbreak the authorities will be in a position to know what 
resources they have in the way of effective firearms in possession 
of persons of undoubted loyalty. * 

6. Order doled the 27th July Under proviso (6) of sub- 

section (1) of rule 3 of the Indian Arms Rules, every person exem- 
pted under the provisions of Schedules I of the said rules shall reg- 
ister in the manner described below all rifles, revolvers and 
pistols in respect of which he is exempted from the operation of any 
provision of the Indian Arms Act, Every such persons shall, between 
the 1st of November and the 31st of December in each year, submit 
to the District Magistrate of the district in which^heis ordinarily 
resident a return in the annexed Form contianing particulars of all 
such rifles, revolvers and pistols. 



Rule 2, page 80. 

8. Cir. No. 22SS-8S-P., dated the 29th March 1924. para 7—1 am 
also to invite your attention to the addition made to condition 11 
in licence Form XVI, in accordance with proviso (c) to rule 42 (S) 
of the new rules, under which a licensee may in case of any chaise 
of .bis residence get the licence renewed by the nearest licensing 
authority, if renewal becomes necessary. In cas^ of such renewals 

the renewing authority is required, under the rule, to report to the 

authority who granted the licence the fact of renewal and the period 
of its vilidity. Mo provision has however, been inade in the rules 
for .keeping the renewing authority informed of any 
changes of address, in the event of the licencf-holder remeving to 
another place, after renewal. The G-overnor in Council desires 
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that there should be such an adJifeional check, so that the register 
of arms possessed within the jurisdiction of a licensing authority 
may be maintained as accurately as possible, I am accordingly to 
request that the ^rantin^ authority should also be instructed to 
report any information secured as to change of residence to all 
subsequent renewing authorities, of whose existence the former 
will necessarily be aware. 

9. Oh\ No. ^518'-2S-P., dated the 91 h April 1924.'— -1 am directed 
to refer to Mr. Shearer’s le^-ter No, 4236 — 40-F. dated the 27th July 
1921, regarding the registration of rifles, revolvers and pistols 
in the possession of exempted persons, and to say that the Governor 
in Council has now been pleased to decide that such registration 
should in future be extended to all firearms in the possession of 
persons exempted under Schedule I to the Indian Arms Rules, 1924. 
His Excellency in Council consider that it would suffice if every 
exemptee Wjpre required to furnish the District Magistrate with in- 
formation as to all the firearms in his possession. 

(2) I am to say that in order to make the system effective it 
will be necessary for the District Magistrate to send the Perm 
prescribed in the letter under reference by the 1st of November 
each year to each exempted person in their districts requiring him 
to return it duly filled up before the 31st December. It will pro- 
bably save trouble, if the first return were submitted by exemptees 
in duplicate and one copy were sent out by District Magistrates to 
them merely for correction in subsequent years. 

10. Cii\ No 2B12-12-P.. dated the 9th April 1924. — In continua- 
tion of paragraph 6 of my Circular No. 2283— "88-!E., dated the 29th 
March 1921, regarding the administration of the Indian Arms Act, 
1878, and in supersession of the orders contained in Mr. Shearer’s 
letter No. 1454 — 58-P. R. dated the 13th September 1921, so far as 
they relate to the limitation of the quantity of ammunition to be 
possessed by licensees, I am directed to say that the Governor in 
Council has now been pleased to*decide that no limit of ammunition 
should be fixed in the case of shot guns, '22 bore or target rifles, 
but tliat^ in the case of revolvers a limit of 100 rounds and in the 
case of rifles a limit of 200 rounds per weapon should be ordinarily 
fixed. His Excellency in Council leaves it to the discretion of 
licensing officers to exceed these maxima in exceptional cases when 
tfie applicant can prove to the satisfaction of the licensing officer 
that he actually needs a larger number. I am to request that the 
orders may be communicated to all licensing authorities. 

11. Letter No. 90—94-P. jT., dated the 20th April 1925. — I am 
directed to refer to the Hon’ble Mr. Hammond’s letter No. 2518 — 
23-P., dated the 9fch April 1924, and to say that the local Goyern- 
ment have decided that persons who hold life certificates of exemp- 
tion should b© required to furnish the District Magistrate with 
information regarding the firearms in their possession in the same 
way as other exemptees. 

12. Letter no, 3022-42 P. dated the 20th April 1925. — I am directed 
to say«tteit it has b^en brought to the notice of the local Government 
that licenses granted in Forms XIII, XVI, XVIII and XTX covering 
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rifles and pistols frequently do not contain a sufficient description 
of the weapon for which the licence is granted. In particular it 
is essential that when a Magistrate grants a licence for a single 
barrel rifle or pistol, he should make it plain on the licence whether 
the weapon is a repeating or automatic rifle or an ajitomatic pistol. 
The omission of such details involves unnecessary correspondence, 
I am accordingly to request that you will have the description of 
the weapon clearly specified in the appropriate column of all 
licences issued by you in future. 

13. Letter no. S231-P. ^R. dated tM 25th September 1925 . — 
I am directed to say that in modification of the orders contained in 
para. 7 of letter No. 2283 — 88-P., dated the 29th March 1924, the 
Governor in Council has decided that when the holder of a licence 
in Form XVI of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924, changes his address 
permanently he should, after the expiry of the existing licenc, be 
granted a fresh licence in the new district where he resides and 
should not continue to be borne in the register of licensees of the 
district he has left. The Magistrate of the district in •which the 
fresh licence is granted will then be in the position of the granting 
authority for the purpose of checking renewals. The licensee will, 
however, pay the renewal fee only on his fresh licence. A counjier- 
foil regiter should be maintained in the annexed Form* by each 
licensing authority and when such a licence is granted intimation 
should be given to the office of the original issue for cancellation 
of the counterfoil maintained in that office. If any doubt arises 
as to the permanent change of residence the criterion shall be that 
when a licensee presents his licence for renewal for a second time 
in a district other than that in which it was granted he shall be 
held to have taken up permanent residence in that district. 


Counterfoil. *Fonn No. XVI. ^ (Rule 33), 

Serial No Licence for the possession of arms and ammunition and for going 

sport 

armed for the purpose of protection. 


display 

Serial number of licence. 

Name, description and residence of licensee and agent, (if any). 

f Description- 

Arms or ammunition that licensee is entitled to possess, j 

CQuantity— 


I 

Retainers (if any) covered by the licence. -j 

District or place within which the licence is valid 
Date on which the licence expires. 

I (Signature) 

The 1 19 . 3 Magistrate of the- 


( Name of retainer— 

Name of retainer's father — 
Address of retainer — 

Arms or ammunition that 
retainer is entitled to 


“District. 


Description — 
Quantity— 


FovTfi foT th>B Tenewdl of the licence. 


Date on which 
the renewed 
licence 
expires. 

Signature of 
the Magte. of 
the 

District. 

Date and 
year of 
renewal. 

Date on which 
the renewed 
licence 
expires. 


Date and 
year 
of 

renewal 


Signature of 
Magte. of 
the 

District 

.. . r — 


41 
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14, Letter no, S16M-67 P, R. dated 7th October 1926,— 1 am 
directed to refer * * and to communicate the following 

instructions with reference to conditions 2 and 7 in licence 
Forms IX and XII of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924, 

(1) Each licensee shall maintain a register of sale of all arms ammunition and 
military stores in Fo!tm A. '' 

(ii) Each licensee shall submit in Form B, a monthly return of all sales, to the 
District Magistrate, through the Superintendent of Police. 

(iii) Each licensee shall report to the District Magistrate, through the Superin- 
tendent of Police in Form 0, on the day of sales, all sales of rifles, pistols and revolvers, 
and of rifle cartridges in excess pf 25, of pistol and revolver cartridges in excess of 50,* 
and of smooth-bore cartridges or cases in excess of 500. 

(tv) If sales of any arms ar ammunition are made to persons not resident in 
the district in which the licensed dealer resides, he shall report within three days the 
sale in the form in Annexure 0 to the District Magistrate of the district in which the 
purchaser resides. The dealer shall also keep a duplicate copy of the report and shall 
submit it to the District Magistrate of his district, through the Superintendent of 
Police, with the monthly return of all sales prescribed under condition (w). 

i^ofe—The report must be made of all arms and ammunition irrespective of the 
quantity sold. If the arms of the nature specified in condition or if the ammuni- 
tioiv is of the-quality prescribed in that condition an immediate report must be made 
as prescribed in this condition. 

(2) The Superintendent of Police will verify all sales reported 
under item (iii) above, and will note the verification done on each sale 
rep6rt before forwarding it to the District Magistrate. It is un- 
necessary to verify other sales, or the monthly returns (which are to 
be forwarded to the District Magistrate).— (3) The monthly returns 
should be totalled up for each licensee at the end of, the year, and the 
totals entered in a district statement. The actual monthly returns 
should be preserved for two years only.— (4) the forms will be standar- 
dized, after which printed copies may be obtained, on indent, from the 
Deputy Superintendent, Government Printing in charge of the Press, 
and Forms Department at Gaya, in ordinary course. They should 
be supplied to all licensees free of cost, 
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Schedule III, Executive Form No. 176— B. 

Return of the stock and sales of arms, ammunition and military stores 
Month Year- 


DESCBIPTION OP I 

ABMS, AMMUNITION 

and Military 
Stores. 

S. B.= Single-Bar- 
relled. 

D. B.= Double-Bar- 
relled. 

M. L.= Breech-Load- 
ing. 

B. L.= Muzzle-Load- 
ing. 


•s§ 

§ ©"S 

014a g 

I'g'S ^ 
0.2 
'a“S.! 

, P a*w 


+» S 

. pH O 

S .p 

P 03 q 

0*0 o 

(S 43 

I'S §*s 

i d p 


Number and] 
quantity 

PURCHASED 
in INDIA 
during the 
MONTH. 


Il2i 


O TJ 


'm'O TO 

^.2 « 


(а) Fire-arms 
Rifles I 

(i) S. B. 

(ii) D, B. 

(h) Guns 

(i) S.B. M.L. ... 

(ii) D. B. M. L. ... 

(iii) S. B.B. L. ... 

(iv) D.B,B.L. ... 
( 0 ) Combined Rifle 

and shot-gun ... 

(d) Revolvers 

(e) Pistols 

(б) Other arms;— 
Swords 
Daggers 

Sword-sticks ... 

(c) Ammunition- 
Loaded Rifle cart- 
ridges 

Loaded cartridges 
for guns 

Loaded cartridges 
for revolvers and 
pistols 

Empty cartridge 
• oases 
Gunpowder 
Percussion caps ... 

(d) Military stores:— 
Sulphur 

Leaden Bullets .. 
Leaden Bird-shot., 


rS « • 

' 2 0 X 1 

l-ola 

© sol 

'|i| 


rq 

43 © 

Ojrt 


Number and! 
quantity 

SOLD— 


73 m 


o.Si 


*-• o . 

■g © o 

2 o 

2 tiH 

O'® §{§ 
” — 4 * o 

i 


10 i 11 


Bdte 


Signed 


Licensee 


To 


The District Magistrate of- 
Thro’ The Supdt. of Police- 



324) Loual Rules and Oedbrs [Bihar and Orissa]. 

SCHEDULE III. EXECUTIVE FORM NO. 177.— C.— 

From 

To 
Sir, 


Patna, - 


-192 


The District Magis<-rate- 


- (Through the Superintendent of Police.) 


We sold on the to (name and father’s name) ^ 

(residence)- holder of licence no granted by the District 


Magistrate * 


-the following 


(i) Arms 

Kind of arm- 


Description (including bore), 
(ii) Ammunition : 

Number 

Cartridges (loaded)—— — 


(unloaded- 


Bore, (Mention whether rifle, revolver, 
pistol or shot gun) 

Yours faithfully, 

Signature of dealer. 


No. 

Office of the Superintendent of Police. 

Forwarded to the Supt. of Police for favour of verification and return. 

2. It is requested that this reference be forwarded to the authorities concerned 
if the purchaser has left the jurisdiction. 


— Signature. 

Supt. of Police. 
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North-West Frontier Province— Local Rules and Orders. 


1. N.'-W. F, P. — Cir. no. 1048 — dated the 19th March 
1923. — The Government of India has requested the Chief Commis- 
sioner to issue orders that licences for pistols and revolvers should 
be given only in cases of real necessity and to persons of approved 
character. You are requested to act accordingly. 


2. Letter no, 711 — dated the 21st ^July^ 1920,— (1) The 
Chief Commissioner has issued the following instructions for 
guidance on the question of the licensing of privately owned rifles. 

(2) Under the most recent orders of the Government of India 
embodied in notification no. 1296 of 9th July 1920, it would appear 
that District Magistrates are now legally empowered to issue 
licenses for rifles without reference to higher authority. The Chief 
Commissioner, however, considers it important that there should be 
some central check on the issue of such licences and desires that, 
in future, lists of all persons to whom it is proposed to grant licences 
for rifles shall be referred to him by District Magistrates beforS they 
are actually issued. 


(3) This has been the practice generally in this Province but 
certain special rules were made for the districts of Bannu and Dera 
Ismail Khan. In 1916 owing to the disturbed state of the Border, 
Sir George Eoos-Keppel empowered the Deputy Commissioners of 
Bannu and Dera Ismail Khan to grant licences without previous 
reference to him for the possession of rifles, provided that they 
were purchased from across the border or from Powindahs in the 
districts by persons of good standing who would execute a written 
undertaking for their proper custody. In this office letter no. 210-B. 
of the 23rd December 1918, however, Sir George expressed a wish 
that the number of licences so granted should be considerably 
reduced, but the general authority for District Magistrates to issue 
such licences without reference to the Chief Commissioner was not 
definitely revoked. The present letter is to be considered now as 
definitely i evoking the special authority given in the Bannu and 
Dera Ismail Khan Districts, and the issue of licences for rifles will 
require the Chief Commissioner’s sanction throughout the whole 
province. At the same time all licences granted prior to the issue 
of this letter will be considered valid. 


As regards rifle ammunitioii clause 6 of the conditions attached 
to licences in Form XIII, [now Form XVI], for the possession of 
arms, lays down that the holder shall not purchase ammunition in 
excess of the maximum which may from time to time be Axed by 
the local government. No maximum, however, has as yet been 
fixed. It should now be treated, in the case of 

per rifle, and this figure should be endorsed by the District 
Magistrate on licences. This endorsement will give authority for 
one purchase only, and it will be for District Magistrates to add e. 
fresh endorsement on the application of the holder if he can satisfy 
them that his former stock has been legitimately expended. 

rOn the analogy of the policy accepted by the Governinent of India in paragraph 
10 of IKeSfoI No. F^Wf.22, d|ted the 3rd November 19^3. in regard to anns 
to be purchased in India, a licence for possession, m S’orm XVI. ahwild also be 
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granted as soon as permission is given to purchase a fire-arm from across the Border 
With a view to particulars of the weapon being entered in the licence, the licensee 
should be required to produce his weapon before the District Magistrate within one 
week of taking possession thereof. (Order dated 7th January 1924)]. 

(4) It has been reported to the Chief Commissioner that there 
are a large number of unlicensed rifles in the hands of villagers in 
the more exposed tracts of the frontier, and the question of dealing 
with the situation has been specifically referred to the Deputy 
Commissioner, Bannu. Sir Hamilton Grant considers that it would 
be most inadvisable at the present time to initiate prosecutions for 
the illegal possession of these weapons. Any action of this sort 
would provoke the criticism that while we fail adequately to protect 
British subjects in our districts, we preclude them from possessing 
the means of protecting themselves especially at a time of unpre- 
cedented tribal lawlessness. He considers that the best policy 
will be for Deputy Commissioners to make it widely known in their 
districts, by whatever means they consider best, that all unlicensed 
rifles ^must be reported and licensed within a definite period, which 
might be fixed at one month. The people should be given to under- 
stand that unless there are very special reasons to the contrary, no 
obstacles will be put in the way of these riiFles being licensed, but 
that if^these instructions are deliberately disregarded, this question 
of prosecutions will be taken up on the expiry of the period. The 
Chief Commissioner, however, does not wish to fetter the discretion 
of Deputy Commissioners in this respect, especially as the conditions 
of each district are widely divergent, nor has he any wish to press 
for immediate action in this matter, if this appears inopportune and 
likely to lead to trouble. It would* seem probable indeed, that the 
problem of unlicensed rifles exists in any serious form only in the 
Kohat and Bannu Districts, No action therefore should be taken 
upon the instructions conveyed in the paragraph, unless Deputy 
Commissioners are of the opinion that the special circumstances 
of their districts demand it. In any case the Chief Commissioner 
'‘is averse from wholesale prosecutions under the Arms Act, and 
whatever the result of the action now suggested may be, he trusts 
that wholesale prosecutions will not be undertaken without previous 
reference to him. 

3. Memo. no. SOIO-BO-^G, dated the 28th Septr. 1920. ^ * The 

applications from British Officers for licences for their sporting 
rifles and ammunition for the same need not be referred to the Chief 
Comhiissioner. 

4. Home Dept. ?m. 2202, dated the 4th Novr. 1920. *** A fee of 
8 annas should be levied on a licence granted for the whole of the 
North-West Frontier Province ; and the rates of fees laid down in 
clause (c) [8 annas in the case of (c) m] of the heading of Form XVI, 
on licences granted for the whole of British India. *. * * * - 

5. Extract, par or 2, from Home Dept, letter no. 1836, dated the 18th 

June 1921. ^ 2. It has now been represented to the Government of 

India that in the case of rifle ammunition inconvenience may be 
caused by the fixation of a rigid scale. It has been suggested, for 
instance, that no regard is paid to the size of the cartridge and that 
a little 22®’rini fire rifle f which is used by ladies to shoot at targets 
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afe a rifle club, is rationed to the same extent as an elephant gun 
or a '8 bore rifle. Further, it has been suggested that the fixation 
of a rigid limit might cause inconvenience to a sportsman starting 
on a shooting expedition who wished to take with him a stock of 
both hard-nosed and soft-nosed bullets to be fired from the same 
weapon. The Government of India are not aware how far these 
criticisms are justified but they would be glad if the suggestions 
could be taken into consideration at an early date with a view to 
the removal of any anomalies that exist. 

6. N.-W. F. P. w, 2986-90. O.-N., dated the 9th Aug, 1921. — The 
Chief Commissioner has decided that as regards rifle ammunition, 
the previous instructions contained in paragraph (3) of Mr. Pipon’s 
letter No. 711-15, dated the 21st July 1920, will continue to hold 
good but he wishes to emphasise the importance of a thorough enquiry 
in each case. The Chief Commissioner is not satisfied that the 
restrictions against accumulation of ammunition from year to year 
are being rigorously enforced in all Districts, and, in this conne(?tion, 
directs attention of all District Magistrates to the headings of 
columns 3 and 4 of licence form XVI of the Rules of 1924. District 
Magistrates are, however, empowered to exercise their discsretion 
in regard to ammunition for small bore rifles, for example *22 bore 
which are used for target shooting ; or, in the case of a sportsman 
starting on a shooting expedition who wishes to take with him a 
stock of both hard-nosed and soft-nosed bullets, when a maximum 
of 50 rounds might obviously be inadequate. (2) As regards revol- 
ver ammunition, the Chief Commissioner wishes a maximum of 50 
rounds per annum covered, of course, by maximum possession of 50 
rounds to be fixed. (3) Cartridges for shot-guns may be allowed 
in such number as the District Magistrate may consider desirable 
in each case. 

7. N.-W. F. P. cir. no!48'110 (?., dated the 4th January 1922, to all 
Local Governments and Administrations, Residents, Agents to 
Governor-General and to Deputy Commissioners in the F.-W, F. P.- 
I am directed to say that under sub-rule (3) of Rule 33 of the 
Indian Arms Rules, 1924, the Administration of the North-West 
Frontier Province has imposed the following restrictions on the 
validity in the North-West B^rontier Province, of licences which 
have been made valid for that Province by licensing authorities 
in other provinces, namely : — ^ Licences issued in other provinces 
in India or Burma, which have been made^ valid for the North- 
West Frontier Province by licensing authorities there shall be in 
force in the North-West Frontier Province only when such licences 
have been countersigned by the District Magistrates of the Districts 
into which the arms are imported, and shall be valid, in each case, 
only^ for such area in the North-West Frontier Province as may be 
prescribed by the countersigning authority. 

8. N.-W. F. P. letter no. 297-5308- G., dated the 30th March 1923, to 
all Local Governments and Administrations (except Punjab). I am 
directed to request that if there be no objection, you will kindly 
arrange to supply, with as little delay as possible, to the ./cfllowing 
officials of this Province details regarding all ftiture sales of arms 
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or ammunition made to persons residents of the North-West Fron- 
tier Province : — 


In the case of residents of British 
Districts, viz., Hazara, Peshawar, Kohat, 
Bannu and Dera Ismail Khan. ^ 

In the case of residents of the \ 
Indian States of Amb and Phulera. j 

In the case of residents of the | 
Indian States of Ghitral and Dir. j 


To the Superintendent of Police con- 
cerned. 

To the Deputy Commissioner, Hazara 
District, Abbottabad. 

To the Political Agent, Dir, Swat and 
Ghitral Agencies, Malakand, 


I am further to request that, in the event of there being no objection to the above 
request copies of any instructions issued in this connection may kindly be sent to this 
office for information and record. 

Note.— A list of all the Local Governments who have agreed to report the sales 
is printed below * 


Agent to the Governor-General in Cen- 
tral India. 

Government of the Central Provinces* 
Chief Commissioner, Delhi. 

Government of Madras. 

Agent to the Governor-General in 
Kajputana. 

Government of the United Provinces. 


Chief Commissioner, Ajmer-Mer. 
wara. 

Government of Assam, 

^Chief Gon>missioner Baluchistan. 

Government of Burma. 

Government of Bengal. 

Government Bihar and Orissa. 

Government Bombay. _ 

Note.— T he Punjab Government also follows the desired procedure, vide their 
Notification No. 1449, dated the 1st November 1915, republished on page 304, 

9 . N.-W. F. F.cir. memo, no 11688-G., dated the Jlth Dec. 1988.— 

* I am directed to convey the following instructions and remarks 
with regard to the Indian Arms Rules, 1924:— 

(1) It will be seen that the Arms Rules come into force on the 
1st January 1924. 

The number of many of the forms have been changed and also, 
to ®ome extent, the forms themselves, and the conditions printed 
on me forms. This ^plies particularly to the forms most commonly 
used in the North-West Frontier Province, viz. old Form XIII, 
Inow JJ orm X v I, j License for the possession of arms and ammuni- 
tion and for going armed for the purpose of proteotion. ” — It is feared 

that it will not be possible for a stock of the revised forms to be 

nf f desired by the Government of India. 

Put und r Rule 49, licences under the Rules of 1920, can be 

IV. inconsistent with the new rules, 

^rms ^ licences should be renewed, pending receipt of the revised 

_ (2) It will be noticed that the acquisition and carrying of 
® been much tightened up 

ammunition for the same will nojt be 
selected dealers (Rules 38). Ordinarily the 
revolvers will be absolutely prohibited (vide the 
Committee s recommendation in paragraph 26 of their Report 
accepted by the Government of India in paragraph 17 of the 
Resolution (pages 11 and 24.) In this connection District Magis- 

dated the 

sfc March 1920), which are sfciH in force, licences for pistols and 
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revolvers of all kinds should be issued only in cases of real 
necessity. 

(3) I — ^ of Government of India Resolution 
of 3rd Novr. 1923— 

(f) Under proviso (b) to Rule 3, exempted persons must register, 
in such- manner as the Local Government may prescribe, their fire- 
arms and arnmunition, {it) No fee will be charged for such registra- 
tion (para. 5 of the Resn. of 3rd Novr.t 1923). (iii) An exempted 
person must at once report the loss or theft of any arm in respect of 
which he is exempted, i,e., although an exempted person is not 
required to register the possession of a dagger, he is bound to report 
the loss or theft of a dagger, {iv) The Chief Commissioner directs 
that every exempted person shall furnish the District Magistrate by 
the 31st of March 1924, with particulars as to the firearms and am- 
munition in his possession, failure to do so rendering him liable to 
the cancellation of his exemption, {v) The Chief dommissfoner 
directs further that future purchases of firearms and ammunition 
shall be reported to the District Magistrate within one week of the 
purchase, {vi) The purchase of firearms will be subject ta the 
maximum prescribed by the Local Government. 

(4) Schedule 1. — Para. 6 of the Resn.— Under the Rules of 1920, 
persons included in entries 11, ll-A, 11-Band 12 of Schedule 1 
are ordinarily exempt from taking out a licence. The four 
entries just specified have been excluded from the Rules of 1924. 
Entries 11-B and 12 do not concern the North-West Frontier Province. 
As regards entries 11 and 11-A which include holders of titles, 
etc., conferred before the 1st January 1920, particular attention is 
invited to the orders requiring application for a life licence to be 
made before the 1st July 1924. All persons in your diatriof; known 
by you to be included in entry no. 11 should be informed of the 
orders and should make their applications without delay. As soon 
as forms are available, the requisite life-licences should be issued. 

(5) . Para 7 of the Resn. — The following are prima facie quali- 
ications for the grant of a licence without preliminary enquiry : 

(a) payment of Rs. 500 land revenue ; (6) any payment of in- 
come-tax ; (c) in the case of Government servants, pay of Bs. 100 per 
mensem or more ; but the District Magistrate has full power to order 
enquiries if he thinks fit. The determination of the agency for such 
enquiries is left to the Local Government. The Chief Commissioner 
sees no reason to depart from the present practice whereunder such 
enquiries as may be required, are ordinarily made by the Police. 

" (6). Rule 33 (3).— All District Magistrates aje reminded of the 
orders conveyed in Chief Commissioner’s Office letter no. 84-110-G., 
dated 4th January, 1922, reproduced below for facility of refe- 
rence : — 

Licences issued in otlier provinces in India or in Burma, which have been 
made valid for the North-West Frontier Province by licensing authorities tfcere shall 
be in force in the North-West Frontier Province only when such licences have been 

42 
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countersigned by the District Magistrates of the districts into which the arms are 
imported, and shall be valid, in each case, only for such area in the North-West 
Frontier Province as may be prescribed by the countersigning authority. 

(7*. Rule 40 in — Attention is invited to the proviso to Rule 40 
(*) which requires that in the case of persons subject to the 
Army Act, 1911, application for any kind of licence shall be made, 
not to the District Magistrate of the District in which the applicant 
happens to be serving, but to the licensing authority of the appli- 
cant’s permanent place of residence, 

(8) . Rule 43 (0— The proviso to Rule 43 (z) is new and provides 
that in any case in which the grant or renewal of a licence is re- 
fused, the applicant may appeal to the immediate oflScial superior 
of the authority refusing the grant or renewal. Separate instruc- 
tions will follow with regard to appeals under the proviso just re- 
ferred to, ( Vide para 10 on page 331). 

(9) . Second .portion of para 9 of the Resn, (L e. where paragraph 

13 of the Committee’s Report is referred to),— The intention of the 
orders of the Government of India is not altogether free from doubt. 
The Chief Commissioner desires the continuance of the present 
practice whereunder the first year of the currency of any licence 
is taken to expire with the end of the calendar year in which the 
licence is granted. Thus, if on the 6th June 1924, the District Magis- 
trate accepts an application for a licence for going armed, and the 
a{)plicant is not prepared to wait until the 1st January 1925, and 
desires the immediate issue of his licence, then the first year’s 
currency of the licence will expire on the 31st December 1924, 

(10) . Para 20 of the Committee’s Report read with paras 13 and 

14 of the Resn.— (1) Although ordinarily only the District Magis- 
trate can sanction a licence in the first instance, any Sub-divisional 
Magistrate can renew a licence and the arms need not be produced 
at the time of renewal. Particular attention is invited to the fact 
that a licence can be granted or renewed for a period of three years 
and in^ order to save clerical labour and also unnecessary trouble 
to the licensee, the Chief Commissioner directs the initial grant or 
the renewal should ordinarily be for three years. In the North- 
West Frontier Province the fee will in that case be three times the 
annual fee (vide Para. Ill of Licence Form X7I, page 168). 

The above rules should not be allowed to interfere with the ’ 
pariodical check of the arms themselves which is required to be 
carried out by the Police. The District Magistrate has full powers 
to require the production of arms at any time or place. (2) Where a 
licence has been issued in another district, the licensing authority 
should be informed of the fact of renewal. (3) Licences can be 
applied for by post and can also be sent for renewal by post. (4) 

It will be seen from rule 33 (0 (6) that a licence in Form XYhfcf. 
pra(l) above) c%n be granted only by the District Magistrate'or 
^verninent^^°*^^^ Magistrate specially empowered by the Local 

of the Resn. The fees payable for each licence 
are stated on the Forms concerned. Payments can be made in non- 
judicial stamps or iii' cash, as the applicant prefers. 
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. Para. 16 of the Resn. _ 

Para. 23 of the Report. Government of India orders are 
that applications for licences and renewals shall be dealt with 
promptl]^ Accordingly in supersession of the instructions conveyed 
in this office memorandum no. i0006-10-G. dated the 10th November 
1923, recommendations requiring the Chief ‘Commissioner’s sanction 
should be submitted quarterly {^iz^ as soon as possible after the 
1st Feb., 1st May, Isfc Aug. and 1st Nov.) instead of every six months. 

(13). Para 18 of the Resn. — Where it is desired to include in 
the licence a female member of the licensee’s family, the lady 
should be entered as a “retainer.” 

10. Memo. vo. 1230^84- G. dated the 24th Dec. 1928 —With re- 
ference to para (8) of this office circular memo no. 11688-92-6. dated 
the 11th Dec. 1923, I am to convey the following instructions with 
regard to appeals preferred under the proviso to Rule 43 (1) of the 
Arms Rules, 1924. Pending the receipt of any general orders which 
may hereafter be received from the Government of India, the QJiief 
Commissioner directs as follows ; — 

(1) For the purposes of the Arms Rules, the immediate official 
superior of a Sub-Divisional Magistrate is the District Magistj-ate, 
and the immediate official superior of the District Magistrate is the 
Chief Commissioner. (2) The period allowed for preferring an 
appeal to the District Magistrate or to the Chief Commissioner shall 
in each case be 30 days from the receipt of the intimation of the 
refusal to grant or renew the licence in question. [This period is 
prescribed on the analogy of appeals under the Income-tax Act (XI of 
1922), vide sections 30 (2) and 32 (1) of that Act]. 

11. Memo. 720. 605 09^G.^ dated the 15th Jany, 1924 . — With 
reference to para 7 of the Government of India resn. no, F.-829- 
1-22, dated the 23rd Nov. 1923, the Chief Commissioner directs that 
where there is any doubt with regard to the means and status of an 
applicant for a licence for a rifle, and where it is none the less 
desired for other reasons, such as with a view to village defence 
to grant the licence applied for, the District Magistrate may, before 
granting a licence, require the applicant to furnish security to the 
extent of Rs. 300 that the rifle will not be sold without permission 
either within or across the border, and will not be used for any 
unlawful purpose. Subject to the above instructions, circular no. 6 
dated the 3rd March, 1910, should be regarded as cancelled. 

12. Memo, no. 610-li-G.^ dated the 15th Jan, 1924,— With 
reference to Rule 33 (2) (a) of the Indian Arms Rules, and in super- 
session of notification no. 1181-G., dated the 24th March 1920, the 
Chief Commissioner directs that ordinarily a licence shall be issued 
only for the District in which the licensee resides. But the District 
Magistrate personally can, for sufficient reasons, make any such 
licence valid throughout the North-West Froi^tier Province or 
throughout British India. In the latter case care must be taken to 
see that the requisite enhanced licence fee has been paid. 

13. Notn, no. 615- G., dated 15th Jan, 1924,— Ixy exercise 
of the powers conferred by condition 3 of form XIV and condition 9 
of form XVI of Schedule VI [I of the Indian^ Arms Rffieg», 1924, 
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the Chief Commissioner is pleased to authorise District Magistrates 
in the Iforth-West Frontier Province to cancel, where necessary, 
condition 2 (ii) of licence form XIV and condition 8 of licence 
form XVI which prohibit the possession of Government arms and 
ammunition. Xotn. no. 1930-G., dated the 29th April 1920, is hereby 
cancelled. 

14 Notn. m 6S2-Q., dated the 15th Jan. md.—ln exercise 
of the powers conferred by Rule 37 (1) (b) of the Indian Arms 
Rules, 1034, the Sub-Divisional Magistrates of Mardan, Nowshera 
and Charsadda sub-divisions are empowered to grant licences for 
going armed on a journey in or through any Province in form [KX!. 
Notification no. 2179-G., dated the 15th May 1920, is hereby 
cancelled. 

15. Notn, 710 . 624-G., dated the 15th Jan. --Notification 
no. 468-G. N„ dated the 8th July 1920, empowering the Sub-Divi- 
sional Magistrates of the Mardan, Nowshera and Charsadda sub- 
divisions to grant licences, in certain forms for the possession of 
arms and ammunition under the Indian Arms Rules of 1920, is 
hereby cancelled. 

16. Notn. no. dated the 15th Jan. 1924— no. 

834-G. N., dated the 2nd August 1920, and notn. no. 347-G., dated 
the 10th January 1921, being inconsistent with the instructions 
conveyed in paragraph 7 of resolution no. F.-829-1-22, dated the 
3rd November 1923, of the Government of India, are hereby can- 
celled. The Chief Commissioner hereby accepts the recommenda- 
tions made by the Government of India in paragraph 7 of the 
resolution, (page 21). 

17. Notn. no. 627-0., dated the 15th Jan. See note (^9) to Schedule II 

on pages 139—140. 

18. Notn. no. dated the 15th Jan. 19U—'^oin. no. 

5324-G., dated the 30bh March 1922, regarding the scale of exempted 
arms and ammunition in case of persons exempted under entries 
11 and llA of Schedule I of the Indian Arms Rule, 1930, is hereby 
cancelled as entries 11 and 11 A have been excluded from the 
Rules of 1924. 

19. Notn. no, 629- dated the 15th Jan. t924r-^otVi. no. 
71P3-G. dated the 2nd May 1922, is republished below for general 
information All registers and instructions prescribed therein 
under the Indian Arms Rules of 1920, shall now be deemed to be 
prescribed under the corresponding provisions of the Rules of 1924. 

Notn. 710. 7103 G. dated the 2 nd May 1922 --HYiq toWo^ing in\es 
have been made by the Chief Commissioner under the Indian Arms 
Act 1878 (XI of 1878) and under Government of India resolution 
no. 1, dated the 1st January 1920. 


Rules uj^dee the Indian Arms act, 1878, (XI of 1878). 

(1) Vide Note (7) to section 6 of the Act page 47. 

(^) - .. (6) „ 25 „ 71. 

(3) » (3) r, , 30 „ 75. 
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Stock books and account books to be kept by licensed 
rnanufacturers and dealers. 

(4) All persons holding licences to manufacture, convert, keep 
and sell arms, ammunition or military stores shall keep up stock 
books and accounts of receipts and issues in forms A and B, 
appended to these rules, and all persons holding licences to keep or 
sell arms, ammunition or military stores shall maintain stock and 
account books in forms 0 and D. The pages of these books are to 
be numbered and before any ei^tries a^e made the books shall be 
exhibited together with the manufacturer’s or dealer’s licence to 
the Magistrate of the District or to a Subordinate Magistrate. 
Such Magistrate will sign the first and last pages of each book and 
seal them with his official seal. Notn. no. 2609-G. N. dated the 
27th August 1920, is hereby cancelled but weekly intimation must 
be sent by all dealers to the Superintendent of- Police regarding all 
sales of arms, ammunition or military stores. 

(5) The shops premises and stock of all licensed manufacturers 
and dealers shall be inspected once in every quarter by a Police 
Officer not below the rank of Inspector and once at least in every 
year by a gazetted police officer. At the time of inspection the books 
shall be initialled by the Inspecting officer. Any irregularity or 
breach of the rules which may be noticed shall be at once reported to 
the Magistrate of the district. 

(6) On receiving notice of a sale under clause 2, section 5, of 
the Arms Act, by a person lawfully possessing arms to any person 
not prohibited from possessing arms, the Magistrate or Police 
Officer may make enquiries as to the correctness of the purchasers 
name and address, and if necessary, obtain a report from the 
Superintendent of Police of the district in which the purchaser lives. 

Arms deposited in a Police Station.. 

(7) When any arms, ammunition or military stores have been 
deposited at a police-station under section 14 or 16 of the Act, the 
officer in charge of the station shall affix to each weapon or article 
a ticket in form R. showing the name of the depositor and the 
date of the deposit and shall give the depositor a duplicate or copy 
of the same. After seven days, if the owner has not obtained a 
licence authorising him to possess them the arms, ammunition •or 
military stores shall be forwarded to the head-quartep of the 
district and kept in the malkhana of the Magi^rate of the district 
or in the Police magazine. The ministerial officer to whom they 
are entrusted shall keep a register in form S in which the articles 
so deposited shall be described and entered under serial numbers and 
frdsli tickets shall be affixed showing the owner s name and the 
corresponding numbers of the register. 

Arrns and military stores seized. 

(8) Arms, ammunition or military stores seized under section 
11, 25 or 26 shall be similarly dealt with. 
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(9) Disposal of confiscated arms— Reproduced OQ page 184. 

(10) and (11) Grant of Rewards— Reproduced on page 187. 

Register of licences. 

(12) Every magistrate of a district shall keep up in forms E and 
G appended to these rules, registers of licences to manufacture, con- 
vert, sell or keep for sale granted by him under rule 28 of the rules 
issued by the Government of India, and shall keep up in forms F and 
H, registers of all licences to sell and keep for sale granted by him 
under the same rule. All Stiperintendents of Police shall keep up 
similar registers in English. Magistrates of districts will supply to 
their Superintendents of Police copies of all such licences issued by 
them. The Superintendent of Police will furnish to each officer in 
charge of a police station copies of extracts, columns (1) to (6) (of 
form E), giving the names, etc., of persons licensed within his 
jurisdiction. 

Q.3) All^nspections of the shops, premises and stocks of licensed 
manufacturers and vendors by Inspectors of Police or superior 
officers shall be reported to the Magistrate of the district, and shall 
be entered in the registers. 

(14) Registers of licences granted by the Magistrate of the 
district under rules 29 to 32 [present rules, 33, 35, 36 and 37] of the 
rules made by the Government of India shall be kept up in forms 
J, K, L, M, N, and O, respectively. Similar registers will be kept 
up in English by the Superintendent of Police to whom the Magis- 
trate of the district will furnish copies of all such licences granted 
by him. The Superintendent of Police will supply each officer in 
charge of a station with an extract giving the parts of each register 
which concern his jurisdiction. 

(15) In place of the returns prescribed in the Punjab Govern- 
ment circular no. 7-669 dated the 26th April 1867 and no. 12-944 
dated the 21st June 1867, the Chief Commissioner is pleased to direct 
that the forms P and Q appended to these Rules be used. Both 
returns will be prepared for the calendar year and be submitted 
through the Deputy Commissioners to the Inspector General of 
Police. 

Registers to be maintained by persons licensed to keep in safe custody 
firearms deposited by their ou ners for that purpose. 

“ (16) All persons licensed to keep in safe custody firearms 
deposited by their owners for that purpose shall keep up register 
in Form I appended to these Rules. 

(17) Lead, leaden-bullets and bird-shot.— Ftrfe note (29) to Schedule II, pages 
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Form A Stock book—, son of—, caste , resident of— licensed 

to nianiuacture, convert, sell or keep for sale arms, ammunition or military stores. 
[Rule 19 (4), page 333.] 


1 

2 





D 





Date. 

Particulars. 

DESCRIPTION. 

Ammunition. | 

Military stores, in- 
cluding lead, sul- 
phur & saltpetre. 

Kamo and address 
of the dealer or 
firm supplying the 
articles received. 

Fire- 

arms. 

Other Weapons. 

aS 

a 

s 

O 

Pistols. 

Swords. 

Bayonets. 

Daggers. 

Others. 

Jany.lst 

In Store- 











Manufactured.— 








• 

• 


Received- 










Jany. 2nd 

Disposed of— 









m 


In store. 











Form B.— Daily sale book of—, son of—, caste , resident of , licensed 

to manufacture convert, sell or keep for sale arms, ammunition or military stores. 
Rule 19 (4), page 333,] 


1 

2 

3 

^ 4 

5 

6 

7 

Date. 

Name and 
father’s name 
of purchaser. 

Caste and 
profession of 
purchaser. 

Residence of 
purchaser. 

Articles 

pur- 

chased. 

Price. 

Rs. A". P. 

Signature of 
purchaser. 


Form 0— Stock book of , son of , caste , resident of , licensed^to 

sell and keep for sale arms, ammunition or military stores, [Rule 19 (4), page 333,] 

With the following exception, the prescribed register is identical with that 
prescribed under Form A : — 

In the case of column 2 of Form C. omit the word “manufactured’* which 
appears in column 2 of Form A. 


FOBM D.-Daily sale book of . son of . caste . resident of—. 

to sell and keep for sale arms, ammunition and military stores. [ Rule 19 14), 
page 333 ]. 

Except for the heading the prescribed register is identical with th'at prescribed 
under Form B. 
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Form IZ of 1924. 


Form e. — Register of licences to manufacture* convert, sell or keep for sale arms 
ammunition or military stores other than breech-loading rifles, rifle ammunition or 
military stores for rifles in district [Rule 19 (12), page 334 ] 


1 

2 

3 

4 

1 ® 

6 

• ^ 7 

8 

Tahsil. 

d 

Jz; 

i 

Name of 
licensee. 

Father’s 
name 
and caste 
and resi- 
dence. 

Place of business. 

Date. 

iNSPEOTIOil BT 

Remarks. 

1 

1 Police officer not below 
the rank of Inspector. 

Gazetted 

Police 

Officer 

1st. 2iid. 3rd. 4th, 

_ 


Form X of 1924, 

Form F.— Register of licences to sell and keep for sale arms, ammunition or 
mi itapr olner breecb-loadmg rifles, rifle ammunition or military stores for 

nfiesin [Rule 19 (12), page 334.] 


tlie prescribed register is identical with that 

prescribed under Form E. 


In column 7 (“inspection by”) substitute the following 


(1) In the first sub-coJumn for 
of Inspector” substitute 
Police.” 


the heading “Police officer not below the rank 
* Assistant Superintendents or Inspectors of 


(2) In the second snb column for "Gazetted Police Officers" 
trate of district or Superintendent of Police.” 


substitute “Magis- 


i^'orm 2LL of 1924. 


licences to manufacture, convert, sell or keen for sale 
pag^Ssi]^*”^ ammunition or military stores for rifles. [Rule*^ 19 (12), 

«gister is identical with that prescribed 


Form XII of 1924. 

prescrTbed\n^erSmB®:r®®"‘‘°“®’ P«®®t*bed register is identical with that 
In column 7 (“Inspection by”) substitute the following , 
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Form Zm of 1924. 

^FORM -Register showing details of fire-arms deposited by owners for safe 
keeping with— licensed in form XI A of the Indian Arms Rules. [Rule 
19 (16), pages 334.] 


1 



4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

O 


Name 

Detail 


Attestation of ; 

i 

Check notes 



lu. 

with des- 

No. with 
date of the 

rtf 

deposit of arms 

and 


d 

a 

0) 

with par- 

oription 

in cof. 4 by the 

endorsements 



Cm 

o 

ticulars 

of fire- 

owner in col. 3 

by inspecting 




of owner 

arms 

JiAwwlAWw wA 

the owner. 

verified by two 

officers under 

P5 

'C S 

a> 

of arms. 

deposi- 

witnesses in 

condition 4 of 

1 3 

<D 

QQ 

e6 

P 


ted. 


each case. 

the licence. 

I P5 


Por^ XIV of 1924. 

Form J. — Register of licences for the possession only of arms (other than pistols 
and revolvers), ammunition or military stores. [Rule 19 (14), page 334.] 


Name, description 
and residence of 
licensee and 
agent (if any). 


Number 
and des- 
cription 
of arms. 


Ammunition or 
Military stores. 


Description. 


Quantity. 


«» 


Place (with 
description where 
articles are to 
be kept). 


Period for 
which the 
licence valid. 


Form XV of 1924. 


■ Form K.— Register of licences for the possession and use for the purpose of target 
practice of firearms and ammunition. [Rule 19 (14), page 334.] 


Name, description 
Serial no. and location of 
of licence. mess, club or 
association. 


Arms or ammunition 

THAT LICENSEE IS 
ENTITLED TO POSSESS. 


Description. 


Quantity. 


Place within 
which the 
licence is 
valid. 


Date on 
which the 
licence 
expires. 


Form XVI of 1924. 

FOBM L.—Regi»ter of licences to possess arm* or ammumtiM ‘o go arm^ 

for the purposes of sport, protection or display in the Oistnct. [Rule 19 (14), 

page 334]. 


1 , 

, 2 

3 

4 

1 5 

6 

7 

8 

d 

*3 

x> 

cS 

6 

d 

Name of 
licence-hoWer. 

Father’s name 
and caste, 
etc. 

Residence. 

> 

No. and 
description of 
weapons. 

OQ 

< 

EH 

JZi 

P 
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Serial no. of licence. 
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Form ZVIII of 1924. 

^ Form M.— Register of licences to possess and go armed with arms and ammuni- 

tion for the purpose of destroying wild animals which do injury to human beines 
cattle in the District [Rule 19 (14), page 334.] 
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Form P. Return of licences granted under Act XI of 1878, 5n the dUtrict of 
for the year 192 . [Rule 19 (IS) page 334.] 


1 


3 I 4 ! 5 

i 1 

6 

7 

8 

Detail of licences. 

No of licences in force 
last year. 

Operation of 

THE YEAR, 

Number in force at end 
of present year. 

Remarks by Deputy 
Commissioner. 

♦ 1 Remarks by Inspector 1 

1 General of Police. [ 

• 

New licences. 

Renewed licences. 

Revoked or sus- 
pended. 

1. In Form VII* for the transport of arms, 
ammunition or military stores. 

2. In Form IX to manufacture, convert, 
sell or keep for sale, arms, ammunition 
or military stores (other than breech- 
loading rides, ride ammunition or mili- 
tary stores for rides.) 

3. In Form X to sell and keep for sale arms 
ammunition or military stores (other 
than breech-loading rides, ride ammu- 
nition or military stores for rides.) 

4. In Form XI to manufacture, convert, 
sell or keep for sale breech-loading 
rifles^ ride ammunition or military 
stores for rides. 

5. In Form XII to sell and keep for sale 
breech-loading rides, ride amumnition 
or military stores for rides. 

6. In Form XIII for the possession by 
holders of licences in Form IX, X, XX 
or XIX of dre-arms deposited by their 
owners for safe keeping. 

7. In Form XIV for the possession of arms 

(other than pistols or revolvers), 
ammnuition or military stores. 

8.. In Form XV for the possession and use 
for the purposes of target practice of 
dre-arms and ammunition. 

9. In Form XVI for the possession of arms 
and ammunition and for going armed 
for the purpose of sport, protection and 
display. 

10. In Form XVIII for the possession of 
arms and ammunition and for going 
armed for the destruction of wild ani- 
mals which do injury to human beings 
or cattle. 

11. In Form XIX for the possession of arms 
and ammunition and for going armed 
for the destruction of wild animals 
doing injury to crops or cattle. 

12. In Form XX for going armed on a jour- 
ney in or through any Province. 


i 


1 

i 

1 

1 

i 

'1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

! 

i 

i 

1 

1 

i 


N. B . — This return will be prepared for the calender year and will be submitted 
to the Inspector General of Police through the Deputy Commissionrs. 

* For the sake of convenience the form numbers .sho'9g;i in column^l are those 
prescribed under the rules of 1924. 
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Form O. Annual statement of the operation of the Arms Act XI of 1878 in the 

district of for the year [Rule 19 (15) page 334.] 

This form is similar to form L of the forms attached to Punjab Rules on page 311, 


Form R. Rule 19 (7) page 333 ] 
Receipt for arms, etc* deposited 
in a Police Station,' 

Foil, 

Police Station Disteiot. 

Arms, ammunition or military stores 
deposited in the above Police Station 
under the Indian Arms Act XI of 1878. 
Serial No. 

Date 

r 

Nature of arms, 

ammunition or — 

military stores, 

and condition 

in w h i 0 h re-y. ^ 

ceived, 

L 

Name and 
father’s name 
of depositor. 

Residence of depositor^ 

I certify that I have received the 
above mentioned articles and have de- 
posited them in the Station Malkhana 
(store-room) after having labelled them. 
Station Clerk, 

Note— T o be forwarded’ to head-quarters with 
a copy of this entry after seven days if owner has 
not obtained a licence authorizing him to pus- 
ses them. This form is to be used for arms, am- 
munition and military stores seized under sec- 
tions 11, 25 and 26, 




FORM R. [Rule 19 (7) page 333.] 
Receipt to be given to depositor. 
Counterfoil. 

Under section 14 or 16 of Act XI 
of 1878. 

Police Station District. 

Serial No. 

Date 


Nature of arms, 
ammunition or 
military stores, 
and condition 
in w h i oh re- 
ceived- 


Name and 
father's name of 
depositor. 

Station Clerk. 


Tickets to be attached to arms. etc. 


Serial No. 

Serial No. 

Dated 

Dated 

Serial No. 

Serial No. 

Dated 

Dated 

Serial No. 

Serial No. 

Dated 

Dated 

Serial No, 

Serial No. 

Dated 

Dated 



Form S.— Registers of arms confiscated, [Rule 19 (7), page 333.] 

Police Department District. 

Column 1. Serial No, 

„ %. Date 

„ 3. Name of station whence received with station, date and Serial No. 

— »» 4. Description of arms, ammunition and military stores. 

- ,, 5. Condition in which received. 

„ How disposed of, under whose orders, and date. 


20. Memo. ‘no. SIS-G.^ dated the 17th Jan, 1924^ to the Inspector 
General of Police and copy to Deputy Commissioners in the K.-W. 

P- I to invite a reference to endorsement no. 10011-G., dated 
the lOth November 1923, forwarding a copy of this office memo, 
no. 10006 10-G. dated the 10th November 1923, to all Deputy 0pm- 
missioners, the relevant extract of which runs as follows ' 

Futu^ recommendations for fresh licences should state in each case the 
number of Government rifles, issued to the village concerned, and also the number of 
private licences for rifles, revolvers and shot-guns held by the village. 

3. In order to facilitate the furnishiog of the above information, I am to 
suggest that, where this is not already done, a register may be maintained showing 
all substetiFg licences npjt only by police iit^tion? but also by villages. 
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(2) With regard to the above, I am to request that instructions 
may kindly be issued for the preparation at each police station of a 
statement, by villages instead of as now by police stations, of the 
licences for private firearms in force at the end of the year 1923, 
and for the supply of a copy of this statement to the District 
Magistrates concerned. * 

21. Memo. no. 1692-96 dated the 7th February '1924 . — The 

Chief Commissioner is pleased to issue the following instructions 
with regard to the working of proviso (c) to Rule 42 (3) of the Indian 
Arms Rules, 1924 • 

(1) la the first place attention is invited to the requirements of proviso (c) 
which runs-- '‘where a licence is renewed by an authority other than the authority 
who granted it, the former shall forthwith inform the latter of the fact of renewal 
and the period for which such renewal is valid. 

(2) Under the first part of condition 11 of form XVI the licensee is obliged to 

report to the authority which granted the licence any change in h\B permanent 
residence. He is not obliged to report a temporary change of residence, yet under 
the second part of condition 11, he can have his licence renewed at any place at 
which he is residing although that residence may be temporary. ^ * 

(3) In order that the district registers of firearms in the North-West Frontier 
Province may be kept up to date, it will be necessary for the North-West Frontier 
Province Officer renewing a licence granted elsewhere than in his own district to 
enquire whether the licensee has permanently changed his residence to the district 
of the renewing authority. If the answer is in the affirmative, renewal should be 
withheld pending the sanction of the District Magistrate, as, so far as the renewing 
district is concerned, the renewing is virtually the grant of a new licence, and the 
Chief Commissioner has decided that the grant, as opposed to the renewal, of licences 
shall be solely in the hands of the District Magistrate himself. 

(4) The Chief Commissioner directs that, when making the intimation required 
by proviso (c), the renewing authority shall in each case intimate to the authority 
which granted the licence whether the licensee states that his change of residence 
is permanent or merely temporary. 

22. Notn. no. 71-G. N. lUl62-24 dated the 2Srd May 1024.^ 
Under section 35 of the Court Fees Act. 1870 (VII of 1870) as 
amended by Devolution Act, 1920 (XXXVIII of 1920), the Chief 
Commissioner is pleased ; — 

(1) to remit all fees payable under Schedule II of the former Act upon applica- 
tions in the N.-W. F. Province for the grant or renewal of licences or duplicates 
under the Indian Arms Rules, 1924, in respect of which a fee is payable under these 
rules, and 

(2) to reduce to one anna all fees exceeding one anna payable under the said 
Schedule upon other applications relating to licences or duplicates granted or 
renewed under the said Rules. 


1. The following inotruccaons have been issued by the Government of fodia 
reaarding the reporting of losses, thefts and recoveries of firearms and ammunition 
capable of being used for military purposes. (H. li. letter no. 722 dated the 25th July 
1913 no F-113-23 dated the 27th N ov. 1923 and no, F-92-25 dated the 9th May, 
1925). ’ 

• • 2 Under Military regulations officers commanding detachments report the loss 
or recovery of arms, important components or ammunition to the 
Police or, if the loss or recovery takes place in a Native State, to the Political Officer. 
The Superintendent of Police or Political Officer, is then responsible for all further 
action towards the tracing and recovery of the lost or stolen articles, 

3 Renort should be made by Superintendents of Police and Political Officers to 
the Provincial Criminal Investigation Department of the loss, recovery of 

arms, important components and ammunition coming undy the followi^ category, of 
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which they may receive information from any source, whether military, civil or 
private : 

(i) Machine guns, light automatics, grenades and articles or the Royal Air 
Force armaments,— 

(ii) Rifles, revolvers and pistols, — Government or private. 

(m) Barrels and bolts of *30SP bore. 

(zv) Ammunition for cannon, machine guns and high velocity rifles. 

(z;) High explosives whether in bulk or in made-up charges including fuses and 
detonators. 

4. (a) Reports concerning items of the above category should be reported by 
telegram whenever there is prima facie evidence or reasonable suspicion of a recent 
theft. In other cases report should be made by letter. In all oases every effort must 
be made to include either in the initial report or in a very early continuation report 
the fullest possible details both for the identification of the missing arms, components 
or ammunition and as regards the methods and identity of the thieves. 

(b) The Provincial Oriminal Investigation Department on receipt of reports 
according to the above instructions will be responsible for the direction of suitable 
action for detection and recovery. If in any case there may appear grounds for 
suspecting the agpncy of professional arms thieves from the North-West Frontier, 
telegraphic information giving the fullest available particulars should be sent to the 
Assistant Intelligence Branch, Peshawar, North-West Frontier Province — (Telegraphic 
address — “Punishment Peshawar.*’) 

5. ^ A return of all arms, etc., lost, stolen or recovered should be maintained by 
the Provincial 0. 1. Department and should be sent in annually to the Director, 
Intelligence Bureau. 

6. All reports of losses, thefts and recoveries of arms, etc., should be published 
by the Provincial 0. 1. Departments in their Criminal Intelligence Gazettes or Con- 
fidential Supplements. Such reports must invariably include all details necessary to 
establish the identity of any particular weapon or component part. 

' 7- When losses are sufficiently serious to be brought to the notice of the 
Government of India, or to rank as matter of public interest, as well as in the 
following cases ; — 


(a) When the theft appears to be the work of Ut Khels or other professional 
rifle thieves. 


(&) When the loss appears to indicate that standing rules for the custody 
of arms and ammunition, either in possession of regiments or individuals or during 
transit by rail or otherwise are defective and should be amended, 

Intimation of such losses should be telegraphed to the Director of Criminal 
Intelligence, Simla, by the Provincial C. I. Department and copies of all subseouent 
reports submitted by the Superintendent of Police should also be sent to him. 


8. No report need be made under these rules in the case of the loss or theft 
of smooth-bore weapons, ammunition for such weapons, swords, bayonets or acooutre- 
mentc. Converted Martini-Henries and Sniders are classed as smooth-bore weapons. 


9. Deliberate attempts to smuggle arms and ammunition into India, by land 
or sea, should promptly be reported to the Director, Intelligence Bureau. Similarly 
the discovery of fire-arms which appear to have been deliberately smuggled into 
India should also be reported to the same quarter. In all instances, full particulars 
or the articles seized, such as the maker’s name, place of manufacture, number, bore 
and other distinguishing makes in the case of firearms ; and maker’s name. bore,and 
distinguishing inarks in the case of cartridges, should be communicated at the time 
the report IS made or as^soon afterwards as possible. Whenever a prosecution is 

attempt to smugglo, arms and 
ammunition the result should also be communicated to the Director, Intelligence 
Joureau, These instructions do not affect the quarterly returns of arms and ammuni- 
ton seized by the Customs, which should continue to be submitted by the 0. 1, 
uepartments of Maritime provinces as at present. 
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Grant of Shooting Passes or Passes for sporting purposes. HomB Department 
resolution, no, US8-8i, dated the mh September 1875.— ‘In resolution. No. 1755-70, 
dated the 24th September 1879, Local Governments and Administrations were 
requested to instruct district officers to take every opportunity of warning Englishmen 
and others against entering on standing crops for sporting purposes unless they first 
obtained the permission of the owners to do so. The Government of India have 
recently had brought to their notice a case in which S.n European, while out shooting, 
caused the death of two natives— in an affray arising out of the fact that he shot 
peafowl in the vicinity of a village. The rules issued by the military authorities 
for regulating the grant of shooting passes to British soldiers provide all the 
safeguards that are practicable bo prevent affrays between soldiers and villagers ; 
but there are at present no orders ensuring that such warnings shall be given as 
may, so far as is possible, duly direct and regulate the conduct of sportsmen 
other than soldiers. The Governor-General in Council accordingly desires that 
instructions should be issued by Local Governments and Administrations 
to district oflScers to warn sportsmen, whether Europeans or others 

(]L) against trespassing on standing crops without the consent of the owners, 

(2) against shooting peafowl, or other birds or animals which are looked upon 
as sacred, in the vicinity of villages or habitations, 

(3) against shooting domestic animals, such as dogs or pigs, ai^^d 

(4) generally against shooting in the immediate vicinity of villages, temples 
and mosques. 

Home Department letter. No. 8476, dated the SUt December 1900.— -I am directed 
to forward a copy of the revised rules for the grant of shooting passes to British 
soldiers in India which have been approved by the Governor General in Council and 
published in the o/ Jwdta of the 27th October 1900, and to request that the 

special attention of the local civil officers concerned in the administration of the 
rules may be drawn to them. 

2. These rules are drawn up chiefly for the guidance of the military authorities, 
but their successful working cannot be insured without the co-operation of the civil 
officers. The Governor-General in Council, therefore, considers it necessary that 
the duties of the latter class of officers respecting this matter should be clearly laid 
down. 

3. In the revised rules it has been provided that the Commanding Officer of a 
Begiment or Detachment is at once to send to the District Magistrate the substance 
of any report (together with a copy of the complaint if any) that may be made by 
the member of a shooting party who is in charge of the party, on their return to 
quarters, respecting any breach of the rules, any affray with natives, or any mishap 
which may have occurred during the absence of the party. The Government of 
India consider it necessary that the District Officer also should communicate to the 
Commanding Officer immediate information of any breach of the rules by men under 
his command that may be reported to the civil authorities. Oases have come to the 
notice of the Governor-General in Council in which the civil authorities have 
omitted to make a report upon such occurrences to the Officer Commanding the 
Begiment, who remained in ignorance of the affair until a report was called for from 
Army Head Quarters or by the Government of India, or until the police inquiry had 
been completed, I am to request that, to enable the Commanding Officer of a Begi- 
ment or Detachment to take suitable notice of any infringement of the shooting 
pass rules, orders may be issued which will insure due information being communi- 
cated by the District officer to the local Military authorities in cases which may 
come to his notice. 

4. The revised rule lays down that officers commanding stations and officers 
Commanding troops about to march will communicate with the civil district officer 
in 04 rder to ascertain 

(a) in what localities shooting ought to be forbidden, and* 

(5) what animals or birds are regarded by the inhabitants as sacred or are 
protected by rules relating to the establishment of a close season. 

There is, however, more continuity in the civil District Officers, where 
the establishments, if not the officers, are to a great extent permanent, 
than in Military Cantonments. With a view, therefor^ to guarding# against 
the provision of the rule being overlooked, I am wO request that instruc- 



344 


GrBANT 01' SHOOTING PASSES. 


tions may be issued to Commissioners and District Ofdcers to the efect 
that on the arrival of a corps or detachment in a civil district, the District Officer 
shall at once certify to the Officer Commanding the corps or detachment what 
localities, animals and birds are forbidden for shooting purposes, either absolutely on 
account of the prejudices of the inhabitants, or for parts of the year in accordance 
with the rules for close seasons. ^In defining tracts of country where shooting is to 
be allowed, the local officers should be directed to bear in mind the orders contained 
in Home Department circular letter no* 30-1012--1028 dated the 31st July 1883, 
and to take care that no tracts are included where owing to the religious 
prejudices of the people, the agricultural circumstances of the district, or other suffi- 
cient causes, there would be risk of danger if free permission to shoot were accorded, 

5. In the circular of the 31sf July 1883 referred to above, and in no. 18-1230- 
1230, dated the 31st July 1891, local Governments and Administrations were re- 
quested to instruct the District authorities to cause the shooting pass rules to be 
explained to villagers in the neighbourhood of cantonments* and to warn such 
villagers against interfering with soldiers out shooting and using violence to them, 
and also against taking the law into their own hands in cases in which soldiers 
infringe the rules. The Governor-General in Council now directs that the subs- 
tance of the revised rules, so far as they affect the villagers should be periodi- 
cally notified in simple language in the villages and tracts where soldiers are in 
the h^bit of shooting and that District Officers should impress upon landlords, 
headmen and village police that they are expected to give their assistance in 
avoiding disputes with soldiers out shooting. The headmen and village police 
must see that soldiers conducting themselves properly are not molested, and that 
any complaints of misconduct are reported to the proper authorities. In cases in 
which notice of the probable advent of a shooting party has been sent to the District 
Officer under the revised rule, he should with as little delay as possible, send intima- 
tion to the headmen and village police (so far as this can be done) stating that a 
shooting pass has been issued and that they are to see that quarrels are avoided. 
Villagers should on no account take the law into their own hands, but should lodge 
any complaint they have to make in a legal manner. 

6. In the circular from this Department, no. dated the 14th 

October 1887, the importance of conducting prompt investigation into cases of 
affrays between European soldiers and native villagers was inculcated ; and it was 
desired that, on the occurrence of a serious affray, the district Magistrate should 
Invariably either himself proceed to the place or at once depute an European Magis- 
trate or the District Superintendent of Police in order to investigate the matter on 
the spot at the earliest possible time after the occurrence. I am now to request that 
instructions may be issued that the investigation of a case between natives aud 
soldiers arising out of a shooting dispute should, whenever possible, be entrusted to 
an English Magistrate or Police Officer not lower in rank than Assistant Superiten- 
dent, and that when such oases come into Court they should be tried by the District 
or Joint Magistrate. la cases which are not cognizable by the police, or where the 
prosecution is not undertaken by the civil authorities, the civil District Officer shall 
inform the Commanding Officer of the Corps or detachment concerned to that effect, 
for such action as the latter may consider fit to take. 

7. In conclusion, I am to say that the Government of India think it desirable 
thatv*eaoh Commissioner, District and Sub-Divisional Magistrate should be furnished 
with a copy of the revised rules as a separate publication. 
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